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B1: Outstanding Biodiversity
Significance (Irreplacable)

An area that on a global scale is
irreplaceable. The area has a concentration
of four or more globally critically imperiled to
globally imperiled (G1-G2) element
occurrences that are in excellent or good (A-
or B-ranked) condition.

B2: Very High Biodiversity Significance
(Nearly Irreplacable)

An area that on a global scale is nearly
irreplaceable and significance on a national
scale. An area has a concentration of
several biodiversity elements that are
globally rare (G3) and/or species that are
common globally (G4 or G5) but rare within
Colorado.

B3: High Biodiversity Significance

An area that has state-wide importance. The
area has a concentration of several
biodiversity elements that are more common
globally but are excellent or good for this
ecoregion.

2013 Update

An area with a concentration of rare
environmental resources that represents one
of the greatest opportunities for preserving
specific aspects of Boulder County’s natural
heritage. These areas have been identified
and ranked by the CSU Natural Heritage
Program.

High Biodiversity Areas
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Environmental
Conservation Areas

Areas of the County that
possess a relatively low
amount of fragmentation,
contain high quality natural
resources or habitats, are
designated at a sufficient size
to provide ecological benefit,
and/or have significant
potential for restoration

Overland Habitat
Connectors
! ! !

Areas of wildlife movement
across relatively
unfragmented landscapes
which provides connectivity
among Environmental
Conservation Areas

Riparian Habitat
Connectors

Areas of wildlife movement
adjacent to relative
unfragmented waterways
which provides connectivity
among Environmental
Conservation Areas
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Natural Landmarks

A landscape feature
designated solely for its visual
and scenic prominence that
distinguishes a specific
locality in Boulder County.

Natural Areas

An area especially unique
and important to the natural
heritage of the county that
typifies native vegetation and
associated biological and
geological features and
provides habitat for rare or
endangered animal or plant
species; or includes geologic
or other natural features of
scientific or educational
value.
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Zone 1 Mouse Management Area (MMA)

Area s in w hich PMJM is kno w n to  o ccur,
including a dja cent ha bita t pa tches tha t a re
likely to  be o ccupied.  Ma na gem ent sho uld
em pha size m a inta ining higher qua lity
ripa ria n ha bita t a nd higher num bers o f m ice.
Area s o f po o r qua lity a re prio rities fo r
resto ra tio n w ith high expecta tio ns fo r
success.
Zone 2 Possible Linkages

Linka ges a re designa ted fo r po pula tio ns tha t
o nce o ccurred a s a  single unit, but a re no w
fra gm ented.  Linka ges pro vide a dequa te
structure fo r a  few  m ice to  “m a ke it to  the
o ther side”, fa cilita ting dispersa l, po pula tio n
m a intena nce, a nd genetic excha nge.
Zone 3 Suitable Contiguous Habitat

Area s o f suita ble ha bita t tha t a re co ntiguo us
to  a  kno w n po pula tio n a nd a re no t kno w n to
be o ccupied by PMJM (i.e. PMJM either
ha ve no t been ca ptured o r no  tra pping ha s
o ccurred).
Zone 4 Potential Restoration, Contiguous

Area s no t kno w n to  be o ccupied but
co ntiguo us w ith kno w n po pula tio ns w here
resto ra tio n o f unsuita ble o r degra ded ha bita t
co uld result in a  significa nt increa se in a
PMJM po pula tio n.
Zone 5 Suitable, Noncontiguous Habitat

Area s o f suita ble ha bita t tha t a re NOT
co ntiguo us to  a  kno w n po pula tio n a nd a re
no t kno w n to  be o ccupied by PMJM.
Foothills Perennial Stream Habitat

Area s o f suita ble PMJM ha bita t a lo ng
fo o thills perennia l strea m s up to  7,600 ft. in
eleva tio n no t co vered under o ne o f the o ther
designa tio ns. PMJM a re kno w n to  o ccupy
ripa ria n ha bita t up to  this eleva tio n (USFWS
2004).

2013 Upda te

Ha bita t Co nserva tio n Area s a re a da pted fro m
the “Po ssible Co nserva tio n Zo nes” o f the
PMJM Co nserva tio n Ha ndbo o k.  The
designa tio ns guide co nserva tio n o f PMJM
ha bita t w ith the o vera rching go a l o f a iding
in the reco very o f this Threa tened species.  

Habitat Conservation Areas Descriptions
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Rare Plant Areas

An area known to have or
have a high likelihood of
having occurrences of Plant
Species of Special Concern.

Significant Natural
Communities

An area where a combination
of plant species (a plant
association) that is critically
imperiled or vulnerable to
extirpation is present.
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Riparian Areas

An area recognized by the
presence of linear bands of
trees, shrubs, and
herbaceous vegetation along
a waterway where plant
communities and soil
moisture differ from
surrounding upland
vegetation and soils

Wetlands

Lands transitional between
terrestrial and aquatic
systems where the water
table is usually at or near the
surface or the land is covered
by shallow water with one or
more of the following
attributes: (1) at least
periodically, the land supports
predominantly hydrophytes
(wetland plants); (2) the
substrate is predominantly
un-drained hydric soil; and/or
(3) the substrate is non-soil
and is saturated with water or
covered by shallow water at
some time during the growing
season of each year (USFWS
1993).
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Critical Wildlife Habitats

An area of unique habitat
which has a crucial role in
sustaining populations of
native wildlife and in
perpetuating and encouraging
a diversity of native species in
the county. The area may be
significantly productive
habitat or particularly vital to
the life requirements of
species that are critically
imperiled or vulnerable to
extirpation.

Wildlife Migration Corridors

A specific, delineated area of
known elk migration
movement for a major elk
herd in Boulder County.
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Critical Wildlife Habitats
2 Copeland Willow Carr 58 Hunters Creek

4 Deadman Gulch and South St. Vrain 59 Geer Canyon

5 Steamboat Mountain 60 Caribou Ranch Montane Parkland

7 St. Vrain Corridor 61 Barker Reservoir

8 Rabbit Mountain 62 Beaver Reservoir

10 Middle St. Vrain Willow Carr 63 Goose Pond

11 Tumblesom Lake 64 Southern Grasslands

12 Marietta Canyon 65 Kenosha Wetlands

13 Lefthand Palisades 66 Two Creeks

14 Lefthand Creek Cottonwood Groves 67 Cony Creek

15 Lagerman Reservoir 68 Ouzel Creek

16 Gaynor Lakes 69 Sandbeach Creek

17 Panama Reservoir 70 Peewink Mountain

19 City of Boulder Watershed 71 Red Hill Gulch

20 Como Creek 72 Antelope Park

21 Boulder Falls Area 73 North Saint Vrain Canyon

23 Boulder Reservoir 74 Hat Rock

25 Walden and Sawhill Ponds 75 Ingersoll Quarry

26 White Rocks 76 South Draw

27 Lower Boulder Creek Riparian Area 77 Hodgson-Harris Reservoir

28 Diamond Lake Outlet 78 Buffalo Gulch and Rock Creek

29 Chittenden Meadows 79 Bear and Aspen Canyons

30 Arapaho Ranch - Tucker Homestead 80 Giggey Lake

31 Boulder Mountain Parks Eldorado Mountain 81 Hall 2

35 Lost Lake 82 B.L.I.P. Ponds and Lapin Pond

36 Carolyn Holmberg Preserve at Rock Creek Farm 83 Geer Meadows

37 Sombrero Marsh 84 Red Hill

38 Lazy H. Ranch Willow Carr 85 Coffin Top Mountain

39 Coney Flats Willow Carr 86 Powers March

40 Mitchell Lake Willow Carr 87 Quicksilver

41 Coney Lake Willow Carr 88 Gunbarrel Hill

42 Long Lake Willow Carr 89 South Boulder Creek Floodplain and Terrace

43 South St. Vrain Willow Carr 90 North Boulder Grasslands

44 Letthand Reservoir Willow Carr 91 Bummer's Gulch

45 Boulder Watershed Willow Carr 92 Kenosha Heronry

46 Lake Albion Willow Carr 93 Upper Caribou Park Willow Carr Complex

47 Triple Lakes Willow Carr 94 North Foothills Elk Herd

53 Woodland Flats Willow Carr 95 Winiger Ridge Elk Herd

54 Buckeye Basin Willow Carr 96 Peewink Mountain Elk Herd

55 Los Lagos Willow Carr

56 Roaring Fork Willow Carr

57 Peterson Lake

*CWH numbering is not sequential.  Some previously established CWH’s have been deleted or subsumed by another CWH.  Those numbers were “retired”.




