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Staff: Gary Goodell, Chief Building Official, Secretary to the Fire Code Review Committee 
 

The Boulder Rural Fire Protection District lies in the area of the county surrounding the City 
of Boulder, with portions of the district extending immediately to the west, north, northeast 
and east of the city limits.   The district boundaries are adjacent to many other districts or 
departments, including the City of Boulder, Rocky Mountain Fire, Fourmile Canyon, 
Sunshine, Pine Brook Hills, Boulder Heights, Left Hand, Hygiene and Mountain View. 
 
The district’s board of directors has adopted the 2012 edition of the International Fire Code 
(IFC), including Appendices B, C, E, F, G and I, by resolution dated June 21, 2012 
(attached). 
 
Staff has a number of comments on the proposed fire code adoption: 

1. 2012 Edition.  Adopting the latest edition of the Fire Code is certainly encouraged, 
and this will correlate well with the county’s upcoming adoption of the 2012 
International Codes. 

2. Appendices.  Appendix E of the 2009 IFC includes the statement, “This appendix is 
for information purposes and is not intended for adoption.”   

3. #8, Subsection 105.6.30, Exception.  There may be a typographical error in the 
wording of the exception that reads “No permit shall be required or burning is 
regulated…”  Was this intended to read “…if burning is regulated…? 

4. #18, Subsection 903.3.1.2.  Although this amendment probably does no harm and is 
not being recommended for revision or deletion, there is a question as to whether it is 
needed.  Section R311 of the International Residential Code (IRC) requires at least 
one full conforming egress door from each dwelling unit, and Section R311.1 
includes the language, “The means of egress shall provide a continuous and 
unobstructed path of vertical and horizontal egress travel from all portions of the 
dwelling to the exterior of the dwelling at the required egress door without requiring 
travel through a garage” (emphasis added). 



 
5. Residential Fire Sprinklers.  The 2012 IFC includes residential fire sprinkler 

requirements for all new one- and two-family dwellings and townhouses.  Boulder 
County has not finalized its adoption of the 2009 IRC sprinkler requirements, with the 
effective date for the requirements currently postponed until January 1, 2013, and the 
county is currently considering the adoption of the 2012 IRC with the same sprinkler 
requirements and proposed effective date.  For this reason, approval of the sprinkler 
provisions contained within the adoption of the 2009 IFC should include a condition 
that they apply only if the Boulder County Board of County Commissioners approves 
and adopts the sprinkler requirements as part of the Boulder County Building Code. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends that the Fire Code Review Committee 
recommend to the Board of County Commissioners that the proposed Boulder Rural FPD 
Fire Code be ACCEPTED for administration by the district in those portions of 
unincorporated Boulder County that lie within the boundaries of the fire protection district, 
with the stipulations as noted in the staff recommendation. 
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Attachment: Boulder Rural FPD Fire Code Adopting Resolution dated June 21, 2012  


