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About the Boulder County Domestic Abuse Prevention Project 
 
Since 1986, the Domestic Abuse Prevention Project (DAPP) has worked to improve the response to intimate 
partner violence (or domestic violence) in Boulder County.  By treating domestic violence as a crime, we strive to 
raise awareness of the issues to prevent further abuse.  The Project is a coordinated effort among law enforcement, 
the District Attorney’s Office, the Judiciary, Community Justice Services, Probation, Private Probation Services, 
Social Services, battered women’s shelters, perpetrator treatment providers and concerned individuals.  DAPP acts 
as a liaison to all involved agencies, monitors the effectiveness of system-wide efforts, and maintains statistics on 
all reported cases of domestic violence in Boulder County. 
Goals of the Project are to: 

• Reduce the number of deaths and injuries from domestic violence; 
• Increase interdepartmental communication; 
• Improve interagency coordination; 
• Raise community awareness of intimate partner violence and alternatives to violence; and 
• Work with agencies and others to ensure that victims of domestic violence are provided the best possible 

services. 
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DAPP Update: This report is reaching you much later than anticipated due to several changes in our 
data collection process.  The State Court database changed last summer and the new system requires 
additional steps (and much more time) to collect information.  The District Attorney’s Office changed 
their database and access policy last July, which significantly impacted our data collection procedures. 
Our thanks to Jim Atherton of the District Attorney's Office’s, who has worked with our Research 
Analyst to create reports that replace the data formerly collected via their system. Although delayed, 
DAPP staff is confident in the quality and reliability of the data in the 2006 annual report. 
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Statistical Summary 
 
� All Boulder County Case Summary:   

• In  2006, Boulder County law enforcement reported an 11% decrease in cases  (formal and 
informal) from the previous year.  Arrest rates are down 12% throughout the county. 

• Longmont is reporting 37% of the formal domestic violence cases for Boulder County. 
• This year’s double arrest numbers are down by 29% from last year (a total of 68 cases in     

2006 compared to 96 cases in 2005).  6% of total charged cases were double arrests.  
• Informal case numbers are down 15%.  DAPP staff has worked closely with staff from law 

enforcement records departments throughout the county to gather information on informal 
cases.  We thank all the officers, detectives, and records departments’ staff who that helped 
us obtain these non-charged reports. 

 
� 3 Year Trend by Agency, including Formal and Informal Reports: 

• This report contains a three-year comparison of domestic violence numbers for individual law 
enforcement agencies in Boulder County.  It also includes information on the number of formal 
reports (full custody arrests, warrant arrests, summons, and book and release) and informal (open 
reports, incident reports, and outstanding warrants).  This should be useful in localizing increases 
and decreases of domestic violence incidents throughout the county. 
 

� Felonies and Misdemeanors: 
• The ratio of felonies and misdemeanors has fluctuated by five percent in the last two years.   
In 2006, 28% of the cases were felonies (up from 23% in 2004 and 27% from 2005) and 72% of 
the cases were misdemeanors (down from 77% in 2004 and 73% from 2005). 
 

� Demographics: 
• Demographics for defendants and victims have not changed significantly during the past 
three years.   
• The rate of female arrests has decreased to 20% from 24% in 2005 and 22% in 2004.  
• The majority of defendants and victims are in the age range of 18-29 years old (almost 50% 
of the defendants and victims).   DAPP rarely receives juvenile cases (offenders under the age of 
18) because they are not commonly labeled as domestic violence. DAPP is working with criminal 
justice agencies to determine how to identify and respond to Domestic Violence juvinele cases.   
 

� Incident Information: 
• In more than one third of all cases, the defendant and victim are no longer involved in a 
relationship.   
• The use of alcohol and/or an illegal substance at the time of the incident increased 
significantly in the past three years. In 40 % of the cases, defendants used alcohol and/or an 
illegal substance; in 18 % of the cases, victims used alcohol and/or an illegal substance. A 
slightly smaller portion of the cases (15%) indicated that both the defendant and victim used 
alcohol and/or an illegal substance.   
• In 80% of the cases, law enforcement reports indicated that victim advocate services (by 
either calling, presenting a brochure, etc.) were offered at the time of the incident. This statistic 
has increased in the past years due to the help DAPP receives from the victim advocates agencies.  
• In 11% of the cases, the defendant used a weapon. DAPP defines a weapon as something 
other than a part of the body used to threaten or harm the victim. In the majority of those cases, 
defendants used something other than a knife or firearm (telephones, bottles, keys, rocks, baseball 
bats, etc.).  There is one exception to this definition:  when “hands” are used for strangulation.  In 
2006, 6% of the cases (in addition to the 11% noted above) involved hands used as a deadly 
weapon.  See page 9, table 30, for more information on strangulation.  
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� Children Who Witness: 
• Documentation of children witnessing domestic violence has increased over the years.  In 
2006, 28% (322) of all charged cases included children witnessing the incident.  The defendant 
was charged with child abuse in 53% (171) of these cases.    
• The actual arrest on child abuse charges allows the system to step in and complete a more 
intensive assessment of the status of the children and offer appropriate services as needed.   An 
increased number of dispositions mandate the defendant to attend parenting classes. 
• In 2006, a total number of 568 children were documented as present in a domestic violence 
incident. From those, 411 (72%) children witnessed incident of violence in the home  
  

� Bonds: 
• In 2006, 72 % of defendants did, and 28% of defendants did not, post bond prior to 
disposition.  In the last few years DAPP staff changed the system of collecting data for the bond 
information.  While this system is more labor intensive, we believe it is more reliable and that the 
numbers for 2004, 2005 and 2006 are a more accurate representation of bonds posted prior to 
disposition of the criminal case.   
• In 2004, the 20th Judicial District made the decision that all defendants arrested for a domestic 
violence-related charge be held until they are seen by a judge or magistrate in open court.  This 
brings our judicial district into compliance with state statute §18-1-1001(5), which mandates that 
all domestic violence offenders are advised by a judge of the Criminal Protection Order (CPO) 
placed on them for the duration of their case.  No domestic violence arrestee will be eligible for 
release prior to seeing a judge. Given these changes, DAPP no longer reports information on 
defendants held for a bond hearing.   
 

� Recidivism and Multiple Victimizations 
• DAPP’s definition of recidivism and repeat victimizations includes only domestic violence 
crimes committed in Boulder County.   Please note that DAPP’s conversion to the new database 
allows for tracking recidivism and repeat victimization starting in 1994, when we developed our 
first electronic database. DAPP mantains hard copies of case information from 1986 to 1993, but 
currently does not have the resources to enter these into our database. 
• For the past three years, recidivism rates have been approximately 30%; additionally, 
multiple victimization (individuals who have been victimized 2 or more times) rates have 
remained at 28%. 
  

� Disposition Information: 
• In 2006, 73% of the defendants were convicted and 27% were dismissed.  
• 63% (541) of convicted offenders were ordered to complete state mandated domestic 
violence treatment.  41% (391) of convicted offenders were ordered directly to jail or prison.  
Since state mandated treatment is not available in the Boulder County jail, these offenders can not 
attend treatment.  DAPP staff continue to review dispositions regarding state mandated treatment.    
• 466 of all offenders were documented as using alcohol or drugs at the time of the incident.  
Of these, 247 (53%) were sentenced to either alcohol or substance abuse treatment as an 
additional component of their sentence.  
 

� 15 Year Overview: 
• The 15-year overview includes Broomfield domestic violence cases until the incorporation of 
Broomfield County (2001).   Although it appears that annual numbers are up, this page does not 
account for the loss of Broomfield cases.  Annual numbers of reported cases continue on a 
slightly upward trend when the Broomfield cases are removed from the data.  



Law Enforcement Agency

Q4 YTD Q4 YTD Q4 YTD Q4 YTD Q4 YTD Q4 YTD Q4 YTD Q4 YTD

Boulder 16 55 5 34 0 0 7 50 0 0 63 284 91 423 10 26

Boulder Sheriff 2 10 2 17 0 1 8 25 1 1 25 133 38 187 2 4

Longmont 53 187 9 27 0 0 16 83 0 0 76 323 154 620 4 12

Lafayette 17 66 5 14 0 0 2 16 0 0 22 100 46 196 2 8

Louisville 19 67 1 7 0 0 0 7 0 1 12 50 32 132 4 14

University of Colorado 1 2 0 1 0 0 1 8 0 0 5 19 7 30 2 2

Erie 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 5 12 5 14 0 0

Nederland Marshall 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 4 8 5 11 0 2

Ward 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Other *** 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 1 5 1 11 0 0

Total 108 389 22 100 0 1 35 198 1 2 213 934 379 1624 24 68

Percent Total 28% 24% 6% 6% 0% 0% 9% 12% 0% 0% 56% 58% 100% 100% 10% 6%

2006
2005
2004

Percent Change (2006-2005)
Percent Change (2005-2004)

Table 2

*** Other agencies include: the county's Drug Task Force, Colorado State Patrol and the District Attorney's Office.

Total Formal Cases* =  1135  and Total Informal Cases = 489  

Book & Release

101
2
0

Summons

6162
201

Arrest

1 198 2 934

Arrest

8% 22%
N/A
N/A 24% -67%

977
455

-15%

Boulder County Domestic Abuse Prevention Project (DAPP)

Open (Under 
Investigation) & 

Outstanding Warrants

Both Parties 
Charged**

Report          
(No Charges) Book & Release Warrant Summons

Fourth Quarter October - December and Year End for 2006

Total

All Case Summary  

Open (under 
investigation) & 

Outstanding 
Warrants

-1%
421

Report           
(no Charges)

83

389 100 68

Warrant Double Arrest

-29%-12%

1624
10662

-6%
-1%

102
96

11%

*Formal Cases are defined as full custody arrests, book and release, warrant, and summons.  Informal cases are defined as incident reports (no charges), open (cases needing further investigation), and outstanding warrants.
**Normally both parties are charged and arrested which counts as two separate cases. In some double arrest cases, defendents were arrested in separate years, thus the totals may be odd numbers.

Three Year Trend for Domestic Violence Cases in Boulder County

9%

Total

1825
1651
-11%0%
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Report       
(no charges)

Open (under 
investigation) & 

Outstanding 
Warrants

Book & 
Release Warrant Summons Arrest Total Double 

Arrest

2006 55 34 0 50 0 284 423 26
2005 52 15 0 49 1 305 422 40
2004 67 17 0 30 2 251 367 32

Percent Change
(2005-2006) 6% 127% N/A 2% -100% -7% 0% -35%

Percent Change
(2004-2005) -22% -12% N/A 63% -50% 22% 15% 25%

Table 3

Report       
(no charges)

Open (under 
investigation) & 

Outstanding 
Warrants

Book & 
Release Warrant Summons Arrest Total Double 

Arrest

2006 10 17 1 25 1 133 187 4
2005 26 27 0 28 0 147 228 6
2004 12 18 0 20 1 123 174 8

Percent Change
(2005-2006) -62% -37% N/A -11% N/A -10% -18% -33%

Percent Change
(2004-2005) 117% N/A N/A 40% -100% 20% 31% -25%

Table 4

Domestic Violence Incidents: Three Year Trend (2004-2006)

Ward Police responded to no domestic violence cases in 2004, 2005 and 2006. There has been no change from
2004, 2005 and 2006.

Individual Law Enforcement Trends

Nederland, Erie and Ward Police Departments were not included in the following tables because of the low number
of domestic violence cases reported by these agencies yearly. 

Nederland Police responded to: 7 formal domestic violence cases (all full custody arrests) for 2004; 6 formal
domestic violence cases (4 full custody arrests and 2 warrants) and 2 open domestic violence incidents for 2005; and
10 formal domestic violence cases (8 full custody arrests and 2 warrants) and 1 domestic violence incident report for
2006. There has been 14% decrease in formal arrest from 2004 to 2005 and 67% increase in formal arrests from
2005 to 2006.    

Erie Police responded to: 18 formal domestic violence cases (16 full custody arrests and 2 warrants) and 1 domestic
violence incident report for 2004; 12 formal domestic violence cases (all full custody arrests) and 1 domestic
violence incident report for 2005; and 13 formal domestic violence cases (12 full custody arrests and 1 warrant) and
1 domestic violence incident report for 2006. There has been a 33% decrease from 2004 to 2005 and a 8% increase
from 2005 to 2006.

Boulder Police Department

Boulder County Sheriff's Office
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Report       
(no charges)

Open (under 
investigation) & 

Outstanding 
Warrants

Book & 
Release Warrant Summons Arrest Total Double 

Arrest

2006 66 14 0 16 0 100 196 8
2005 69 11 0 12 1 121 214 6
2004 94 13 2 7 2 135 253 16

Percent Change
(2005-2006) -4% 27% N/A 33% -100% -17% -8% 33%

Percent Change
(2004-2005) -27% -15% N/A 71% -50% -10% -15% -63%

Table 5

Report       
(no charges)

Open (under 
investigation) & 

Outstanding 
Warrants

Book & 
Release Warrant Summons Arrest Total Double 

Arrest

2006 187 27 0 83 0 323 620 12
2005 224 37 0 89 0 396 746 28
2004 200 30 0 91 0 358 679 22

Percent Change
(2005-2006) -17% -27% N/A -7% N/A -18% -17% -57%

Percent Change
(2004-2005) 12% 23% N/A -2% N/A 11% 10% 27%

Table 6

Report       
(no charges)

Open (under 
investigation) & 

Outstanding 
Warrants

Book & 
Release Warrant Summons Arrest Total Double 

Arrest

2006 67 7 0 7 1 50 132 14
2005 70 11 0 10 0 67 158 14
2004 32 4 0 10 0 72 118 22

Percent Change
(2005-2006) -4% -36% N/A -30% N/A -25% -16% 0%

Percent Change
(2004-2005) N/A N/A N/A 0% N/A -7% 34% -36%

Table 7

Report       
(no charges)

Open (under 
investigation) & 

Outstanding 
Warrants

Book & 
Release Warrant Summons Arrest Total Double 

Arrest

2006 2 1 0 8 0 19 30 2
2005 11 0 0 5 0 13 29 2
2004 15 1 0 2 1 15 34 0

Percent Change
(2005-2006) -82% N/A N/A 60% N/A 46% 3% N/A

Percent Change
(2004-2005) -27% -100% N/A 150% N/A -13% -15% N/A

Table 8

Louisville Police Department

University of Colorado Police Department

Lafayette Police Department

Longmont Police Department

3



Boulder PD

Boulder 
County 
Sheriff's 
Office

Lafayette 
PD

Longmont 
PD

Louisville 
PD

University 
of Colorado 

PD

Other Law 
Enforcement 

Agencies
Total

Informal Reports (Reports, 
Open, and Outstanding 

Warrants
84 30 107 230 36 15 1 503

Formal Reports (Arrest, 
Book and Release, 

Summons, and Warrant)
283 144 146 449 82 18 25 1147

Table 9

Boulder PD
Boulder 
County 
Sheriff's 

Lafayette 
PD

Longmont 
PD

Louisville 
PD

University 
of Colorado 

PD

Other Law 
Enforcement 

Agencies
Total

Informal Reports (Reports, 
Open, and Outstanding 

Warrants
67 53 80 261 81 11 3 556

Informal Percent Change
(2004-2005) -20% 77% -25% 13% 125% -27% 200% 11%

Formal Reports (Arrest, 
Book and Release, 

Summons, and Warrant)
355 175 134 485 77 18 25 1269

Formal Percent Change
(2004-2005)

25% 22% -8% 8% -6% 0% 0% 11%

Table 10

Boulder PD

Boulder 
County 
Sheriff's 
Office

Lafayette 
PD

Longmont 
PD

Louisville 
PD

University 
of Colorado 

PD

Other Law 
Enforcement 

Agencies
Total

Informal Reports (Reports, 
Open, and Outstanding 

Warrants
89 27 80 214 74 3 2 489

Informal Percent Change
(2005-2006) 33% -49% 0% -18% -9% -73% -33% -12%

Formal Reports (Arrest, 
Book and Release, 

Summons, and Warrant)
334 160 116 406 58 27 34 1135

Formal Percent Change
(2005-2006)

-6% -9% -13% -16% -25% 50% 36% -11%

Table 11

Domestic Violence Incidents: Three Year Trend (2004-2006)

2006

2005

2004

Formal versus Informal Report Trends
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