
2016 BOULDER COUNTY BUILDING CODE AMENDMENTS 
DOCKET #BORC-16-0001, PROPOSED BOCC RESOLUTION #2016-96 

 
The following is a summary of the changes that are proposed for the Boulder County Building Code in 2016: 

 

 Administrative, Section 110.3.7, Exception. Restore an exception from the 2012 International 
Codes adoption that permits county building inspectors to inspect insulation for projects with up to 
500 square feet of conditioned floor area (“CFA”) instead of requiring insulation inspections by 
HERS raters for these smaller projects. 

 Snow Loads. Revise the Boulder County Snow Load Map to reflect the snow loads presented in the 
“2016 Colorado Design Snow Loads” report by the Structural Engineers Association of Colorado 
(“SEAC”) dated April 2016. This change would revise ground snow loads from a minimum of 20 – 30 
pounds per square foot (“psf”) in the eastern portion of the unincorporated county upward to a 
minimum of 35 – 50 psf. Snow loads in the western portion of the unincorporated area of the county 
would remain the same. 

 Wind Speeds. As noted during last year’s adoption of the 2015 International Codes, the existing 
Boulder County wind speeds, as shown on the “Colorado Front Range Gust Map,” are actually 
nominal design wind speeds, where wind speeds under ASCE 7-10, as referenced in the 
International Building Code (“IBC”) and the International Residential Code (“IRC”), are ultimate 
design wind speeds. The Peterka conversion formula was added into the text of the 2015 IBC and 
IRC amendments last year, but this may be an opportunity to also update the wind map to show the 
ultimate design wind speeds. 

 IRC Definitions. Add the definitions for “RECONSTRUCTED DWELLING” and 
“REMODEL/RENOVATION” to IRC Section R202. Definitions for these items were previously 
contained in the 2012 IRC adoption. 

 IRC R327 Reference. Correct an error. The reference to Section R325.6.6 in Section R327.4.10 
should refer to Section R327.4.9. 

 BuildSmart: 
o N1101.13.1. New Dwellings Buildings. Change new “Dwellings” to “Buildings,” as 

conditioned accessory structures are also to meet BuildSmart requirements. 
o N1101.18 Renewable energy requirements. Add a section that permits compliance with 

BuildSmart through participation in solar gardens or solar farms. These provisions were 
contained in the 2012 IRC amendments, but were inadvertently left out of the 2015 adoption. 

o Figure N1101.13.1 OPTIONS FOR NEW DWELLINGS BUILDINGS. Same as Section 
N1101.13.1 above. 

o FIGURE N1101.13.2(1), TABLE N1102.1.2 and TABLE N1102.1.4. Add a footnote, identical 
to the existing Figure N1101.13.1 footnote a, noting that buildings with more than 18% 
glazing to floor area ratios may not use the prescriptive path unless they are passive solar 
designs with 50% or more of the glazing facing south. 

o TABLE FIGURE N1101.13.2(3). Change the name of this table from a “Figure” to a “Table.” 
 

The proposed codes, if adopted, will be effective for all building permit applications received after 
January 1, 2017. 


