
Agricultural Uses in the Boulder County Land Use Code – What can I do on my 
Property? 
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I want to… 
(start here) 

None of which have to 
be grown on-site… 

For more than 42 days in a 

year? This is a Farm Store 
use, a principal use (LUC 4-

502). GO TO CHART D. 

 

For less than 42 days in a year? 

This is a Seasonal Farm 
Stand use, a principal use (LUC 

4-502). GO TO CHART D. 

 

Carry out agricultural activities which 
predominantly occur inside one or more 

structures, such as agricultural storage facilities, 
greenhouses, indoor riding facilities, and storage 
for accessory sales of agricultural or horticultural 

products. These activities are Intensive 
Agricultural Uses, a category of principal use 

(LUC 4-502). GO TO CHART A. 

Carry out agricultural activities which 
predominantly occur outside, such as the 
grazing, keeping, and use of livestock, the 

production, harvesting, and selling of 
agricultural and horticultural products, and 

accessory storage. These activities are Open 
Agricultural Uses, a category of principal 

use (LUC 4-502). GO TO CHART A. 

Sell agricultural or 
horticultural products… 

The majority of which, but 
not all, are grown on-site. 

This is an Accessory 
Farm Stand use (LUC 4-

516). GO TO CHART C. 

Which are grown on-site. 

This is an Accessory 
Agricultural Sale use 

(LUC 4-516). GO TO 
CHART C. 

Demonstrate farming, 
ranching, and agricultural 
practices; to assist in the 

evaluation of farming 
practices and 

technologies, and to 
increase public awareness 

of food production and 
preparation practices. This 

is a Demonstration 
Farm or Farm Camp 
use. It must be accessory 
to Open Agricultural Uses 

(LUC 4-516). GO TO 
CHART B. 

Use my farm as a venue 
to host an event for a 

group of between 26 and 
99 individuals, such as 
farm-to-table dinners, 

weddings, wedding 
receptions, or any other 
gathering where eating 

and socializing occurs. This 

is a Farm Events use, 
an accessory use (LUC 4-

516). GO TO CHART B. 
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Chart A – Open and Intensive Agricultural Uses 
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I want to: carry out agricultural activities which 
predominantly occur outside, such as the 
grazing, keeping, and use of livestock, the 

production, harvesting, and selling of agricultural 
and horticultural products, and accessory 

storage. These activities are Open Agricultural 
Uses, a category of principal use (LUC 4-502). 

I want to: carry out agricultural activities which 
predominantly occur inside one or more 

structures, such as agricultural storage facilities, 
greenhouses, indoor riding facilities, and storage 
for accessory sales of agricultural or horticultural 

products. These activities are Intensive 
Agricultural Uses, a category of principal use 

(LUC 4-502). 

How is my property zoned? How is my property zoned? 

Forestry or Rural 
Residential – 

Intensive 
Agricultural Uses 
are permitted by 
Special Review 

on your 
property. For more 

on the Special Review 
Process, see 

http://www.boulderco
unty.org/doc/landuse/
specialusepacket.pdf 

and LUC 4-600 through 
4-604. 

Agricultural, 
Light 

Industrial, or 
General 

Industrial – 
Intensive 

Agricultural 
Uses are 

permitted by 
right on your 

property. 

Estate 
Residential, 
Suburban 

Residential, 
Multifamily, 

Manufactured 
Home, 

Transitional, 
Business, 

Commercial, 
or Mountain 
Industrial – 

Intensive 
Agricultural 
Uses are not 
permitted on 
your property. 

Forestry, Agricultural, 
Rural Residential, 
Estate Residential, 

Light Industrial, 
General Industrial, or 

Mountain 
Institutional – Open 
Agricultural Uses are 

permitted by right on 
your property. 

Suburban 
Residential, 
Multifamily, 

Manufactured 
Home, 

Transitional, 
Business, or 

Commercial – Open 
Agricultural Uses 

are not permitted 
on your property. 
However, keeping 
chickens, bees, or 

horses may be 
allowed as an 

accessory use. (LUC 
4-516) 

Open Agricultural Uses Requirements: 

-Accessory structures such as hoop houses or high tunnels 
used to extend the growing season, or for food storage or 
maintenance of items that support the agricultural use are 

allowed as part of this use. 

-This use is not required to be located on a building lot, or 
comply with the minimum lot size requirements for the district 

in which it is located unless it has an associated principal or 
accessory dwelling. 

-Accessory Sales associated with Open Agricultural Uses shall 
conform to the requirements of Accessory Agricultural Sales. 

-One single family dwelling, occupied by the owner or 
manager of the farm, will be considered customary and 

incidental as part of this use. Single family dwellings must be 
located on building lots. 

-Any accessory structures must be accessory to the use of the 
property on which the structure is located except for storage 

of associated agricultural equipment and agricultural and 
horticultural products grown on-site. On-site means 

agricultural and horticultural products that are grown on 
parcels under the same ownership, lease or contract as the 

parcel on which the accessory structure is located. 

Intensive Agricultural Uses Requirements: 

-Accessory sales associated with Intensive Agricultural Uses shall 
conform to the requirements of Accessory Agricultural Sales. 

-One single family dwelling will be considered customary and 
incidental as part of this use. 
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Chart B – Farm Events and Demonstration Farm or Farm Camp Accessory Uses 
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Use my farm as a venue to host an event for a group of 
between 26 and 99 individuals, such as farm-to-table dinners, 
weddings, wedding receptions, or any other gathering where 
eating and socializing occurs where the majority of the food 

served at the event is made with ingredients grown or raised in 

Boulder County or by the host farmers. This is a Farm Events 
use, an accessory use (LUC 4-516).  

Demonstrate farming, ranching, and agricultural 
practices, to assist in the evaluation of farming 

practices and technologies, and to increase public 
awareness of food production and preparation 

practices. This use is a Demonstration Farm 
or Farm Camp use. It must be accessory to 

Open Agricultural Uses (LUC 4-516). 

How is my property zoned? 
How is my property zoned? 

Agricultural or 
Rural Residential 
(unsubdivided)– 
Classes of farm 
camps for 8 or 

fewer people per 
day are permitted 
by right. Classes 
for more than 8 

people are allowed 
by Limited Impact 

Special Review. See 
http://www.boulderc
ounty.org/property/b

uild/pages/lu.aspx 
and LUC 4-600 

through 4-604 for 
information on the 

LISR process. 

 

Forestry, Rural 
Residential 

(subdivided), 
Estate 

Residential, 
Suburban 

Residential, 
Multifamily, 

Manufactured 
Home, 

Transitional, 
Business, 

Commercial, 
Light Industrial, 

General 
Industrial, 
Mountain 

Institutional – 
Demonstration 
Camp or Farm 
Camp uses are 
not permitted 

on your 
property. 

Forestry, Rural Residential 
(subdivided), Estate 

Residential, Suburban 
Residential, Multifamily, 

Manufactured Home, 
Transitional, Business, 

Commercial, Light Industrial, 
General Industrial, Mountain 

Institutional – Farm Events 
uses are not permitted on 

your property. 

Agricultural or Rural 
Residential (unsubdivided) 
– Permitted either by right 

or by Limited Impact 
Special Review. The 

review process required is 
based on the frequency of 

events. 

Up to 6 farm 
events per year 
are permitted 

by right. If home 
events also occur 
on a parcel where 

Farm Events 
occur, not more 

than 12 total 
events (including 
a maximum of six 
Farm Events) may 

occur per 
calendar year.  

7 to 12 Farm 
Events per 

calendar year 
are permitted by 

LISR. See 

http://www.boulderco
unty.org/property/buil

d/pages/lu.aspx and 
LUC 4-600 through 4-

604 for information on 
the LISR process. 

13 or more 
Farm Events 
per calendar 
year will be 

considered a 
Reception 
Halls and 

Community 
Meeting 

Facilities Use. 

Farm Events Use Requirements: 

-This use requires a building lot. Parcels that are not building lots may host farm-to-table dinners only. 

-Open agriculture must be the principal use of the parcel. 

-This use must occur on a parcel large enough to accommodate the use, parking, and sanitary facilities in a 
manner that does not negatively impact neighboring parcels and traffic and the principal use of the parcel itself.  

-No event will occur before 9am or after 10pm.  

-Building new Floor Area or utilizing existing Floor Area for these events is prohibited under this use 
classification. Utilization of structures that meet the definition of Floor Area would be considered a Reception 

Halls and community Meeting Facilities use. 

-This use shall also be granted and maintain all applicable local, state, and federal permits. It is possible 
separate permits or approvals may be required by County or State agencies for any food or drink provided. The 

applicant should contact the applicable agencies well in advance of the event to ensure adequate time for 
processing any applications, including Boulder County Public Health regarding requirements for food service 

handling and the County Commissioners’ Office regarding requirements for Liquor Permits, County 
Transportation Department for Special Events that utilize or impact County Right-of-Way, and Parks and Open 

Space for Events or Group Gatherings on Parks and Open Space-owned property. 

-Parking requirements: Vehicles should be accommodated on-site. On street parking may be permissible with 
review and approval from the Transportation Department. 

 

Demonstration Camp or Farm Camp Use 
Requirements: 

-Overnight classes and camps are not permitted as part of this use. 

-A related structure, including a classroom or kitchen for food 
preparation, may be approved as part of the Demonstration Farm Use. 

-A building lot is required for this use. 

-All farm camps for children must provide a copy of their child care 
license or a written exemption from the Colorado Department of 

Human Services to the Land Use Department regardless of the number 
of children participating in the camp. 

-Parking requirements: Vehicles should be accommodated on-site. On 
street parking may be permissible with review and approval from the 

Transportation Department.  
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Chart C – Accessory Agricultural Sales and Accessory Farm Stands 
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I want to: Sell agricultural or horticultural products 

which are grown on-site. This is an Accessory 
Agricultural Sale use (LUC 4-516). 

Nonagricultural and nonhorticultural products and 
products which are not grown on-site may comprise no 

more than ten percent of total annual sales. 

How is my property zoned? 

Estate 
Residential, 

Forestry, 
Agricultural, 

Light 
Industrial, 

General 
Industrial, 
Mountain 

Institutional – 
Accessory 

Agricultural 
Sales are 

permitted by 
right on your 

property. 

Rural Residential 
– Accessory 

Agricultural Sales 
are permitted by 

right on your 
property ONLY IF 

your land is 
unsubdivided. If 

your land is 
subdivided, this 
use is permitted 

by Limited 
Impact Special 

Review. See 
http://www.boulde
rcounty.org/proper
ty/build/pages/lu.a
spx and LUC 4-600 
through 4-604 for 
information on the 

LISR process. 

Suburban 
Residential, 
Multifamily, 

Manufactured 
Home, 

Transitional, 
Business, or 

Commercial – 
Accessory 

Agricultural 
Sales are not 
permitted on 
your property. 

I want to: Sell agricultural or horticultural products, 
the majority of which (but not all) are grown on-site. 

This is an Accessory Farm Stand use (LUC 4-
516). Agricultural products grown on-site must 

comprise at least 60% of total annual sales. 
Nonagricultural products may comprise no more than 

ten percent of annual sales. 

How is my property zoned? 

Agricultural, 
Estate 

Residential, 
Light Industrial, 

or General 
Industrial – 

Accessory Farm 
Stands are 

permitted by 
Limited Impact 
Special Review 

on your 
property. See 

http://www.boulde
rcounty.org/proper
ty/build/pages/lu.a
spx and LUC 4-600 
through 4-604 for 

information on the 
LISR process. 

 

Rural 
Residential – 

Accessory 
Farm Stands 

are permitted 
by Limited 

Impact Special 
Review on 

your property 
ONLY IF your 

land is 
unsubdivided. 

See 
http://www.boul
dercounty.org/p
roperty/build/pa
ges/lu.aspx  and 

LUC 4-600 
through 4-604 
for information 

on the LISR 
process. 

Forestry, 
Suburban 

Residential, 
Multifamily, 

Manufactured 
Home, 

Transitional, 
Business, 

Commercial, 
or Mountain 

Institutional – 
Accessory 

Farm Stands 
are not 

permitted on 
your property. 

Accessory Agricultural Sales and Accessory Farm Stand Requirements: 
- For purposes of these uses, the term “on-site” means products that are grown on parcels under the same ownership, lease, or control as the parcel where 

the Accessory Agricultural Sale or Accessory Farm Stand use is located.  

-Agricultural and horticultural products grown on the farm may be processed on the farm to create a value-added product provided the majority of the 
ingredients are grown on-site. 

-A commercial kitchen for the express purpose of processing agricultural products may be constructed and used in association with a Demonstration Farm 
Use. 

-Value-added products can be sold on-site, but may require a license from Boulder County Public Health. 

-Parking requirements: Vehicles should be accommodated on-site. On street parking may be permissible with review and approval from the Transportation 
Department. 

- Note: The requirement for LISR for these uses may be waived if the Director determines the Accessory Agricultural Sales or Accessory Farm Stand will not 
have a negative impact on the neighborhood or Significant Agricultural Lands and that there is no potential for any significant conflict with the criteria listed 

in Article 4-601 of this Code. In considering this determination, the Director shall notify adjacent property owners. The Director shall not issue the 
determination for seven days and shall consider any comments received from the public.  
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Chart D – Farm Store and Seasonal Farm Stand Uses 
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I want to: Sell agricultural or horticultural products, such as 
seasonal produce, none of which have to be grown on-site. 

For more than 42 days in a year? 

This is a Farm Store use, a 
principal use (LUC 4-502).  

For less than 42 days in a year? 

Your use is a Seasonal Farm 
Stand use, a principal use (LUC 

4-502) 

How is my property zoned? 

Agricultural – Farm 
Store and Seasonal 

Farm Stand uses are 
permitted by Limited 

Impact Special 
Review on your 

property. See 
http://www.bouldercoun
ty.org/property/build/pa

ges/lu.aspx and LUC 4-
600 through 4-604 for 

information on the LISR 
process. 

Rural Residential – 
Farm Store and 

Seasonal Farm Stand 
uses are permitted by 

Limited Impact 
Special Review on 

your property ONLY 
IF your land is 

unsubdivided. See 
http://www.bouldercou
nty.org/property/build/p
ages/lu.aspx  and LUC4-
600 through 4-604 for 

information on the LISR 
process. 

 

Business, 
Commercial or 

General 
Industrial - Farm 

Store and 
Seasonal Farm 
Stand uses are 
permitted by 
right on your 

property. 

Forestry, Estate 
Residential, 
Suburban 

Residential, 
Manufactured Home, 

Multifamily, 
Transitional, Light 

Industrial, or 
Mountain 

Institutional – Farm 
Store and Seasonal 

Farm Stand uses are 
not permitted on 

your property. 

Farm Store use requirements: 

-One single family dwelling, occupied by the 
owner, operator, or manager of the business will 
be considered customary and incidental as part 

of this use. 

-Nonagricultural and nonhorticultural products 
may comprise no more than ten percent of sales. 

-A building lot is required for this use. 

-Parking requirements: One space per 200 square 
feet of floor area. 

Seasonal Farm Stand use requirements: 

-Nonagricultural and nonhorticultural products 
may comprise no more than ten percent of sales. 

-This use includes Christmas tree and pumpkin 
sales. 

-This use may include agriculturally based 
recreation activities.  

-Parking requirements: On street parking may be 
permissible with review and approval with review 

and approval from the Transportation 
Department. 
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