
From: Ginger Ikeda
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; #LandUsePlanner
Subject: Our water
Date: Sunday, December 16, 2012 11:37:27 PM

Dear folks,

I hope you'll be able to take the time to read through this article and perhaps
pursue some of the sources...  We do need to change the laws, eliminate the
industry-bought-and-paid-for exemptions, and we do need enforcement.  Colorado is
under attack, and we are going to be so sorry if we don't stop it.  
http://www.nationofchange.org/poisoning-well-how-feds-let-industry-pollute-nation-
s-underground-water-supply-1355676143

Thank you for strengthening our protections as much as possible.  However, this is
not good enough, as I'm sure you'll agree.  We must press on.

-- 
Ginger

SHARE THE ROAD :)
Riders: Be Bright and Be Seen; Rules of the Road
Drivers: Put down the @%$ cell phone and Save a Life; 3 Feet Between; Pass <15
mph above bike's speed.  THANKS!

"Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It's
not!"
Dr. Seuss

mailto:ginger.ikeda@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:LandUsePlanner@bouldercounty.org
http://www.nationofchange.org/poisoning-well-how-feds-let-industry-pollute-nation-s-underground-water-supply-1355676143
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From: Ginger Ikeda
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; #LandUsePlanner
Subject: more (still) on the problems with fracking -- our health
Date: Tuesday, December 18, 2012 12:48:01 PM

Thank you for keeping up with the science as it continues to come in...

http://ecowatch.org/2012/halt-fracking-exports/

-- 
Ginger

SHARE THE ROAD :)
Riders: Be Bright and Be Seen; Rules of the Road
Drivers: Put down the @%$ cell phone and Save a Life; 3 Feet Between; Pass <15
mph above bike's speed.  THANKS!

"Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It's
not!"
Dr. Seuss

mailto:ginger.ikeda@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:LandUsePlanner@bouldercounty.org
http://ecowatch.org/2012/halt-fracking-exports/


From: Ginger Ikeda
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; #LandUsePlanner
Subject: Hopeful - let"s move this direction!!
Date: Thursday, December 20, 2012 12:33:32 AM

Thank you taking a few short minutes to read this and consider supporting these
technologies, while leading to STOP extraction and concurrent hazards.

http://ecowatch.org/2012/renewables-power-grid-by-2030/

-- 
Ginger

SHARE THE ROAD :)
Riders: Be Bright and Be Seen; Rules of the Road
Drivers: Put down the @%$ cell phone and Save a Life; 3 Feet Between; Pass <15
mph above bike's speed.  THANKS!

"Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It's
not!"
Dr. Seuss

mailto:ginger.ikeda@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:LandUsePlanner@bouldercounty.org
http://ecowatch.org/2012/renewables-power-grid-by-2030/


From: anita li
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Thank you
Date: Friday, December 21, 2012 12:52:20 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,
I want to thank you for your service to the public, and for doing everything you can,
within the current legal framework, to protect the people from the dangers of
fracking.  I hope you will extend the moratorium, which will provide some protection
while the citizens mobilize to change state law.
Again, thank you for your service.  
Sincerely,
Anita Li
Boulder, Colorado resident 

mailto:anitabeth3@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Cyndi Nusbaum
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fracking News
Date: Monday, December 24, 2012 8:09:39 AM

Britian Parliment says No to Fracking Nov. 2012.

http://in.mobile.reuters.com/article/idINDEE8BN02G20121224?irpc=932

Please do the same. Say No to Fracking. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Cyndi Nusbaum
Concerned Boulder Resident

Sent from Yahoo! Mail on Android

mailto:cydnico@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Ginger Ikeda
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; #LandUsePlanner
Subject: State subsidies for o & g
Date: Monday, December 24, 2012 9:46:34 AM

Dear Commissioners,

I hope you will give this some perusal.  Thank you.

http://ecowatch.org/2012/fossil-fuel-subsidies-run-rampant/

Ginger

mailto:ginger.ikeda@gmail.com
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From: dexterpayne1@gmail.com on behalf of Dexter Payne
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fwd: Update #7: Defend Indigenous People and the Amazon
Date: Sunday, December 30, 2012 2:06:26 PM

Dear sir and madams,

I was extremely disappointed by your direction and attitude of "helplessness" in the
face of "law" I the two fracking  hearings I witnessed. "there is nothing we can do"
is not a satisfactory stance, if you truly wish to represent the people who elected
you, and that's not even mentioning "doing the right thing" for the people of the
planet earth. You ran for public office, now follow through and stand up for
humanity. It's your time to shine. 

Please read the email I am forwarding to you, take the time to follow the links. This
is not a bunch of rabble rousing hippies with nothing better to do. This is the
determination of the future of our planet. WE must decide, there will be no aliens to
save us or catastrophic events to intervene and distract us from the work at hand.
The only catastrophe will be if we let Encana move in to our neighborhoods. If the
indigenous of Equador can do it, so can the citizens of Boulder, CO. It is what we
came here to do, all of us. YOU have chosen to lead. We supported your choice. Be
brave - stand up. We are right here to support YOU in representing US. 

DO IT!

Sincerely,
Dexter Payne

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Global Ban on Hydraulic... via Causes <no-reply@causesmail.com>
Date: Sun, Dec 30, 2012 at 11:59 AM
Subject: Update #7: Defend Indigenous People and the Amazon
To: note@dexterpayne.com

An update from the cause

Global Ban on Hydraulic
Fracturing

Update #7 Defend Indigenous
People and the Amazon
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Get others involved
Invite Friends

Posted by Luke Ashley (cause founder)

"We Are Not Poor People": 
Learning from Indigenous Perspectives of Wealth.

The quote you see in the title of this post comes from Franco Viteri, president of
CONFENIAE, a regional organization representing Ecuador's Amazonian indigenous
nationalities. 
He made this remark in response to Ecuador's plans for oil development in the
Amazon, and Ecuadorian President Rafael Correa's stance that indigenous people
"mistake poverty for their traditional lifestyle." 
http://links.causes.com/s/clHRU1?r=1PJG
Both Viteri and Correa's statements indicate starkly contrasted views on wealth
and poverty. This contrast becomes especially apparent when a country like
Ecuador seeks to develop indigenous land for the perceived national economic
benefit it may have. 
So how can a country like Ecuador properly engage an indigenous worldview that
assesses wealth differently? Is there an economic middle ground to be found
between these two parties? 
This blog grapples with the issues surrounding these important questions, and in
doing so, reveals the profound value of embracing indigenous perspectives of
wealth.

Wealth Depends on How You Measure it. 
For many indigenous communities, wealth is linked to the application and
preservation of ancestral knowledge and cultural traditions, and the depth of one's
connection to the environment and the sacred. 
For many modern governments, on the other hand, wealth is perhaps more
defined in terms of the possession of goods, of newly acquired knowledge like
technology, and an ability to utilize and manipulate the environment to create new
avenues of monetary revenue. 
Of course there is overlap in both cases, but it's clear that concepts of wealth are
approached in fundamentally different ways.

What about Environmental Wealth? 
Both sides do in fact view wealth in their natural surroundings. However, the
difference is one of inherent value (indigenous communities) and produced value
(modern governments). 
For example, the government of Ecuador sees the environment as a depository of
resources to be extracted, creating economic wealth in the form of energy
production and commerce. 
In the case of the Amazonian indigenous peoples, the environment is a natural
source of wealth that has inherent value for what it is, not for what can be taken
from it. They don't view trees solely as lumber, or oil as fuel since the pursuit of
these elements would destroy the environment's real natural value.

When Wealth Becomes a Human Rights Issue 
One could argue that the competing views on wealth in this modern-indigenous
clash is fundamentally a human rights issue. No human community should be able
to impose its view of wealth on another. So who decides what system of wealth
will be ? 
The most reasonable answer to this question is that each individual culture must
decide for itself. This enables each unique human community to navigate their

http://links.causes.com/s/clHRV1?r=1PJG
http://links.causes.com/s/clHRU1?r=1PJG


own landscape of wealth and poverty in the ways that are most culturally effective
and relevant.

Meeting in the Middle 
In a video from a recent blog post, indigenous leader and dream shaman Manari
Ushinga urges the human community to "find ways that enable development while
respecting these life systems." His statement offers an example of the middle
ground that both sides can agree on. 
An economic middle ground that the world over must embrace if environmental
wealth is to be recognized (and the cultures that already value it protected) is a
process of development defined by one word: sustainability. 
Development that takes into account the long-term environmental and social
effects of its processes will have to be embraced to ensure preservation of the
world's environmental and cultural wealth.

What's Happening Right Now 
At the moment, Ecuador is not making concerted efforts to explore alternatives to
oil development, and the cultural and environmental wealth of the Amazonian
rainforest remains at risk. 
http://links.causes.com/s/clHRVi?r=1PJG

Address: Causes, 88 Kearny St, Suite 2100, San Francisco, CA 94108 United States
| Privacy Policy 
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From: Rod Brueske
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fwd: complaint #200348658
Date: Monday, December 31, 2012 2:22:13 PM

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Rod Brueske <rkbrueske@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Dec 31, 2012 at 2:20 PM
Subject: complaint #200348658
To: Matt.Lepore@state.co.us

Matt Lepore                                                                                                      
30 dec. 2012
Director
Coloardo Oil and Gas Conservation Commission
1120 Lincoln St. Ste.801

 Dear Mr. Lepore
Thank you for responding to my complaint #200348658. I appreciate your time on
this matter.

Firstly,it appears that the NOAV 200348796, issued on 05-01/2012 as the ROSS `G`
UNIT #1 is erroneously listed as physically being located in two separate
counties;Boulder County:[013] 05-013-06116, and also Weld County:[123]05-123-
06116.I am assuming that the Ross G Unit#1 wells official placement and API
identity should be in Boulder County to reflect an accurate API of:05-013-06116 so i
will reflect that herein.The well in question, is located approximately 657 feet from
the nearest point of my residence and approximately 430 feet to my property line.

As I understand the Coloardo Oil and Gas Conservation Commission [COGCC]
requires me to provide evidence sufficient to prove each element of each Rule that
allege Encana violated.

ORDER NO.1V-399 DOCKET NO. 1211-OV-12 indicates clearly illustrates that
Encana,the current operator of the ROSS `G' UNIT 1,05-013-06116, clearly violated
Rules:324.A.c,805.a.,906.a,907.a,(1),912.A., these violations were confirmed and
documented by COGCC and Coloardo Department of Public and Environment
(CDPHE) staff after I personally reported that the air on my property smelled and
tasted foul of chemicals and felt the safety and welfare of my family and myself was
significantly impacted and might be further threatened by the Ross `G'Unit#1 well if
not addressed and resolved immediately to prevent what appeared to be and was
later confirmed,a chemical release know as condensate venting into the atmosphere.

After noticing the foul air quality,the same  as I reported on April 6th. at 9:30 p.m. I
immediately called the COGCC to report about the well in question and the air
quality change and the importance of my family's health and welfare. The COGCC
and CDPHE staff arrived at the well location at approximately 10:20 A.M. the next
day to inspect it and COGCC and CDPHE staff did in fact locate condensate
emissions being released into the atmosphere in an uncontrolled manner not in
compliance with COGCC Rules and regulations.

mailto:rkbrueske@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
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The current Rule violation(s) and their respective fines are outdated and do not
reflect the aggravating factors listed in Rule 523.d.(2) The violation had a significant
negative impact,or threat of significant negative impact,on the environment or public
health,safety and welfare.

Mitigating factors that might adjust fines should not be considered due to the fact
that the operator installed inadequate equipment where was later replaced only after
I called the COGCC and CDPHE to file a complaint.

Again,the current base fines for Rule violations are inadequate and outdated in
regards to the hazard the violation(s) imposed on my familys safety and welfare.I
request that you,Mr.Matt Lepore, Director of the COGCC take the liberty to fine
Encana 10,000 dollars per violation for a total of 150,000 as adequate amount to
reflect that the violation(s) had a significant negative impact, or threat of significant
of significant negative impact,on the environment or on public health, safety and
welfare to include mine and that of my family.

I believe tha the total incurred fines for alleged violations of 15,000 dollars issued to
Encana Oil&Gas (USA) are less than adequate for the incident(s) illustrated in;
CAUSE NO.1V,DOCKET NO.1211-OV-12.

It appears that Encana`s condensate and associated emissions were uncontrolled in
a potential harmful manner adjacent to my residence.This is unacceptable and
trespasses on my property and way of life.These violations also appear in violations
with hazardous air pollution standards.If I would not have been the ombudsman,
there would not been no `allege` violations and associated fines incurred.

Condensate consists of hazardous air pollutants such as;hydrogen
sulfide,thiols,CO2,C2-C12 carbon
atoms,cyclohexane,napthenes,benzene,toluene,xylenes and ethylebenzenes.Many of
which are carcinogenic and known to cause cancer.Freely or accidentally emitting
these known carcinogens and cancer causing chemicals into the atmosphere should
not happen and must have greater incurred fines.I encourage the COGCC to create
and expedite a public participation for new rulemaking procedures to update the
current system of violations and their respective fines in the next six months.The
current regulations and fines associated for violations are outdated and need to be
readdressed and up dated as oil and gas development and violations occurrences
increase in our State of Coloardo.

I formally protest the associated fine amounts that Encana Oil &GAS (USA) incurred
for said Docket violations and resquest that the COGCC holds a formal hearing
related to my protest. The fines are inadquate for the violation(s).

Sincerely,

Rod Brueske
8381 East County Line Road
Longmont, CO 80504
720-244-1148

tel:720-244-1148


From: Neshama Abraham
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Thank you
Date: Tuesday, January 01, 2013 10:44:01 AM

Dear Will, Cindy and Deb,
Thank you for hanging in and your excellent work to set such strong fracking
regulations for Boulder County. I so appreciated your heart-felt remarks against
fracking at the last public hearing, and I understand your not being able to institute
an outright ban at this time given the politics with the state. I apologize that a
faction of the activists were disrespectful as you do not deserve that. It is good to
establish at least year-long baseline studies on air and water quality before we
consider allowing any more permits for fracked wells. 

The Nov. thru Dec petition against fracking in Boulder County garnered about 3,500
signatures between the online petitions and people signing in person. Here's a link
to a summary blog. In 2013, I'll be taking up the reins to help get a ban on fracking
in the City of Boulder and will be joined by organizers in other municipalities across
the state.

Wishing you the best in 2013.

Sincerely,
Neshama
Founder, Frack Free Boulder County

mailto:neshamaabraham@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
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From: register@commondreams.org on behalf of Eva Mesmer
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Eva Mesmer has forwarded an article to you from Common Dreams
Date: Saturday, January 05, 2013 6:40:14 PM

Eva Mesmer forwarded this article to you from Common Dreams.

Sign up here! if you would like to receive news & views from
CommonDreams.org.

Message from Sender

Dear Will Toor... if Wisconsin can do it, why can't little Boulder County? or the
state for that matter?
I know you said that we can vote to renew our moratorium... good! let's do it
then! Next week, right?
I am so sad to see you wilt under pressure. Fracking is evil, dirty, and destroys
our scant water... 
Please read the Common Dreams article attached... it adds more fuel to our
argument to STOP fracking!
Thanks for listening...
Eva

Landmark Wisconsin Mining Moratorium Under
Siege

Wisconsin's landmark mining moratorium, which has protected sacred tribal lands
and other areas from strip mining for 15 years, is under attack by Republican
Gov. Scott Walker and industry executives who hope to overturn the requirement
that, before obtaining a permit, prospective mining companies prove at least one
mine in the country has not polluted surface or groundwater.

Click here to read more on our site
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From: Ginger Ikeda
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; #LandUsePlanner
Subject: I hope you will look into this
Date: Monday, January 07, 2013 12:07:22 AM

Thank you in advance for taking a few minutes to read this article.  I hope you will
look into the allegations and take them under consideration, as the future of Boulder
County and Colorado as we know them are in jeopardy --- and for what??

http://www.truthdig.com/report/item/the_natural_gas_bubble_20130104/?ln

Thank you for working on behalf of your constituents.

-- 
Ginger Ikeda

SHARE THE ROAD :)
Riders: Be Bright and Be Seen; Rules of the Road
Drivers: Put down the @%$ cell phone and Save a Life; 3 Feet Between; Pass <15
mph above bike's speed.  THANKS!

"Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It's
not!"
Dr. Seuss

mailto:ginger.ikeda@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:LandUsePlanner@bouldercounty.org
http://www.truthdig.com/report/item/the_natural_gas_bubble_20130104/?ln


From: Cyndi Nusbaum
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Sound Decision Making Now
Date: Monday, January 07, 2013 5:38:49 AM

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/mobileweb/jacob-devaney/idle-no-more-the-beauty-
o_b_2393053.html

Sun Jan. 6th, 2013-

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jSdRM6xWSE4&feature=youtube_gdata_player

The time has come, to say No to 'Big Oil & Gas' in Boulder County. Do Not be
involved with clandestine deals, with the contaminated soil, near Rocky Flats. Leave
the space near Valmont Butte, as you found it. You are in charge on making
decisions, that effect us all. Please, take them seriously & put them before, the
party aganda.

Honor your oath to protect The Environment & The People. We are watching,
waiting. We are praying that you do not let this destruction continue. We are
watching, waiting. Please Do Not Disappoint. The Time Has Come For Real Change.
Be The Change.

Sincerely, 
Cyndi Nusbaum
5000 Butte St. # 152
Boulder, CO
80301
Sent from Yahoo! Mail on Android

mailto:cydnico@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: carl mc williams
To: COLORADO OIL & GAS CONSERVATION COMMISSION; Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fw: [New post] COGCC hearings resume in cloud of controversy
Date: Tuesday, January 08, 2013 7:01:27 AM

----- Forwarded Message -----
From: From the Styx by Peggy Tibbetts <comment-reply@wordpress.com>
To: mcwilliams_carl@yahoo.com 
Sent: Monday, January 7, 2013 5:10 PM
Subject: [New post] COGCC hearings resume in cloud of controversy

Peggy Tibbetts posted: "*Latest update: The Hearing Officer has recommended to
the COGCC that COGA’s and CPA’s motions to strike or exclude the testimony and
exhibits of the Conservation and Community Groups be denied.  Click here to read
more. On Friday (1/4) when the n"

Respond to this post by replying above this line

New post on From the Styx by Peggy Tibbetts

COGCC hearings resume in cloud
of controversy

by Peggy Tibbetts
*Latest update: The Hearing Officer has recommended to the COGCC that
COGA’s and CPA’s motions to strike or exclude the testimony and exhibits of
the Conservation and Community Groups be denied.  Click here to read more.

On Friday (1/4) when the news broke about the motions to
suppress the WCC Combined Witness Testimony, I was working on a post
about the latest COGCC draft proposal. On December 31, COGCC staff released
a new proposal to increase the distance between well sites and buildings to
500 feet anywhere. For wells within 1,000 feet of a building, operators would
be required to notify neighbors and employ measures to address dust, noise,
odor and lighting. Operators would also be required to hold a hearing before
the COGCC for any well to be located less than 1,000 feet away from high-
occupancy buildings, e.g. schools or hospitals.
Colorado set to adopt new oil and gas drilling regs
Rulemaking for oil and gas drilling faces resistance from Boulder
County fracking foes: Proposed setback of 500 feet between well,
building slammed as 'superficial'
Hearings resumed today, January 7 in Denver, which has given stakeholders
and citizens little time to react to this latest proposal.
Last year Governor Hickenlooper touted the fracking disclosure rules as an
achievement but Colorado was certainly not a leader in that regard. The
COGCC and the industry were dragged kicking and screaming to the table.
Likewise this time around it was a September 20th letter from the Sierra Club
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Rocky Mountain Chapter and 12 other organizations including the WCC, to the
COGCC requesting that the state begin a rulemaking process for increasing
minimum setbacks to 2,000 feet plus groundwater monitoring. When the first
draft proposal was revealed in mid-October at WCC’s annual meeting, we were
less than impressed. They eliminated the 150-foot setback rule in rural areas
and proposed a 350-foot anywhere rule. At the first hearing on November 14,
the COGCC heard from all stakeholders. Apparently as result of that hearing
they decided on this latest 500-feet setback anywhere proposal.
While some, including COGCC Director Matt Lepore view this as a meet-in-the-
middle gesture to satisfy the needs of all stakeholders, many others don’t
agree. For reactions to this latest proposal go to Coyote Gulch: COGCC:
Proposed modifications to setbacks and ground water monitoring rule fail to
quiet conservationists concerns
Conservation Colorado’s Chris Arend summed it up accurately:  “After months
of hearing from stakeholders and thousands of citizens across the state who
want greater setbacks, the governor’s proposal would still allow heavy
industrial activity near our homes and families.”
I believe setbacks should be at least 1,000 feet from homes and 1,500 feet
from public buildings – and I consider that a compromise. Coloradans should
not be made to sacrifice our public health and communities at the altar of oil
and gas development. Heavy industry does not belong in residential areas,
near schools, hospitals, or businesses. This is a safety issue as well as a public
health issue. Current setbacks -- 150 feet in rural areas and 350 feet urban
areas -- are insanely dangerous. Explosions, leaks, and spills have happened
and will happen again; rigs have tipped over and will tip over again. Lepore
even admits the 500 feet setbacks aren’t meant to address health concerns,
and never mentions safety, water, and air quality.
Now we have the Colorado Oil & Gas Association (COGA) and the Colorado
Petroleum Association (CPA) filing motions to block witnesses’ testimonies and
conservation groups’ exhibits at the eleventh hour. They always cite the
demand for scientific evidence. Yet scientific studies, such as the Battlement
Mesa HIA and the Mamm Creek groundwater studies, which support citizens’
testimonies, have been suppressed and never brought to the table for
discussion.
Read Conservation Colorado’s statement: Citizens call on Hickenlooper to allow
Coloradans voices to be heard
It should escape no one’s attention that the 12 statements in the WCC
Combined Witness Testimony which the industry wants to strike come
primarily from residents of Garfield County where some of the heaviest drilling
activity in the state has occurred in the past ten years. The industry doesn’t
want the rest of the world to know what we know.
As for groundwater sampling it's a no-brainer. How could they not? As much as
I hate to say it, it's too little too late but it must be done. The State should
allow for more local regulation when it comes to groundwater monitoring and
sampling but the COGCC’s proposal does not. Yet a statewide groundwater
testing standard is better than none at all. Because I live in Garfield County, I
know the result of “none at all.” Even if the COGCC should adopt this rule it
does nothing to address the damage that has already been done to West
Slope wells, aquifers, streams, creeks, watersheds, and the Colorado River for
the past 10 years. And again studies, such as Divide Creek and Mamm Creek
phases 1 & 2 that prove groundwater contamination have been suppressed and
are not a part of this rulemaking process.
It’s time for Governor Hickenlooper to be a leader and require the oil and gas

http://www.citizensforahealthycommunity.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Sierra-Club-Rocky-Mountain-Chapter-Setbacks-Letter-to-COGCC-Sept-13-2012-FINAL.pdf
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industry to adopt rational, common-sense protections for our citizens and the
environment.
I have never had the pleasure of attending a COGCC hearing but I have always
known that my issues are represented by volunteers from the Western
Colorado Congress (including the Grand Valley Citizens Alliance). If you are not
a member of WCC, please join. The WCC has always been there for us, but in
this round of hearings has seized a leadership role. I am so proud of the work
they’re doing on our behalf.

*This just in from WCC's Frank Smith:
This week, the Colorado Oil & Gas Conservation Commission (COGCC) will
consider just how far drilling and fracking should be from people. Current rules
allow drilling, fracking and other related industry activity can be as close as
150 ft to a house, hospital, school or church. With oil & gas comes heavy dust,
bright lights, loud noise, foul odors, loss of property value, and potential risk to
safety and health. Drilling, they say, is a way of life in Colorado and you've just
got to wait it out. Yet it's increasingly coming to populated areas and there are
no extra rules for drilling inside communities.
WCC and its friends from the Grand Valley Citizens Alliance and NFRIA-WSERC
Conservation Center will be making the long trip over the Continental Divide to
ensure western Colorado voices are heard by state-level policy makers. Our
group will present formal testimony later this week, including comments from
impacted landowners and former regulators. Industry even tried unsuccessfully
to stop our folks from presenting  -- just check out this recent news article. 
We'll get to say Oil & Gas is too close, that public health research is showing
initial concern, and locals have the right to hold industry to a higher standard.
Folks from across Colorado--Longmont, Colorado Springs, Battlement Mesa and
more--are all calling for protection of public health and quality of life as
industrial activity abuts residential areas. Contact the Governor today with your
thoughts on "residential setbacks" and moving oil & gas further from people!
Contact Gov. John Hickenlooper!
136 State Capitol Bldg.
Denver, CO 80203-1792
Fax:(303)866-2003
Tel:(303)866-2471
Governor.hickenlooper@state.co.us
A few thoughts for your letters, calls or emails:

Initial public health research says oil & gas near people brings air
pollution, health worries and more.
Coloradans deserve at least 1,000ft between oil & gas and homes, and at
least 1,5000ft from public buildings.
Western Slope communities like Battlement Mesa need protection just as
much as the populated Front Range.
Neighbors, community residents and adjacent landowners need a voice in
permitting decisions.
The state is proposing new rules encouraging a 500ft buffer, but that's
not far enough!

Want to learn more?  Click here to see the COGCC's webpage
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http://cogcc.state.co.us/RR_HF2012/setbacks/setbacks.htm
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From: Frederica Acora
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Re: Fracking
Date: Tuesday, January 08, 2013 8:18:53 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners: 

As a very concerned citizen of Colorado, I’m asking for a state-wide moratorium on
fracking until it’s proven by an independent research team, and NOT Funded by the
Oil and Gas Industry, that fracking is safe for humans, wildlife, our environment, our
climate, Colorado’s economy and our water supply.

As far as our economy, I’ll like it to be proven that the waste that is produced and
the people, water, air and land affected by mishaps, spills, polluted wells and air,
ruined roadways, etc. are also factored in.

I’m very angry that the fossil fuel industry has found ways to undermined the people
and ruin our planet instituting laws behind our backs so that a community that
wants clean water, air and land has no rights or power to protect themselves and
the generations of the future.

I’m very angry that it’s okay to use up our water when we’re experiencing drought
conditions. With climate change upon us, this will be the norm.

 

 

Yours truly,

Frederica Acora

mailto:freddiacora@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Marjorie K McIntosh
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Solid factual information about fracking and health
Date: Tuesday, January 08, 2013 9:58:16 AM

My sister-in-law, who is an economist/political scientist at MIT, sent
me the link below, for we have spoken about the difficult problem of
fracking in Boulder County.  I'm not an expert at all, but it appears to
offer a convenient summary of some of the best careful, scientific
research. Because emotions are running high on both sides of the issue,
I thought you might find some neutral information helpful.

http://journalistsresource.org/studies/environment/climate-change/fracking-shale-gas-health-effects-
research-roundup?utm_source=Journalist%27s+Resource&utm_campaign=95c68358e7-
December_27_JR_weekly_email_test_copy_1_12_20_2012&utm_medium=email

with best wishes,

Marjorie McIntosh

mailto:Marjorie.McIntosh@colorado.edu
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
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From: eravitz@gmail.com on behalf of Evan Ravitz
To: Micah Parkin; Suzanne Jones; Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fwd: Radium emissions from fracking - 1000x above standards - and has a half life of 1,000 years
Date: Monday, January 14, 2013 9:13:20 PM

Another way and reason to ban fracking. -Evan

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: John Steiner/Margo King <steiner_king@earthlink.net>
Date: Mon, Jan 14, 2013 at 9:01 PM
Subject: Radium emissions from fracking - 1000x above standards - and has a half
life of 1,000 years
To: John Steiner/Margo King <steiner_king@earthlink.net>

From John and Margo

Thanks to: Camilla Rees <crgr@aol.com>

John, FYI -  I thought perhaps you might know anti-fracking activists to pass this
along to in CO. My colleague, NY public health physician, David Carpenter, MD, says
there is very compelling evidence of the radium risks from fracking. Here is
recommended reading.

See US Geological Survey doc
http://pubs.usgs.gov/sir/2011/5135/ <http://pubs.usgs.gov/sir/2011/5135/> 

He says the radium risks are equally if not more important than the chemical and
other risks and few know about this. Radioactive salts from fracking are also being
used as de-icing salt on roads. He is very concerned. 

 

-- 
Evan Ravitz  Freelance Editing (303)923-5918
Gates of Paradise  hot springs backpacking trips
Iridescent cloud cards, prints, iPad covers, etc.
Vote the "mock" out of democracy at Vote.org!
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From: Jim
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Oil and Gas
Date: Thursday, January 17, 2013 8:07:54 AM

Hi,

http://www.dailycamera.com/erie-news/ci_22390113/cu-boulder-noaa-study-
uncovers-oil-and-gas

Read this and explain why a ban is not appropriate.  Doesn't this undo all the
sustainability and carbon reduction work we are doing?  Anyone getting sick in
Boulder County as a result of the pollution will certainly sue you for failure to protect
the public.  Just sayin'.

Jim Vermont

-- 

No compromise in defense of Mother Earth!

mailto:jimilagro@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
http://www.dailycamera.com/erie-news/ci_22390113/cu-boulder-noaa-study-uncovers-oil-and-gas
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From: myrillad@gmail.com
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Vote No New Oil and Gas Rules and Drilling Moratorium
Date: Thursday, January 17, 2013 11:45:46 AM

January 17, 2013
Boulder County Commissioners

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

As a resident of the Boulder County, I am writing to express my concern regarding
the County Commissioners effort to place further regulation and a possible
moratorium on one of our most important industries, the oil and gas industry. Oil
and gas activity has been occurring in my county for many years and there is no
need for more red tape which could impact much needed economic activity and
jobs. 

The state of Colorado has one of the most rigorous and comprehensive regulatory
structures in the United States. We don’t need more government regulation and red
tape, we need secure domestic energy. We need high paying good jobs, not more
bureaucracy. 

The oil and gas industry is key to our state and local economies. The industry
provides over 90% of all severance taxes, which goes to our parks, schools, and
roads. Plus, all water projects in the state are funded through the collection of these
taxes. The oil and gas industry provides over 107,000 jobs in the state with wages
that double the Colorado average. 

Your new regulations and possible moratorium on oil and gas activity will force me
and all other Boulder County residents to pay more in taxes when we don’t have to.

I am asking that the County Commissioners not take up or support further regulation
and red tape on the oil and gas industry but instead support the domestic
development of oil and gas in Boulder County.

Sincerely,

Myrilla Carson
1733 Nedrah Dr
Fort Collins, CO 80524-1933

mailto:myrillad@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Kieuly Dang
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: CU-Boulder, NOAA study uncovers oil and gas emission"s "chemical signatures"
Date: Friday, January 18, 2013 10:34:34 AM

Hello Commissioners,

Some breaking news yesterday about the oil and gas emissions. My neighbor informed me of
the article from the Daily Camera. Quote: "We estimate 55 percent of the compounds
contributing to ozone formation in Erie are from oil and gas."

If you haven't already, please read the article from this
link, http://www.dailycamera.com/erie-news/ci_22390113/cu-boulder-noaa-study-
uncovers-oil-and-gas.

I understand that you plan on extending the moratorium until June but please reconsider and
extend it for a longer period of time until we have more research studies on the impact the oil
and gas emissions have on air and water quality. The Oil and Gas Industry may be exempt
from the Clean Air and Clean Water Act but that doesn't mean we should allow them to
pollute the earth as much as they want. Why not make them plant trees (reforestation) to
offset the amount of pollution they're contributing to this earth? The Oil and Gas Industry
cannot continue to hold the amount of power they have on our government!

A concerned citizen,

Kieuly
Thank you for letting me share.

mailto:fanta_kane@hotmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
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From: Food & Water Watch on behalf of Robert Liedike
To: #LandUsePlanner
Subject: Please ban fracking in Boulder County
Date: Friday, January 18, 2013 12:45:10 PM

Jan 18, 2013

Boulder County Planning Commissioners
CO

Dear Planning Commissioners,

I urge you to protect our drinking water, our clean air and our
property by banning fracking in Boulder County.

The toxic results of using hydraulic fracturing to extract natural gas
have led to the contamination of drinking water, cattle being
quarantined in Pennsylvania, and dangerous explosions in states across
the country, among other issues. In order to protect the things that
make Boulder County great, we need to ban fracking.

I urge you to protect Boulder County residents and the environment by
banning fracking.

Sincerely,

Robert Liedike
5379 Balsam St
Arvada, CO 80002-3548

mailto:act@fwwatch.org
mailto:liedike0250@msn.com
mailto:LandUsePlanner@bouldercounty.org


From: Rosenthal Diane
To: Rosenthal Diane
Subject: A Conversation: Hidden Impacts of Fracking in CO @ Friedlander-Rosenthal Home, 2/3 - 2-5 PM
Date: Sunday, January 20, 2013 5:52:31 AM

Diane Rosenthal • John Steiner • Margo King • Shane Davis • Russell
Mendell • Diana Caile

Invite you to join us to learn about and
discuss
Hidden Impacts of Fracking in Colorado

Presented by Shane Davis, research biologist and leading
investigator into adverse environmental and human health
impacts related to hydraulic fracturing in Colorado. 

Shane released the results of his study of 1,000 spill
reports from the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation
Commission (COGCC) website in February, 2012. He
serves as the Sierra Club Rocky Mountain Chapter Oil and Gas
Research Manager. He has worked in the South Pacific as a
marine biologist for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration and with the Colorado State Parks Department
of Natural Resources. He is a former National Science
Foundation grant recipient in molecular genetics and was
awarded a medal by NATO for his work overseas managing a
pilot program in environmental safety and security for the
Department of Defense.

A Conversation: Is Natural Gas the Answer to Reducing Impacts from Coal?

mailto:dianerosenthal@mac.com
mailto:dianerosenthal@mac.com


Regardless of your position on natural gas
and fracking, please come with an open mind
to learn and participate in the discussion.

February 3, 2013, 2 - 5 p.m.
At the Friedlander-Rosenthal Home
2945 Lafayette Dr., Boulder, CO 80305

Please RSVP to DianaCaile@msn.com

x-msg://56/DianaCaile@msn.com


From: Leslie Glustrom
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Please Extend the Moratorium on Fracking
Date: Sunday, January 20, 2013 2:46:47 PM

Dear Commissioners--I will be out of town on Jan 24, but wanted to add
my voice to those that will be urging an extension of the moratorium on
fracking. 

Protecting our air and water needs to be our first priority. Oil and gas are
boom-bust economies and it makes no sense to risk our air and water
quality for short-term economic gain. 

Thank you for your service and all your work on this issue!

Leslie Glustrom
4492 Burr Place
Boulder, CO 80303
303-245-8637

 

mailto:lglustrom@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Ken Bonetti
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fracking Moratorium
Date: Sunday, January 20, 2013 7:53:28 PM

Dear Commissioners:
Because of my work schedule, I am unable to come to Thursday's meeting on
hydraulic fracturing.  However, I would like to reiterate my support for an indefinite,
blanket moratorium on fracking in Boulder County and on all Boulder County open
space until the technology has been scientifically proven safe for communities,
watersheds and airsheds, and that damage to drilling sites can be fully remediated
once the gas deposit is depleted. I ask you to invoke the Precautionary Principle as
the only reasonable approach to an essentially unregulated activity that poses an
excessive risk of widespread, and permanent damage to communities and the
environment.  

These local considerations are related to the issue of whether the Boulder County
Commission prefers to further contribute to the destruction of our global climate by
facilitating more fossil fuel extraction and consumption.  The Commissioners should
act boldly for their constituents, not cower before the cynical threats of Hickenlooper
and the industry.  

You know that the vast majority of Boulder County residents do not want fracking in
proximity to themselves, their properties, or on public lands.  Rather, your
constituents want genuine democratic representation and strong leadership from
You, not obsequious complicity with forces, such as the industry and Hickenlooper,
who would readily devalue the health and safety of local communities and the
integrity of our climate.   If you fail to impose a moratorium, for whatever reason,
then you will have not been listening to your constituents, but instead be in league
with those elements, namely the fossil fuel industry and Hickenlooper, who seem all
too willing to put industry profits ahead of people and the environment.

Sincerely,
Ken Bonetti
1170 Monroe Dr.
Boulder, CO 80303

mailto:kenecon2004@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Shane Davis Fractivist
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Cc: Joshua Ruschhaupt
Subject: State Data on mining that uses fracking in Colorado
Date: Monday, January 21, 2013 1:58:04 PM

Elise et al:

Below are some of the most relevant talking points (COGCC facts) about OG/Frack
Mining in Colorado.

Please feel free at any time to reach out to me with any questions. Stay tuned for
new data/research coming as well.

Colorado Oil & Gas Conservation Commission Data and Failures

ü 43% of all operator spills result in groundwater contamination.

ü 3.1% of all operator spills result in surface water contamination.

ü 57% of all protective berms fail to prevent secondary industrial liquid waste
migration.

ü 2003-2012 Weld County, CO - 1.7 million gallons of produced water and oil never
recovered from the ground after operator spills. It's still in the environment.

ü 2.4 billion square feet of surface has been contaminated by 1,000 O&G surface
spills. Study:1,000 spills in Weld County, CO

ü Laramie-Fox Hills Aquifer was contaminated with toluene and thermogenic gas by
an O&G operation in 2009 - Weld County, CO

ü Colorado has 129,073 Completed O&G wells. ~48,000 are active and ~81,000 are
inactive.

ü Early statistics show that ~55% of all abandoned wells are being re-entered/re-
drilled.

ü Colorado has over 5,000 reported industrial waste spills on record.

ü There have been 3,552 oil and gas related public complaints filed with the COGCC.

ü The burden of expense has been shifted to the local emergency response
departments to battle any fires or mishaps. This expense has been shifted by the oil
and gas industry to citizen tax payers, meaning 'you.'

ü There have been 3,964 'Notice of Alleged Violations' filed by the COGCC.

ü There are 825 unique oil and gas operators listed at COGCC.

ü There are 693 'UIC SIMULTANEOUS DISPOSAL', 'UIC ENHANCED RECOVERY', 'UIC
DISPOSAL' sites in Colorado. Approximately 300 are active.

mailto:fractivist@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:joshua.ruschhaupt@sierraclub.org


ü There are over 5,000 pits in Colorado of all statuses.

ü There are 11 gas storage facilities in Colorado.

ü There are 168 gas processing plants in Colorado.

ü There are 183 gas compressor stations in Colorado.

ü There are 108 gas gathering systems in Colorado.

ü There are more than 4,000 active oil and gas wells closer to homes than the
COGCC 350' setback mandates, thus denying the state to prevent or mitigate
adverse impacts to human health... I found the loophole... 8) EPIC FAILURE BY THE
STATE?

ü COGCC has failed to prevent or mitigate adverse environmental and human health
impacts in accordance with their mission statement.

LARAMIE FOX-HILLS AQUIFER CONTAMINATION - State proof that
1,000' setbacks are not adequately safe for fluid migrations
http://www.fractivist.blogspot.com/2012/10/colorado-aquifer-contaminated-by.html

Home Explodes, Resident Transported to Burn Center - Cause:
Orphaned Natural Gas Well - 

http://www.fractivist.blogspot.com/2012/07/home-explodes-resident-transported-
to.html

KERR-MCGEE OIL & GAS BENZENE SPILL CONTAMINATES
GROUNDWATER 17 UG/L 

http://www.fractivist.blogspot.com/2012/11/kerr-mcgee-oil-gas-benzene-spill.html

GROUNDBREAKING - Air Pollution and Natural Gas Operations
Air Study Report

http://www.fractivist.blogspot.com/2012/10/colorado-aquifer-contaminated-by.html
http://www.fractivist.blogspot.com/2012/07/home-explodes-resident-transported-to.html
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http://www.fractivist.blogspot.com/2012/11/kerr-mcgee-oil-gas-benzene-spill.html


http:www.fractivist.blogspot.com/2012/11/groundbreaking-
air-pollution-and.html

SouthWestern Energy Sends Letter to COGCC - Recognizing
Setback Loophole

http://www.fractivist.blogspot.com/2012/11/southwestern-energy-sends-letter-
to.html

*FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE* SIERRA CLUB AND 12 OTHER
ORGANIZATIONS DEMAND IMMEDIATE CLOSURE OF THE
COGCC SETBACK LOOPHOLE

http://fractivist.blogspot.com/2012/09/for-immediate-release-sierra-club-and.html

Hidden Climate Threat - Not so Hidden Really?

http://www.fractivist.blogspot.com/2012/12/hidden-climate-threat-not-so-
hidden.html

Research Published and sent to the Gov et al 
http://www.fractivist.blogspot.com/p/current-colorado-research.html

O&G EXEMPTIONS

http://www.fractivist.blogspot.com/p/o-exemptions.html

Please let me know if there is anything I can assist you with. I'm happy to help.

-- 
Thank You,
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http://www.fractivist.blogspot.com/2012/12/hidden-climate-threat-not-so-hidden.html
http://www.fractivist.blogspot.com/p/current-colorado-research.html
http://www.fractivist.blogspot.com/p/o-exemptions.html


Shane Davis
509.570.4422
Fractivist.com

http://fractivist.com/


From: Linda Mark
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: fracking and oil and gas regulations
Date: Tuesday, January 22, 2013 1:58:50 AM

I'm writing to encourage you to extend the fracking moratorium until all the
environmental impact studies are in from the state and federal. agencies. Protecting
our health and the environment are critical concerns that the local government needs
to help with because I certainly don't feel the oil and gas industry has those
concerns in mind. Since I've read that those industries are exempt from many of the
federal clean air and water rules it seems like we have to have our more local
governments taking more control to protect us. We don't want to set a precedent
that can't be reversed.

Linda Mark
1707 Yarmouth Ave #110
Boulder CO

mailto:lmark@q.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Ginger Ikeda
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; #LandUsePlanner
Subject: renewable energy - need just a little more time
Date: Tuesday, January 22, 2013 9:16:40 AM

Dear folks,

You certainly have seen this (full report will be published in another month or so)
http://www.udel.edu/udaily/2013/dec/renewable-energy-121012.html.  

Please do not rush headlong/kowtow to industry's demands.  We do not want our
beautiful BoCo and Colorado transformed into an industrial zone for short-term gains
(ultimately destroyed forever <air, water, land> for NOTHING).

Wisdom, foresight, courage.... we will get through this!

Thank you.

-- 
Ginger

SHARE THE ROAD :)
Riders: Be Bright and Be Seen; Rules of the Road
Drivers: Put down the @%$ cell phone and Save a Life; 3 Feet Between; Pass <15
mph above bike's speed.  THANKS!

"Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It's
not!"
Dr. Seuss

mailto:ginger.ikeda@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:LandUsePlanner@bouldercounty.org
http://www.udel.edu/udaily/2013/dec/renewable-energy-121012.html


From: Karen Wilke
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fracking in Boulder County
Date: Tuesday, January 22, 2013 8:04:18 PM

Hello,

My family lives in Boulder County and I wanted to voice my strong dislike of fracking
as a whole.  It is my understanding that fracking is dangerous not only to the
environment but also to anyone living anywhere near the fracking zones.  It
contaminates drinking water to a point where it is little better than rubbing alcohol. 
The mountains and wilderness areas around Boulder County are highly used by
people not only in Colorado but from all over the globe.  We cannot consider this
practice.  Thank you for your time and consideration.

Karen Wilke
Louisville, CO

mailto:kat_mail_ca@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Dale Korba
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Drilling in Boulder County
Date: Tuesday, January 22, 2013 8:11:08 PM

Dear Mesdames Commissioners, 

 I urge you to seriously consider extending the current ban on  "fracking" in Boulder County.

We do not really have enough good data on water and air quality concerns regarding this process, the
state setbacks are inadequate and there are not enough ways to hold the drilling companies
accountable for damages and leaks that occur.  Recent data obtained in Erie is a good example of how
much impact fracking has on the people who live nearby.

In addition, this process uses an extraordinary amount of water that then is permanently contaminated. 
Water, clean water and enough of it is every citizen's right. And something we in the west cannot afford
to waste.

Please do not let the rowdiness of some opponents drown out the reasonable voices of those of us who
are just as concerned but not as vociferous.

Sincerely yours,

Dale M. Korba
730 S 46th St
Boulder, CO 80305

mailto:korba.dale@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Rod Brueske
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: State setbacks illusion
Date: Tuesday, January 22, 2013 9:33:02 PM
Attachments: IMG_0106.MOV

mailto:rkbrueske@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org



From: Rod Brueske
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Setbacks illusion
Date: Tuesday, January 22, 2013 9:36:01 PM
Attachments: IMG_0106.MOV

mailto:rkbrueske@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org



From: Rod Brueske
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: oil and gas setbacks the public illusion
Date: Tuesday, January 22, 2013 9:36:04 PM

To all County Commissioners and staff. After i testified at the setback stakeholders
meeting in this is what i saw on hwy 52 and county line rd. 2 miles from my house.
please view video i filmed on my i phone. thanks for your attention in this matter.
   thanks Rod Brueske

mailto:rkbrueske@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Ginger Ikeda
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; #LandUsePlanner
Subject: New report - please give it your attention!
Date: Tuesday, January 22, 2013 9:52:46 PM

Dear Commissioners and Planners,

Here's a new resource for us, just released:

http://www.greenpeace.org/international/Global/international/publications/climate/2013/PointOfNoReturn.pdf

We need to leave fossil fuels in the ground!!  We can do it.  Boulder County DOES NOT want to contribute
to the destruction of our planet.

We DO NOT want our county (state, region, country) to be destroyed, when it is entirely avoidable!!

The report is 60 pages long and very informative.  Yes, it was commissioned by Greenpeace.

Thank you.  

-- 
Ginger

SHARE THE ROAD :)
Riders: Be Bright and Be Seen; Rules of the Road
Drivers: Put down the @%$ cell phone and Save a Life; 3 Feet Between; Pass <15 mph above bike's
speed.  THANKS!

"Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It's not!"
Dr. Seuss

mailto:ginger.ikeda@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:LandUsePlanner@bouldercounty.org
http://www.greenpeace.org/international/Global/international/publications/climate/2013/PointOfNoReturn.pdf


From: Martha W D Bushnell
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Please protect Boulder County from fracking
Date: Tuesday, January 22, 2013 10:20:21 PM

Dear County Commissioners:

Please study the issue of fracking in Boulder County? 

You must be told all the chemicals used in fracking in Boulder County and
why these dangerous chemicals are needed?

You must learn the rate of recovery of oil and gas from the wells using no
fracking and fracking with different chemicals?

You must learn the rate of recovery of oil and gas using CO2 from an adjacent
power plant as well as using pebbles for recovery?  This information is important
for CO2 and pebbles are not dangerous for fracking and hence the preferred method
of fracking.

I hope you can regulate fracking in Boulder County and prevent the introduction of
dangerous chemicals into Boulder County and perhaps our water supply here.

Sincerely yours,
Martha W D Bushnell, Ph.D., 502 Ord Drive, Boulder, CO 80303-4732

mailto:marthawdb@comcast.net
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: bbmacc@earthlink.net
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Please extend current moratorium on fracking permits
Date: Tuesday, January 22, 2013 11:38:51 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

Please extend the current moratorium on fracking permits. Evidence is mounting that toxic chemicals
used in the fracking process are contaminating our air and precious groundwater.

For all the wrong reasons, the oil & gas industry is exempt from major provisions of the federal Clean
Air Act, Clean Water Act, Safe Drinking Water Act, and the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act. I
am horrified that this industry, with it's record of toxic spills, deceit and disregard for the health and well
being of our citizens, could start fracking anywhere near homes, schools, businesses, or the farms and
ranches where our food is produced.

I would like to see all fracking permits put on hold until a thorough investigation of the long term
effects of fracking on drinking water quality, groundwater quality and air quality are determined.

Please, make your first priority protecting the public and environment from the negative impacts of
fracking!

Sincerely,
Barbara MacCambridge
909 Glenarbor Circle,
Longmont, CO  80504-2331

mailto:bbmacc@earthlink.net
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Deirdre Butler
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Sierra Club IPG - comments re fracking moratorium
Date: Wednesday, January 23, 2013 11:59:27 AM
Attachments: Sierra Club IPG - Fracking moratorium 1-23-2013.pdf

Dear Boulder County Commissioners:

Please find attached copy of our comments relative to the fracking moratorium in
Boulder County for your consideration. 
<<...>> 
Yours faithfully,

Deirdre Butler

Deirdre Butler 
Vice-Chair & Treasurer - Sierra Club Indian Peaks Group 
PO Box 1337 
Lyons, CO 80540 
303-823-8649 
deirdre.butler@rmc.sierraclub.org 
http://www.rmc.sierraclub.org/ipg

mailto:deirdre@cogico.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
http://www.rmc.sierraclub.org/ipg



 Indian Peaks Group
   PO Box 724, Boulder, CO 80306


23rd January 2013


Dear Boulder County Commissioners:


We are writing on behalf of the Sierra Club-Indian Peaks Group and our membership of nearly 3,000 
individuals in Boulder County. We ask that Boulder County continue its moratorium on fracking in 
Boulder County until the Colorado Department of Public Health and the Environment and the 
EPA complete their studies on the environmental impacts of fracking and until new regulations and 
enforcement procedures are established to protect human and environmental health.


Boulder County has a proud history of advocating for and taking a leadership role in protecting our 
local environment. The Sierra Club respectfully requests that the county advocate aggressively, through 
the state legislature and regulatory agencies, to allow local governments in Colorado to enact stricter 
regulations on the oil and gas industry than those established by the state.


As you know, the oil & gas industry is exempt from major provisions of the federal Clean Air Act, 
Clean Water Act, Safe Drinking Water Act, and the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.(1). 
Current fracking practices use high volumes of toxic and undisclosed "proprietary" chemicals, release 
methane and toxins into the air and water (2), and dispose of toxic waste water in dangerous holding 
ponds and injection wells. Whatever exemptions the oil and gas industry might enjoy, such toxic and 
unethical practices should not be conducted in Boulder County.


Records reported by the oil and gas industry in Colorado recorded over 2000 spills with the Colorado 
Oil and Gas Conservation Commission (COGCC) since 2008 (3), and revealed that statewide, 17 
percent of these spills have contaminated groundwater, while 40 percent of spills in Weld County have 
contaminated groundwater just east of Boulder County. Despite this miserable track record, the 
COGCC has just adopted a substandard groundwater-monitoring program, with even weaker 
requirements for new wells in the Greater Wattenberg Area, which includes parts of eastern Boulder 
County.(4)


Again, in light of these failures to protect the public, we ask that Boulder County continue its 
moratorium on fracking in Boulder County until the Colorado Department of Public Health and 
the Environment and the EPA complete their studies on the environmental impacts of fracking, 
and new regulations and enforcement procedures are established to protect human and environmental 
health.


If Boulder County finds itself compelled by State or industry litigation to allow fracking to take place 
within its borders, it is essential that communities are protected by a 2000 foot setback buffer 
between wells and homes, schools, or other occupied buildings, with an additional 100 foot 
setback for each additional well-bore on the pad. This buffer must prohibit re-entry of 







abandoned wells, require decommissioning of any existing wells, and require retirement of 
permits granted for drilling within the setback buffer. 
As our elected officials, we thank you in anticipation of your positive action in protecting our 
environment and ensuring human health and safety. 


Yours faithfully,


Executive Committee
Sierra Club-Indian Peaks Group
Linda Batlin
Ken Bonetti
Deirdre Butler
Kirk Cunningham
Rebecca Dickson
Crystal Gray
Claire McLean


References:
1) http://www.ewg.org/reports/Free-Pass-for-Oil-and-Gas/Oil-and-Gas-Industry-Exemptions
2) http://summitcountyvoice.com/2012/03/06/colorado-air-pollution-from-gas-fields-worse-than-
thought/
3) http://www.denverpost.com/environment/ci_22154751/drilling-spills-reaching-colorado-
groundwater-state-mulls-test
4) http://www.edf.org/news/cogcc-adopts-nation%E2%80%99s-weakest-water-testing-program


 



http://www.edf.org/news/cogcc-adopts-nation%E2%80%99s-weakest-water-testing-program

http://www.denverpost.com/environment/ci_22154751/drilling-spills-reaching-colorado-groundwater-state-mulls-test

http://www.denverpost.com/environment/ci_22154751/drilling-spills-reaching-colorado-groundwater-state-mulls-test

http://summitcountyvoice.com/2012/03/06/colorado-air-pollution-from-gas-fields-worse-than-thought/

http://summitcountyvoice.com/2012/03/06/colorado-air-pollution-from-gas-fields-worse-than-thought/

http://www.ewg.org/reports/Free-Pass-for-Oil-and-Gas/Oil-and-Gas-Industry-Exemptions





 Indian Peaks Group
   PO Box 724, Boulder, CO 80306

23rd January 2013

Dear Boulder County Commissioners:

We are writing on behalf of the Sierra Club-Indian Peaks Group and our membership of nearly 3,000 
individuals in Boulder County. We ask that Boulder County continue its moratorium on fracking in 
Boulder County until the Colorado Department of Public Health and the Environment and the 
EPA complete their studies on the environmental impacts of fracking and until new regulations and 
enforcement procedures are established to protect human and environmental health.

Boulder County has a proud history of advocating for and taking a leadership role in protecting our 
local environment. The Sierra Club respectfully requests that the county advocate aggressively, through 
the state legislature and regulatory agencies, to allow local governments in Colorado to enact stricter 
regulations on the oil and gas industry than those established by the state.

As you know, the oil & gas industry is exempt from major provisions of the federal Clean Air Act, 
Clean Water Act, Safe Drinking Water Act, and the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.(1). 
Current fracking practices use high volumes of toxic and undisclosed "proprietary" chemicals, release 
methane and toxins into the air and water (2), and dispose of toxic waste water in dangerous holding 
ponds and injection wells. Whatever exemptions the oil and gas industry might enjoy, such toxic and 
unethical practices should not be conducted in Boulder County.

Records reported by the oil and gas industry in Colorado recorded over 2000 spills with the Colorado 
Oil and Gas Conservation Commission (COGCC) since 2008 (3), and revealed that statewide, 17 
percent of these spills have contaminated groundwater, while 40 percent of spills in Weld County have 
contaminated groundwater just east of Boulder County. Despite this miserable track record, the 
COGCC has just adopted a substandard groundwater-monitoring program, with even weaker 
requirements for new wells in the Greater Wattenberg Area, which includes parts of eastern Boulder 
County.(4)

Again, in light of these failures to protect the public, we ask that Boulder County continue its 
moratorium on fracking in Boulder County until the Colorado Department of Public Health and 
the Environment and the EPA complete their studies on the environmental impacts of fracking, 
and new regulations and enforcement procedures are established to protect human and environmental 
health.

If Boulder County finds itself compelled by State or industry litigation to allow fracking to take place 
within its borders, it is essential that communities are protected by a 2000 foot setback buffer 
between wells and homes, schools, or other occupied buildings, with an additional 100 foot 
setback for each additional well-bore on the pad. This buffer must prohibit re-entry of 



abandoned wells, require decommissioning of any existing wells, and require retirement of 
permits granted for drilling within the setback buffer. 
As our elected officials, we thank you in anticipation of your positive action in protecting our 
environment and ensuring human health and safety. 

Yours faithfully,

Executive Committee
Sierra Club-Indian Peaks Group
Linda Batlin
Ken Bonetti
Deirdre Butler
Kirk Cunningham
Rebecca Dickson
Crystal Gray
Claire McLean

References:
1) http://www.ewg.org/reports/Free-Pass-for-Oil-and-Gas/Oil-and-Gas-Industry-Exemptions
2) http://summitcountyvoice.com/2012/03/06/colorado-air-pollution-from-gas-fields-worse-than-
thought/
3) http://www.denverpost.com/environment/ci_22154751/drilling-spills-reaching-colorado-
groundwater-state-mulls-test
4) http://www.edf.org/news/cogcc-adopts-nation%E2%80%99s-weakest-water-testing-program

 

http://www.edf.org/news/cogcc-adopts-nation%E2%80%99s-weakest-water-testing-program
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From: contact
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Oil and Gas Regulation Recommendations from Sierra Club Oil and Gas Team
Date: Wednesday, January 23, 2013 12:01:36 PM
Attachments: BoCo Regulations Sierra Club 1-23-13.docx

Elise, Cindy, and Deb

Attached please find our review and recommendations to the currently proposed Oil
and Gas rules that you will be voting on this Thursday. Please feel free to contact
myself or any member of the Oil and Gas team with any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Jen Palazzolo, Erie Rising

Sierra Club Oil and Gas Team, Tactician

mailto:contact@erierising.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
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Positions and Comments on Regulation of Oil & Gas Drilling in Boulder County

Sierra Club Rocky Mountain Chapter



Positions on Drilling and Fracking in Boulder County



· In light of federal and state failures to protect the public*, we ask Boulder County to continue its moratorium on fracking until the Colorado Department of Public Health and the Environment (CDPHE) and the EPA environmental and health impact studies are complete, and new regulations are established to protect people and the environment. 

· The county should lobby aggressively for the state to allow local governments to place additional regulations on the oil and gas industry.

· If Boulder County opts to allow fracking, it is essential that communities are protected by a 2000' setback buffer between wells and occupied buildings, with an additional 100’ per well-bore on the pad. Read the Sierra Club Rocky Mountain Chapter Director’s statements on setback policy at http://action.sierraclub.org/site/MessageViewer?em_id=250486.0 

· The comments we are submitting regarding specific regulations should in no way be interpreted as condoning drilling, fracking, and mining for oil and gas in Boulder County.



Boulder County Oil & Gas Drilling Regulation Feedback



pg.1, 12-100B: This regulation claims that fracking must occur near the resource. This is a fallacy, operators can access oil & gas from long distances. Because it may not be cost effective to the industry, they are willing to put health and environment at risk to save money.

12-300: Already existing wells must adhere to the new development plan in order to continue operation. If existing well do not comply with the new rules they must be required to cease operating over a specified time period. 



pg.2 12-400A,2: The terms of community engagement must be more specific, including a specific time frame when companies need to notify and engage residents,  as well as a radius for resident engagement--at minimum, 3 miles. Public stakeholders meetings should be required even with expedited permits. Citizens should always have an opportunity to be heard in regard to oil and gas development.



pg.4 12-200G,1 and 2 (b)(c)(d): 10 days advance notification of residents is insufficient. 30 days should be the minimum, so people have ample time to engage and ask questions or temporarily relocate should they choose.  Notification radius is too small at 500ft and 1/2 mile. 3 miles should be the minimum but ideally at least 5 miles. Noise, dust, lights and VOC's travel great distances.



pg.5, 12-400G, 3(a) should include ONLINE & TANGIBLE lists and MSDS of fracking chemicals to be used on site



pg.6, 12-500G Mapping of abandoned and existing wells must be a minimum of a 5  mile radius from occupied dwellings



pg9-10. Expedited DPR Process

12-601: All setbacks should be changed to 2,000 ft with 100 additional feet for each well head, (http://cogcc.state.co.us/library/setbackstakeholdergroup/Presentations/Health%20Risk%20Assessment%20of%20Air%20Emissions%20From%20Unconventional%20Natural%20Gas%20-%20HMcKenzie2012.pdf)



12-601B,4 : Do not allow for any drilling within subdivisions. The industry must access minerals from outside residential areas using horizontal drilling. Cost should be on the industry, not people in the subdivision and their lifestyle and health.



12-601E: Who is the county consultant? What is their training for oil and gas operations and it's risks to health and environment? Specifications and required training for county consultant must be specified.



pg.11 12-602A,1: VRU's should not be waived as COGCC regulations currently allow operators with low resources to avoid additional expenditures



     a. No venting, flaring, or evaporation of any oil, gas or natural chemicals should occur within a 3 miles radius of high density residential areas



12-602A,5 (a,b) (a) is a rule and then (b) seems to be the exception to that rule

There seem to be no specific regulations for completion phase of mining for oil and gas regarding silica sand, dust and the risk of silicosis. Given the risk of silica dust and it's ability to travel this is imperative to include in regulations.



--Regarding emissions and flaring and capturing. Who is monitoring these to ensure compliance? No mention of that.--



pg14. 12-602B,2 (d) should include clean up requirements, time frame and soil testing post spill at the expense of operator

(e) (i) A trained local healthcare worker should have all frac constituent names/MSDS sheets to be used prior to completion so they are prepared to treat any injuries or accidents.









(j) Again, there is no specific definition of surrounding neighbors. All occupied dwellings within a five mile radius should receive notification. 



12-602C,1(b) A second attempt to contact surface owner should be required if no response received. Certified mail should always be the required method of communication



pg.15, 2: Water testing up gradient and down gradient should be at 1000 ft intervals to reach 1 mile



12-602C,2(a) Notification of well owner  is lax if thermogenic methane is present

(b) BTEX will be found at nearly every surface spill. If the spill exceeds acceptable level and the fluid lost is not entirely recovered in whole, the well should be immediately shut down and a significant fine placed on the operator

12-602C,3: In-house testing of water should never be allowed. Testing should always been done by an independent operator who is not affiliated with the oil and gas company in any way.



pg.31 

12-1000 Other Waivers

(1) This rule should be removed, as this provision is a comprehensive loophole exempting the industry from any regulation set forth as deemed necessary by the director of the COGCC. 

 (2) Boulder County Dept. of Health must consult on this type of waiver



12-200A: Site checks should be conducted on a random basis. 24 hours notice gives operator plenty of time to "hide" non-compliance



Additional Feedback on Regulations

· As written, the expedited permitting process does not require a neighborhood meeting. It should be changed to require a meeting in every circumstance.

· Expedited permits don't allow for public hearings. There must be an alternate method, and an allowance for extension of the comment period to allow for due diligence by the public on new permit applications, even if permit is expedited.

· It must be specified who is monitoring compliance to the regulations. It is unacceptable for Boulder County to wait for a resident complaint before discovering non-compliance. All public complaints regarding oil and gas should be sent to both the COGCC and Boulder County. This will ensure greater accountability and follow through as well as formal reporting by the COGCC.



* The oil and gas industry is exempt from major provisions of the federal Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, Safe Drinking Water Act, and the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, http://www.ewg.org/reports/Free-Pass-for-Oil-and-Gas/Oil-and-Gas-Industry-Exemptions.  As a result of this failure to regulate the industry appropriately, current fracking practices use high volumes of toxic chemicals that are frequently release into the air, http://summitcountyvoice.com/2012/03/06/colorado-air-pollution-from-gas-fields-worse-than-thought/ and water, and irresponsibly dispose of wastewater, http://www.coloradoan.com/article/20121228/NEWS01/312280037. The industry has recorded over 2000 toxic spills in Colorado since 2008, http://www.denverpost.com/environment/ci_22154751/drilling-spills-reaching-colorado-groundwater-state-mulls-test. Yet the COGCC has recently adopted a substandard groundwater monitoring program, with even weaker requirements for parts of eastern Boulder County, http://www.edf.org/news/cogcc-adopts-nation%E2%80%99s-weakest-water-testing-program.













Sincerely, 

[image: Signature]







Joshua Ruschhaupt

Director

Sierra Club Rocky Mountain Chapter
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Shane Davis

Oil & Gas Team Research & Information Manager

Sierra Club Rocky Mountain Chapter
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Jen Palazzolo

Oil & Gas Team Tactician

Boulder County Resident

Sierra Club Rocky Mountian Chapter
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     Lauren Swain

     Oil & Gas Team Communications

     Sierra Club Rocky Mountain Chapter









Additional Supporting Groups:

Frack Files of Weld County

Erie Rising

Loveland Rising
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Positions and Comments on Regulation of Oil & Gas Drilling in Boulder County 
Sierra Club Rocky Mountain Chapter 
 
Positions on Drilling and Fracking in Boulder County 
 

• In light of federal and state failures to protect the public*, we ask Boulder County 
to continue its moratorium on fracking until the Colorado Department of Public 
Health and the Environment (CDPHE) and the EPA environmental and health 
impact studies are complete, and new regulations are established to protect 
people and the environment.  

• The county should lobby aggressively for the state to allow local governments to 
place additional regulations on the oil and gas industry. 

• If Boulder County opts to allow fracking, it is essential that communities are 
protected by a 2000' setback buffer between wells and occupied buildings, with 
an additional 100’ per well-bore on the pad. Read the Sierra Club Rocky 
Mountain Chapter Director’s statements on setback policy at 
http://action.sierraclub.org/site/MessageViewer?em_id=250486.0  

• The comments we are submitting regarding specific regulations should in no way 
be interpreted as condoning drilling, fracking, and mining for oil and gas in 
Boulder County. 

 
Boulder County Oil & Gas Drilling Regulation Feedback 
 
pg.1, 12-100B: This regulation claims that fracking must occur near the resource. This 
is a fallacy, operators can access oil & gas from long distances. Because it may not be 
cost effective to the industry, they are willing to put health and environment at risk to 
save money. 
12-300: Already existing wells must adhere to the new development plan in order to 
continue operation. If existing well do not comply with the new rules they must be 
required to cease operating over a specified time period.  
 
pg.2 12-400A,2: The terms of community engagement must be more specific, including 
a specific time frame when companies need to notify and engage residents,  as well as 
a radius for resident engagement--at minimum, 3 miles. Public stakeholders meetings 
should be required even with expedited permits. Citizens should always have an 
opportunity to be heard in regard to oil and gas development. 
 
pg.4 12-200G,1 and 2 (b)(c)(d): 10 days advance notification of residents is insufficient. 
30 days should be the minimum, so people have ample time to engage and ask 
questions or temporarily relocate should they choose.  Notification radius is too small at 

http://action.sierraclub.org/site/MessageViewer?em_id=250486.0


 

500ft and 1/2 mile. 3 miles should be the minimum but ideally at least 5 miles. Noise, 
dust, lights and VOC's travel great distances. 
 
pg.5, 12-400G, 3(a) should include ONLINE & TANGIBLE lists and MSDS of fracking 
chemicals to be used on site 
 
pg.6, 12-500G Mapping of abandoned and existing wells must be a minimum of a 5 
 mile radius from occupied dwellings 
 
pg9-10. Expedited DPR Process 
12-601: All setbacks should be changed to 2,000 ft with 100 additional feet for each well 
head, 
(http://cogcc.state.co.us/library/setbackstakeholdergroup/Presentations/Health%20Risk
%20Assessment%20of%20Air%20Emissions%20From%20Unconventional%20Natural
%20Gas%20-%20HMcKenzie2012.pdf) 
 
12-601B,4 : Do not allow for any drilling within subdivisions. The industry must access 
minerals from outside residential areas using horizontal drilling. Cost should be on the 
industry, not people in the subdivision and their lifestyle and health. 
 
12-601E: Who is the county consultant? What is their training for oil and gas operations 
and it's risks to health and environment? Specifications and required training for county 
consultant must be specified. 
 
pg.11 12-602A,1: VRU's should not be waived as COGCC regulations currently allow 
operators with low resources to avoid additional expenditures 
 
     a. No venting, flaring, or evaporation of any oil, gas or natural chemicals should 
occur within a 3 miles radius of high density residential areas 
 
12-602A,5 (a,b) (a) is a rule and then (b) seems to be the exception to that rule 
There seem to be no specific regulations for completion phase of mining for oil and gas 
regarding silica sand, dust and the risk of silicosis. Given the risk of silica dust and it's 
ability to travel this is imperative to include in regulations. 
 
--Regarding emissions and flaring and capturing. Who is monitoring these to ensure 
compliance? No mention of that.-- 
 
pg14. 12-602B,2 (d) should include clean up requirements, time frame and soil testing 
post spill at the expense of operator 
(e) (i) A trained local healthcare worker should have all frac constituent names/MSDS 
sheets to be used prior to completion so they are prepared to treat any injuries or 
accidents. 
 
 
 



 

 
(j) Again, there is no specific definition of surrounding neighbors. All occupied dwellings 
within a five mile radius should receive notification.  
 
12-602C,1(b) A second attempt to contact surface owner should be required if no 
response received. Certified mail should always be the required method of 
communication 
 
pg.15, 2: Water testing up gradient and down gradient should be at 1000 ft intervals to 
reach 1 mile 
 
12-602C,2(a) Notification of well owner  is lax if thermogenic methane is present 
(b) BTEX will be found at nearly every surface spill. If the spill exceeds acceptable level 
and the fluid lost is not entirely recovered in whole, the well should be immediately shut 
down and a significant fine placed on the operator 
12-602C,3: In-house testing of water should never be allowed. Testing should always 
been done by an independent operator who is not affiliated with the oil and gas 
company in any way. 
 
pg.31  
12-1000 Other Waivers 
(1) This rule should be removed, as this provision is a comprehensive loophole 
exempting the industry from any regulation set forth as deemed necessary by the 
director of the COGCC.  
 (2) Boulder County Dept. of Health must consult on this type of waiver 
 
12-200A: Site checks should be conducted on a random basis. 24 hours notice gives 
operator plenty of time to "hide" non-compliance 
 
Additional Feedback on Regulations 

• As written, the expedited permitting process does not require a neighborhood 
meeting. It should be changed to require a meeting in every circumstance. 

• Expedited permits don't allow for public hearings. There must be an alternate 
method, and an allowance for extension of the comment period to allow for due 
diligence by the public on new permit applications, even if permit is expedited. 

• It must be specified who is monitoring compliance to the regulations. It is 
unacceptable for Boulder County to wait for a resident complaint before 
discovering non-compliance. All public complaints regarding oil and gas should 
be sent to both the COGCC and Boulder County. This will ensure greater 
accountability and follow through as well as formal reporting by the COGCC. 
 

* The oil and gas industry is exempt from major provisions of the federal Clean Air Act, 
Clean Water Act, Safe Drinking Water Act, and the Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act, http://www.ewg.org/reports/Free-Pass-for-Oil-and-Gas/Oil-and-Gas-
Industry-Exemptions.  As a result of this failure to regulate the industry appropriately, 
current fracking practices use high volumes of toxic chemicals that are frequently 

http://www.ewg.org/reports/Free-Pass-for-Oil-and-Gas/Oil-and-Gas-Industry-Exemptions
http://www.ewg.org/reports/Free-Pass-for-Oil-and-Gas/Oil-and-Gas-Industry-Exemptions


 

release into the air, http://summitcountyvoice.com/2012/03/06/colorado-air-pollution-
from-gas-fields-worse-than-thought/ and water, and irresponsibly dispose of 
wastewater, http://www.coloradoan.com/article/20121228/NEWS01/312280037. The 
industry has recorded over 2000 toxic spills in Colorado since 2008, 
http://www.denverpost.com/environment/ci_22154751/drilling-spills-reaching-colorado-
groundwater-state-mulls-test. Yet the COGCC has recently adopted a substandard 
groundwater monitoring program, with even weaker requirements for parts of eastern 
Boulder County, http://www.edf.org/news/cogcc-adopts-nation%E2%80%99s-weakest-
water-testing-program. 
 

 
 

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Joshua Ruschhaupt 
Director 
Sierra Club Rocky Mountain Chapter 

 

 
Shane Davis 
Oil & Gas Team Research & Information 
Manager 
Sierra Club Rocky Mountain Chapter 

 
 
 

 

 
Jen Palazzolo 
Oil & Gas Team Tactician 
Boulder County Resident 
Sierra Club Rocky Mountian Chapter 

 

 
     Lauren Swain 
     Oil & Gas Team Communications 
     Sierra Club Rocky Mountain Chapter 
 

 
 
Additional Supporting Groups: 
Frack Files of Weld County 
Erie Rising 
Loveland Rising 

 
 
 
  

http://summitcountyvoice.com/2012/03/06/colorado-air-pollution-from-gas-fields-worse-than-thought/
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From: eravitz@gmail.com on behalf of Evan Ravitz
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: The CO Constitution trumps the Oil & Gas Commission
Date: Wednesday, January 23, 2013 5:37:41 PM

Commissioners,

 The Colorado Constitution confers on all individuals in the state inalienable rights,
including “the right of enjoying and defending their lives and liberties; of acquiring,
possessing and protecting property; and of seeking and obtaining their safety and
happiness,” Colo. Const. Art. II, Sec. 3;

The Constitution trumps other Colorado laws. Grow spines and stand up for your
constituents, like the City of Longmont has. You know you have our support if
lawsuits ensue, as indicated by the Longmont vote.

Evan Ravitz
1109 Portland Pl.
Boulder CO 80304
(303)923-5918

-- 
Evan Ravitz  Freelance Editing (303)923-5918
Gates of Paradise  hot springs backpacking trips
Iridescent cloud cards, prints, iPad covers, etc.
Vote the "mock" out of democracy at Vote.org!

mailto:eravitz@gmail.com
mailto:evan@vote.org
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
http://evanravitz.com/
http://evanravitz.com/freelance-editing/
http://evanravitz.com/paradise-trips
http://www.cafepress.com/evanfromheaven
http://vote.org/


From: John C. Lamb
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: fracking.
Date: Wednesday, January 23, 2013 5:52:04 PM

Honorable County Comissioners:
Fracking is a bad idea. With the recent NOAH/CU report results, it is more than
enough for you to declare a moratorium on fracking in Boulder County.  Families'
health can't be judged against a company's profits. Please place a moratorium on
fracking for a year and collect the numerous studies that are available on fracking.
Then move forward with a right decision for human beings and the environment
concerning fracking.
Sincerely,
Dr. John C. Lamb

mailto:jlamb@infionline.net
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Don Koplen
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: fracking
Date: Wednesday, January 23, 2013 6:21:29 PM

I am against fracking in Boulder County and support extending (hopefully
permanently) the moratorium. Fracking has not proven to be safe regarding the
chemical residues in the ground and air. As well, the permanent loss of water used
and danger to the water table is indefensible in an arid climate like ours.
Thank you,
Don Koplen
2455 Topaz Drive
Boulder, CO 
303-443-5965

mailto:dakoplen@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Jay Nelson
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: No on Fracking
Date: Wednesday, January 23, 2013 6:46:02 PM

Dear commissioners,

You know it's bad. Please follow your knowledge and wisdom and refuse to allow fracking anywhere
near Boulder.

Thanks.

- Jay Nelson
   766 Quince Circle
   Boulder, CO 80304

   (303) 543-8400

mailto:jay@design-tools.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Crankbite@aol.com
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: I dont want to experience the fracking byproducts
Date: Wednesday, January 23, 2013 6:49:59 PM

Unfortunately, the federal government is not protecting us - the 2005 federal Energy Policy Act
exempted hydraulic fracturing from complying with the Clean Water, Safe Drinking Water and Clean Air
Acts.  Nor is our state government protecting us - the COGCC has only 17 inspectors for 48,000 active
wells.  There have been more than 1,000 fracking-related spills of diesel fuel, oil, toxic chemicals, and
other contaminants in Colorado over the last three years, dozens of which have polluted
groundwater.[2]  And there are still currently no state or federal rules to regulate greenhouse gas
emissions.

I dont want to drink their polluted water or air

regards, paul howes, Boulder resident since 1966.    303 499 1848

mailto:Crankbite@aol.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Albert A Bartlett
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fracking
Date: Wednesday, January 23, 2013 8:55:52 PM

Dear Friends,
 
Let me indicate my support for the position taken by 350
Boulder County on the question of the hazards of
fracking in Boulder County.  Their position of opposition to
fracking is set forth in a long letter which you have
probably already received.
 
With best wishes, I am,
 
Sincerely yours,
 

Albert A. Bartlett, 2935 19th Street, Boulder, Colorado,
80304-2719
Phone: (303) 443-0595;  FAX; (303) 449-9440; 
E-Mail:  Albert.Bartlett@Colorado.EDU
 
See Website:  www.ALBartlett.ORG
*************************************************

mailto:albert.bartlett@colorado.edu
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:Albert.Bartlett@Colorado.EDU
http://www.albartlett.org/


From: vallee@valleesart.com
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: concerning fracking
Date: Wednesday, January 23, 2013 9:06:09 PM

As a concerned citizen of Erie, I plead with you to act in the best interest of the
people

over the corporate interests of the oil and gas companies.

 

So much evidence is mounting against hydraulic fracturing.

Communities around this nation and the world are fighting this battle.

 

There is no long term solution with natural gas, but there will be longterm
consequences.

Once the damage gets done, we will never regain the beautiful open spaces that we
have.

 

Communities have been destroyed.

 

Vallee Johnson

PO Box 803

Erie, CO 80516

 

 

mailto:vallee@valleesart.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Lorena Townsend
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Oil & Gas Drilling
Date: Wednesday, January 23, 2013 9:54:38 PM

Commissioners,
Thank you for your consideration and concern on the matter of drilling in Boulder
County. I am a Colorado Springs citizen who is currently fighting drilling in my own
beautiful town. Please consider that many towns and counties across this country
are put in a position where they have to choose between the interests of their
citizens or those of special interests. I would urge you to listen to the concerns of
your community and extend the moratorium. There is more and more information
every day that brings to light the dangers of this industry and how we can protect
ourselves from those. 
Thank you for your hard work and for doing what is best for the citizens who elected
you!
Lorena Townsend 

mailto:lorena.town@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Roshan Bliss
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Keep Boulder Frack Free!
Date: Wednesday, January 23, 2013 10:23:33 PM

Hello,

My name is Roshan Bliss, and I am writing to call upon you to protect people - the
one thing that government exists to do - from the dangers of fracking by extending
the ban on fracking in Boulder. As a 25 year old, I ask on behalf of my generation
that you hold your ground on this issue and prevent event more permanent
environmental degredation by allowing fracking in Boulder for temporary monetary
gain.  Please help keep the beautiful Boulder environment safe and healthy for your
children and mine.  
Vote against fracking!

Sincerely,
Roshan

mailto:roshan.bliss@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: dexterpayne1@gmail.com on behalf of Dexter Payne
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Moratorium on Hydralic fracturing in Boulder County
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 2:56:07 AM

Dear Ladies and Gentleman,
I am writing to enroll you in the the potential for proposing and/or supporting
legislation this spring calling for a moratorium on this dirty and dangerous industrial
practice until it can be proven safe, a practice some analysts claim fracked natural
gas is perhaps even more dangerous than burning coal. 
 

Grave concerns regarding the negative impacts of fracking on public health, safety,
property, public land, water and air are widespread, and those concerns are well
documented.  The proven risks of hydrolic fracturing, through research and the
experiences of those living near fracking wells, can only lead conscientious stewards
of public safety, health and welfare to one conclusion: The moratorium should be
extended immediately until such time as it is shown to be safe.  

Setbacks have proven insufficient to prevent contamination of groundwater from
inevitable spills that occur and exposure to toxic emissions is known to cause
cancer[1] and other illness.   

 

Huge volumes of methane are documented leaking at fracking well-heads.  Methane
is a greenhouse gas that is 20 times more potent than carbon dioxide in trapping
heat in our atmosphere.  That these leaks contribute to climate destabilization,
record-breaking storms, floods, heat, drought, wildfire glacier melting, rising oceans
and more is beyond speculation at this point. In terms of released greenhouse
gasses and responsibility to the planet, fracking may be the WORST course of action
we, as a species, can follow. 

 

Furthermore, climate change aside, it is unconscionable to use and permanently
remove from the water cycle, the vast quantities of irreplaceable water currently
consumed the process of fracking – approximately 5 million gallons per well.  Even if
you are in the UNscientific minority who deny any admission of human influenced
climate change, the imminent scarcity of water on earth in general (not to mention
here in semi-arrid CO) makes the irreversible contamination of such volumes of a
limited and essential resource. Injection deep below the Earth’s surface, where it is
unusable and threatens groundwater, and triggering earthquakes add to the list for
serious concern. The other main ingredient used in fracturing is sand, mined mostly
in the sand hills of WI, where a scenario as devastating as Eastern mountaintop
removal is well under way. All told, the new fracking boom is NOT a patriotic
homeland solution to our ongoing energy crisis, it is a devastatingly expensive
promotion on the part of industries which cannot face the end of our gleeful
combustive era.

mailto:dexterpayne1@gmail.com
mailto:note@dexterpayne.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


Industrial style roadbuilding, constant diesel truck traffic, gas flares, 24/7 diesel
compressors, silica dust storms, an influx of temporary residents… what about this
whole scenario is appealing to ANY resident of Boulder?

 

I applaud passage of Longmont’s Ballot Measure 300, a community standing for its’s
right to safeguard health and safety. In a time when all the science indicates that a
sane society should be transitioning rapidly away from fossil fuels, it is indeed
disturbing that someone's corporate concerns should deny communities their
fundamental right to safeguard air, water and public health and safety. It is
unacceptable that Longmont, Boulder, or ANY community should have to poison it's
resident citizens, tax-payers, local business people and property holders under threat
of a lawsuit, from ENCANA or any corporate entity. Suing Boulder AND Longmont
will be a lot harder for any corporation, better yet Boulder, Longmont, Loveland, Fort
Collins.  

 

Federal Energy Policy Act exempting hydraulic fracturing from complying with the
Clean Water, Safe Drinking Water and Clean Air Acts does not make it right to
contaminate our county and sicken our neighbors.  The COGCC is no help, with only
17 inspectors for 48,000 active wells.  There have been more than 1,000 fracking-
related spills of diesel fuel, oil, toxic chemicals, and other contaminants in Colorado
over the last three years, dozens of which have polluted groundwater.[2]  There are
still currently NO state or federal rules to regulate greenhouse gas emissions.

 

The citizens of Boulder County have spoken their overwhelming rejection of this
disasterous industrial activity in our home, clearly and sometimes eloquently. Now
we call on our local elected leaders to protect our health and welfare.  We are not
inventing the wheel here, or going out on a limb by ourselves. Communities all
across this nation have taken a stance against this thoughtless, dangerous process,
indeed, whole countries in Europe have banned fracking. Do they know something
we do not? You can go to Weld County, and see how they have fared. I have been
to Minot ND, and believe me, I would like to think we know something they do not!

 Lacking conclusive evidence that fracking is safe and with mounting evidence to the
contrary, the prudent action is to follow the precautionary principle and pass a
moratorium on fracking until such time as it can be proven safe.

Sincerely and resolutely,
Dexter Payne
2446 7th St Boulder, CO 80304

PS- I will not be able to attend your public meeting, as I have previously, due to work
commitment. I will have to trust each of you to act on my behalf and in my interest.
Grown up in CO, I have called Boulder home since 1970, a legal resident sporadically



over the years, but continuous since 2002. It is the place I prefer to live, and my
community here runs deep. But if ENCANA is permitted, I will consider leaving. That
will leave a little more room for roughnecks and Haliburton Trucks, and people who
like that sort of thing.

 

[1] "Study shows air emissions near fracking sites may pose health
risk," University of Colorado Denver Newsroom, March 19, 2012

[2] Bruce Finley, "Drilling spills rise in Colorado, but fines rare," The Denver Post,
February 22, 2012

http://act.credoaction.com/r/?r=6949788&id=50380-1233533-6FAspjx&t=13
http://act.credoaction.com/r/?r=6949788&id=50380-1233533-6FAspjx&t=13
http://act.credoaction.com/r/?r=6949789&id=50380-1233533-6FAspjx&t=12


From: Claire McLean
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fracking
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 8:01:49 AM

Make a difference in this community. 
Please put the people before money. 

People have invested their lives and their money in to Boulder County. 
Once the water is tainted, the property values will be 0, and people will leave. 

Be the ones that save this beautiful place. 
Be the change you wish to see in the world (Ghandi). 

Thank you - 
Claire McLean
303-588-4543
ctmpeace2u@gmail.com

-- 
"In every walk with nature one receives far more than he seeks." ~ John Muir

mailto:ctmpeace2u@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:ctmpeace2u@gmail.com


From: Linda Norris
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fracking
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 8:37:20 AM

Hello,
I strongly support all action that Boulder County must take to insure highly regulated
oil/gas extraction rules for our communities. The waste and forever loss of our most
precious resource, WATER, is the very least of the reasons to ban this type of
mining in our area.

Sincerely,
Linda L. Norris
3rd Generation Boulder County Native Born Citizen

mailto:lnorris1722@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Teresa Foster
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Brown Cloud over Weld County - see attached photos and video link below
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 8:49:59 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners

I want to share photos I've taken of the 'brown cloud' hovering over Weld County.
These were taken over a period of several months from a location in the foothills
west of Boulder. The photos speak a thousand words. This is what could happen
here if unconventional oil and gas exploration, drilling and transport is allowed to
accelerate in our county. Is this what you want?

I've suggested to NOAA that they set up monitoring, time-lapse cameras to
document the releases of toxic Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) that emanate
from the tens of thousands of unconventional oil and gas wells in Weld County. 

I request that all these photos be displayed in the public record. It shows how we
are being poisoned.

Teresa Foster
712 Thornwood Way
Longmont, CO 80503
303-827-3268

(Photos have been compiled into a slide show on You Tube:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0P5WIzO5-nI - however, the quality isn't
as good as viewing the individual photographs)

mailto:fostertlu@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0P5WIzO5-nI


From: Don Barshay
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: BAN FRACKING...
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 9:29:48 AM

... not unlike GMOS, whatever the heck happend to "The Precautionary
Principle"???
 
Don Barshay, citizen

mailto:donbarshay@hotmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Ree O"Winds Mitchell
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: fracking
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 9:50:15 AM

To whom it may concern,

ALLOWING FRACKING INTO BOULDER COUNTY AT ALL IS SUICIDE BY LETHAL INJECTION!!!  THIS
DECISION TO POISON AIR, SOIL AND WATER FOR THE FINANCIAL

 PROFIT OF A FEW IS WRONG, AND SHOULD BE PUT TO A VOTE BY THE PEOPLE WHO ARE GOING TO
BE AFFECTED!

 WHAT IS THE POINT OF LAWS TO PROTECT THE HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE OF OURSELVES, OR
CHILDREN AND THE GENERATIONS TO COME, IF THE

LARGEST BREAKERS OF THAT LAW ARE EXEMPT FROM RESPONSIBILITY OR COMPENSATION EVEN
BEFOR THEY DO THE DEVASTATION???

                                                   DEEPLY CONCERNED, REE THINK!!!

mailto:Reeproductions@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: wendyleonard@comcast.net
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Moratorium on Hydraulic Fracturing
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 9:51:14 AM

Dear Commissioners,

I am unable to attend the meeting tonight, but I wish I could.  I am asking that you
please consider extending the moratorium on hydraulic fracturing in Boulder until
more health studies are conducted. I moved out of Erie this summer because I had
wells surrounding my neighborhood and I feared for the health and safety of myself
and my children. I now live in Louisville, where there is no shale underneath my
home. I understand that these chemicals still travel in the air likely to where I live
and that oil and gas wells are contributing significantly to the VOC mix that forms
ozone. The oil and gas industry is negligent with respect to spills and releases
impacting our soil and ground water. They are capable of capturing much more of
the emissions from their wells during drilling, fracturing and production than they do
currently. It would just cost this trillion dollar industry more money to do so and
they are not required to, so they don't. And at what cost to everyone else?

Please stand strong for the people who are concerned about their environment and
health.

Sincerely,

Wendy Leonard
960 Eldorado Ln
Louisville, CO 80027
804.304.6257

mailto:wendyleonard@comcast.net
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Neslin, Dave
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Cc: Sanchez, Kimberly; Webster, Jim; Robbins, Jeff
Subject: Comments on Oil & Gas Roadway Impact Study
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 10:06:11 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Letter to Boulder County Commissioners 1-24-13.pdf

 

Dear Commissioners,

 

Attached are our comments on behalf of Noble Energy, Inc. regarding the Oil & Gas
Roadway Impact Study, which will be considered during this afternoon’s hearing. 

 

Respectfully,

 

Dave Neslin

R. Kirk Mueller
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From: Elisabeth Fisher
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Extend the moratorium
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 10:19:58 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,
  As a resident of Erie, a town represented by both Boulder and Weld counties, I look
to Boulder County to set the bar high, especially in light of these recent
developments:
 
 The COGCC's proposed regulations exempt the Wattenburg Field area from the
more stringent new water quality testing requirements that will be applied to the
rest of the state. 

 The Weld County Commissioners have stated they will oppose the proposed 500
foot setback rule, if approved.
  
  Ozone producing chemicals caused specifically by emissions from oil and gas
operations have been identified as the source of an estimated 55% of Erie's pollution
in a study, recently published  by CU/NOAA scientists.
  
  I ask you to consider more than the so-called nuisance factors. Please act to
protect our health, safety, quality of life and property values, along with the wildlife
inhabiting this area and the land itself. I hope you will decide to extend the current
moratorium in order to further study the impacts of drilling operations on this
beautiful countryside we call home.

Respectfully,
Elisabeth Fisher
  
  
  
    

mailto:elisabethsfisher@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Montana Zandeleigh
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fracking
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 10:32:54 AM

Commissioner--

This is Montana Zandeleigh! I am writing to tell you to NOT ban fracking. That's
right DON'T BAN FRACKING!!!!!! I can't stress that enough!

By banning fracking, we will not be able to drill to the maximum!! Meaning we will
have to buy more foreign natural gas and oil! Since we are in winter time, we are
using more natural gasses and oils. Hate paying 3.25 for gas? Try paying 8.91 per
gallon! That is what will happen if we STOP drilling on out land!

Montana Zandeleigh
Mzandeleigh@gmail.com
ZandeleighKnows.Weebly.Com

mailto:mzandeleigh@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
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From: Montana Zandeleigh
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Hydraulic Fracturing
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 10:34:00 AM

Getting off work at 2 AM, driving down a freshly paved county road, I look just slightly left of my windshield. I see this
lit up candle stick looking object. “What is that?” I ask myself. It is lit up from the bottom to the top, all kinds of
mechanical parts lifting and precisely setting pipe into place. Thinking to myself, I asked, “What are they doing and
why are they doing it.” At this time, my dad had recently started hauling water to these “candle sticks”. Waking up
the next morning, I had so many questions to ask. Through my questions I learned the candlesticks are actually called
drilling rigs. They will drill over a mile and a half underground. Then the pipe will turn off a concrete casing and drill
nearly ¾ of a mile at a 90 degree angle—this process is called horizontal drilling. Once they have created a path, they
drill a casing that has explosives and create man made earthquakes to create cracks. Once they have made these
fissures they will extract the natural gas and oil from the ground. This process is called hydraulic fracturing.
Chesapeake Energy is a well-known company in North Eastern Colorado. They do everything from rig moves to their
own fracking. They go into great detail on their website about the process of hydraulic fracturing. In order for the
cracks underground to happen they have to mix a solution with sand, water, and other additives (Chesapeake
Energy). This fluid is about 99.2% water and sand (Chesapeake Energy), the other .8% are chemicals (Frac Focus).
When this solution is pumped into the ground through drilling pipe, the sand is used to prop open the fractures
(Chesapeake Energy). There is long and highly regulated process that goes into fracking, a controversy over water
contamination, and a solution that involves informing towns about this subject of matter.

            There is no hiding that chemicals are used in the drilling and fracking process. Nearly all of the chemicals that
are used in fracking are found in everyday household products (Chesapeake Energy). Chlorine, which is found in
swimming pools, is a commonly used clay stabilizer (Frac Focus). Citric acid, which is commonly found in cleaning
supplies, is used as an iron control (Frac Focus). There are even agents used in fracking that are found in hair
products. A full list of the chemicals that are typically used in fracking can be found on a public database called Frac
Focus. This database also has information on why chemicals are used. The list can be followed up on Chesapeake’s
website explaining where they are found. Chemical use is to limit the growth of bacteria, prevent the well casing form
corroding, and to boost the efficiency of fracking. Even though there are approximately 60 chemicals that are typically
used, a single treatment only uses between 3-12 substances (Frac Focus). Now, I know what you are thinking, why
would I want to drink these? Dr. Michael Economides is a professor at the University of Texas and a geologist that
studies the ground formation. He wrote a document on how environmentalists are wrong on hydrofracking. He
explains that if the shale formation was so porous that methane did rise after fractures were created in shale there
would be no water supply in the first place (Economides). This would be so because all of the water would have sank
down thousands of feet, giving us no access to underground water (Economides). He also says that the methane
underground would have already risen to Earth’s surface. Since shale is not that porous, ground water is protected by
steel casings and cement (Cheasapeake Engergy). The layer starts with at about 50 feet below surface, Along with the
concrete is a conductor casing. Then there is more concrete that goes about 1,000 feet below earth’s surface, along
with surface casing. Then they inject drilling mud, or the solution, to lubricate the drilling casings—followed with more
concrete and an intermediate casing. Next is more drilling mud, followed with the last layer of concrete and more the
production casing. The last casing will be what creates the fissures and extracts the methane (Cheasapeake Engergy).
Prodcution casing is drilled about 7,000 feet below surface until it is curved. This is how underground water is
protected. There is no way that the chemicals used can escape through these layers of casings and concrete.
Additionally, there are still people who are going to raise concern over their water begin contaminated.

Farmers use water to grow their crops. Ranchers use water for their animals. Your mom uses water to cook your
family meals. You drink water to stay hydrated after playing sports. There is no way around not using water. Just last
year I was watching our local news channel when the reporter was showing people lighting their water on fire. It was
told that there was methane found in the water near Fort Lupton, Colorado. People did not notice anything wrong with
their water until oil rigs moved in near the town. Just a few short months later, they were showing the water case
again. This was a follow up report stating that there has been methane found in the water since the early 1900’s.
Besides people fearing that methane is rising into underground aquifers, another reason that raises concern is
flowback pits. Near a rig site, on location, there are these huge dug out pits that are lined with a thick black plastic.
Sometimes they will use huge swimming pool looking steel tanks to store water. Over time, these pits are filled with
freshwater, then pumped into the ground while adding chemicals. This is how drilling mud is created. After the water,
sand, and additives have been used, they will pump the water back out, refilling these pits (EnCana). EnCana states,
“We actively seek opportunities to reuse water and fluids in our operations whenever practical and allowed by
regulation” (EnCana). Every rig only uses water once during its lifetime (Chesapeake Energy). EnCana does insure that
they try to reuse the water if the same chemical components are needed at another rig. Since chemicals are a large
part of fracturing, there are regulations that have to be met and followed. Every time a chemical is used, there has to
be a written report (Frac Focus). Along with keeping records, oil companies have prevention methods, an emergency
plan, and ways to keep the public safe.

During the summer, while I was minding my own business, when I looked over the hill to the South of my house. I
saw nothing but billowing black smoke mixed with yellow and orange flames. Rushing in the house to tell my dad, he
drives over the hill to see the shut-off valves have been activated and a local well-services truck was already wetting
the nearby field to prevent the field from catching fire. All within 5 minutes, the fire was put out and the oil company
who was in charge of that sight had been contacted. To prevent cases like this from being worse, before pipe is even
drilled, X-rays of the welds are taken on location to ensure that the pipe will not crack. Before operation begins all
pipeline is filled with water and hydrostatically tested over double the amount of operating pressure. All oil rigs, no
matter if they are owned by EnCana, Ensign, or Anadarko they have a blowout preventer. Every rig also has an
automatic emergency shut-offs. Chesapeake explains these technology advancements on their website. Whenever
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there is an unexpected high pressure underground, the blowout preventer will keep the well head from exploding. If
the preventer fails for any reason, there are shut off valves that will automatically stop production (Chesapeake
Energy). Even though incidents are rare, every employee is trained for emergency situations. Oil companies have the
same structure that the National Incident Management System has. If there is ever an emergency they are on an ERP
—Emergency Response Plan. Through this plan the have regularly scheduled safety meeting, employees are highly
trained in their roles in case of emergency, and have a strong partnership with emergency response contractors. They
are ready to respond in an event of emergency if the need ever arises (Chesapeake Energy).

Now that you, as my audience, are more informed about hydraulic fracturing, why chemicals are used, and what
companies will do in case of emergency. My first steps are to inform others about this is going to be talk to majors.
Every month the small town of Grover, Colorado has a town meeting. Two years ago, an Ensign employee would go to
these meeting to promote the company and listen to concerns. At first the concerns were small and involved truck
traffic. As time went on and the smaller problems were dealt with, there was more and more concern over water
contamination. As the townspeople, specifically the major, became informed about fracking, the idea was more
accepted. Today, the town thrives on money from drilling. From small towns, I would move onto more populated
areas such as Fort Lupton. Where there has already been controversy over drilling. I would use the methane case as
an example of how fracking is not hurting the public. I would also incorporate how fracking would help the economy.
Once towns like this are tackled, I will move on cities like Longmont. This particular city is all over the internet and the
news because the major is working on banning fracking. This isn’t the only big city that is trying to ban fracking. A
group of people from Erie, Colorado has started a group called “Erie Rising.” They have a Facebook page, website,
and hold frequent meetings to discuss how to ban fracking altogether. The catch that this group uses is, “they are
protecting their kids.” With it proven that there is no harm to the public, this group can be put to a stop. All it takes is
one small step towards changing a town, then a state, and even a nation.

Do you a drink a bottle of Gatorade after a long day at the gym? Do you like to drive your car? How about this, do
you like to heat your home during the winter months? Plastic, fuels, or anything that is manufactured uses natural gas
and oil in some way. Without drilling, there would be less jobs, a worse economy, and inflation due to importing
foreign oil. The next time you’re driving and see a “candlestick” and you are wondering what they are, just remember
when you were sitting in class on December 5th, 2012. Remember back to when you were asked, “Do you enjoy
having the yearnings of life?” You will remember that oil rigs are just a way of giving you these desirable needs of life.
The next time you have a few minutes to spare, Go to CHK.com, EnCana.com, or Anadarko.com. For more in depth
research go to FracFocus.org. This database explains all of the chemicals used and regulations by state. There is also
a tab that will show you wells near you. For even an informational video watch TruthLand. This video can be found on
YouTube. This was a reply to GasLand, a video on how and why hydraulic fracturing is bad. The producer of this
documentary was greatly mistaken on all of his “facts.” Hydraulic fracturing may seem scary and unusual at first, but
in the long run it’s needed to keep our country satisfied with everyday needs and wants.
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From: Lynn Ganter
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Extend Moratorium on new drilling
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 10:52:25 AM

Please seriously consider extending the moratorium on new drilling and please consider banning
Fracking all together!  We need to see more research done on the safety of such a practice by non
biased organizations/scientists.  Please don't let us become another Weld (welled) County!

Sincerely,

Lynn Ganter
3955 Beasley Dr
Erie, CO

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:lmganter@me.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Emily Freed
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Docket DC-12-0003: Amendments to Oil and Gas Development Regulations
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 10:54:28 AM

I am writing to discuss my deep concerns regarding the process of hydrolic
fracturing (i.e. fracking) and to express my support for a continued moratorium on
this dirty and dangerous industrial practice until it can be proven safe.

 

I have grave concerns regarding the negative impacts of fracking on public health,
safety, property, public land, water and air.  The proven risks of hydrolic fracturing,
through research and the experiences of those living near fracking wells, bring us to
the conclusion that a moratorium should be put into place immediately until such
time as it is shown to be safe.  Current setbacks have proven insufficient to prevent
contamination of groundwater from spills that inevitably occur and human exposure
to toxic emissions that are known to cause cancer[1] and other illness.   

 

I am also greatly disturbed by the huge volumes of methane being documented
leaking at fracking well-heads.  Methane is a greenhouse gas that is 20 times more
potent than carbon dioxide in trapping heat in our atmosphere.  These leaks are
contributing to climate destabilization, which has already loaded the dice for record-
breaking storms, floods, heat, and the wildfires and drought that have begun to
plague our state and others in recent years.  This has led some analysts to surmise
that fracked natural gas is perhaps even more dangerous than burning coal. 

 

Furthermore, with climate change placing even more stress on water resources, it is
unconscionable to use and permanently remove from the water cycle, the vast
quantities of irreplaceable water currently consumed the process of fracking –
approximately 5 million gallons per well.  This waste water is made so toxic with
fracking chemicals it is often injected deep below the Earth’s surface, where it is
unusable and threatens groundwater, and the injection process has even been
shown to trigger earthquakes.

 

In a time when all the science indicates that a sane society should be transitioning
rapidly away from fossil fuels, it is a disturbing testament to the stranglehold of the
fossil fuel industry on our democracy when communities are denied their
fundamental right to safeguard air, water and public health and safety from
dangerous practices of the fossil fuel industry and are threatened with lawsuits if
they dare to try.   

 

Unfortunately, the federal government is not protecting us - the 2005 federal Energy
Policy Act exempted hydraulic fracturing from complying with the Clean Water, Safe

mailto:efreed@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


Drinking Water and Clean Air Acts.  Nor is our state government protecting us - the
COGCC has only 17 inspectors for 48,000 active wells.  There have been more than
1,000 fracking-related spills of diesel fuel, oil, toxic chemicals, and other
contaminants in Colorado over the last three years, dozens of which have polluted
groundwater.[2]  And there are still currently no state or federal rules to regulate
greenhouse gas emissions.

 

So I call on you to protect our health and welfare.  Lacking conclusive evidence that
fracking is safe and with mounting evidence to the contrary, the prudent action is to
follow the precautionary principle and pass a moratorium on fracking until such time
as it can be proven safe.   

Sincerely,
Emily Freed

810 37th St
Boulder, CO 80303

[1] "Study shows air emissions near fracking sites may pose health
risk," University of Colorado Denver Newsroom, March 19, 2012

[2] Bruce Finley, "Drilling spills rise in Colorado, but fines rare," The Denver Post,
February 22, 2012
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From: Cynthia Johnson
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Letter regarding meeting today at 4 pm about fracking
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 11:03:11 AM

January 24, 2013

To Boulder County Commissioners:

I am a concerned citizen of Boulder County to request a moratorium on hydrolic
fracturing (i.e. fracking) until it can be proven more safe than most companies are
currently practicing.    
 
I have grave concerns regarding the negative impacts of fracking on public health,
safety, property, public land, water and air.  The proven risks of hydrolic fracturing,
through research and the experiences of those living near fracking wells, bring us to
the conclusion that a moratorium should be put into place immediately until such
time as it is shown to be safe.  Current procedures have proven insufficient to
prevent contamination of groundwater from spills that inevitably occur and human
exposure to toxic emissions that are known to cause cancer[1] and other illness.   
 
In addition, I am concerned with the large volumes of methane being documented
leaking at fracking well-heads.  Methane is a greenhouse gas that is 20 times more
potent than carbon dioxide in trapping heat in our atmosphere.  These leaks are
contributing to climate destabilization, which has already loaded the dice for record-
breaking storms, floods, heat, and the wildfires and drought that have begun to
plague our state and others in recent years.  This has led some analysts to surmise
that fracked natural gas is perhaps even more dangerous than burning coal.  

Furthermore, with climate change placing even more stress on water resources, it is
unconscionable to use and permanently remove from the water cycle, the vast
quantities of irreplaceable water currently consumed the process of fracking –
approximately 5 million gallons per well.  This waste water is made so toxic with
fracking chemicals it is often injected deep below the Earth’s surface, where it is
unusable and threatens groundwater, and the injection process has even been
shown to trigger earthquakes. 

Unfortunately, the federal government is not protecting us - the 2005 federal Energy
Policy Act exempted hydraulic fracturing from complying with the Clean Water, Safe
Drinking Water and Clean Air Acts.  Nor is our state government protecting us - the
COGCC has only 17 inspectors for 48,000 active wells.  There have been more than
1,000 fracking-related spills of diesel fuel, oil, toxic chemicals, and other
contaminants in Colorado over the last three years, dozens of which have polluted
groundwater.[2]  And there are still currently no state or federal rules to regulate
greenhouse gas emissions. 

I understand the financial concerns of the county as well as the companies involved
as there are pressing needs for jobs, tax revenue, and for energy.  These are
important issues, however jobs can be developed in clean energy and money can be
saved in health care costs and land values if there is investment in clean energy. 
How can we look at longer term benefits versus the short term solutions?  That is
my hope.  That the country look long term at solutions that are better for everyone.
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Thank you for your time and consideration,

Cynthia Johnson,
790 S. Skinner Rd.
Allenspark, CO  80510
Boulder County

[1] "Study shows air emissions near fracking sites may pose health
risk," University of Colorado Denver Newsroom, March 19, 2012
[2] Bruce Finley, "Drilling spills rise in Colorado, but fines rare," The Denver Post,
February 22, 2012
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From: Ruth Hansen
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fracking in boulder county, January 24, 2013
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 12:32:28 PM

Good morning.  As I'm unable to attend this afternoons hearing, I'm writing instead to urge you to put
your first priority on protecting us humans and the local environment we all live in. 

Given the current fracking practices - which use high volumes of toxic and undisclosed "proprietary"
chemicals, release methane and toxins into the air and water (1), and dispose of toxic waste water in
dangerous holding ponds and injection wells (how would YOU feel if your children or grandchildren
frequented such areas??) - alongside the fact that that the oil & gas industry is exempt from provisions
of the federal Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, Safe Drinking Water Act, and the Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act (2)... fracking should not be conducted in Boulder County!

Given the over 2000 spills recorded by the oil & gas industry in Colorado with the Colorado Oil and Gas
Conservation Commission (COGCC) since 2008 (3); and that 17% of these spills have contaminated
groundwater, while 40% (yes, nearly HALF) of spills in weld county have contaminated
groundwater...there is no place for fracking with these "non-existent" standards in Boulder County!  Yet
the COGCC has just adopted a substandard groundwater monitoring program, with even weaker
requirements for new wells in Greater Wattenberg Area, which includes parts of eastern Boulder County
(4).

In light of these failures to protect the public, I ask that Boulder County continue its moratorium on
fracking here until the Colorado Dept of Public Health and Environment and the EPA complete their
studies on the environmental impacts of fracking, and new regulations and enforcement procedures are
established to protect human and environmental health.

As a side note: If Boulder County must allow fracking to take place within its borders it is essential that
communities are protected by a 2000 foot setback buffer btwn wells and homes, schools or any
occupied buildings, with an additional 100 foot setback for each additional well bore on the pad.  This
buffer must prohibit re-entry of abandoned wells, require decommissioning of any existing wells, and
require retirement of permits granted for drilling within the setback buffer.  On top of that, boulder
county must prepare financially for the serious health issues resulting from air and groundwater
contamination due to said fracking procedures that the public will face.  All this only AFTER safer
regulation and enforcement procedures have been adopted into all fracking procedure.

Please protect our beautiful community and its inhabitants from the contaminants of today's fracking!

Kind regards,
Ruth Mazur
471 e raintree ct
Louisville, co 80027
720.352.5874

1. http://summitcountyvoice.com/2012/03/06/colorado-air-pollution-from-gas-fields-worse-than-
thought/

2. http://www.ewg.org/reports/Free-Pass-for-Oil-and-Gas/Oil-and-Gas-Industry-Exemptions

3. http://www.denverpost.com/environment/ci_22154751/drilling-spills-reaching-colorado-groundwater-
state-mulls-test

4. http://www.edf.org/news/cogcc-adopts-nation%E2%80%99s-weakest-water-testing-program

Sent from my iPad
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From: Donna Bonetti
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fracking in Boulder County
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 1:43:32 PM

I will not make it to the meeting tonight but I want you to know that I want you to act bravely in
protecting the public health and safety in a way that protects our vital land, air and water resources. I
am concerned hearing about the increase of air pollution in Erie due to fracking there and also reports
of increased air pollution in Rocky Mountain National Park due to fracking on the Western Slope. Other
communities across the nation, including New York, Pennsylvania and the Big Horn Valley of Wyoming
are experiencing water pollution problems due to the practice. Our water resources in this region are
scarce and we can not afford to waste or pollute our water sources. Thank you for your consideration.

Donna Bonetti
1170 B Monroe dr.
Boulder, 80303

Sent from my iPad
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From: berylb1@juno.com
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Extend the Fracking Moratorium
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 2:21:20 PM

 
 

350 Boulder County has grave concerns regarding the negative impacts of fracking
on public health, safety, property, public land, water and air.  The proven risks of
hydrolic fracturing, through research and the experiences of those living near
fracking wells, bring us to the conclusion that a moratorium should be put into place
immediately until such time as it is shown to be safe.  Current setbacks have proven
insufficient to prevent contamination of groundwater from spills that inevitably occur
and human exposure to toxic emissions that are known to cause cancer[1] and
other illness.   

Also, as an organization dedicated to mobilizing to solve the climate crisis, we are
disturbed by the huge volumes of methane being documented leaking at fracking
well-heads.  Methane is a greenhouse gas that is 20 times more potent than carbon
dioxide in trapping heat in our atmosphere.  These leaks are contributing to climate
destabilization, which has already loaded the dice for record-breaking storms, floods,
heat, and the wildfires and drought that have begun to plague our state and others
in recent years.  This has led some analysts to surmise that fracked natural gas is
perhaps even more dangerous than burning coal. 

Furthermore, with climate change placing even more stress on water resources, it is
unconscionable to use and permanently remove from the water cycle, the vast
quantities of irreplaceable water currently consumed the process of fracking –
approximately 5 million gallons per well.  This waste water is made so toxic with
fracking chemicals it is often injected deep below the Earth’s surface, where it is
unusable and threatens groundwater, and the injection process has even been
shown to trigger earthquakes.

We applaud passage of Longmont’s Ballot Measure 300, standing for a community’s
right to safeguard health and safety.   In a time when all the science indicates that a
sane society should be transitioning rapidly away from fossil fuels, it is a disturbing
testament to the stranglehold of the fossil fuel industry on our democracy when
communities are denied their fundamental right to safeguard air, water and public
health and safety from dangerous practices of the fossil fuel industry and are
threatened with lawsuits if they dare to try.   And still, not all communities have the
leadership or resources to fight for a local ban. 

Unfortunately, the federal government is not protecting us - the 2005 federal Energy
Policy Act exempted hydraulic fracturing from complying with the Clean Water, Safe
Drinking Water and Clean Air Acts.  Nor is our state government protecting us - the
COGCC has only 17 inspectors for 48,000 active wells.  There have been more than
1,000 fracking-related spills of diesel fuel, oil, toxic chemicals, and other
contaminants in Colorado over the last three years, dozens of which have polluted
groundwater.[2]  And there are still currently no state or federal rules to regulate
greenhouse gas emissions.

So we must call on our state and local leaders to protect our health and welfare. 
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Lacking conclusive evidence that fracking is safe and with mounting evidence to the
contrary, the prudent action is to follow the precautionary principle and pass a
moratorium on fracking until such time as it can be proven safe.   

Sincerely,
Beryl Beauchamp

[1] "Study shows air emissions near fracking sites may pose health
risk," University of Colorado Denver Newsroom, March 19, 2012

[2] Bruce Finley, "Drilling spills rise in Colorado, but fines rare," The Denver Post,
February 22, 2012

-- 
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Woman is 53 But Looks 25
Mom reveals 1 simple wrinkle trick that has angered doctors...
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From: Jen Palazzolo
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: PLEASE READ and ReThink Fracking
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 2:41:48 PM

Commissioners,

I had hoped to be there today but responsibilities as a mother came
first and I had to change plans. I hope you are able to take the time to
read the comment I wanted to give. I live in Erie and I am leaving Erie
and fracking and the more choices made by local officials here is the
main reason why.

I am a mother, not an activist or environmentalist. In fact each of you
might be more of an environmentalist than I ever was or will be. I am
not an alarmist either. I hold a BS in Pharmacy ans have practived
health care for 14 years. Because of a science background I take many
things with a grain of salt because there truly are many sides to each
story. When I first learned of fracking and how up in arms people in my
community were I didn't give it a lot of thought, just tucked it in the
back of my mind. When a close friend pulled his children out of school
mid year because of Encana's plans to drill 600 yards away from Red Hawk
I had to find out more. The more I read and found out the more uneasy I
felt. Yes, I realize we use natural gas as well as oil and that a
strategic economic approach is to get it on US soil, not foreign. Makes
perfect sense UNTIL you really drill down the environmental and health
impacts of "fracking". I put that is quotations because it truly is the
entire mining process that is troublesome, not just the point in the
process where they frack the shale.

This has been at the forefront for a couple of years now and very much
so in the last year so I will do my best not to be repetitive with
information you've already had. Let me ask you this though. When is that
last time you have thoroughly visited Erie or Firestone, CO? I can't
imagine if you have toured either of those towns in and out you could
fathom allowing this industry to destroy the land of Boulder County.
Land that many from counties all across the state use and love.

I will tell you about Erie. We're 48 square miles and have over 155
active wells. As development has grown in Erie plugged and abandoned
wells have had homes and parks built on top of them with no disclosure
to homeowners. The latest being in the Flatiron Meadows subdivision at
Erie Pkwy and 111th. There is a risk of living on top of an abandoned
well yet developers and industry alike are allowed to keep this dirty
little secret. This 48 square mile down is developing homes at an
extremely rapid pace but you know what they're making sure to do first?
Approve setbacks for development around existing wells that are far less
than 350ft and no where near the 500 or 1000 ft that is being tossed
around by the COGCC. Brightwater and Summerfield Subdivisions in Erie,
when developed with homes, will allow for 200ft setbacks. They will make
sure the industry gets in, gets out and then the homes can be built. I
suppose if you think that butane, ethane, xylene, toulene, etc. are safe
to breathe in then this isn't of any concern but there is no proof that
long term, daily exposure to the fugitive emissions form producing wells
is safe. There is no proof this isn't showing up in people's blood,
urine, or fat tissue causing long term health effects. How can your
conscience allow this? I am certain it can't. Our state has put you in a
precarious position but as residents of Boulder County and a free
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country we are asking, no BEGGING you to stand up and not allow this
poison into Boulder. A lawsuit by the state will be far easier than the
lawsuit that is most certain to come down the road when this industry is
proven to be toxic and poisoning both people and the land. I realize
this sounds extreme but I have devoted over a year of my life to
studying this and the health concerns are monumental. Increased ozone
and it's risks is just the begining. What about the risks of leukemia
from benzene or ethylbenzene? What about blood and iron issues from
chronic bloody noses? What about chronic GI issues to the point that
people cannot keep in proper nutrition? This is all very real and is
happening in Erie and other states developing gas patches on top of
human beings. People would not uproot their lives and careers if this
wasn't an industry worth fighting against.

Today I urge you to devote your choices to the residents of Boulder
County not the Wendy Wiedenbeck's or Matt LePore's of the industry. Ask
them how close they live to a gas well. There is a reason most of the
industry employees lives South of Denver far from and shale formations.
There is a reason Tisha Schuller lives up in the mountains where an oil
rig won't be set up. Please look at the whole picture. Consider a mother
like me who fights this to protect my children and their future. I am
leaving Erie and moving to Boulder for my family's safety.  I hope that
you, my commissioners err on the side of caution and do not allow
fracking until it is proven safe with a long term health study that is
free from the dirty hands of the industry. The future and health of my
children depend on the choices you make today.

I ask that you please take time to look at these pictures of fracking
from Erie and Firestone. This is not what you want for Boulder's
landscape or the people who live there.

These are the images of the whole industrial process at Canyon Creek
Site (aka Red Hawk Elementary well). Heavy industry around a school and
subdivision
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/pr6uenv188w8p4v/bqG7gRtO34

Sincerely,
Jennifer L. Palazzolo
Erie, CO
(soon to be Boulder, CO 80301)

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/pr6uenv188w8p4v/bqG7gRtO34


From: Gallaway, Elizabeth
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Cc: Sanchez, Kimberly; Robbins, Jeff; Jost, Jamie
Subject: Encana Comments re: 1/24/13 BOCC hearing
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 2:41:48 PM
Attachments: Encana January 24, 2013 Letter to Boulder County Commissioners.pdf

Attached please find a letter from Encana regarding this evening’s meeting and
associated agenda.  Encana will not attend this evening’s hearing, but we have
requested that the attached letter be read into the record.

 

Please do not hesitate to call or email with any questions or concerns.

 

Thank you,

 

Liz Gallaway

 

Elizabeth Gallaway | Beatty & Wozniak, P.C.
Attorney

216 Sixteenth Street, Ste. 1100
Denver,  CO 80202-5115
303-407-4493
www.bwenergylaw.com

Energy in the Law

Confidentiality:  This Beatty & Wozniak, P.C email, its attachments and data ('email")  are intended to be Confidential and may
contain Attorney-Client Communications or Work Product.  If you are not the intended recipient or may have received this message in
error, notify the sender immediately and permanently delete the email and all  copies thereof from any drives or storage media and
destroy any printouts. Any use or distribution of any of the information in this email is Strictly Prohibited.

Federal Tax Advice Disclaimer:  This email is not tax advice and is not intended be used for the purpose of avoiding federal tax
penalties or promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any matters addressed herein.  IRS Circular 230.

mailto:egallaway@bwenergylaw.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:ksanchez@bouldercounty.org
mailto:robbins@grn-law.com
mailto:jjost@bwenergylaw.com















From: kyle johnson
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Please extend the moratorium on oil and gas development in Boulder county for a year.
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 7:23:43 PM

To all whom this may concern:
 
I am a concerned citizen. I have learned that the city of Boulder will be conducting a
public hearing on whether to grant permits for oil and gas development (i.e.,
fracking) in Boulder County. I can not make it out to show a presence this night but
I am writing to strongly urge you to extend the moratorium on oil and gas
development and give Boulder County time to do adequate health assessment and
baseline studies on air and water quality.
 
Please don't become sold out to these oil & gas companies, it is an issue of public
health and safety and the people are paying attention.

-- 
~Kyle
Fotos provided by  FreeFoto.com
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From: Ollimaleya@aol.com
To: ollimaleya@aol.com
Subject: 5 States Leading The Fight Against Hydraulic Fracturing | Care2 Cau
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 9:28:06 PM

Click here: 5 States Leading The Fight Against Hydraulic Fracturing | Care2 Causes
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From: Rod Brueske
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: stake holder fine rule makeing
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 10:01:44 PM

TO Commissioners and Staff
After Jan. 24th meeting I want to thank you for all your hard work. I would like to
request that Boulder County petition the COGCC to have new rule making concerning
fine amounts on NOAV the amounts of these fine are antiquated and have not been
up dated for quite some time.AS in the case of the NOAV with the Ross G well the
fine amounts the state want to fine Encana Oil and Gas are minor if you take into
consideration the danger they put my family in.The fine schedule promotes
operators to perform poorly because of the minor cost to profit margin.This problem
also exists with the CDPHE and their fine schedule. I feel that Boulder County to
serve in the best interest of the people of Boulder County need to immediately
petition the COGCC and the CDPHE to update these antiquated fines.

    thanks for your action in this matter!!! Rod Brueske
                                                    8381 e. countyline rd
              
                                   Longmont Co. 80504  phone# 720-244-1148

        P.S. Other exsample of this is silca dust explosion at Deason well on Niwot RD.
no fines or action has been taken on Encana.

mailto:rkbrueske@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Teresa Foster
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: A few more links for the public record - attach to January 24, 2013 testimony
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 10:10:40 PM

Dear County Commissioners - please watch this video of Dr. Theo Colborn of the
Endocrine Disruption Exchange - you will be shocked by how dangerous it is to be
anywhere near a fracked well:

Important video - Natural Gas: The Rest of the
Story - http://vimeo.com/40268145 - 

In March, 2012, Theo Colborn spoke to an audience in western Colorado on the
hazards posed to human and environmental health by air pollution from natural gas
operations.

And my testimony tonight talked about this guest opinion in the Daily Camera last
weekend - 

http://www.dailycamera.com/guest-opinions/ci_22404756/commentary-
precautionary-principle?

Commentary: The precautionary
principle
By Ron Forthofer
Posted:   01/20/2013 01:00:00 AM MST

Here it is 2013 and the United States still refuses, with a few exceptions, to adopt
the precautionary principle, a key tool used to protect the public from potentially
dangerous products, policies or actions. The essence of this principle is that if there
are reasonable grounds for concern about the safety of some product or action, its
safety must be scientifically established before the product is released or the action
taken. The precautionary principle reflects the idea that "an ounce of
prevention is better than a pound of cure." A key reason for the
precautionary principle lies in the fact that once a dangerous product is
released on the public, its impact may be irreversible.

Unfortunately, the U.S. approach of allowing potentially dangerous products on the
market without an independent scientific verification that they are safe is ass-
backwards. In effect, government is permitting an uncontrolled experiment to be
conducted on the U.S. public without the public's knowledge or consent. In scientific
medical research here, such uncontrolled experiments are not permitted.

Once a harmful product is released on the market, unless there is definitive proof of
damage, the product is allowed to remain on the market, causing even more
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damage over time. However, given the complexity of our modern life, it is very
difficult to show conclusively that a dangerous product is the cause of the problem.
Clearly this difficulty demonstrating harm long after the product's release on the
public works: 1) to increase the profits of the corporation that marketed the unsafe
product; and 2) against the public interest. Under the U.S. approach, if damage is
done, financial reparations are sometimes paid to the victims. However, financial
reparations, if they are awarded, hardly make up for events such as the loss of lives
or a water supply.

One would have hoped that the U.S. experience with snake oil salesmen during the
19th century would have caused us to be protected from unscrupulous marketers.
Nope. Even other examples of harmful products such as lead-based paints, asbestos,
DDT, cigarettes, and lead additives in gasoline didn't lead to the adoption of the
precautionary principle. Nor did environmental disasters caused by the use of single-
hull oil tankers or by deep-water drilling for oil. Nor did the devastation caused by
mostly preventable food-borne illnesses. For example, according to a 2011 article in
the journal of Emerging Infectious Diseases, each year in the U.S. 31 major food-
borne pathogens cause 9.4 million cases of food-borne illness, 55,961
hospitalizations, and 2,612 deaths.

Note that the public's financial health is also at risk due to the introduction of unsafe
products. For example, consider the incredible damage caused by Wall Street with its
fraudulent triple-A rated products. Wall Street, abetted by the removal of key
regulations, incredibly lax regulation and the abject failure of rating agencies, almost
destroyed the world's financial system. Certainly this crime, probably the largest
theft in recorded history, finally forced the government to adopt the precautionary
principle? Sadly, the answer was still no.

Surprisingly, former Vice President Dick Cheney was one who pushed the
precautionary idea in a very narrow area. According to author Ron Suskind, Cheney
advocated the "one percent doctrine." Cheney wanted military action to be an option
if there was even a one percent chance that a terrorist attack with weapons of mass
destruction might be launched against the United States. Whether or not a one
percent chance qualifies as reasonable grounds for concern is a topic for another
day.

Unsurprisingly, Cheney did not support the application of his idea to other issues
such as protection of the environment or climate change. For example, there is
certainly much greater than a one percent chance that the current method of
fracking can cause severe damage to our health, water supplies and the air we
breathe. Under the precautionary principle, independent scientific studies would be
performed before fracking could be used more broadly.

The overwhelming majority of climate scientists are predicting incredibly damaging
and possibly irreversible changes to the climate. Yet the use of the precautionary
idea is out the window for one of the greatest threats facing us today even as the
evidence of climate change accumulates.

What will it take before this common sense idea is used? Unfortunately a key part of
the answer lies with corporate money and power that have captured the government
and many of its regulatory agencies, thus preventing government from carrying out
its responsibilities. Unless we get money out of politics, the future is very bleak.

Ron Forthofer lives in Longmont.



Thank you,

Teresa Foster
Longmont, Co




