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St. Vrain Creek restoration master planning process begins

Boulder County, Colo. — As part of long-term flood recovery, Boulder County has hired consultant
Michael Baker Jr., Inc. to complete a master plan for the St. Vrain Creek watershed, which includes South
St. Vrain Creek, North St. Vrain Creek, and the main stem of St. Vrain Creek to the confluence with
Boulder Creek.

The master plan will be used to guide the county, municipalities, and individual landowners in
identification and prioritization of stream rehabilitation and restoration projects. The goal of the master
planning effort and subsequent project implementation is increased resiliency in communities, economies,
and river systems.

“Using an open and collaborative process among public agencies, property owners, ditch companies,
stakeholders, and the public, the St. Vrain master plan will help facilitate the transition to the next phase
of creek recovery,” said Dave Jula, St. Vrain Creek Watershed Master Plan Project Manager, for Michael
Baker Jr., Inc.

The master planning effort is funded by a grant from the Colorado Water Conservation Board, Boulder
County, and other local agencies. The project will begin immediately with public meetings, field
assessments, and data analysis. The final master plan is expected to be completed by early fall.

The consultant was selected through a competitive process by the St. Vrain Creek Coalition. The St.
Vrain Creek Coalition consists of representatives from Boulder County, Natural Resource Conservation
Service, Town of Lyons, City of Longmont, St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District, USDA
Forest Service, Arapaho Roosevelt National Forest, Colorado Department of Transportation, and the
Colorado Water Conservation Board.

“After thorough review of the bids we received, the St. Vrain Creek Coalition selected Michael Baker Jr.,
Inc. for the project because of their strong technical expertise and their commitment to citizen
participation in the process,” said Julie McKay, St. Vrain Creek Coalition lead for Boulder County.

Please refer to www.BoulderCountyCreekPlan.org for the schedule of public meetings, which will be
announced in May.

Similar master planning efforts are underway for many other watersheds in Boulder County, including
Left Hand Creek, Little Thompson River, and Fourmile Creek. For more information on any of the master
plans, please contact Stacey Proctor, Communications Specialist at 303-441-1107 or
sproctor@bouldercounty.org.
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