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On August 21, 2012 the Boulder County Board of Review met for a Public Meeting & Work 
Session to review the staff’s recommendations for amending and adopting the 2012 
International Building Codes. 
 
The meeting convened at 4:05PM.   
 
Board Members Present:  John Murray (Vice chair), Vernon Seieroe, Henry Lopez, Douglas 
Greenspan. 
 
Staff Present:  Gary Goodell (Chief Building Official), Jon Rasmussen (Plans Examiner), 
Michelle Huebner (Lead Plans Examiner), Patrick Delumpa (Building Inspector), Dan 
Mastin (Plans Examiner), Ben Doyle (assistant Boulder County Attorney), Leslie Cline 
(Permit Specialist). 
 
Interested Others:  3 citizens. 

 
1. Call to Order 

 
John Murray called the meeting to order. Gary Goodell conducted roll call of board members 
present. 

 
2.  Minutes 

 
 Approval of Board of Review Minutes from November 19, 2010. 
 Motion:      Henry Lopez moved to approve the minutes. 
 Second:      Vernon Seieroe 

Approved:  Motion passed. Garry Goodell noted that the minutes are a summary and 
the meeting in its entirety is available by request on CD. 

 
 
 



 
3. Public Meeting 

 
1. John Mathew’s of Mathews General Construction:  Questions R value in existing 
basements and floor systems. Gary & Michelle responded that provisions are already 
in the codes. 
2. Jim August representing Camp St Malo:  Concerns with additions to primitive 
cabins requiring sprinklers and the cost of the installation of the sprinkler system. 
John and Henry suggested possible options. Gary stated he was willing to entertain 
proposed modifications and/or alternative methods to achieve the code. 

 
4. 

BORC-12-0001: 2012 International Codes Adoption & Amendments 
 
Gary provided a summary of the International Codes and Boulder County’s method 
on adopting the codes. He also suggested the option of adopting the IGCC, ICC 700, 
the Residential Green Building Standard, the International Performance Code and the 
IWUIC. Some changes to the 2012 IRC that Gary recommends are: keeping the fence 
heights at 6’; requiring a permit for public playground equipment; add language for 
requiring wall bracing: add mid-roof inspection requirement; add exterior wall & roof 
shearing inspection requirement; add radon, shower pan, radiant heat, masonry 
attachment and exterior lath inspection requirements; amend or delete various 
changes to 2012 that conflict with Colorado, Boulder County or local practices. Gary 
reviewed the county’s history on its Residential Fire Sprinkler requirement and the 
fact that a fire sprinkler requirement is in some versions of the Fire Codes that the 
Fire Departments are adopting and are different than the 2012 Codes. The Draft of 
the proposed Fire Sprinkler Code Amendments was revued with the Board. A 
questionnaire was sent out to 48 sprinkler install companies regarding cost of 
installation of various types of systems. The Building staff would like to combine the 
Ignition Resistant Construction requirements that are in both the IRC & IBC and 
possibly tighten up our requirements. The staff would like to evaluate our 
amendments to the 2009 IECC and the changes in the 2012 IECC as well as our 
Buildsmart codes. The avoidance of conflicts or redundancy between the IGCC and 
other I-codes or amendments would be helpful. Adoption of the ICC Performance 
Code to be used as a guide for evaluating appeals, modifications and alternative 
methods and materials would be a helpful tool for us. The amending of the IBC 
appendix Chapter C, Group U to allow for agricultural buildings with lower occupant 
loads would be helpful to smaller Ag uses. We are looking at incorporating some 
codes for Medical Marijuana Facilities regarding energy codes, lighting and the fact 
that these are another commercial business. 
Board Comments: Doug, Gary and Vernon discussed the Fire Study and whether 
any of the homes in the Fourmile Canyon Fire and the Eldo Canyon Fire had 
sprinklers or not.  Gary explained that sprinklers are designed to stop fires that start 
within the structure not protect the structure from external fires. Vernon commented 
that sprinklers are for life and safety issues. John expressed his compassion with Mr. 
August’s situation and urged him to work with Gary on a resolution. Henry requested 
that only proposed changes to the codes be sent to the board prior to the next meeting.  



 
5. Code Adoption Schedule 

 
Tuesday, September 4, 2012 – 4:00 P.M.: Board of Review Public Hearing, BOCC Hearing 
Room, 3rd Floor Main Courthouse, downtown Boulder, CO. 
 
Tuesday, September 11, 2012 – 12:30 – 2:20 P.M.: Presentation to Colorado Green Building 
Guild (CGBG) Brown Bag Luncheon, REI Community Room, 1789 28th St, Boulder CO 
80305. 
 
Thursday, September 27, 2012, 1:30 P.M.: Board of County Commissioners Public 
Hearing. 
Resolution 2012-50, BOCC Hearing Room, 3rd floor, Main Courthouse, downtown Boulder, 
CO. 
 
Tuesday January 1, 2013: Updated Codes effective for all Building Permit applications 
received on or after this date. 

 
 
 

Adjourned 
Motion:  John Murray 
Second:  Henry Lopez 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:20 PM. 
 
 
 
The official record of this meeting is on compact disc (CD).  Detailed information regarding the docket items, 
including maps and legal descriptions are available for public use at the Land Use Department, 13th and Spruce, 
Boulder, CO. 303-441-3930. 
 
 


