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PREVENT YOURSELF FROM BECOMING A VICTIM OF CRIME  

ADVICE FROM DISTRICT ATTORNEY STAN GARNETT: FOLLOW THESE TIPS TO PREVENT 

YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY FROM BEING VICTIMIZED. 

 

 DO NOT BUY anything from a salesman who comes to your door, the internet, or from a TV ad 

before checking out the reputation of the business. 

 DO NOT BUY a used car without taking it to a mechanic to have it checked out first.  Used cars are 
sold “as is” in Colorado, so be sure you have it looked over thoroughly before you make a decision.  
 

 READ any contract that you sign carefully.  Contracts often contain technical language. If the 
contract is in English, get it translated to ensure that you understand all the terms. 
 

 DO NOT PAY money up front to anyone who offers to obtain governmental licenses, citizenship 
status, Social Security numbers, or transportation to and from another country.  Also beware of 
unscrupulous moving companies. 
 

 DO NOT PAY money up front to obtain a job. 
 

 DO NOT BUY any big ticket items, like a mobile home or vehicle, without first verifying that the 
seller has ownership of the item for sale – ask for a title, for instance. 
 

 IF YOU ACCEPT a position for day labor, make sure you know the name of the person hiring you, 
obtain any information that might help you later if you are not paid, like license plate numbers or 
addresses where you have worked. 
 

 DO NOT PAY money up front to obtain English-language lessons unless you can check the 
reputation of the company or see the product – like DVD’s or CD’s. 
 

 DO NOT FALL FOR lottery offerings from other countries – do not give money to receive any 
winnings. 

      


