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Staff: Gary Goodell, Chief Building Official, Secretary to the Fire Code Review Committee 
 

The Coal Creek Canyon Fire Protection District lies in the south central portion of Boulder 
County and also extends into Jefferson County.  The Boulder County portion is bounded on 
the north and the east by the Rocky Mountain Fire District (formerly Cherryvale and 
Eldorado Springs, respectively), on the south by the Jefferson County portion of the district 
and on the west by the Timberline Fire Protection District (formerly High Country and 
Colorado Sierra). 
 
The district’s board of directors has adopted the 2009 edition of the International Fire Code 
(IFC), including Appendices B, C, E, F and G.  Coal Creek Canyon FPD Board of Directors 
Resolution No. 10-03, which is attached to the 2009 adoption proposal, also notes that the 
district has sprinkler requirements for “…all one/two family dwellings over 3600 sq. ft” and 
that the district has adopted portions of the 2003 International Urban-Wildland Interface 
Code (IUWIC).  The district’s web site notes that “CCCFPD has adopted the 2003 
International Residential Code to include the Interface Code.”  Resolution No. 10-03 also 
notes “That Chapter 5; Chapter 4, Section 403; and Appendices A and D of the 2003 
International Wildland Urban Interface Code are not applicable.” 

 
Staff has a number of issues with the proposed fire code adoption: 

1. Jurisdiction.  The adopting resolution No. 11-04 contains only references to 
“Jefferson County.”  These should be changed to “Boulder County.” 

2. Appendices.  Appendix E of the 2009 IFC includes the statement, “This appendix is 
for information purposes and is not intended for adoption.”  Appendix E should be 
deleted from the list of adopted appendices. 

3. Amendments.  In general, although the amendments are relatively few, they are 
confusing.  They are not written as amendments to specific IFC code sections, but are 
written as “stand-alone” amendments within Resolutions 10-03 and 11-04.  It is also 
not clear whether Resolution 10-03 has already been through the review and approval 
process or whether it is proposed for adoption now, or whether portions of it will be 



superseded by the 2009 IFC adoption.  The adopting resolution(s) should be amended 
to clarify exactly what is being adopted and which amendments replace or modify 
requirements in the published Fire Code. 

4.  Conflicts.  One of the purposes of the fire code review process is to avoid conflicts 
with Boulder County’s regulations.  An additional concern is that the county’s 
citizens may be faced with needing to satisfy two different enforcement agencies that 
are attempting to enforce the same or similar regulations in different ways, with 
redundant or differing requirements or interpretations.  Generally, building codes 
regulate new construction and fire codes regulate items such as existing buildings, 
processes conducted within buildings, facilities or premises; and the storage of 
flammable, combustible, explosive or otherwise hazardous materials.  Of course, 
there are some overlapping areas, such as the installation of new fire alarm systems 
and fire sprinkler systems, and the Fire Code has its own “construction permits” 
requirements under Section 105.7 to deal with these. 

On the other hand, the Urban-Wildland Interface Code (“Wildland-Urban Interface 
Code” in more recent editions) is written as a stand-alone code that, in Chapter 1, 
contains requirements to regulation new construction and to require permits for new 
construction. 
 
The adoption of the Urban-Wildland Interface Code and the purported adoption of the 
2003 International Residential Code (IRC) do conflict with Boulder County’s adopted 
codes and should be deleted from the fire code adoption. 
 

5. Residential Fire Sprinklers.  The 2009 IFC includes residential fire sprinkler 
requirements for all new one- and two-family dwellings and townhouses.  Boulder 
County has not finalized its adoption of the 2009 IRC sprinkler requirements, with the 
effective date for the requirements currently postponed until January 1, 2013, and the 
county is currently considering the adoption of the 2012 IRC with the same sprinkler 
requirements and proposed effective date.  For this reason, approval of the sprinkler 
provisions contained within the adoption of the 2009 IFC should include a condition 
that they apply only if the Boulder County Board of County Commissioners approves 
and adopts the sprinkler requirements as part of the Boulder County Building Code. 

6. Code Editions.  If the adopting resolution requires amending anyway, it may be 
appropriate for the district to consider adopting the 2012 edition of the IFC at this 
time. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends that the Fire Code Review Committee 
TABLE Docket #FCRC-12-0001, Coal Creek Canyon FPD Fire Code, for the reasons noted 
in the staff recommendation. 
 
GRG:grg 
Attachments: Coal Creek Canyon FPD Fire Code Adoption, including cover letter and 
Resolutions 10-03 and 11-04. 
 


