
From: karen groover
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fracking Rules & Regulations
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 3:02:10 PM

Dear Commissioners,
 
How can we regulate an industry like the oil and gas when they do now abide by our rules.  Time after
time I read on Earthjustice and Gaslandthemove websites about how the oil companies and the EPA
turn their back on the poisioning of our water and air when it appears.
 
People who I know in Boulder can not believe this is being allowed here.  Our futures are at stake
which include our property values.  This can be allowed here.  We represent the future of solar energy
not fracking. 
 
If this is not stopped and the people will move out gradually.  All that you have built will go away.  This
is not Ft. Worth, Tx.  We moved here because of its healthy environment. 
 
It is necessary to see the future of all this and its consequences for the future of Boulder.  Boulder will
lose in the long run.  The climate change is already evident.  No snow.  No water.  Who will be able to
live here when the water is tainted, the air causes bloody noses, headaches and asthma. 
 
The Democracy Classes were taught and they is a way of banning this.  Check with Gary who lost the
election to Elise.  He took the class. Use his knowledge to help save Boulder.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Groover

Karen K. Groover, MA
Groover Clinic Office Manager
Groover Clinic's  Expertise is Fibromyalgia, Tension & Migraine
Headache, Hypertension, Elite Athlete Performance 
& Sports Injuries, Head, Jaw, Neck, Back, Chest, Hip,
Shoulder, Arm, Wrist, Knee, Leg & Ankle Pain,
Muscle Spasms, Postural Imalance.
http://www.grooverclinic.com
2725 Iris Avenue, Boulder, CO 80304
303-442-7772

mailto:karengroover@comcast.net
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
http://www.grooverclinic.com/


From: alan apt
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fracking
Date: Thursday, January 24, 2013 5:18:23 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I hope you will continue with your courageous position against poorly regulated oil
and gas extraction with fracking methods. The public's health and safety has been
compromised by a rogue industry that has undermined essential national, state and
local environmental laws and safeguards. Few  elected officials have held the oil and
gas industry responsible for the air and water pollution that has turned Colorado's
once relatively clean air and water into a toxic stew. Recent studies have shown that
the methane pollution in Northern Colorado exceeds the air pollution of Houston;
renowned for the laisse faire lax regulation of Texas. The state, and some local,
governments of Colorado have thus far been as corrupted by the big money of the
O&G industry as has Congress. Please continue to protect Boulder County citizens
with a complete moratorium, until science and data catch up to the deleterious
extraction process; and sound regulations, with the complete application of the
Clean Air and Water Acts is possible.
The impact of fracking has also now been shown to have the same level of carbon
release as burning coal; making it a deadly threat to our climate.

Thank You,
Alan Apt
317 W.5th Street
P.O. Box 620
Nederland, CO 80466 

Phone: 303-258-2456

mailto:alanrapt@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: m.risk@comcast.net
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Re: fracking in Boulder County
Date: Friday, January 25, 2013 12:16:23 AM

Dear Commissioners:

 

I  bought a home in Louisville one and a half years ago, thinking that I would
retire and live out my remaning years here, but now I am very concerned about the
direction that Boulder County is headed in allowing fracking.  I watched the replay of
the public meeting of Jan. 24 and would like to offer the following input that I hope
will inform your decision making process. The following article by oil and gas
analysts states the following:

 

"It appears that the pattern of rapid declines and the over-stated ability of shale to
radically grow production is true across the U.S., for both gas and oil. In the effort
to maintain and grow oil and gas supply, Americans will effectively be chained to
drilling rigs to offset production declines and meet demand growth, and will have to
endure collateral environmental impacts of escalating drilling and fracking."

 

http://oilprice.com/Energy/Natural-Gas/US-Shale-Gas-Bubble-is-Set-to-Burst.html

 

In other words, the wells decline in production quickly and that is why the gas
companies are pushing to frack more and more wells ever more quickly.

 

My son is a geologist who attended the AGU (American Geophysical
Union) conference in San Francisco this January and reported that this conclusion is
the consensus: that the wells decline quickly and that the whole boom will be over
within ten years.

 

In addtion the following article posits that another financial scheme underlies the
booming investment in the shale gas play.

http://www.truthdig.com/report/item/the_natural_gas_bubble_20130104/?ln

"As time passes, data on natural gas production, which goes back only a few years,
indicate that shale gas is an unreliable energy source. Reserves are declining up to
70 percent per year. Where corporate reports show that decline leveling off through
the use of theoretical models, figures point to an unrelenting decline that predicts
the reserves will dry up in a few years."

mailto:m.risk@comcast.net
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
http://oilprice.com/Energy/Natural-Gas/US-Shale-Gas-Bubble-is-Set-to-Burst.html
http://www.truthdig.com/report/item/the_natural_gas_bubble_20130104/?ln


 

Do we really want to take the chance to ruin our water, soil and quality of life in
Boulder County for a short term benefit to the gas companies? How foolish that
would be!

 

Sincerely yours,

 

Margaret Risk

 

 



From: m.risk@comcast.net
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Re: Fracking: More on natural gas well declines
Date: Friday, January 25, 2013 1:05:43 AM

Commissioners:

 

Here is another well researched article from the NY Times that indicates the natural
gas wells are declining more rapidly than what the gas companies project. They
have to keep fracking more and more wells in order to keep up the pretense and to
keep wall street investors interested in putting up the capital. The whole boom may
be over within a short period of time. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/26/us/26gas.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0

 

Please do not allow gas companies to ruin Boulder County for the sake of short term
profits!

 

Yours,

Margaret Risk

mailto:m.risk@comcast.net
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/26/us/26gas.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0


From: April Beach
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Please receive my testimony regarding your pending oil and gas decisions
Date: Friday, January 25, 2013 9:42:47 AM
Attachments: COGCC testimony 1.2013.docx

Dear Commissioners, 

I apologize that I was not able to make the public comment yesterday.  

Please take a moment to review my testimony given to the COGCC a few weeks ago
regarding OG operations and serious health concerns.  ATTACHED

Our family plans to relocated to Boulder from Erie as quickly as possible.   I can only
hope that Boulder will be a safer place for our children.  

You are welcome to contact me at any time for additional questions.  

Kind Regards, 
April Beach

-- 
April Beach | Founder/CEO
Baby Planner, Inc.
800.544.3903 ext. 105
303.522.4334 direct
www.babyplannerinc.com

_________________________________________

Privileged/Confidential Information may be contained in this message or attachments
thereto. If you are not the addressee indicated in this message (or responsible for
delivery of the message to such person), you may not copy or deliver this message
to anyone or take any action in reliance upon this message. In such case, you
should destroy this message and any attachments and kindly notify the sender by
reply email. 

mailto:april@babyplannerinc.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
http://www.babyplannerinc.com/

[bookmark: _GoBack]Before I share, it’s important to note that I am a Conservative Republican and NOT an environmentalist. I come from a family who owns oil and mineral rights and receives royalty checks. I also have family and friends who work in the industry. 

***

I have three boys. I have lived surrounded by wells for 10 years and within a few hundred yards of what appear to have been open pits for 6.  

We were never informed of the pits, or of the chemicals in use, dangers of operations, and ongoing possible health implications of the surrounding operations.  In our first home, we felt tremors and small earthquakes, in our current home we have many more issues.  

***

We currently live near 5 wellheads, a BTEX burner, 2 separators and 2 Condensate tanks.  Beyond this we are surrounded by 34 wells within a ½ mile radius. 

We have been told to evacuate our home by CDPHE from a possible H2S release.  Only to have an investigation team on site days later, when obviously no issues would be found.  

We have called the fire department multiples times from toxic gasses seeping into our home.  Only to have them not equipped with adequate detection monitors for the chemicals of concern. I don’t bother calling them anymore because they can’t help me. 

At night, I can look out my son’s window and see the flames inside the closest BTEX burner.  Loud sounds and burning noises are a common occurrence.  Vapors rise from the numerous burners surrounding our home, day and night.  

***

We have been sick. 

I have an unexplained lesion in my spinal cord.  I had to deal with a spinal tap, regular MRIs and ongoing testing.  After we found the lesion, I do not remember 6 months of my life.  A precious time when my second baby was less than a year old.  

In addition, our family deals with many more health issues,

Not limited to the following:



Headaches 

Severe Migraines

Children with gushing bloody noses

Confusion

Memory loss

Hyper tension

Hair loss

Concentration problems

Severely unexplainable autoimmune disorders and allergies for multiple family members. 

Pains and weakness in our bodies

Serious GI issues to the extent of a child needing a colonoscopy, and multiple family members needing endoscopies. All with no findings. 

Chronic, painful reflux for everyone

Complete body itching night and day for months with no explanation and no treatment available 

Periods of dizziness to the point of not being able to walk or climb stairs in both children and adults

My son also developed severe asthma shortly after the BTEX burner was put online next to our house

My husband redeveloped his childhood asthma at the same time and

I developed new asthma symptoms

Chronic sinusitis for one child, which has led to antibiotic resistance and CT scans

Sickness, lethargy and abdominal pain that lasted for months after the most recent well was completed by our home, with clear CT scans, blood work and stool samplings 

Only narcotics could help until the pain went away 

And many other health concerns…



Just when we thought we had seen the worst.  My son recently developed a rare neurological disorder.  

His body began to loose control with ticks and twitches. He has torn all the muscles in his neck and cut his hands from repeatedly gripping so hard.  With his hands wrapped, writing at school has become a challenge and playing guitar, his favorite way to self-calm is not always an option.  It is unbearable to watch as a parent, let alone live with as a child.  



He is the bravest person I know.  He submitted a testimony to the EPA in 2011, about his concerns regarding the wells.  About how he could no longer play in his tree-fort next to the nearby condensate tanks.  In addition, a BTEX burner now stands where there used to be a huge beautiful Cottonwood tree and the owls are gone. 



Though this is right next to our home, I am warned to not walk too close without fire retardant clothing on.  But every time I ask, I am told we are safe!  



***



Recently, I requested the Town of Erie and Encana place a VRU on the site by my home.  This request was declined because:

1. It was too expensive

2. And because the time of highest production had supposedly ended and the VRU would not help



However, according the Production Logs on the COGCC website, for “Vessels Minerals”, production has certainly not subsided.  In fact, in some instances it appears to have remained steady or increased.  



***



Everything I know, I have been forced to learn on my own.  The lack of information and transparency the Industry is entitled to is unacceptable. 



With all due respect, I also believe the contradicting authority given to the COGCC is unethical and reveals the lack of protection the State of Colorado is providing for my family.  You cannot promote the development of OG and also be commissioned to protect my children.



I believe you need to act immediately.  I also believe the following needs to be done:

· Comprehensive, health impact studies are conducted 

· Physicians are educated on chemicals in use and how to recognize and treat residents in need

· First responders are trained and equipped

· The COGCC has an adequate number of investigators

· All setback loopholes are closed

· Full disclosure is required and health investigation requests are mandatory

Right now we should also be asking these questions:

· Why are so many people complaining of health concerns?

· Why are our first responders not equipped?

· Why are our procedures for investigating concerns so inadequate?

· What is not the safe distance for drilling to avoid noise and light, but what is the safe distance to avoid the utilization of the death benefit?

***

There are a lot of experts in this room.  Experts in geology, environmental issues and law.  I am an Expert at living next to a well.  I would venture to say that there are few people in this room who have logged as many hours as I have, near an active well site.  Roughly 96, 360 hours.  







I want to state some language that it rarely used in this setting but I felt it was important:



Jeremiah 9 says:

“Let not a wise man speak with pride about his wisdom. 

Let not the strong man speak with pride about his strength. 

And let not a rich man speak with pride about his riches. 

But let him who speaks with pride speak about this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the Lord who shows loving-kindness and does what is fair and right and good on earth.”



History is our greatest teacher and history does not lie.  What will history say about and the decision you’re making? Will you do what is Fair and Right and Good? Will you rise to this occasion? Will you remember me and my kids and what I told you? 

Tonight when you lay down to sleep and put your kids to bed.  I want you to remember me.  And what I’ll be doing.  I’ll be holding a 10 year old boy, whose muscles are exhausted from twitching all day, who is likely crying again asking “why me, how did this happen?”  I will hold him all night, because even after he falls asleep, his body will still twitch.  

I believe we have been exposed for too long, unaware.  But you can make a difference and assure other families are protected. 

I understand that no one in this room can say for sure that our health issues are related to OG operations.  But I also know, that no one can say for sure, that they are not.  

Thank you very much for allowing me to speak.  



***

Stats:

From 2002-2005 we lived 759ft from a newly fracked well site, 735ft from an existing well site, 388ft from yet another shut in well, and only 383ft from multiple open evaporation pits. 

From 2005 to today, we live in the same neighborhood but in a new home. In addition to the sites mentioned above, our current home is 531ft from 5 wells heads, 437 ft from condensate tanks and 333ft from 2 separators and a BTEX burner.  The most recent well was fractured and completed in early 2011 and the BTEX Burner and Separators arrived at this time. 





From: Ginger Ikeda
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; #LandUsePlanner
Subject: More science/evidence to ban fracking
Date: Friday, January 25, 2013 11:34:07 AM

For your attention:

http://www.propublica.org/article/poisoning-the-well-how-the-feds-let-industry-
pollute-the-nations-undergroun

thank you.

-- 
Ginger

SHARE THE ROAD :)
Riders: Be Bright and Be Seen; Rules of the Road
Drivers: Put down the @%$ cell phone and Save a Life; 3 Feet Between; Pass <15
mph above bike's speed.  THANKS!

"Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It's
not!"
Dr. Seuss

mailto:ginger.ikeda@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:LandUsePlanner@bouldercounty.org
http://www.propublica.org/article/poisoning-the-well-how-the-feds-let-industry-pollute-the-nations-undergroun
http://www.propublica.org/article/poisoning-the-well-how-the-feds-let-industry-pollute-the-nations-undergroun


From: Allen Gordon
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Cc: allen gordon
Subject: for the public record regarding hydraulic fracturing in Boulder County
Date: Friday, January 25, 2013 11:41:10 AM

Commissioners,

One major issue that absolutely needs to be addressed regarding the expansion of hydraulic fracturing
in Boulder County concerns the availability of water required.   Each well requires millions of gallons.  
Colorado is a water poor state in the midst of a drought that according to at least one local climatologist
who spoke at the recent public meeing about the expansion of Gross Reservoir, that could last 100
years.  Colorado is oversubscribed to provide water from the Colorado River Compact
(http://www.tucsonsentinel.com/local/report/112812_water_op/thinking-water/  and
http://www.kcet.org/updaily/socal_focus/commentary/colorado-river-study-bad-news-for-thirsty-
californians.html).   Where is all this water going to come from and still supply water for colorado
citizens?

I've previously written to this board about the incompatbility of supporting hydraulic fracturing with the
Boulder County Environmental Sustainabiltiy Plan. 

A recent study by NOAA showed excessive methane release from fracked wells makes natural gas dirtier
than buring coal in addition to local health hazards.   This is an externalized cost to the oil and gas
companies and will be borne by local citizens both financially as well as physically.

I urge you to continue blocked (or at least delaying) the expansion of hydraulic fracturing in Boulder
County.

Thank you

Allen Gordon, Ph.D.
319 Pine Glade Rd
Nederland, CO 80466

mailto:ag@la-gordon.org
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:ag@la-gordon.org
http://www.tucsonsentinel.com/local/report/112812_water_op/thinking-water/
http://www.kcet.org/updaily/socal_focus/commentary/colorado-river-study-bad-news-for-thirsty-californians.html
http://www.kcet.org/updaily/socal_focus/commentary/colorado-river-study-bad-news-for-thirsty-californians.html


From: Frederica Acora
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Re: involvement in Natural Gas 360
Date: Friday, January 25, 2013 3:26:51 PM

Dear Elise Jones,

I feel betrayed.

Sincerely,
Frederica Acora

mailto:freddiacora@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: sparrowfaie@yahoo.com
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Date: Friday, January 25, 2013 4:47:09 PM

Hello Elise, Due to your close ties to the Oil & Gas Industry, as evidenced on page
28 of “Natural Gas 360”, you are unfit to serve as a Boulder county commissioner
because you are entrusted to regulate the same industry which you have assisted
throughout your career. Due to this obvious conflict of interest, I respectfully
demand your immediate resignation.”

Sent from my HTC One™ X, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone

mailto:sparrowfaie@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Cassidy Fairey
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Resignation
Date: Friday, January 25, 2013 4:47:42 PM

Hello Elise, Due to your close ties to the Oil & Gas Industry, as evidenced on page
28 of “Natural Gas 360”, you are unfit to serve as a Boulder county commissioner
because you are entrusted to regulate the same industry which you have assisted
throughout your career. Due to this obvious conflict of interest, I respectfully
demand your immediate resignation.

mailto:cassidyfairey@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Shane Davis Fractivist
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Chesapeake Energy Leaked Memo Exposes Gov Hickenlooper as Oil and Gas Industry Shill  with Zeal to Punish!
Date: Friday, January 25, 2013 9:14:26 PM

http://www.fractivist.blogspot.com/2013/01/chesapeake-energy-memo-exposes-
gov.html

-- 
Thank You,

Shane Davis
Fractivist.com

mailto:fractivist@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
http://www.fractivist.blogspot.com/2013/01/chesapeake-energy-memo-exposes-gov.html
http://www.fractivist.blogspot.com/2013/01/chesapeake-energy-memo-exposes-gov.html
http://fractivist.com/


From: Ginger Ikeda
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; #LandUsePlanner
Subject: We should not contribute to global warming by fracking Boulder County
Date: Saturday, January 26, 2013 1:01:38 AM

Hello,
and please read this: http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/climate-
change/exclusive-billionaires-secretly-fund-attacks-on-climate-science-8466312.html
thanks!

-- 
Ginger

SHARE THE ROAD :)
Riders: Be Bright and Be Seen; Rules of the Road
Drivers: Put down the @%$ cell phone and Save a Life; 3 Feet Between; Pass <15
mph above bike's speed.  THANKS!

"Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It's
not!"
Dr. Seuss

mailto:ginger.ikeda@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:LandUsePlanner@bouldercounty.org
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/climate-change/exclusive-billionaires-secretly-fund-attacks-on-climate-science-8466312.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/climate-change/exclusive-billionaires-secretly-fund-attacks-on-climate-science-8466312.html


From: Jasonpawlina
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Elise Jones in bed with natural gas 360!!!!
Date: Saturday, January 26, 2013 12:08:22 PM

So it turns out you are in bed with natural gas 360....you must resign!! We have no need for the likes
of you! Sincerely Jason Pawlina.

Sent from my iPad

mailto:jasonboombapp@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Weston Wilson
To: Elise Jones; Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Cc: Shane Davis
Subject: Spam: important article for county commissioners
Date: Saturday, January 26, 2013 9:22:42 PM

Elise, I did admire your recent comments in Westword:

Jones also touched on the renewable energy element, saying that it "certainly is a priority for all
of us." She also acknowledged the calls from citizens for a full ban on fracking, a move the board
is not able to make at this point.

"I just want to say that I think it's not because we don't agree with you on the enormous impacts
that oil and gas development have on public health and environment and quality of life," she said.
"It's more about the tools that we have in our tool box, and we want to use them boldly and
creatively and innovatively."

http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2013/01/fracking_boulder_county_moratorium_extended.php

Also wanted to make sure your and the county attorneys had access to this well written defense
of local control over drilling written by two attorneys from Los Angeles.

https://dl.dropbox.com/u/2657531/Freilich%26Popowitz_Urban%20Lawyer_vol44_3.pdf

best, Wes Wilson
BE THE CHANGE - USA

mailto:anwwilson@comcast.net
mailto:elise@ourcolorado.org
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:shanedv@yahoo.com
http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2013/01/fracking_boulder_county_moratorium_extended.php
https://dl.dropbox.com/u/2657531/Freilich%26Popowitz_Urban%20Lawyer_vol44_3.pdf


From: Rod Brueske
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fwd: Letter to Robert Freilich, Lawyer who spoke at DU last night on local control and fracking.
Date: Saturday, January 26, 2013 11:18:15 PM

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Phillip Doe <ptdoe@comcast.net>
Date: Fri, Jan 25, 2013 at 2:56 PM
Subject: Letter to Robert Freilich, Lawyer who spoke at DU last night on local control
and fracking.
To: Wes Wilson <anwwilson@comcast.net>

Several of us from Be the Change went to a lecture last night at DU on fracking and
local rights.  The subject discussion did not treat an outright ban because the ground
rules forbade it.  Still, my sense of this man and what he had to say suggest to me
that he would not be averse to defending a ban.  His recent paper in Urban Lawyer
is very readable and a wonderful history of the issue.  He deals primarily with local
planning, which in itself can be provide a real limit to the designs of the industry.  It
can be downloaded from their website: http://www.freilichpopowitz.com/.   The
lecture will be streamed.  It should be up next week at the DU, Rocky Mountain
Land Use Institute's website.  Please take the time to learn what this man has to
say.  Below is a note I sent him today.  Only a feeler, but a start.  p

Mr. Freilich, I spoke with you briefly last night, after your presentation at the
University of Denver.  I am a board member of a grassroots organization, Be the
Change, that is interested in encouraging other organizations in the state to support
the Longmont ban on fracking.  I have read through your article in Urban Lawyer,
and found it very detailed as to the issues of zoning and comprehensive planning as
they relate to the industry's invasion into the towns and cities of this state.  But we
are interesting in an outright ban, if that is what a city desires.  Your paper avoids
that subject except as to the Dryden, NY case.

You expressed a desire to write an amicus brief, but now I am unclear as to whether
it was to support a ban, or to support the city's regulations which state has sued
over, as your narrative explains.  Please let us know your interest and potential
costs.  thank you, and as I expressed last night, I was delighted you could come to
our state and do some explaining on how the cow ate the cabbage.

mailto:rkbrueske@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:ptdoe@comcast.net
mailto:anwwilson@comcast.net
http://www.freilichpopowitz.com/


From: Cyndi Nusbaum
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fracking Must Be Resisted...
Date: Sunday, January 27, 2013 9:45:27 AM

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/mobileweb/2013/01/25/california-fracking-
lawsuit_n_2554046.html

You must do more to stop the destructive and irreversible pandora of Fracking, in
our county & in the State of Colorado. Do Not forget your Oath to protect the people
& the environment. It is in the State Constitution. There is nothing green about
Nature Gas or Big Oil, except the money they are making, to create a living hell on
Earth. You can not, in good conscience, let this happen here.

Your loyalty to your party should come second, you are here to Represent The
People, The Environment, The Wildlife, The Water, The Air and most importantly...
of The Future of This Corner of the Planet, Your County as a Whole. Do Not
Disappoint us and point the finger elsewhere. We are in this together and we will
support the brave, hard, heroic thing, that may have to be done here. 'Ban' is not a
bad a word- the science is catching up. Have you seen all the contamination spills,
air pollution releases, in the data on COGCC website??? They can not do this safely
or responsibly. We can depend on new regulations, to keep us safe. They just can't
assure our safety and the water they use, will become toxic waste...forever. Even
the transportation analysis study was a clear indication... This is so ridiculous to
even consider 'Doable'.

Be more specific on How to put pressure on The State. We can write letters, send
emails- suggest how to create valid reasons to stop this madness.. & why but-
ultimately, this is your county and you have more,' Say' than you let on. Be a true
leader and end this Fracking Fear. There are much worse things than being sued
and I'd say, that is being Fracked. Do you job, represent the people & the
environment. Thank you.

Sincerely-
Cyndi Nusbaum
Very Concerned Boulder Resident

Sent from Yahoo! Mail on Android

mailto:cydnico@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Cyndi Nusbaum
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Radioactive Waste Water From Fracking
Date: Sunday, January 27, 2013 11:44:43 AM

http://m.timesonline.com/mobile/news/local_news/so-who-is-in-charge-of-fracking-
wastewater-anyway/article_35fec56b-a13d-57ea-88d1-705a2c577129.html

Another reason to Ban Fracking. You can not let this happen here. It's a matter of
common sense.

Sincerely-
Cyndi Nusbaum
Boulder Resident. 

Sent from Yahoo! Mail on Android

mailto:cydnico@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Nonya
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Please Dont Kill Us
Date: Sunday, January 27, 2013 1:50:52 PM

Hello Elise, 
Due to your close ties to the Oil & Gas Industry, as evidenced on page 28 of
“Natural Gas 360”, you are unfit to serve as a Boulder county commissioner because
you are entrusted to regulate the same industry which you have assisted throughout
your career.  Due to this obvious conflict of interest, I respectfully demand your
immediate resignation.

~Hey

mailto:dissenting4@riseup.net
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: joanne cole
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: fracking moratorium
Date: Sunday, January 27, 2013 2:01:08 PM

Hello,
I applaud your decision to continue a moratorium on "fracking" in
Boulder County. I URGE you to be thoughtful for the future. As a
"survivor" of the 4 Mile Canyon fire, I am acutely award of our present
drought and existing climate change.
Where or where, in Boulder County, would the water come from to support
fracking?
I have also contacted the Governor with my concerns. Colorado will need
every drop of water for its citizens to drink and  to grow food. The use
of precious water for fracking is unacceptable.
Thank you for your time,
Joanne Cole
Gold Hill
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From: Ginger Ikeda
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; #LandUsePlanner
Subject: Health care/fracking
Date: Monday, January 28, 2013 8:07:32 AM

Another potential situation, but planet & citizen health is of more concern.

Let us be visionaries and ban fracking. Renewables, efficiency &reduced useage
need our support.

Thank you,
Ginger ikeda

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/28/us/boom-in-north-dakota-weighs-heavily-on-
health-care.html?_r=0
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From: mikl@harlequinsgardens.com
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: 7 Perspectives, Thank you
Date: Monday, January 28, 2013 8:10:09 AM
Attachments: Commissioners Fracking Meeting.doc

Dear Commissioners,
     Thank you for patiently sitting through the many statements made at
last Thursdays Commissioners Meeting, and Thank you for actually caring.
Attached is a copy of my 7 Perspectives statement, in case it might be
useful to you in postponing fracking in Boulder County past the 6 month
extension.
Sincerely,
Mikl Brawner

mailto:mikl@harlequinsgardens.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org

Perspectives on Fracking in Boulder County



I appreciate that all three of you, our county commissioners, really care about the health of our environment and about the potential to grow food locally in Boulder County.



I would like to recommend 7 perspectives for your consideration:


1) We are in a water crisis. In Governor Hickenlooper’s State of the State address he told us that 95% of Colorado is under severe or worse drought conditions. Fracking takes 500,000 to over a million gallons of water per well. The oil companies will outbid our farmers for the water. Could 500,000 to a million gallons of water save a farm from bankruptsy? Maybe so. Water is vital to the lives of our farmers and our communities. Can’t we refuse to let the oil companies take our water?


2) The United Nations declared in 2010 that all humans have a basic right to drinking water and sanitation. It is our basic right to not allow our groundwater to be polluted.


3) We should not allow a company to pump chemicals into our land and air and water until we have seen and reviewed a complete list of ingredients. Even trade secrets need to be reviewed. The health of our community must be protected. A Stop-work order is not enough. A fracking company should put money in an escrow account to pay for pollution problems that could occur after the drilling.


4) Local organic food is becoming a bigger and bigger part of our economy and of our diet. It is helping to decrease our carbon consumption. The success of the green economy is no less important than the success of the oil industry. 


5) Cultivating plants in earth is one of the most direct ways to harvest energy from the sun and capture carbon from our atmosphere. What direction do we want to take: the road to sustainability by 2020 or to more oil.? 


6) Fracking will be a rush then a bust. But our health and the health of the land must be a long-term cultivation.


7) But if our county government cannot protect us and our land, then at least let the public know when and where a fracking operation will begin, so we can peacefully protest it.
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Subject: Oil Boom in North Dakota Stretches Hospital Services. Now Might We Consider Assessments Before It"s To
Late?

Date: Monday, January 28, 2013 1:28:56 PM
Importance: High

Concerned Citizens and Elected Officials of Colorado,

 

I’ve spoken many times about performing risk assessments specifically a Health
Impact Assessment” which is a combination of procedures, methods and tools that
systematically judge the potential and unintended effects of a policy plan, program
or project on the health of a population and the distribution of those effects within
the population are performed.

A Health Impact Assessment would: Indentify potential effects of gas and oil
development on the health of the people and describe what effects it will have on its
citizens. Minimal increases in incidences of chronic health problems could impact
thousands of people and create escalating health care costs. 

Solicit and perform independent studies from many disciplines in the evaluation of
complex hazards and exposures created by gas & oil development.

Provide emphasis on segments of the population most vulnerable. Specifically
infants, children, pregnant women and the elderly.

Consider health risks from cumulative impacts on gas and oil development including
radon exposure in homes, exposure to   carcinogenic chemicals and the exposure
from toxic contaminants from drilling, fracking, and transportation.

Examine occupational risks to workers and those living on or near drilling, fracking,
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and completed well sites.

Recommend and implement actions to minimize or eliminate health effects to protect
people that the assessment indentifies.

 

With that said, don’t you think we need to further scrutinize the industry before we
regret the impacts?

 

It is coming and we better be prepared to pay for the uninsured effected by the
industry that’s making millions.

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/28/us/boom-in-north-dakota-weighs-heavily-on-
health-care.html?_r=0  New York Times article.

 

http://www.npr.org/2013/01/27/170015508/focus-on-fracking-diverts-attention-
from-horizontal-drilling  NPR slide presentation.

 

Respectfully,

 

Robert R. Winkler, MRM, CDRP

International Institute of Risk Management

Washington University

Concerned Citizen of Colorado

 

Thanks for your support in preserving the precious clean air we breathe,

water we drink, good health we take for granted, and property values of

where we choose to live and make our homes...

 

For additional information visit our Facebook page at Frack Files which provides
intelligent information.
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This message (including any attachments) is confidential and intended only for the
person(s) to whom it is addressed, and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential, and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If you receive this
message in error, please notify me immediately by email, telephone, or fax, and
delete the original message from your records.
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Subject: Garfield County Colorado pledges to fund CSU air study
Date: Tuesday, January 29, 2013 1:28:08 AM

Concerned Citizens and Elected Officials,

 

I’m curious as to why CSU selected Garfield county which has many less wells then Weld, is
further from the university, and effects much less of the population then the front range
communities? Also why haven’t they decided to initiate as a minimum a Health Impact
Assessment concurrently to prevent further delays in meaningful information to the public related
to their health?

 

It would be encouraging if the mayors, city councils, commissioners, and public health officials in
Weld were as concerned about additional impacts from the industry instead of focusing only on
economic and job issues for out of state workers.

 

Respectfully,

 

 

Robert R. Winkler, CDRP

International Institute of Risk Management

Washington University

Concerned Citizen of Colorado

 

Thanks for your support in preserving the precious clean air we breathe,

water we drink, good health we take for granted, and property values of

where we choose to live and make our homes...
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For additional information visit our Facebook page at Frack Files
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Send us your news

Tuesday, August 21, 2012

Garfield County pledges to fund CSU air
study
Three-year effort will focus on natural gas well emissions
John Stroud
Post Independent Staff
Glenwood Springs, Colorado CO

GLENWOOD SPRINGS, Colorado — Garfield County
commissioners have agreed to provide up to $1 million in
county oil and gas mitigation funds to help pay for a first-
of-its-kind academic study of air emissions from natural
gas operations in the county.

The three-year, $1.76 million study will be spearheaded
by Colorado State University, in conjunction with the
private research firm Air Resource Specialists.

Several oil and gas companies operating in Garfield
County have pledged to provide another $800,000 to
complete the study.

http://apps.postindependent.com/utils/forms/
mailto:jstroud@postindependent.com


The study is designed to collect data and characterize
emissions in the vicinity of well sites through the various
phases of development from start to finish, including
drilling, hydraulic fracturing and flowback.

Several different chemicals can be released into the
atmosphere during the different phases of development,
including benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, xylenes and
other volatile hydrocarbons.

In order to evaluate potential impacts of air emissions
from natural gas development in the region, it is first
necessary to determine the quantity and composition of
emissions from the various phases of well development,”
CSU professor Jeffry L. Collett Jr., a noted expert in
atmospheric chemistry and air quality, said in a written
presentation to Garfield County commissioners on
Monday.

While the study will not address air quality impacts and
potential health impacts to humans living near gas wells,
it will provide the basis for those types of assessments to
follow, Collett said.

A comprehensive air quality monitoring program was one
of the recommendations of the county's earlier
Battlement Mesa Health Impact Assessment. That study,
which was being done by the Colorado School of Public
Health, was aborted by the commissioners last year
before a final report was issued.

“This is one of the items identified in the HIA that we
need to continue to study,” Commissioner Tom Jankovsky
said in support of funding the CSU study. “We felt like we
could mitigate some of the other items that came up in
the HIA, but the one area where we didn't have a lot of
data was in air quality.



“I believe it is important, with or without industry
support, that we need to move forward on this,” he said.

Commissioner John Martin said it's an appropriate use of
the county's oil and gas mitigation reserve funds.

“We're not out to manipulate the political issues [around
oil and gas development] but to get the facts out there,”
Martin said. “These are the kind of things we need to find
out and to share with the public.”

The CSU study will be in addition to the Garfield County
health department's own air quality monitoring, which is
broader in scope and not focused exclusively on well pad
emissions.

An advisory panel will weigh in on the CSU research
team's work along the way, and regular progress reports
will be given to the county commissioners, Collett said.

The university has referred to the effort as a
“nonpartisan scientific study.”

Joining Collett in heading up the study will be Jay Ham, a
professor in CSU's department of soil and crop sciences,
and Air Resource Specialists President Joe Adlhoch and
project manager Mark Tigges.

The advisory panel includes air quality experts from the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Bureau of
Land Management, the Colorado Department of Public
Health and the Environment, industry scientists and the
National Center for Atmospheric Research. 

CSU graduate students and postdoctoral researchers are
also expected to assist with the study.



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency funding is also
possible, which could bring more resources to the
project, Collett said. However, the EPA is not financially
involved at this point, he said.

The study will involve a combination of mobile and fixed
data collection stations. Canister samplers will be
positioned both upwind of well sites, to collect air
samples coming into the area, and downwind to collect
air samples leaving the area, Collett explained. 

In order to protect the integrity of the study, Collett said,
data will not be released prior to the study's completion
in 2015. However, if any dangerous levels are detected
through the process, that information would be made
public, he said.

“This is something that we have wanted, and that the
citizens want,” Garfield Commissioner Mike Samson said.
“We're making history here, by doing something that's
never been done before.”

Dorothea Farris of Carbondale, speaking on behalf of the
Thompson Divide Coalition, praised the county's support
of the air study.

“We are pleased that you are doing this, and admire what
the county is doing to move this forward,” Farris said.
“We are attempting to preserve an area that we feel to
be inappropriate for natural gas development, and one of
our concerns is air quality.”

The Thompson Divide Coalition is working to prevent or
limit natural gas development on public lands in the area
located to the west and southwest of Carbondale.

jstroud@postindependent.com 
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On Jan 26, 2013, at 5:13 PM, RobertRWinkler wrote:

That would be great if the study includes unbiased, informed, educated professionals (health care
professionals, environmental scientists, etc.) in disciplines outside industry stakeholders. Why
hasn’t the state of Colorado Public Health Department not taken on this issue? Are they not
concerned with possible escalated future health costs that could out way benefits of to the states
revenue generated by natural resource production?

 

Robert R. Winkler, CDRP

International Institute of Risk Management

Washington University

Concerned Citizen of Colorado

 

Thanks for your support in preserving the precious clean air we breathe,

water we drink, good health we take for granted, and property values of

where we choose to live and make our homes...

 

For additional information visit our Facebook page at Frack Files

 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:

This message (including any attachments) is confidential and intended only for the person(s) to
whom it is addressed, and may contain information that is privileged, confidential, and exempt
from disclosure under applicable law.  If you receive this message in error, please notify me
immediately by email, telephone, or fax, and delete the original message from your records.

 

 

Denver Post, page 2A,

 

Jan. 26, 2012

 

Use $11 million to study fracking impact

 

Colorado should use unexpected tax money to study the effects of oil and gas drilling on air

http://www.postindependent.com/article/20120821/VALLEYNEWS/120829999&parentprofile=search


quality, says a request by Gov. John Hickenlooper in a letter to lawmakers about tax collections
that

exceeded expectations last year.

 

The Democratic governor has said the drilling practice known as hydraulic fracturing, or fracking,
is safe.

But skeptics remain.  The governor told lawmakers Friday that they should spend about 11 million

for the state health dept. to study the impacts of oil and gas extraction on environmental air

quality.

 

Hickenlooper has also requested $12 million more for schools and $10 million for wildfire
prevention.

 



From: Ginger Ikeda
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; #LandUsePlanner
Subject: Renewable energy gains
Date: Tuesday, January 29, 2013 9:19:06 AM

Please, we don't need to frack Boulder Co.

http://ecowatch.org/2013/wind-solar-competitive-natural-gas/

Thanks, 
Ginger

mailto:ginger.ikeda@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:LandUsePlanner@bouldercounty.org
http://ecowatch.org/2013/wind-solar-competitive-natural-gas/


From: Ginger Ikeda
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; #LandUsePlanner
Subject: Visionary, from the UN/Davos
Date: Tuesday, January 29, 2013 11:32:27 AM

Hello,

PLEASE read this...  

http://www.rtcc.org/davos-2013-four-simple-environmental-ideas-to-consider/
Johan L. Kuylenstierna is executive director of the Stockholm Environment Institute.

Thank you,
-- 
Ginger

SHARE THE ROAD :)
Riders: Be Bright and Be Seen; Rules of the Road
Drivers: Put down the @%$ cell phone and Save a Life; 3 Feet Between; Pass <15
mph above bike's speed.  THANKS!

"Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It's
not!"
Dr. Seuss

mailto:ginger.ikeda@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:LandUsePlanner@bouldercounty.org
http://www.rtcc.org/davos-2013-four-simple-environmental-ideas-to-consider/


From: Ginger Ikeda
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; #LandUsePlanner
Subject: Spam: Class C Felony, Woodstock, NY
Date: Thursday, January 31, 2013 8:52:54 AM

http://m.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwhowhatwhy.com%2F2013%2F01%2F29%2Fcan-a-small-community-throw-a-monkey-wrench-into-the-global-
fracking-machine%2F&h=rAQEMh3Ye&enc=AZMU16LA8RrLxq9oQ-
_igqKyGksDAoS7WcJSuzDyNQMNSfFyXLAxqfHTJWbXyYdzvxR5hamH6biF2y6N3LW_oc_NQWIIBsUwadP_lLsS3FO9YOVEbWqPvlBzP3VcjhTBIXRqDyx_EnqkjC7uWZv1Oasl&s=1
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From: Ginger Ikeda
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; #LandUsePlanner
Subject: Moving forward w/ clean energy
Date: Thursday, January 31, 2013 10:53:30 AM

May I direct your attention to this bit of information?  

http://www.nationofchange.org/alec-loses-two-big-names-clean-power-over-
opposition-renewable-energy-standards-1359644890

Thank you..

-- 
Ginger

SHARE THE ROAD :)
Riders: Be Bright and Be Seen; Rules of the Road
Drivers: Put down the @%$ cell phone and Save a Life; 3 Feet Between; Pass <15
mph above bike's speed.  THANKS!

"Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It's
not!"
Dr. Seuss

mailto:ginger.ikeda@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:LandUsePlanner@bouldercounty.org
http://www.nationofchange.org/alec-loses-two-big-names-clean-power-over-opposition-renewable-energy-standards-1359644890
http://www.nationofchange.org/alec-loses-two-big-names-clean-power-over-opposition-renewable-energy-standards-1359644890


From: Rod Brueske
To: tomroan@state.co.us; megan.lowe@state.co
Cc: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: encana stettlement on ross g1 well
Date: Thursday, January 31, 2013 10:24:09 PM

Mr. Roan and Mrs.Lowe
  
   I can not believe that the CDPHE thinks it is doing a good job protecting the
people of Coloardo.After having time to read your reduced settlement with Encana
Oil and Gas [USA]. You have not taken into account that imposed fines are over 20
year old! They do not take into account inflation. This type of enforcement only
encourages operators like Encana oil and Gas to continue to break the law! Shame
on CDPHE and the State of Coloardo for NOT looking after the health and safety of
its citizens.

                   May I say job poorly done. Rod Brueske
                                                          8381 e. county line rd.
                                                        Longmont Co. 80504

               

mailto:rkbrueske@gmail.com
mailto:tomroan@state.co.us
mailto:megan.lowe@state.co
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Pops
Cc: sford@c3gov.com"; "dmoreno@c3gov.com"; "jbenson@c3gov.com"; "jcarson@c3gov.com";

"rteter@c3gov.com"; "celliott@c3gov.com"; "jmceldowney@c3gov.com"; "sdouglas@c3gov.com";
"rbullock@c3gov.com"; "jvazquez@windsorgov.com"; "mbaker@windsorgov.com";
"dthompson@windsorgov.com"; "jrose@windsorgov.com"; "bmanvel@fcgov.com"; "lpoppaw@fcgov.com";
"akottwitz@fcgov.com"; "kweitkunat@fcgov.com"; "wtroxell@fcgov.com"; "ghorak@fcgov.com";
"bmanvel@fcgov.com"; "lpoppaw@fcgov.com"; "akottwitz@fcgov.com"; "kweitkunat@fcgov.com";
"wtroxell@fcgov.com"; "ghorak@fcgov.com"; "bmanvel@fcgov.com"; "lpoppaw@fcgov.com";
"akottwitz@fcgov.com"; "kweitkunat@fcgov.com"; "wtroxell@fcgov.com"; "ghorak@fcgov.com";
"jwilson@erieco.gov"; "rgrassi@erieco.gov"; "jcarnival@erieco.gov"; "mgruber@erieco.gov";
"jhager@erieco.gov"; "jmoore@erieco.gov"; "pogg@erieco.gov"; "kohlson@fcgov.com";
"shogan@auroragov.org"; "rrpeters@auroragov.org"; "mberzins@auroragov.org"; "mmarkert@auroragov.org";
"broth@auroragov.org"; "rbroom@auroragov.org"; "bcleland@auroragov.org"; "bpierce@auroragov.org";
"dholen@auroragov.org"; "blegare@auroragov.org"; "blegare@auroragov.org";
"AppelbaumM@bouldercolorado.gov"; "morzell@bouldercolorado.gov"; "agetons@bouldercolorado.gov";
"beckerk@bouldercolorado.gov"; "cowles.bouldercouncil@gmail.com"; "oness@bouldercolorado.gov";
"KarakehianG@bouldercolorado.gov"; "plasst@bouldercolorado.gov"; "wilsonk@bouldercolorado.gov";
"kmelendez@windsorgov.com"; "iadams@windsorgov.com"; "rbishop-cotner@windsorgov.com";
"dennis.coombs@ci.longmont.co.us"; "brian.bagley@ci.longmont.co.us"; "gabe.santos@ci.longmont.co.us";
"katie.witt@ci.longmont.co.us"; "sarah.levison@ci.longmont.co.us"; "bonnie.finley@ci.longmont.co.us";
"alex.sammoury@ci.longmont.co.us"; "Mayor@cityofloveland.org"; "Daryle.Klassen@cityofloveland.org";
"Chauncey.Taylor@cityofloveland.org"; "Joan.Shaffer@cityofloveland.org"; "Phil.Farley@cityofloveland.org";
"Hugh.McKean@cityofloveland.org"; "John.Fogle@cityofloveland.org"; "Ralph.Trenary@cityofloveland.org";
Donna Sapienza; "tom.norton@greeleygov.com"; "charles.archibequesr@greeleygov.com";
"Robb.Casseday@greeleygov.com"; "Sandi.Elder@greeleygov.com"; "John.Gates@greeleygov.com";
"michael.finn@greeleygov.com"; sconway@weldgov.com; bkirkmeyer@weldgov.com;
drademacher@weldgov.com; mfreeman@weldgov.com; wgarcia@weldgov.com; gaiterl@co.larimer.co.us;
johnsosw@co.larimer.co.us; donnelt@co.larimer.co.us; bocc@co.larimer.co.us; Boulder County Board of
Commissioners; "dave.young.house@state.co.us"; "karenstockley@att.net"; "randyfisher@frii.com";
repsinger@gmail.com; john.kefalas.senate@state.co.us; "Jonathan Singer"; joannn.ginal.house@state.co.us

Subject: Hmm, do you think we can trust our state regulatory agency is operating in the best interest of the citizens who
live in the gas fields?

Date: Monday, February 04, 2013 11:27:14 AM

COGCC pushes against Fort Collins fracking ban in closed-door meeting

 

In closed-door meeting, oil and gas industry representative (COGCC)
lobbies council member to reject ballot referendum.

 

Colorado’s top regulator of the oil and gas industry lobbied Friday against a proposed
Fort Collins ballot question that could ban hydraulic fracturing during a closed-door
meeting with the city councilman whose vote could decide the referendum’s fate.

 

Matt Lepore, director of the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission, said he
orchestrated the meeting at Fort Collins City Hall to present the commission’s
perspective to city staff and an undecided member of City Council, which on Feb. 19
will decide whether to place the question on the April 2 municipal ballot.

 

“We’re certainly going to tell them about our regulatory program and why we think
it’s sufficient, and that we believe that hydraulic fracturing can be done safely,”
Lepore said on his way into the meeting.

Hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, is a technique employed to free oil and gas from
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shale formations using high-pressure, underground blasting of a solution generally
made up of water, sand and chemicals. Critics worry that fracking can negatively
impact public health, air quality, water quality and create seismic activity.

City staff that will make recommendations to council about the ballot question and
Councilman Gerry Horak, regarded as the key swing vote on the issue, met with
Lepore in the meeting that was closed to the public.

“To not be able to know what was said in that meeting on such a critical issue at
such a pivotal time, it’s unjust,” said Rico Moore of the anti-fracking organization
Frack-Free Fort Collins. “It’s undemocratic. It’s unrepresentative of the people
actually having a say in what’s going on in their lives.”

Lepore said he invited Horak, Mayor Karen Weitkunat and Councilman Ben Manvel to
attend the session, but only heard back from Horak. Manvel is reportedly out of the
country. The trio has not committed publicly to voting for or against placing the ban
on the ballot.

Lepore said he limited invitations by design. He wanted to impart the state’s position
to council members who are undecided about whether to place the fracking ban on
the ballot, and attendance by two members of the state’s COGCC or three members
of council would have triggered Colorado’s open-meetings law, requiring the meeting
to be open to the public.

“We didn’t want to have an open meeting,” Lepore said. “We wanted to reach out to
those (on council) who we understood were maybe a little bit more undecided on
their positions.”

That aptly describes Horak. During public meetings on the subject of the proposed
fracking ban, he has said authority over oil and gas development rests with the
COGCC, and not council, unless the Legislature changes the law.

However, he insists he has not decided whether to support or oppose placing the
ban on the ballot. Until he’s heard more from both sides of the issue, he said he has
an open mind. Horak said correspondence from constituents and what he has heard
from the state and oil and gas interests all will inform his ultimate decision.

“When the head of the commission that has authority to regulate gas in Colorado
below ground — and we (on council) have authority above ground — called up and
asked to meet, I found it to be a tremendous opportunity,” Horak said. “And you
have to feel the governor has a strong say in things like this. But as you would
expect, it’s just one of many pieces of information you get.”

Moore said he is disappointed in Horak and city staff for participating in the meeting
out of public view. He said he is concerned that the meeting with Lepore will color
staff’s recommendations to council regarding the ban.

The stances of the COGCC and Gov. John Hickenlooper relating to expanded local
control over oil and gas development align with the industry position that state
oversight is sufficient. The state is suing the city of Longmont for enacting stricter oil
and gas regulations than the COGCC, and the oil and gas industry is suing Longmont
over its voter-approved ban on fracking.

Longmont’s steps to regulate oil and gas activities are frequently referenced by the



parade of Fort Collins citizens that have called on city council to place a fracking ban
on the local ballot in recent weeks.

During public comment sessions, citizens have expressed overwhelming support for a
ban. They contend that Fort Collins’ current moratorium on oil and gas development,
which lasts through July, is insufficient to assure the long-term health of citizens.

Mayor Pro Tem Kelly Ohlson, the loudest voice on council in support of the
fracking ban, said he first learned about Friday’s exclusive meeting from a media
inquiry on Thursday and immediately called city officials to learn more.

“I didn’t know a thing about it,” he said. “I called around the city
organization and couldn’t find out anything. I’m not sure it’s
inappropriate, but it’s unusual. It hasn’t happened much in my many
years in city government. It appears a little secretive.”

Ohlson said he would have welcomed the opportunity to tell Lepore why he supports
expanded local regulation of oil and gas development.

“I wish I was more confident that the COGCC operates in the public interest,” he
said. “They have operated in the corporate interest for a long time. This is just one
more example. I’m sure they don’t want me in the room, because I would make a
forceful case that they’re not doing their job, so we should do it for them.”

 

 

Robert R. Winkler, CDRP

International Institute of Risk Management

Washington University

Concerned Citizen of Colorado

 

Thanks for your support in preserving the precious clean air we breathe,

water we drink, good health we take for granted, and property values of

where we choose to live and make our homes...

 

For additional information visit our Facebook page at Frack Files

 



 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:

This message (including any attachments) is confidential and intended only for the
person(s) to whom it is addressed, and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential, and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If you receive this
message in error, please notify me immediately by email, telephone, or fax, and
delete the original message from your records.

 



From: Shane Davis Fractivist
To: Shane Davis
Subject: Ask Sierra Club to Lead a Nationwide Ban on Hydraulic Fracturing & Petition
Date: Monday, February 04, 2013 1:03:56 PM

On behalf on the Poudre Canyon Group of the Sierra Club Colorado, I have attached
a link to the  letter that was recently sent to the Executive Director of the National
Sierra Club, Michael Brune, and the Club's Board of Directors. 

The letter calls for a nationwide ban on mining that uses hydraulic fracturing and for
the Club's leadership on the "rights of nature." The data contained in this letter
details the many environmental and public health impacts caused by hydraulic
fracturing. 

It is our hope that the information detailed in this letter will help guide you in your
decisions about hydraulic fracturing in assisting us in our endeavors.

http://www.fractivist.blogspot.com/2013/02/letter-and-petition-to-sierra-clubs.html

PETITION LINK

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me by email
at shane.davis@sierraclub.org or at (720) 387-8556.

-- 

jared
kefales
joan ginall
randy fisher

-- 
Thank You,

Shane Davis
Fractivist.com

mailto:fractivist@gmail.com
mailto:shane.davis@rmc.sierraclub.org
http://www.fractivist.blogspot.com/2013/02/letter-and-petition-to-sierra-clubs.html
http://www.change.org/petitions/ask-sierra-club-to-lead-a-nationwide-ban-on-hydraulic-fracturing?utm_source=guides&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=petition_lonely
mailto:shane.davis@sierraclub.org
tel:%28720%29%20387-8556
http://fractivist.com/


From: Lanning, Meredith
To: Hackett, Richard
Subject: FW: Letter from Rocky Mountain Environmental Health Association re: fracking
Date: Wednesday, February 06, 2013 4:09:48 PM
Attachments: 013013RockyMountainEnvirmentalHealth_fracking.pdf

_____________________________________________
From: Stroud, Sheree
Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2013 3:38 PM
To: Domenico, Cindy; Gardner, Deb; Jones, Elise
Cc: Haverfield, Carrie; Sanchez, Kimberly; Lanning, Meredith
Subject: Letter from Rocky Mountain Environmental Health Association re: fracking

 

mailto:/O=BOULDER COUNTY/OU=FIRST ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MLANNING
mailto:rhackett@bouldercounty.org











From: Ginger Ikeda
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; #LandUsePlanner
Subject: oil & gas resource
Date: Thursday, February 07, 2013 9:12:33 AM

Good morning,

It's likely that  you're tuned in to this publication, but just in case not... here are two
articles you might like to read:
http://oilprice.com/Energy/Natural-Gas/Why-the-World-May-Never-Experience-a-
Shale-Boom.html
http://oilprice.com/Energy/Natural-Gas/US-Breweries-go-to-War-against-Fracking-
Industry.html

Thank you for your continuing work on this, having wisely extended our moratorium
until we can find a way to ban fracking altogether in Boulder County.
-- 
Ginger

SHARE THE ROAD :)
Riders: Be Bright and Be Seen; Rules of the Road
Drivers: Put down the @%$ cell phone and Save a Life; 3 Feet Between; Pass <15
mph above bike's speed.  THANKS!

"Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It's
not!"
-Dr. Seuss

“It takes courage to grow up and become who you really are.” 
-ee cummings

mailto:ginger.ikeda@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:LandUsePlanner@bouldercounty.org
http://oilprice.com/Energy/Natural-Gas/Why-the-World-May-Never-Experience-a-Shale-Boom.html
http://oilprice.com/Energy/Natural-Gas/Why-the-World-May-Never-Experience-a-Shale-Boom.html
http://oilprice.com/Energy/Natural-Gas/US-Breweries-go-to-War-against-Fracking-Industry.html
http://oilprice.com/Energy/Natural-Gas/US-Breweries-go-to-War-against-Fracking-Industry.html


From: Ginger Ikeda
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; #LandUsePlanner
Subject: You may be interested in this town/county legal interaction in NY
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 1:01:41 PM

Thank you for reading and researching the linked references:

http://blog.shaleshockmedia.org/2013/02/11/county-rejects-frack-us-quick-language/

-- 
Ginger

SHARE THE ROAD :)
Riders: Be Bright and Be Seen; Rules of the Road
Drivers: Put down the @%$ cell phone and Save a Life; 3 Feet Between; Pass <15
mph above bike's speed.  THANKS!

"Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It's
not!"
-Dr. Seuss

“It takes courage to grow up and become who you really are.” 
-ee cummings

mailto:ginger.ikeda@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:LandUsePlanner@bouldercounty.org
http://blog.shaleshockmedia.org/2013/02/11/county-rejects-frack-us-quick-language/


From: Ollimaleya@aol.com
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fort Collins-area fracking fluid leak stopped after spewing for 30
Date: Thursday, February 14, 2013 7:14:37 PM

Click here: Fort Collins-area fracking fluid leak stopped after spewing for 30 hours | The Coloradoan |
coloradoan.com
 
The horizontal stream of fracking fluids traveled 1500'.  Boulder is currently looking for a 500' setback. 
That's not going to be enough.  And with tougher regulations, where will the manpower come from to
oversee them?  Ultimately, it's a ban we need, not tougher regulations.
 
Carolyn Usher

mailto:Ollimaleya@aol.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
http://www.coloradoan.com/article/20130212/NEWS01/302120015/Fort-Collins-area-fracking-fluid-leak-stopped-after-spewing-30-hours?nclick_check=1
http://www.coloradoan.com/article/20130212/NEWS01/302120015/Fort-Collins-area-fracking-fluid-leak-stopped-after-spewing-30-hours?nclick_check=1


From: Don Strankowski - Comcast
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Water fouled with fracking chemicals spews near Windsor
Date: Friday, February 15, 2013 7:35:56 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners:

 

Please read the Denver Post article detailing the recent fracking fluid spill in Windsor:
http://www.denverpost.com/environment/ci_22586154/water-fouled-fracking-chemicals-
spews-near-windsor

 

Highlights from the article:

 

·         State regulators say at least 84,000 gallons of water contaminated with
oil and chemicals used in hydraulic fracturing spilled from a broken well-head in a
field about 4 miles north of Windsor.

·         

They don't yet know whether the spill contaminated groundwater or streams, or
whether enforcement action will be taken, Hartman said Wednesday.

 

·         PDC has reported two other spills near Greeley in the past few weeks. Both
contaminated groundwater, according to a state database of spills.

 

·         About 17 percent of 2,078 oil and gas spills that companies reported since
January 2008 have contaminated groundwater.

 

PLEASE listen to your constituents: WE DO NOT WANT FRACKING IN BOULDER
COUNTY!

 

Sincerely,

 

Don Strankowski

4828 Baldwin Place

mailto:dstranjr@comcast.net
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
http://www.denverpost.com/environment/ci_22586154/water-fouled-fracking-chemicals-spews-near-windsor
http://www.denverpost.com/environment/ci_22586154/water-fouled-fracking-chemicals-spews-near-windsor


Boulder CO 80301

 

 

 

 

 

 



From: bmueser@comcast.net
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Denver Post: 84,000 gallons of flowback sprayed from Colo. well
Date: Friday, February 15, 2013 9:10:01 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

Today's Denver Post online article (shown below) should be carefully investigated
by you, our elected officials, so that this doesn't happen to our Boulder County
soil, air, water, aquifers, natural systems, children, families, workers, health, schools,
homes, farms, animals, and property values.   This predictable failure is completely
unacceptable and the damage done is irreparable.  This must be prevented from
ever happening to our community and our county, along with the unintended
consequences of this toxic industrial extraction process to our childrens' future.  A
permanent Ban on Fracking is the only solution to assure our health and safety in
the future.

 

84,000 gallons of flowback sprayed from Colo. well
The Associated Press The Denver Post
FORT COLLINS, Colo.—State officials say PDC Energy estimates 84,000 gallons of
fracking flowback water sprayed out from one of its oil wells after a mechanical
problem this week.

The fluid sprayed for nearly 30 hours from the well east of Fort Collins before
workers could stop it Tuesday afternoon.

Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission spokesman Todd Hartman has said
the problem started after equipment fell due to hydraulic failure. A valve broke,
leading to the discharge of flowback, which refers to hydraulic fracturing fluid that
has returned to the surface after being injected into a well.

PDC Energy says a berm contained the liquid. The well is about 1,500 feet from the
nearest home.

State records show PDC Energy has reported about a half dozen spills so far in
2013.

 

Source:

http://www.denverpost.com/businessbreakingnews/ci_22601135/84-000-gallons-
flowback-sprayed-from-colo-well.html

 

Thank you for taking time to consider our future.

Barbara Mueser

Unincorporated Boulder County

mailto:bmueser@comcast.net
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
http://www.denverpost.com/businessbreakingnews/ci_22601135/84-000-gallons-flowback-sprayed-from-colo-well.html
http://www.denverpost.com/businessbreakingnews/ci_22601135/84-000-gallons-flowback-sprayed-from-colo-well.html


 

Whatever lofty things you might accomplish today, you will do them only because
you first ate something that grew out of dirt.  -- Barbara Kingsolver



From: Don Barshay
To: Don Barshay
Cc: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Denver Post: 84,000 gallons of flowback sprayed from Colo. well
Date: Saturday, February 16, 2013 5:37:04 PM

 
Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

Today's Denver Post online article (shown below) should be carefully investigated
by you, our elected officials, so that this doesn't happen to our Boulder County
soil, air, water, aquifers, natural systems, children, families, workers, health, schools,
homes, farms, animals, and property values.   This predictable failure is completely
unacceptable and the damage done is irreparable.  This must be prevented from
ever happening to our community and our county, along with the unintended
consequences of this toxic industrial extraction process to our childrens' future.  A
permanent Ban on Fracking is the only solution to assure our health and safety in
the future. 
 
84,000 gallons of flowback sprayed from Colo. well

The Associated Press The Denver Post
FORT COLLINS, Colo.—State officials say PDC Energy estimates 84,000 gallons of
fracking flowback water sprayed out from one of its oil wells after a mechanical
problem this week.

The fluid sprayed for nearly 30 hours from the well east of Fort Collins before
workers could stop it Tuesday afternoon. 

Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission spokesman Todd Hartman has said
the problem started after equipment fell due to hydraulic failure. A valve broke,
leading to the discharge of flowback, which refers to hydraulic fracturing fluid that
has returned to the surface after being injected into a well. 
PDC Energy says a berm contained the liquid. The well is about 1,500 feet from the
nearest home. 
State records show PDC Energy has reported about a half dozen spills so far in
2013.
 
Source:

http://www.denverpost.com/businessbreakingnews/ci_22601135/84-000-gallons-
flowback-sprayed-from-colo-well.html
 
Thank you for taking time to consider our future.
Barbara Mueser
Unincorporated Boulder County

mailto:donbarshay@hotmail.com
mailto:donbarshay@hotmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
http://www.denverpost.com/businessbreakingnews/ci_22601135/84-000-gallons-flowback-sprayed-from-colo-well.html
http://www.denverpost.com/businessbreakingnews/ci_22601135/84-000-gallons-flowback-sprayed-from-colo-well.html


 
Whatever lofty things you might accomplish today, you will do them only because
you first ate something that grew out of dirt.  -- Barbara Kingsolver



From: Paul Riederer
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Hey Commissioners - listen up! Denver Post: 84,000 gallons of flowback sprayed from Colo. well
Date: Saturday, February 16, 2013 7:17:45 PM

Dear Commissioners,
 
Did you see the latest? Another Fracking Spill! Just the latest of a half
dozen by this one company in the first two months of 2013! This time
84,000 gallons, so they say, in their own self-report.
 
It's clear. A permanent Ban on Fracking is the only solution to assure
our health and safety now and in the future. Citizens are watching you
closely, and we realize now is the time to reverse past policies.
 
Ban the Fracking!
 
Paul Riederer
Deputy Assistant Regional Administrator, US EPA, Denver Office
(retired)
-------------------
 

84,000 gallons of flowback sprayed from Colo. well

The Associated Press The Denver Post
FORT COLLINS, Colo.—State officials say PDC Energy estimates 84,000 gallons of
fracking flowback water sprayed out from one of its oil wells after a mechanical
problem this week.

The fluid sprayed for nearly 30 hours from the well east of Fort Collins before
workers could stop it Tuesday afternoon.

Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission spokesman Todd Hartman has said
the problem started after equipment fell due to hydraulic failure. A valve broke,
leading to the discharge of flowback, which refers to hydraulic fracturing fluid that
has returned to the surface after being injected into a well.

PDC Energy says a berm contained the liquid. The well is about 1,500 feet from the
nearest home.

State records show PDC Energy has reported about a half dozen spills so far in
2013.

 

Source:

http://www.denverpost.com/businessbreakingnews/ci_22601135/84-000-gallons-

mailto:pqriederer@comcast.net
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
http://www.denverpost.com/businessbreakingnews/ci_22601135/84-000-gallons-flowback-sprayed-from-colo-well.html


flowback-sprayed-from-colo-well.html

 

http://www.denverpost.com/businessbreakingnews/ci_22601135/84-000-gallons-flowback-sprayed-from-colo-well.html


From: Kieuly Dang
To: BoCoCCR; Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Political History: Oil and Gas Industry
Date: Saturday, February 16, 2013 8:27:45 PM
Attachments: Gusher Article.docx

Hello,

The article I've attached is called "Gusher" and it's the history of how ExxonMobil has
become so powerful in this country. It's lengthy but an eye opener. Please read it when you
get a chance.

:> Kieuly
Thank you for letting me share.

mailto:fanta_kane@hotmail.com
mailto:info@bococcr.org
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
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		Title: Gusher

Author(s): Steve Coll

Source: The New Yorker. 88.8 (Apr. 9, 2012): p28. From General OneFile.

Full Text: All rights reserved. Reproduced by permission of The Conde Nast Publications Inc.



Full Text: 

In late February, President Obama proposed, not for the first time, that Congress end four billion dollars' worth of subsidies for oil and gas companies. "They can either stand up for the oil companies, or they can stand up for the American people," the President declared during one of his weekly radio addresses not long afterward. He seemed to be signalling that he will be running for President this year, as he did four years ago, in open opposition to the American oil industry: "These are the same oil companies that have been making record profits off the money you spend at the pump. . . . It's outrageous. It's inexcusable."

The President's policies toward the oil industry are not easy to categorize. He has backed oil and natural-gas alternatives such as solar power and wind power, and also the development of electric cars. Yet he has encouraged new domestic oil production as well. "We are drilling more," he declared in Oklahoma last month, standing before a huge stack of copper pipeline segments. "Anyone who says that we're somehow suppressing domestic oil production isn't paying attention."

The President's actions--attacking oil-company profits while proposing more oil drilling--can be best understood as political responses to rising gasoline prices. The average price of a gallon has risen by more than fifteen per cent since January, and congressional Republicans have repeatedly attacked the President for not doing enough to keep prices down. Between 2010 and 2011, over-all spending on gasoline in the United States rose by twenty-five per cent; the percentage of household income that Americans spend on gas has tripled since the late nineteen-nineties. The President has acknowledged that there is no way that the expansion of drilling can affect gasoline prices anytime soon--it takes a long time to add to the supply, and, in any event, gas prices are tied to the global oil price, which is determined by factors such as turmoil in the Middle East and Chinese consumption rates. But, by calling for more drilling, Obama can say that he is taking action. By lambasting the oil companies, he can suggest that he is not at fault.

The contest between the Democrats and Big Oil this year will be reciprocal, and Big Oil will be led by ExxonMobil, by far the largest and most profitable oil corporation headquartered in the United States. In recent election cycles, the corporation has directed more of its political-action-committee spending to Republicans than any other of the largest American public corporations. About ninety per cent of ExxonMobil's PAC giving during the 2010 election cycle went to Republicans. An even higher percentage has gone to them this year, according to databases maintained by the Center for Responsive Politics. Among the other large shareholder-owned corporations that maintain active PACs, Walmart, General Electric, Bank of America, and Ford gave about half or more of their contributions to Democrats during the 2010 cycle. Even Dow Chemical, historically wary of Democratic politicians, because of environmental and regulatory issues, directed about half of its PAC contributions to Democrats in the last cycle. Chevron and ConocoPhillips, the second- and third-largest American oil companies, gave to Democrats at twice the rate of ExxonMobil.

The evolution of the country's biggest and most powerful oil company into a finance arm of the Republican Party is a story of both energy economics and style. ExxonMobil describes itself as a non-ideological corporation, yet it has developed an algorithmic formula for political spending and lobbying that has reinforced its alignment with Republican candidates in ways that Democrats could hardly see as anything but antagonistic. Over the past six years, the company has tried to adapt to the revival of the Democratic Party, but it has struggled to do so, in large part because of its own rigid internal culture.

ExxonMobil was created by a hostile act of the United States government. In 1911, the Supreme Court ordered the dismemberment of the Standard Oil monopoly, founded by John D. Rockefeller. Some of its executives, judging by the skepticism they express toward Washington, seem not to have got over the initial breakup. ExxonMobil's chairman and chief executive, Rex Tillerson, who is active in the Boy Scouts of America, told the magazine Scouting recently that his favorite book is "Atlas Shrugged," Ayn Rand's dystopian 1957 novel, a touchstone for libertarians. The company has a culture of secrecy--with nondisclosure agreements and internal security that can make it seem like an intelligence agency. Company executives deflect press coverage; they sometimes withhold cooperation from congressional investigators, if the letter of the law allows; and when they speak in public, they typically read out sanitized, carefully edited speeches, or PowerPoint slides.

On March 23, 1989, the Exxon Valdez, an oil tanker, ran aground on a reef in Alaska's Prince William Sound. The captain had been drinking, and he left the bridge shortly before midnight, in violation of company policies. His crew members became confused, attempted to turn the ship, and lost track of their position altogether. At a few minutes past twelve, there was a terrible sound. "Vessel aground. We're fucked," the chief mate called out.

The Valdez dumped more than two hundred thousand barrels of oil into the water. Soon, the pleading black eyes of oil-soaked sea otters became the symbols of a broad wildlife massacre. The Valdez disaster became a catalyst for reforms at ExxonMobil that still influence every aspect of its operations, including its approach to politics and lobbying. Almost since its founding, the company has emphasized procedure and orthodoxy. But after the wreck Exxon's executives placed extraordinary emphasis on uniform, scientific, idiot-proof, automated systems of safety, management, finance, and business analysis.

Some of the reforms made the company resemble a cult. ExxonMobil departments worldwide organized regular safety meetings and competitions. Workers were awarded prizes for insuring that office clerks did not leave file drawers open, lest someone bump into them. Failing to turn off a coffee pot might draw a written reprimand. Cars had to be backed into parking spaces, so that in case of an emergency the driver could see clearly while speeding away. Group safety confessionals covered conduct beyond the workplace and included discussions of the correct use of a ladder while cleaning gutters at home and the danger of getting too much sun on a beach vacation. Employees stood up and shared stories of "near-misses" with personal accidents, as in a twelve-step recovery program. One manager who had been at the company for twenty-eight years recalled listening to a colleague confess that while cutting the grass in his yard he had mishandled his lawnmower, causing an object to fly out of it and strike his leg.

The atmosphere within ExxonMobil's offices is one of studied formality; the corporate aesthetic suggests a Four Seasons hotel without many guests. At industry meetings, the ExxonMobil participants can usually be identified easily: the women in charcoal pants suits and the men in dark suits and white shirts, with short and proper haircuts. "They encouraged you to get married," a former employee recalled. Such values were "not just a lot of lip service," another longtime executive said. "J. D. Rockefeller went to church every Sunday and his employees better by God go to church on Sunday or they were not good employees."

According to interviews with current and former ExxonMobil managers and lobbyists, the corporation's political spending largely reflects the free-market outlook of its senior executives; virtually all of them joined the company out of college or graduate school and stayed on for life. ExxonMobil has engineered its free-market creed into a ranking and evaluation process, the "key vote system," for directing political-action-committee contributions. The corporation's public-affairs analysts identify important votes in Congress that affect ExxonMobil's business interests; politicians are then rated on the basis of these votes. The corporation's heavy spending on Republicans is the outcome of objective analysis, an executive involved in political strategy said. "We are a business-oriented PAC," he told me. "Now, when you apply that litmus, our PAC is rightly criticized--that we tend to give more money to Republicans than to Democrats--but it is a result of the approach we take, and not a desired result."

Exxon's annual revenues, of more than four hundred billion dollars, are about the same as the gross domestic product of Norway. Since the nineteen-fifties, Exxon has always been in the top five on the annual Fortune 500 list. (In 1999, Exxon merged with Mobil, reuniting two Standard Oil descendants and forming the largest non-state-owned oil corporation in the world.) During the past decade, as global oil prices have risen, ExxonMobil's profits have smashed records. It functions as a corporate state within the American state--constructing its own foreign, economic, and human-rights policies--and its executives are self-conscious about their sovereignty. Its business model--drilling holes in the ground all over the world and maintaining oil and gas wells profitably for up to forty years at a stretch--means that the political and economic time horizons for its corporate strategies extend much farther than those of almost any government. Lee Raymond, Tillerson's predecessor, once remarked, "We see governments come and go."

ExxonMobil's headquarters are in Irving, Texas, on a placid campus near the Dallas-Fort Worth airport. Its Washington office is in a pink granite-and-concrete office building on K Street. A turret, topped by an American flag, distinguishes the building from the bland, conforming architecture of the capital's lobbying corridor. Inside ExxonMobil's suite, the furniture is dark cherry. Oil paintings of American landscapes line the walls; antique Mobil oilcans and signs for Esso decorate the shelves of conference rooms.

In 2005, Dan Nelson, a six-foot-eight former Marine officer who served in Vietnam, took charge of the Washington office. ExxonMobil has long relied mainly on career employees, not outside lobbyists. Last year, of the thirteen million dollars it disclosed that it spent on lobbying in Washington, only about twenty per cent went to outside consultants or influence-peddling firms. "I think we did it in-house so we could get it done right," Joseph A. Gillan, who worked on environmental issues in the ExxonMobil office early in the Bush Administration, said.

During the Bush years, the corporation's Washington strategists informally divided the capital's officeholders into four tiers, in descending order of sympathy for ExxonMobil's agenda. There were those who represented the oil patch--senators and congressmen from Texas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, New Mexico, and Wyoming. This group included, after 2000, President George W. Bush and Vice-President Dick Cheney. The second tier consisted of free-market Republicans who didn't particularly understand the oil-and-gas industry but who generally supported ExxonMobil's positions. The third tier consisted of Democrats or liberal Republicans who regularly voted against ExxonMobil's interests but who were open to discussion and might be persuaded to vote the industry's way. From 2001 to 2009, when Hillary Clinton served in the Senate, she fell into this category. Tier four was "the enemy," as some of the military veterans in the K Street office occasionally put it. These were Democrats and environmental activists who, ExxonMobil's executives believed, wanted to disenfranchise the corporation and use its unpopularity to galvanize liberal constituents and funders--senators such as Charles Schumer, of New York, and Dick Durbin, of Illinois.

Kenneth P. Cohen, ExxonMobil's vice-president for public and government affairs, has overseen the corporation's political-action committee for more than a decade. Cohen, who has worked at ExxonMobil since 1977, is a mild-looking man of modest height with a thick head of graying hair. His operating manual for political strategy is a dark binder that is kept on a shelf in his second-floor office at the Irving headquarters. The first page carries the title "Public Policy Issues." A list of about two dozen subjects follows, from climate change to government subsidies for gasoline alternatives such as ethanol. For each policy area, the notebook contains a summary of ExxonMobil's lobbying position, which the corporation's public-affairs teams support worldwide, often using common language and PowerPoint slides. The notebook also provides a guide for judging American politicians.

During both the Bush and the Obama Administrations, ExxonMobil has concentrated its efforts in Washington on preventing certain tax and regulatory bills from being enacted, such as Obama's proposal, this winter, to strip away industry tax advantages. The corporation has invested mainly in a blocking strategy, focussing its PAC donations on Republicans who can try to assure that no damaging laws go through. "Whoever's in power in the House has almost dictatorial power," a Washington consultant who has worked on oil-industry issues says. "If you control what's going on in the House, you have huge influence over the final" legislation, as well as over the budgets and spending mandates that shape regulation.

In the past decade, the leading recipient of ExxonMobil PAC contributions has been Representative Joe Barton, a Republican from Texas, who has held senior positions on the House Energy and Commerce Committee, where most legislation affecting the oil industry originates. Anne Northup, a former Republican congresswoman from Kentucky, who now serves on the Consumer Product Safety Commission, received the second-largest amount of campaign money. ExxonMobil's ten leading campaign-contribution recipients in that decade were all House Republicans, according to research done by the journalist Ann O'Hanlon.

ExxonMobil's political-action committee has not made contributions to recent Presidential campaigns, but its top executives have made it abundantly clear that they prefer Republicans in the White House. After President Bush won reelection, the company donated a quarter of a million dollars to help fund the celebrations for his second inaugural.

"We need a conversation with Democrats," Dan Nelson told his colleagues in the ExxonMobil office on K Street as the 2006 election neared. The company's Washington analysts could see that the Democrats were gaining momentum, and the corporation's unpopularity created a risk that Congress might enact a windfall tax or costly climate regulation. Leading Democratic election strategists were well aware of ExxonMobil's investments in the Republican Party, and they openly criticized the corporation. "There is no question there is a new phase of scrutiny for Exxon," Schumer, who was then chairing the Democratic Party's Senate Campaign Committee, said.

Normally, one of the easiest ways to open a conversation with a member of Congress is to donate to his or her reelection committee. The problem was that ExxonMobil made almost all of its contribution decisions on the mathematical analysis of the key vote system. Neither Obama (when he was in the Senate, after 2004) nor other leading Democrats heading for leadership positions in Congress or considering a Presidential run in 2008 scored very well. During the Bush Administration's second term, not a single Democrat in Congress scored above fifty per cent. In the view of the system's internal critics, it failed to distinguish adequately between truly key votes and routine party-line votes, and this skewed the numbers against Democrats. ExxonMobil lobbyists maintained strong ties with some Democrats from industrial states, like the Michigan congressman John Dingell, and with other Party members from Southern or conservative Western states who voted like Republicans on energy and tax issues. But the corporation's Washington office was not well prepared for a House of Representatives ruled by Nancy Pelosi or influenced by the environmentalist Henry Waxman, both from California.

ExxonMobil's most influential Democrat was Theresa Fariello, who had joined the corporation from the Clinton Administration's Department of Energy, in 2001. According to Alan Jeffers, an ExxonMobil spokesman, she was valuable because of "her skills and experience gained from leading ExxonMobil's global issues management process." A committed supporter of Hillary Clinton, she helped arrange a few consultancies and retainer contracts with lobbyists in Washington who were closely connected to Democrats. One such lobbyist was David Leiter, who had worked as the chief of staff for Senator John Kerry during the nineties. (Starting in 2006, Leiter's lobbying firm, ML Strategies, has received about twenty-five thousand dollars a month from ExxonMobil.) Dan Nelson also brought on Louis Finkel, who had worked for years for a Democratic congressman from Tennessee, Bart Gordon. Still, in the K Street office, Democrats were seen at times as a mysterious species requiring specialized anthropological insights.

On November 7, 2006, the Democratic Party took control of the House. A few weeks later, Ken Cohen flew to Washington. On a chilly afternoon in early December, he travelled west on Interstate 66 to Warrenton, Virginia, in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains. He turned in to the secluded grounds of the Airlie Center, a retreat facility for government and business leaders. Cohen had scheduled a private, three-day Opinion Leader Dialogue between ExxonMobil executives and environmental and corporate-responsibility activists, with whom he planned to test out some of ExxonMobil's strategies for dealing with an ascendant Democratic majority.

The ExxonMobil executives had invited fourteen guests, including two senior energy-policy analysts from the Brookings Institution, a human-rights activist at Freedom House, climate-policy specialists, a business-ethics professor, and a specialist in socially responsible investing. During the cocktail hour, one of the guests, who worked for an environmental nonprofit, mentioned to Cohen the brutal hours she spent at her job. "He was shocked," she recalled. He seemed to think that "people who worked in environmental groups in Washington had cushy lives."

Another participant recalled thinking of her hosts, "These were clearly thoughtful, smart, articulate people--they just lived in a totally different world than we live in." ExxonMobil had recently awarded its retiring chief executive, Lee Raymond, a compensation package worth four hundred million dollars. At the retreat, in an effort to suggest that the package was not as rich as that number might suggest, some of the ExxonMobil executives tried to explain the differences between pension benefits, stock options, and restricted stock. "You know you can't win on that message, right?" the participant says she remembers thinking as she listened. "You're talking to people who can't even take the Acela train to New York."

The next morning, the group assembled in a conference room around tables arranged in a hollow square. The agenda included two "dialogue sessions" on climate change and a third on corporate transparency and human rights. Cohen shared some of his internal surveys about ExxonMobil's reputation. In one, forty-seven per cent approved of its over-all corporate citizenship, but only twenty-four per cent approved of its environmental stewardship.

The corporation's notoriously bad reputation on climate issues was almost certainly a factor in its lagging environmental marks. In the nineteen-nineties and through the first Bush term, ExxonMobil funded free-market research and communications groups that attacked the emerging science documenting global warming. The Union of Concerned Scientists, Greenpeace, and other environmental and public advocacy groups exposed the corporation's investments in climate-change skeptics and accused executives of adapting science-smearing strategies similar to those employed by the tobacco industry, which long tried to downplay the dangers of smoking. Cohen had been involved in some of the controversial funding decisions, but after Tillerson became chairman, early in 2006, ExxonMobil reviewed and eventually halted its support for the more polarizing groups. It also experimented with new language and lobbying positions about the causes of, and risks posed by, global warming.

During the dialogue, according to Leslie H. Lowe, one of the participants, who was at that time the director of the energy-and-environment program at the Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility, "They were really dancing around the question of certainty" about the risks of global warming and the evidence that man-made activity such as oil and gas use contributed. The group talked about setting a new tax on gasoline as a way to contain greenhouse-gas emissions.

"If you tax gasoline, people will be hurt," Cohen said. He argued that, even if the tax's proceeds were rebated to needy drivers, they would be forced to take the rebates and go out and buy gas with them.

The participants on both sides were trying "to be ever so polite," Lowe recalled. That night at dinner, she found herself sitting with an ExxonMobil executive. In what she hoped was an unthreatening tone, she asked, referring to climate policy, "Look, you're a science-based organization. How can you not accept the science that is basically confirmed by most mainstream thinkers?"

In response, the executive talked about the inherent uncertainties in weather modelling and forecasting.

Lowe listened, and then asked, "What are you going to say to your grandkids when they say, 'Grandpa, why did you fuck up the planet?'?"

The executive, Lowe recalls, just chuckled good-naturedly.

Of all the candidates who started running for President in 2007, none spoke more often or more pointedly about ExxonMobil than Barack Obama. He criticized the corporation's profits and contrasted its wealth with the struggles of middle-class families. His campaign sought to link Senator John McCain to the pro-oil policies of Vice-President Cheney, a former chief executive of the oil-services corporation Halliburton. By the summer of 2008, sixty-two per cent of Americans surveyed had an unfavorable view of Cheney. "President Bush, he had an energy policy," Obama declared. "He turned to Dick Cheney and he said, 'Cheney, go take care of this.'. . . McCain has taken a page out of the Cheney playbook."

Off the campaign trail, Obama's views about energy and climate policy were subtle. He studied the issues and learned the nuances of automobile mileage standards, international oil markets, and clean-coal technologies, and how different forms of energy production contribute to global warming. But his strategists knew that to many independent voters and disillusioned Republicans the idea of an ExxonMobil-Cheney complex represented all that had gone wrong in the Bush years: the Iraq war and the rise in American economic insecurity. And so Obama salted his campaign speeches with ExxonMobil references even when they were gratuitous. "It's not going to be easy to have a sensible energy policy in this country," he said at one primary debate. "ExxonMobil made eleven billion dollars last quarter. They're not going to give up those profits easily."

The highest average retail price for a gallon of gasoline in American history--just over four dollars--was recorded in July, 2008. Obama seized upon ExxonMobil's unprecedented profits at the time, about ten billion dollars per quarter. When McCain announced a plan to reform corporate taxes, Obama's researchers figured out how much of the benefits would go to ExxonMobil. "At a time when we're fighting two wars, when millions of Americans can't afford their medical bills or their tuition bills, when we're paying more than four dollars a gallon for gas, the man who rails against government spending wants to spend $1.2 billion on a tax break for ExxonMobil," Obama declared. "That isn't just irresponsible. It's outrageous!"

That summer, the Bush Administration and the McCain campaign studied polls showing that many Americans favored new offshore oil drilling as a strategy to reduce high gasoline prices. The White House and McCain's strategists coordinated announcements to promote more domestic exploration in ocean waters; this inspired chants of "Drill, baby, drill!" at Republican campaign rallies. Obama promptly linked McCain's offshore-drilling plan to ExxonMobil's profits and denounced it as merely an "oil-company wish list."

More than his profit-bashing, however, Obama's climate and alternative-energy policies on the campaign trail got the attention of ExxonMobil's public-affairs executives and the K Street lobbyists. Obama pledged to impose a price on carbon-based fuels such as gasoline, and to make large new investments in wind power and solar power. "We must end the age of oil," Obama declared. By the fall, the ExxonMobil executive involved in political strategy recalled, the corporation had been scolded by name so many times that "we felt like a candidate." He added, "We clearly knew that we were not electable."

ExxonMobil's initial response to Obama's ascendancy was to engage with Democrats and search for common ground on climate policy. Shortly before Election Day, Ken Cohen organized a meeting in Connecticut with about a hundred of ExxonMobil's public-affairs and media-relations specialists. He invited Bennett Freeman, a former Clinton Administration official who had worked as a consultant on corporate-responsibility issues. Freeman had periodically addressed ExxonMobil's political team over the years, offering the perspective of a respectful Democratic critic.

Freeman praised the ExxonMobil managers for progress that he felt they had made in protecting human rights in violence-prone areas overseas where the company drilled for oil, such as Nigeria, and also for working to combat corruption in oil-producing countries. Then he turned to climate change.

"Look," he said. "You were in the late nineteenth century. With Tillerson, you've come a long way, but you're still in the late twentieth century. This is the twenty-first century, and on climate change you need to change your tone and change your substance."

He urged ExxonMobil to support legislation designed to control greenhouse-gas emissions, which would be introduced in Congress in 2009, no matter who was elected. "You need to get behind" some legislative approach aimed at "meeting carbon-reduction goals," he said. "On alternative energy--whatever technological capability you have, whatever is most viable, you have to get on it and do it. This is a carbon-constrained future you're looking at." Cohen and other executives took notes.

Around the time of Obama's Inauguration, Tillerson replaced Dan Nelson, the retired marine, with Theresa Fariello, the former Clinton Administration official, as head of the Washington office. ExxonMobil bought billboard space in the Washington Nationals' new baseball stadium, on the Anacostia River, and in the nearby metro, and put up ads depicting ethnically diverse ExxonMobil scientists and engineers surrounded by photographs of molecules and other visual images associated with scientific research. As the deep recession of 2009 descended, ExxonMobil also began to emphasize publicly the oil industry's role in job creation.

Ken Cohen told ExxonMobil's Management Committee that the strategy was working. In ExxonMobil's own public-opinion polling, its approval ratings soared during 2009, from about thirty per cent the year before to about fifty per cent. The polls showed that the reputations of all the big oil companies--ExxonMobil, BP, Chevron, and Shell--were starting to recover. Some of the improved ratings surely derived from retail gasoline prices, which plunged during 2009, because of the shrinking economy, but the advertising also seemed to be having an impact.

ExxonMobil's executives concluded that Democrats in Obama's Washington "don't want B.S. They don't want greenwashing. . . . We are prepared to disagree and hopefully we can think about it in a way that's mutually respectful." But ExxonMobil was constrained by the fact that most of its Democratic Party connections were tied to the failed Presidential campaign of Hillary Clinton. Its principal Democratic lobbyist, David Leiter, was married to Tamera Luzzatto, who had been Hillary Clinton's Senate chief of staff during the campaign. The Clinton universe was in general more corporate-friendly and closer to Fortune 500 executive suites than the Obama campaign. ExxonMobil's executives said that they had felt as welcome in the Clinton White House as they did later in the Bush White House. Obama's campaign had received support from Hollywood and Wall Street, and he attracted allies at large technology companies such as Google, but he did not have broad connections to the largest industrial corporations.

After Obama named Clinton his Secretary of State, ExxonMobil decided to invest in the Clinton Global Initiative, an enterprise conceived by Bill Clinton that channels corporate donations to humanitarian causes in the world's poorest countries. ExxonMobil owns oil fields and produces oil in a number of countries in Africa, and it has been involved in charitable and development work there. Yet even the relationship with the Clinton organization proved awkward at times.

On the morning of September 23, 2009, Rex Tillerson arrived at the Sheraton on Seventh Avenue in New York, to participate in a plenary session at the Global Initiative's annual conference. The session was entitled "Investing in Girls and Women." It took place in a ballroom decorated in purple and red, with large television screens to help the audience see celebrities like Matt Damon and Bono; delegates sat with name tags dangling around their necks. Diane Sawyer came onstage to moderate. Next to her were Edna Adan, the founder of a maternity hospital in Somaliland; Melanne Verveer, the U.S. Ambassador-at-Large for Global Women's Issues (and a neighbor of Dan Nelson's); and Zainab Salbi, an Iraqi-born activist who had started a network called Women for Women International. Also on the panel were Tillerson and Lloyd Blankfein, the C.E.O. of Goldman Sachs. The atmosphere suggested the laying on of liberal hands to cleanse two sinful multinational corporations.

Tillerson, who has a rich Texas accent, talked about initiatives to support girls and women in some of the poor countries where the corporation extracted oil. ExxonMobil, he said, was interested in exploring, on behalf of impoverished women: "What are the technologies . . . that will provide them capabilities to undertake their activities in a more effective and efficient way?"

Sawyer, Adan, Verveer, and Salbi fell into an intense discussion of female genital cutting. Adan said it was essential to "educate the men and the fathers to take a decision and stand and not just pass it off, and say 'This is a woman's problem.' " Salbi leaned across Tillerson to make another point; he shifted uncomfortably. He was not asked to offer an opinion.

Sawyer then asked him, "What is the responsibility of a multinational corporation to make the world better through charitable activity? Is it a tithe of ten per cent? How much?"

"Ultimately, this is our shareholders' money we're spending," Tillerson said. "So it's not my money to tithe. It's not the corporation's. It's our shareholders'."

ExxonMobil's initial efforts to reach out to the Obama Administration gave way, during 2009 and 2010, to a succession of legislative and policy battles in which the corporation and the new President found themselves on opposite sides. Tillerson sought meetings with Treasury and White House officials, to explain ExxonMobil's views on energy markets, domestic drilling, climate legislation, and the recession. On one occasion, Tillerson joined a group of chief executives at dinner with Obama. In general, however, wary Administration officials saw no reason to favor ExxonMobil with access. There was little basis for trust on either side. ExxonMobil lobbying sessions with Obama's team at the Treasury Department or the Department of Energy could be stiff, with Fariello and other lobbyists enunciating ExxonMobil's advocacy positions, sometimes just by reading from notes and prepared materials. During the first three years of Obama's Presidency, the corporation spent more than fifty-two million dollars on lobbying in Washington, about fifty per cent more per year than during the Bush Presidency.

The most important challenge that ExxonMobil faced was the climate bill, known as "cap-and-trade," which Obama and congressional Democrats introduced early in 2009. The House of Representatives passed a version of the law in June and moved it to the Senate, where the most difficult negotiations were expected. The proposed law would have established a new regulatory system under which polluting corporations could buy and sell permits to emit greenhouse gases, under an over-all "cap" that would seek to reduce the rate of global warming.

ExxonMobil denounced the cap-and-trade system as unwieldy and bureaucratic. It did, however, announce that it would support a straight "carbon tax," which would create incentives for reductions in coal and oil use.

The proposal was a major policy shift for the corporation, which had come to it after years of isolated, deliberative policy analysis. But there was little support for the idea among Democrats. They knew that Republicans--many of whom had signed pledges never to raise taxes--wouldn't go for it. And they had determined that cap-and-trade was the climate-change policy they would try to pass. Exxon's support for a carbon tax would have been welcome in, say, the early nineties, when Al Gore was pushing the idea. But the debate had moved on.

Tillerson's support for a carbon tax marked the first time that any ExxonMobil chief executive had advocated responding to the threat of global warming by raising the cost of oil and gas production. But, because ExxonMobil ardently opposed Obama's cap-and-trade bill from the start, it managed to leave the impression, as a senior Obama adviser put it, that it sought to "follow a track that was quite different from the other majors--being firmly fixed in the 'Fuck you, no apologies, oil-is-here-to-stay' mode."

The story of how Obama's climate bill died in the Senate, during 2010, involves many politicians, industry interest groups, and corporations. Ultimately, it was probably hurt most by the high unemployment rate, which made moderate Democrats and Republicans fret more about imposing new costs on the economy.

Throughout the lobbying scrum, ExxonMobil persisted with its lonely argument for a carbon tax. Its lobbyists left behind in congressional offices PowerPoint presentations documenting a private Hart Research Associates poll, "Energy and Climate Change Policy," showing that Americans preferred Tillerson's straight carbon-tax idea to cap-and-trade, especially when the differences between the two approaches were explained. But Tillerson had tied the corporation's lobbyists to a proposal that was irrelevant to the practical discussions then taking place on climate policy.

ExxonMobil's strategy in Washington was vindicated during Obama's first term: not only did cap-and-trade die but the windfall taxes on oil companies proposed by Obama during the campaign failed, too. When Republicans took back the House in the 2010 midterm elections, ExxonMobil's lobbyists no longer had reason to fear that Obama or congressional Democrats could upend their industry with climate or tax laws.

All of ExxonMobil's business strategies remain oriented toward the very long run. With little sign that climate legislation can be revived successfully, the most important issue during the next Presidential term likely will be the regulation of hydraulic fracturing, or "fracking," drilling for unconventional gas trapped in shale rocks and other formations, an issue that will shape the corporation's business prospects in the United States for a generation or more. Obama and Mitt Romney, the most likely Republican nominee, disagree over oil-and-gas regulations, and this has reinforced ExxonMobil's alignment with the Republican Party. Exxon's interest in the matter increased substantially in 2010, when it bought America's leading unconventional-gas producer, XTO Energy.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Obama and his advisers have announced support for expanded domestic production of natural gas, including from unconventional gas beds, but environmentalists have raised concerns that fracking techniques might damage water supplies or cause other environmental problems, such as inducing earthquakes, particularly if regulation is left to the states, which often don't have sufficient expertise. The E.P.A. has been investigating the practice. ExxonMobil strongly argues that regulation is better left to states and local communities. Mitt Romney, meanwhile, has pledged to deregulate the oil-and-gas industry--and to get the E.P.A. out of the industry's way. He has complained that Obama's approach has unnecessarily limited domestic oil and gas production. "I want regulators to see businesses and enterprises of all kinds as their friends, and to encourage them, and move them along," Romney said while campaigning in Mississippi.

In recent weeks, Tillerson has been speaking out, too, against greater regulation. "You can be afraid of a lot of things that you don't understand," Tillerson told an industry conference in Houston in March. He pledged to bring forward "facts" and to encourage a "science-based discussion." In an interview with the Wall Street Journal, he expressed his impatience with the layers of regulation his company faces. "There are a thousand ways you can be told 'no' in this country." In January, Tillerson and Ken Cohen gave twenty-five hundred dollars each, the maximum for individual contributions, to Romney's Presidential campaign.

Tillerson and Obama appear to share at least one understanding about energy policy and the 2012 campaign: they are both aware that the partisan and media-amplified war over where to place the blame for rising gasoline prices is largely a phony one.

Global oil prices, and therefore gasoline prices, have been increasing this year for geopolitical reasons: for example, the economic sanctions imposed on Iran, accompanied by threats of war, which have caused speculators to bet on a possible oil-supply disruption. Obama may have spooked the oil markets by suggesting that, if necessary, he might wage war on Iran to prevent that country from acquiring nuclear weapons. But Israel has been the main source of such threats, and Obama has chided those engaged in "loose talk" about war. Over all, short of trying to avoid war in the Middle East, there is not much that any President of the United States can do to determine the price of gasoline. In theory, he could seek temporary tax rebates for drivers or attempt to flood world oil markets by selling off the country's Strategic Petroleum Reserve, which is intended to protect the American economy from oil-supply disruptions caused by war or natural disaster. But these would be temporary and expensive measures that would not alter the global factors that drive oil prices, or the price volatility exacerbated by waves of speculative money flowing onto electronic oil-futures exchanges. In late March, Fatih Birol, the chief economist of the International Energy Agency, an intergovernmental forum, warned that high oil prices now posed a greater risk to the world economy than even Europe's sovereign-debt crisis.

ExxonMobil and other large oil corporations do not have much influence over the changing retail price of gasoline, either. Big oil companies make the vast majority of their profits by finding oil and gas, pumping it out, and selling it wholesale. ExxonMobil can neither control prices at the pump nor make high profits there.

This year, Obama has been saying that, during his time in the White House, American oil imports have fallen to their lowest level in years. The United States reduced oil imports by a million barrels a day, or about ten per cent, in 2011. "Last year, we relied less on foreign oil than in any of the last sixteen years," Obama said in his State of the Union speech, in January. This is in some respects a perverse boast: oil imports have dropped primarily because of the recession and the weak recovery. However, rising domestic production of unconventional oil in places such as North Dakota, along with energy-efficiency drives supported by the Administration, are also factors, and they could lead to a further decline in imports even as the economy picks up.

The President has acknowledged that there is no cheap or quick way to change America's gasoline economy or to relieve drivers from their vulnerability to price spikes. Producing and using alternative transportation fuels on a large scale across the United States, Obama has noted, is a "problem that may not be solved in one year or one term or even one decade."

That happens to be ExxonMobil's view as well. Earlier this year, the corporation published an annual forecast of global energy demand, to the year 2040. Its latest analytical models, developed with the same rigor as the key vote system, take into account all of the electric-car dreams of the Obama Administration, as well as the promotion of solar power and wind power in the United States, Europe, and elsewhere. The models forecast that worldwide gasoline consumption for use in cars may well decline in the next three decades. Truck, airplane, and ship fuel consumption, however, will increase by sixty per cent, mainly in fast-growing poor countries. Decades from now, oil, gas, and coal, ExxonMobil's analysts predicted, "will continue to be the most widely used fuels."

Steve Coll





		











From: shana parker
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fracking
Date: Monday, February 18, 2013 8:29:33 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,
The real threat of Fracking should be carefully investigated by you, our elected
officials, so that this doesn't happen to our Boulder County soil, air, water, aquifers,
natural systems, children, families, workers, health, schools, homes, farms, animals,
and property values. This predictable failure is completely unacceptable and the
damage done is irreparable. This must be prevented from ever happening to our
community and our county, along with the unintended consequences of this toxic
industrial extraction process to our childrens' future. A permanent Ban on Fracking is
the only solution to assure our health and safety in the future. 
I know there are many power bases that you are trying to balance. Please listen to
your highest values.
sincerely,
shana parker

shana parker
Heart Vision- licensed psychologist
Boulder, CO 80304
303-447-2747

"If one completes the journey to one's own heart, one will find oneself
in the heart of everyone else"
   Father Thomas Keating

mailto:2shanaparker@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Maggie
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; Maggie Schafer
Subject: Information you need to see
Date: Monday, February 18, 2013 10:40:42 AM
Importance: High

Hello-
 
My name is Maggie Schafer, 4371 Pali Way, Boulder, CO 80301, 303-443-1947,
feline@wyo2u.com
 
 
I am one of many thousands who oppose fracking in Boulder County and feel the
the County Commissioners have done far too little to stop this!  I am going to
forward some links to you, and, in the near future, I will be visiting the
commissioners offices to ask you for several piece of information on these wells,
those service and those proposed.
 
The information I will require is as follows:
 
EIS on these wells – I assume you asked for these on EACH AND EVERY WELL
before it was drilled or proposed.
 
The Biological surveys
 
The APDs on these wells.
 
I know you have to provide this information as it is covered under the Freedom of
Information Act.  You see, I worked in Wyoming for 2 years fighting just this type of
mess (legally), and I know what the public should be shown.  You can defend
against fracking, you just have to take the position and do it!  I have a group of
people, which is growing, anxious to view ALL of these reports.
 
For you consideration:
 
http://www.nationofchange.org/new-york-s-victory-against-big-gas-frackers-get-
packing-1361199226
 
And just in cast you thin 500 feet is ample, look at this report and be sure to not the
infractions that have already taken place!
 
http://www.coloradoan.com/article/20130212/NEWS01/302120015/Fort-Collins-area-
fracking-fluid-leak-stopped-after-spewing-30-hours?nclick_check=1
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From: Kieuly Dang
To: Kathrina; Kieuly Dang; Sarah Steward; Zachary Morales; Christina Gosnell; Tina Cristopoulos; Kat Troy; Jahan

Zuberi; Wendy Wilson; Paulina Martin; Patricia Santamaria; BoCoCCR; Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Spam: Oil Shale: What is it?
Date: Tuesday, February 19, 2013 3:34:30 PM

Hello,

What is Shale rock and how is the oil extracted from it? 

The amount of energy to heat up the shale rock to extract the oil is tremendous. It
can take months to years to heat the shale rock thousands of feet below us and
requires the burning of other fossil fuels such as natural gas, oil or coal to generate
this heat. It's almost a ratio of 1:1, meaning it is not very cost-effective.

Here are some articles for you to read about the extraction process.

Wikipedia (read the part about Processing principles):
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shale_oil_extraction

About Oil Shale:  http://ostseis.anl.gov/guide/oilshale/index.cfm

:> Kieuly
Thank you for letting me share.
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From: 3035792659@vzwpix.com
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Date: Tuesday, February 19, 2013 8:46:39 PM

We didn't see you Sun. at the Forward on Climate Change rally. Shame, you missed the, 'Boo's' when
Rep. Mark Udaull's letter read, implementing natural gas and other clean energy, must be balanced.
The Boos were so loud, they drowned him out.

http://www.northdenvertribune.com/2013/02/over-1000-coloradans-march-and-rally-in-conjunction-
with-the-largest-climate-action-in-us-history/

'Moving Forward' means leaving the old behind. Ban Fracking... stop the Ecocide.

Sincerely,
Cyndi Nusbaum
Boulder Resident
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From: Maggie
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; Maggie Schafer
Subject: RE: Fracking Ban
Date: Thursday, February 21, 2013 1:08:03 PM
Importance: High

Dear Commissioners,
 
Recently I contacted you regarding fracking and also letting you know that I would
visit your offices soon to look at the EIS, APD and Biological Surveys for the fracking
sites in Boulder County, which I will be doing in the next couple of weeks.
 
In the meantime, there have been many many municipalities, states and even
countries who have successfully banned this nasty practice and the people of
Boulder County and the City of Boulder want to work toward that end.  The threat of
court suits means little when it comes to citizens rights, our health, and maintaining
our property values and quality of life.  There are at least 2 petitions being circulated
to ban fracking in Colorado and Boulder, and, the movement to do so is gaining
momentum.  Groups are forming coalitions and we do plan to stop this.
 
I have copied some of the information, and, this is only a tiny fraction as to what is
happening globally in the fracking fight.  We are well informed citizens who not only
recognize the health risks but also the infringement upon OUR rights, the fact that
our property values suffer and we are not about to let a foreign entitle like EnCana
or others push us aside to drill for oil and gas to be sold to the highest bidder
overseas.  Please take a moment to review this information.  There is a great deal
more available which can be provided.
 
Maggie Schafer   
303-443-1947   
feline@wyo2u.com
Boulder, CO
 
Friends and neighbors, I am not usually the one to be sending things like this, but
this can affect our homes and our children.
 
CLICK HERE TO SIGN:    http://signon.org/sign/fracking-in-colorado?
source=c.em.mt&r_by=1010424 
 
Please sign this petition and work to ban this toxic process- Boulder County has a
moratorium, but only until June.
http://www.denverpost.com/business/ci_22446656/boulder-county-commissioners-
extend-moratorium-new-oil-and  
 
 
According to 7 news, Ft. Collins had a spill just a week ago that sprayed 84,000
gallons of fracking fluid and this is one of 6 reported spills this year already by PDC
Energy!!!http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/local-news/84000-gallons-of-
fracking-fluid-sprays-from-fort-collins-oil-well  The horizontal spray cover 1,500’ and
lasted 30 hours!
 
 
Germany is considering a ban and " The practice was temporarily suspended in the
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United Kingdom after it was linked to a series of earth tremors. It has also been
banned for environmental reasons in Bulgaria and France which are
estimated to have Europe’s largest reserves of shale gas. Other countries are
considering outlawing the method too.
Hydraulic fracturing has raised environmental concerns around the world including
Denmark, the Netherlands, Ireland, New Zealand, and Australia. In Canada it was
temporarily suspended in the Quebec province, pending an environmental review. In
the US fracking has been prohibited in the State of Vermont." 
http://rt.com/business/germany-fracking-ban-environment-492/
 
Ohio is also  banning the process http://www.politicolnews.com/ohio-bans-fracking-
after-proof-of-causing-earthquakes/
 
California is working to ban it http://www.kpbs.org/news/2012/jun/25/bill-ban-
fracking-california-goes-state-senate/
 
 
Ft. Collins is working to follow Longmont in banning fracking:
http://www.timescall.com/news/longmont-local-news/ci_22632222/fort-collins-may-
join-longmont-fracking-ban
 
 
Boulder County needs a ban.                                   If you want more information
on the process, check out this website:
http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/water/fracking/ 
 
 
 
Don't let them do this near our neighborhoods or around our kids and our homes. 
In addition to health risks, it has been shown to lower home prices.
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/us/DRILLING_DOWN_SERIES.html
 
PLEASE SIGN AND PASS THIS ON TO MORE FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS

 

 

PLEASE sign the petition!   Once we get 50 signatures, Move On will take this over! 
Thanks!
 
From: Ollimaleya@aol.com
Sent: Thursday, February 14, 2013 4:12 PM
To: ollimaleya@aol.com
Subject: Fracking in Colorado
 
I have created this petition using MoveOn's web site.  Please consider signing.  Thanks.  Carolyn

"Fracking," defined empirically.  The method of extracting natural gas from underground and the source
of earthquakes, well and ground water contamination, open toxic waste pits, massive water
consumption in a drought prone state, falling home values, vented airborne toxins and ozone depletion.

That's why I created a petition to President Barack Obama, which says:

http://rt.com/business/germany-fracking-ban-environment-492/
http://www.politicolnews.com/ohio-bans-fracking-after-proof-of-causing-earthquakes/
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"Fracking is sweeping the state of Colorado like a tsunami.  Stop the destruction of our health and
environment in the name of big oil and big money."  THIS IS NOTHING MORE THAN A HUGE LAND
GRAB BY ENTITIES, MANY OF THEM FOREIGN, WHO WILL SELL THE PRODUCTS OVERSEAS
AND HIRE THEIR OWN PEOPLE!

Will you sign this petition? Click here:

http://signon.org/sign/fracking-in-colorado?source=c.em.mt&r_by=1010424

Thanks!
 

http://signon.org/sign/fracking-in-colorado?source=c.em.mt&r_by=1010424


From: Karen Groover
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fort Collins Bans Fracking as Democracy Comes Alive in Colorado
Date: Saturday, February 23, 2013 11:25:18 AM

Dear boulder county commissioners,

Could you please follow the link below to a short article about the significant change in public
awareness  in Colorado about the dangers of fracking.  I am a mother and would appreciate your help
in protecting my family from the dangers of fracking in Boulder county.

Sincerely,

Karen Groover
394 Blackfoot St.
Superior, Co 80027
303-709-6033

http://ecowatch.org/2013/fort-collins-bans-fracking/

Sent from my iPad

mailto:karengroover@comcast.net
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
http://ecowatch.org/2013/fort-collins-bans-fracking/


From: Maggie
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; Maggie Schafer
Subject: 5 Fracking Consequences You Never Heard About!
Date: Wednesday, February 27, 2013 11:16:22 AM
Importance: High

How much more evidence do you need to put your foot down and ban fracking! 
When property values drop, so will you property tax revenues!  It is a fact that, if
fracking continues in Boulder County, that WIll HAPPEN!  Are the oil and gas
companies prepared to compensate homeowners for this decrease in property
values?  Insofar as going to court, let them sue!  There is more and more precedent
to win a lawsuit!  Insofar as regs being rolled back if a suit is lost – who says it will
be lost – I seriously doubt that.  I cannot see ANY court levying this as punitive
damage for going to court.  Regulations have evolved so they won’t be rolled back
to those of years ago!  We are also in a drought – and oil and gas will take the
water we have with NO regulations!  THE PUBLIC HAS RIGHTS!  Time for the county
commissioners to defend them!
 
 
A sample of the affects of fracking – and, where do you think the products will go? 
Not to us – try Japan, now the largest importer and a very wealthy country so why
would O&G even consider giving the public a break here!
 
http://www.nationofchange.org/5-fracking-consequences-you-ve-never-heard-about-
1361982837
 
Maggie Schafer
303-443-1947

mailto:feline@wyo2u.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:feline@wyo2u.com
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From: Kieuly Dang
Subject: Shell Will Pause Arctic Drilling
Date: Thursday, February 28, 2013 9:50:50 AM

Hi,

Another story as to why we need to decrease our dependence on oil and concentrate our
efforts on alternative, clean energy sources or sustainable processes.

With 2 Ships Damaged, Shell Suspends Arctic Drilling
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/28/business/energy-environment/shell-suspends-
arctic-drilling-for-2013.html?_r=0

Kieuly
Thank you for letting me share.

mailto:fanta_kane@hotmail.com
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/28/business/energy-environment/shell-suspends-arctic-drilling-for-2013.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/28/business/energy-environment/shell-suspends-arctic-drilling-for-2013.html?_r=0


From: Maggie
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Spam: Latest Move on Fracking Shows Democracy is Alive and Well in NY
Date: Thursday, February 28, 2013 12:27:56 PM
Importance: High

WE NEED DEMOCRACY TO BE ALIVE AND WELL IN COLORADO – ESPECIALLY
BOULDER COUNTY!  JUST BECAUSE OUR GOVERNOR IS A WHORE TO OIL AND GAS
AND IS SELLING OUT THE PEOPLE WHO PUT HIM IN OFFICE DOES NOT MEAN
BOULDER COULD SHOULD SELL OUT!  BAN FRACKING!  If he is so aligned with oil
and gas companies, I am sure the voters of Colorado will find a way to relieve him
of the duties of the Office of Governor and he can go work for them!  He certainly is
NOT working for us, so you must do so!
 
Maggie Schafer
 
http://ecowatch.org/2013/fracking-democracy-alive-ny/

mailto:feline@wyo2u.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
http://ecowatch.org/2013/fracking-democracy-alive-ny/


From: Ginger Ikeda
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; #LandUsePlanner
Subject: Spam: We can"t frack, please read, thank you!
Date: Thursday, February 28, 2013 1:17:01 PM

http://climate-connections.org/2013/02/28/killer-heat-waves-and-floods-linked-to-
climate-change/

mailto:ginger.ikeda@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:LandUsePlanner@bouldercounty.org
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From: Dr. Tom Groover
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Community Self-Government and Fracking
Date: Friday, March 01, 2013 9:27:28 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

Rights-Based Organizing through local lawmaking establishes community bills of
rights for self-government, healthy environment, water and protected natural
environment and prohibits corporate fracking and other activities that would violate
those rights.

Here is a short video explaining the process which I believe the overwhelming
majority of Boulder County residents would support and your implementation of this
process would make you heroes among us and far beyond our local community.

http://vimeo.com/60490244

Please let me know what you think.

Sincerely,
Tom Groover

Dr. Thomas D. Groover, BS, BSCI, MA, DC, CCEP. Holistic Chiropractic, Acupuncture,
Extremities, Functional Metabolism, Rehab & Exercise Therapy: Groover Chiropractic Clinic,
2725 Iris Ave., Boulder, CO 80304, 3303-442-7772, www.grooverclinic.com, Function Based
Chiropractic for Eliminating Acute and Chronic Pain & Injuries, Whiplash & Car Accident
Injuries, High Blood Pressure, Fibromyalgia & Other Chronic Metabolic Disorders, Athletic
Injuries & Pain Free, Injury Free, Optimal Athletic Performance.

mailto:drgroover@comcast.net
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
http://vimeo.com/60490244
http://www.grooverclinic.com/


From: Beth McQuie
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: please ban fracking
Date: Sunday, March 03, 2013 8:50:34 AM

Please ban fracking in Boulder County. Here is a story about fracking that will help
convince you of its dangers.
http://ecowatch.org/2013/loopholes-shield-fracking-industry/
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Beth McQuie

mailto:bmcquie@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
http://ecowatch.org/2013/loopholes-shield-fracking-industry/


From: Maggie
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; Maggie Schafer
Subject: Looks like Frackenlooper has left out a few things!!!
Date: Tuesday, March 05, 2013 2:26:54 PM
Importance: High

A very enlightening article – Hickenlopper is pushing fracking and ignoring some of
the regulations!!!!   TIME FOR THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS AND CITY COUNCIL
TO STOP UP AND LISTEN TO THE PEOPLE!!!!!!  YOU NEED TO ACT LIKE
COLORADO SPRINGS, LONGMONT AND FT. COLLINS – WE WANT FRACKING
BANNED!
 
http://ecowatch.org/2013/must-read-fracking-colorado/
 
 
Maggie Schafer
303-443-1947

mailto:feline@wyo2u.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:feline@wyo2u.com
http://ecowatch.org/2013/must-read-fracking-colorado/


From: Beth McQuie
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fw: dangers of fracking
Date: Tuesday, March 05, 2013 3:01:09 PM

Dear Deb Gardner and Elise Jones,
 
I am writing to share an article about the dangers of fracking and the lack of legal
protections for residents against fracking. I know you have both been involved in the
fracking controversy. I hope you will consider this story. Toward the ends of the
article, there is a chart with the legal issues outlined clearly.
 
http://ecowatch.org/2013/loopholes-shield-fracking-industry/
 
Thank you for anything you can do to protect the residents of Boulder County
against fracking.
 
Sincerely,
Beth McQuie
972 Saint Andrews Lane
Louisville, CO 80027
303-926-5517

mailto:bmcquie@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Cyndi Nusbaum
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Ban Fracking Now
Date: Wednesday, March 06, 2013 7:57:17 PM

I strongly oppose any more catering, to the oil companies. I strongly support
Longmont & Fort Collins approach, to put the health of their people, environment &
wildlife safe. Fort Collins Banned Fracking after Gov. Hickenlooper threatened to sue
them. Like them, just Ban it. This movement to keep 
Fracking out, will support you. You could be heroes. There is a motion to have
health impacts studies done in Weld Co.. 50% of all air pollution in Erie has been
determined to be, from Fracking (methane). Commit to serve those who voted for
you. The People. The oath you took, in the State Constitution clearly states, you
need to protect the environment and the people. Please do your job. Once you
Frack, you can never go back. Stop this tsunami of destruction. Ban Fracking or step
down. If you can't do your job and be a true leader, resign. We need those who
serve,'The Greater Good'. Our Future depends on it.

Sincerely,
Cyndi Nusbaum

Sent from Yahoo! Mail on Android

mailto:cydnico@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Kent Hogan
Date: Thursday, March 07, 2013 8:17:50 AM

This is what you won't normally read about in the Main Stream Press--- not certain
how this got by the "spin masters"

While I completely support reasonable regulations, the fact is we need to use
Natural Gas as we transition---over the next 20 to 30 years-- to renewable energy.

http://www.dailycamera.com/nation-world-news/ci_22726803/experts-question-if-
fuel-wasting-celebrities-can-be?IADID=Search-www.dailycamera.com-
www.dailycamera.com

 

mailto:khogan35@gmail.com
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From: Maggie
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Date: Wednesday, March 13, 2013 11:06:30 AM
Importance: High

1
Gasland: Dangers of Natural Gas Extraction

Gasland: Dangers of Natural Gas Extraction 
This is an extended trailer – watch! 
 
 
http://livinggreenmag.com/2013/03/11/video/gasland-dangers-of-natural-gas-
extraction-extended-trailer/
 
 
Maggie Schafer
303-443-1947

mailto:feline@wyo2u.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
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From: jerry@mindbodyhealth.com
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Vote No New Oil and Gas Rules and Drilling Moratorium
Date: Saturday, March 16, 2013 8:35:25 AM

March 16, 2013
Boulder County Commissioners

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

As a resident of the Boulder County, I am writing to express my concern regarding
the County Commissioners effort to place further regulation and a possible
moratorium on one of our most important industries, the oil and gas industry. Oil
and gas activity has been occurring in my county for many years and there is no
need for more red tape which could impact much needed economic activity and
jobs. 

The state of Colorado has one of the most rigorous and comprehensive regulatory
structures in the United States. We don’t need more government regulation and red
tape, we need secure domestic energy. We need high paying good jobs, not more
bureaucracy. 

The oil and gas industry is key to our state and local economies. The industry
provides over 90% of all severance taxes, which goes to our parks, schools, and
roads. Plus, all water projects in the state are funded through the collection of these
taxes. The oil and gas industry provides over 107,000 jobs in the state with wages
that double the Colorado average. 

Your new regulations and possible moratorium on oil and gas activity will force me
and all other Boulder County residents to pay more in taxes when we don’t have to.

I am asking that the County Commissioners not take up or support further regulation
and red tape on the oil and gas industry but instead support the domestic
development of oil and gas in Boulder County.

Sincerely,

Jerry Hodges
1630A 30th St # 365
Boulder, CO 80301-1014

mailto:jerry@mindbodyhealth.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: bmueser@comcast.net
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Hydrocarbon spill confirmed north of Parachute
Date: Saturday, March 16, 2013 10:41:56 PM

Dear Commissioners,
Don't let this happen here.  If this can happen in Larimer County and Garfield
County, it can certainly happen in Boulder County.

Our groundwater is precious to many of us who have groundwater wells that supply
our drinking water, our irrigation water, our water for our animals and gardens.

Don't let this happen here.  The COGCC will not be able to protect our water, our
lands, our precious life.  The Colorado Dept of Public Health and Environment is also
unable to protect us.

Don't let this happen here.  We will support a county initiative that will ban this heavy
industrial toxic extraction process from our communities.  Help us protect our
environment, our water, our lands and our future.

Please keep this from happening here, before it is too late.
Sincerely,
Barbara Mueser
Unincorporated Boulder County

Hydrocarbon spill confirmed north of
Parachute
<snip>
Garfield County oil-and-gas liaison Kirby Wynn said the hydrocarbons were "in
contact with groundwater near the gas plant."

http://www.denverpost.com/breakingnews/ci_22807005/oil-spill-reported-north-
parachute-colorado?source=rss

mailto:bmueser@comcast.net
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
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From: Cyndi Nusbaum
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Yet Another Spill
Date: Sunday, March 17, 2013 6:16:51 AM

http://www.denverpost.com/breakingnews/ci_22807005/major-oil-spill-reported-
north-parachute.

Please Ban Fracking. You need to protect Colorado. They can not extract fossil fuels
and nature gas responsibly. How much more proof do you need? Have you checked
the contamination data? It's so horrific. You must not let them do this, anymore in
Colorado.

Sincerely, 
Cyndi Nusbaum
Boulder Resident

Sent from Yahoo! Mail on Android

mailto:cydnico@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Cyndi Nusbaum
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Found the Leak
Date: Monday, March 18, 2013 6:27:13 PM

http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/source-of-natural-gas-leak-8232a-
mystery/#.UUaS2jqcZTA.facebook

Ban It!! Be A Hero, Not A Corporate Puppet.

Sincerely-
Cyndi Nusbaum
Boulder Resident-
Exhausted Thinking, You Could Actually Let This Happen Here, In Boulder County.

Sent from Yahoo! Mail on Android

mailto:cydnico@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Maggie
To: City Council; Maggie Schafer
Subject: Important Court Decision
Date: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 10:51:31 AM
Importance: High

http://earthjustice.org/news/press/2013/oil-and-gas-leases-denied-on-scenic-public-
lands-in-wyoming-and-utah?utm_source=Convio
 
This is a public land decision handed down in Wyoming and Utah!  Oil and gas sued
but their leases were denied!  This is a huge precedent setting case! Even though
this is a bit different than open space, the principles here apply!  Oil and gas
CANNOT be allowed to overrun the rights of the people – public lands belong to the
people – we pay taxes to support it!  STOP THIS FRACKING MADNESS AND TELL
THEM NO!  There are precedents happening every day to hold off and action by
Hickenlooper and oil and gas! 
 
In addition, Boulder should be taking a stand as did Longmont, Colorado Springs,
and Ft. Collins – The people of Boulder DO NOT WANT FRACKING!
 
The misconceptions here are that there will be jobs and the price of gas will drop! 
That is garbage – most O&G companies have their own crews, our supplies of oil
and gas are way way up, AND – oil and gas companies are not could care less about
us – they are selling to the highest bidder – right now, Japan, a country with a need
and money!

mailto:feline@wyo2u.com
mailto:council@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:feline@wyo2u.com
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From: Maggie
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; Maggie Schafer
Subject: Health Concerns vie with Fracking Profits
Date: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 2:21:38 PM
Importance: High

http://www.organicconsumers.org/articles/article_27167.cfm
 
 
A must read!!!!  Just more proof that fracking should be banned here!
 
Maggie Schafer

mailto:feline@wyo2u.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:feline@wyo2u.com
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From: Don Strankowski - Comcast
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: PLEASE DO NOT allow this to happen to Boulder County!!
Date: Wednesday, March 20, 2013 8:46:04 AM

Dear Commissioners,

 

I have sat in on numerous community planning sessions focusing on lifting the current drilling/fracking
moratorium in Boulder County. I am pleading a constituent and long-time Boulder County resident:
please DO NOT allow fracking in Boulder County—period.

 

If need more proof this is an environment catastrophe, please read the article on the LATEST high-
profile spill: http://www.denverpost.com/breakingnews/ci_22817087/parachute-creek-spill-continues-
uncontained-cause-source-unknown?source=rss_viewed

 

Article highlights:

 

·         Vacuum trucks have sucked up more than 60,000 gallons, but an unknown amount remains in
the ground by Parachute Creek.

·         State records show the oil-and-gas industry causes hundreds of toxic spills each year and that
water often is contaminated.

·         No cause was reported. No source of the spill has been identified. Chemicals present in the
plume were not revealed.

·         Nobody notified him about this spill or the others, he (property owner) said. Oil and gas
companies "try to beat it back, hope nobody finds them. That's the way they operate."

·         A recent review of state data by the Center for Western Priorities found that the oil and gas
industry in Colorado often pollutes water.

Think about what you want your legacy to be: One that didn’t give in to major corporations and
corporate greed/money and refused to prostitute our land in the process or a legacy of selling out to oil
companies out of fear and pressure, and threats from the current Governor.

 

The choice is yours now but will affect the people of Boulder County for decades.

 

Regards,

 

mailto:dstranjr@comcast.net
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
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Don Strankowski

4828 Baldwin Place

Boulder, CO 80301

 

 

 



From: Maggie
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: The Story of Dryden: A Town Fighting Fracking and Winning!
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2013 8:57:30 AM
Importance: High

http://earthjustice.org/features/campaigns/the-story-of-dryden-the-town-that-
fought-fracking-and-is-winning
 
 
ANYONE who is not being bought by oil and gas needs to stand up for the people of
the City of Boulder and the County of Boulder!  Special interest pandering have no
place here – the people have spoken and we live, work, to to school, AND PAY
TAXES HERE.  You need to listen to US, not the Governor, not those pandering to oil
and gas, no and special interests!  This is our public lands, our town, our county!
BAN FRACKING!
 
Maggie Schafer
Boulder, CO
 

mailto:feline@wyo2u.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
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From: Maggie
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: What the people want
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2013 9:16:25 AM
Importance: High

More excellent articles on how people are taking on fracking and stopping it! 
Boulder is a leader in environmental action and WE DO NOT TEND TO STOP BEING
THAT!  NO MORE SPECIAL INTEREST PANDERING – the time has come to put aside
personal agendas and do what you were all elected to do – represent the people of
Boulder and Boulder County!  I don’t think there is any doubt what the people want
here – you were elected to facilitate that!
 
Maggie Schafer
Boulder, CO
 
 
 
 
 
http://earthjustice.org/features/campaigns/down-to-earth-the-dark-side-of-the-
fracking-boom
 
 
http://earthjustice.org/features/campaigns/fracking-runs-afoul-of-hometown-u-s-a
 
 
http://earthjustice.org/features/campaigns/find-your-way-a-citizen-s-tip-guide
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From: Kieuly Dang
Subject: FW: The Town That Fought Fracking (And Is Winning...)
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2013 10:36:58 AM

Kieuly Dang
Thank you for letting me share.

Date: Thu, 21 Mar 2013 03:45:39 -0700
From: action@earthjustice.org
To: fanta_kane@hotmail.com
Subject: The Town That Fought Fracking (And Is Winning...)

TAKE ACTION! The Town That Fought Fracking (And Is
Winning…)

Dear Kieuly,

Mary Ann Sumner is Town Supervisor for the Town of Dryden (population
14,500) in upstate New York. She loves Dryden, and she takes her job very
seriously.

That’s why she is in New York State Supreme Court today, fighting a lawsuit

mailto:fanta_kane@hotmail.com
http://action.earthjustice.org/site/R?i=CFM9DbZfizCrl8EjQUC9gA
http://action.earthjustice.org/site/R?i=CFM9DbZfizCrl8EjQUC9gA
http://action.earthjustice.org/site/R?i=bcUeRLQE0uPUHRtlA2PzXw
http://action.earthjustice.org/site/R?i=kDsMPafHMPGnjIWxweinYA


brought against her and Dryden by an oil and gas company trying to force
citizens to accept fracking inside the town’s borders.

Will you stand in solidarity with the people of Dryden on this historic
day?

In 2011, Supervisor Sumner and her colleagues on the Dryden Town Board
voted to prohibit the use of land within the town for oil and gas development
activities, including fracking. Six weeks later they were sued by an oil and gas
company owned by a Forbes-ranked billionaire.

When Dryden defeated the billionaire’s company in court, it made
history, inspiring other towns across America to enact similar bans.
But Dryden’s fight is not over—the US subsidiary of a foreign-owned oil
company has now stepped in to challenge the town.

Earthjustice attorney Deborah Goldberg is representing Dryden in this precedent-
setting case. As this message is being sent, she is facing off against oil and gas
industry lawyers in Albany, NY.

The coming weeks will be tense ones in Dryden as the townspeople and their
local elected officials await the court’s ruling. Will you sign on to this petition
and send them a message of support?

These messages will be read aloud at upcoming Town Board meetings, letting
the leaders of Dryden know that thousands of people have their back in this
fight.

With great appreciation,

Kathleen Sutcliffe
Campaign Manager

P.S. Your support sends an important signal to Town Board members that
they’re doing the right thing by standing up to the oil and gas industry. Sign
our solidarity petition today!
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From: Kieuly Dang
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; BoCoCCR
Subject: FW: Update: Colorado"s state lawmakers gives increased attention to oil and gas drilling
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2013 10:38:51 AM

Hi,

Some good news. Some of Colorado's lawmakers are introducing bills for increased
monitoring of oil and gas wells. Currently, Colorado only has 16 inspectors for over 50,000
oil and gas wells in the state of CO. The bills being introduced are a step in the right
direction but we still need to pray that the bills will pass. 

Read the following link if you are interested:

http://www.timescall.com/news/longmont-local-news/ci_22839250/oil-gas-drilling-getting-
state-lawmakers-increased-attention

Kieuly
Thank you for letting me share.

mailto:fanta_kane@hotmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:info@bococcr.org
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From: webmaster@earthjustice.org on behalf of Karen Groover
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Someone has sent you a message from Earthjustice
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2013 12:06:45 PM

Message from sender:

We need to take action to save Boulder County from being destoryed by the oil and
gas industry. The charm of Boulder will leave and so will the people who came here for
clean air and water and organic food.

The Story of Dryden: The Town That
Fought Fracking (And Is Winning)
An upstate New York town is fighting to preserve its way of life in a lawsuit pitting a
town's rights against an out-of-state oil and gas company’s wishes. The lawsuit was
initially brought by the privately-held Anschutz Exploration Corporation, owned by
billionaire Phillip Anschutz (net worth: $7.5 billion), against the Town of Dryden
(population: 14,500).
Deborah Goldberg

Action Completed!
Your solidarity letter has been received.
Thank you for speaking out in support of the Town of Dryden.
Discover the story behind the journey to successfully pass
Dryden's fracking ban in this special feature.
Please share with your friends and spread the word!
[ Close This Notification ]

The Story of Dryden:
The Town That Fought Fracking

(And Is Winning)

An upstate New York town is fighting to preserve its way of life in a lawsuit pitting
a small town's rights against an out-of-state oil and gas company’s wishes.

More than a hundred towns in New York have enacted local bans or moratoriums on
gas drilling, including the controversial process known as hydraulic fracturing, or
"fracking," in which drillers blast millions of gallons of chemically treated water into the
ground to extract gas from hard-to-reach deposits deep in the earth.

mailto:webmaster@earthjustice.org
mailto:karengroover@comcast.net
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
http://earthjustice.org/about/staff/deborah-goldberg


Among those municipalities is the Town of Dryden—which is now being sued.

In September of 2011, the privately-held Anschutz Exploration Corporation, owned by
Forbes-ranked Phillip Anshutz (net worth: $7.5 billion), sued the Town of Dryden
(population: 14,500) in a bid to force the town to accept industrial gas drilling—
including fracking—within town limits.

The company brought its lawsuit after the Dryden Town Board approved a change in
its zoning ordinance, clarifying that oil and gas development activities, including
fracking, were "prohibited uses" of land within the town. The Dryden Town Board's
unanimous, bipartisan vote followed a petition drive and a series of public hearings, in
which residents spoke out 3-to-1 in favor of the change.

This is how it all started. The Dryden Resource Awareness Coalition (DRAC) was
created in the spring of 2009 by Dryden residents concerned about the possible
upcoming consequences that the hydraulic fracturing of gas wells drilled into the
Marcellus Shale may bring not only to their own neighborhoods, but also to the state
and region.

In 2010, DRAC members began collecting petition signatures from their fellow residents
to ask the Town Board to develop an industrial noise ordinance and to make a firm
statement against gas drilling. The journey to the successful passage of the ordinance
involved the entire community, through information sessions, a listening project,
collaborations with neighboring communities, and much more. DRAC members took
their concerns and requests for protective action to the Dryden Town Board, using
their citizens' privilege time at the beginning of each meeting. They attended each
monthly meeting, reiterating their concerns and reporting on progress to the Dryden
Town Board and Town Supervisor.

DRAC member Hilary Lambert recounts the story of how town residents worked
together to ensure their concerns would be heard, and to, ultimately, bring about the
historic vote:

In Celebration of Community: The festive scene in Montgomery Park during
Dryden's 2012 Dairy Day, a community service project of the Dryden Grange. The
annual gathering brings together local farmers, businesses, and organizations to
celebrate the many contributions the dairy farmer makes to all of our lives.  (Austin
Brecht)

What's Happening Now

Norse Energy Corporation USA v. Town of Dryden is being appealed after a state
Supreme Court ruled in favor of Dryden. Earthjustice is representing the Town of
Dryden in the appeal. Oral arguments will be heard on March 21, 2013, in Albany by
the State of New York Supreme Court, Appellate Division Third Judicial Department.

[ More on this Case ]

Voices of Dryden

http://earthjustice.org/our_work/cases/2012/fracking-court-fight-in-dryden-ny


Hilary Lambert

A mother, grandmother and longtime science-based advocate for the environment, Dr.
Hilary Lambert grew up in Dryden and remembers a childhood spent outdoors, in the
woods and on the water. Today, Hilary is a member of DRAC and works to protect the
ecological health of the Finger Lakes Region as executive director of a watershed
protection organization.
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During the rough winter months in early 2011, members and supporters of the Dryden
Resource Awareness Coalition (DRAC) fanned out across Dryden's snowy, icy roads to
collect signatures of residents opposed to gas drilling and fracking.

Flyers and ads were placed in local newspapers. Advice from Back to Democracy, an
all-volunteer organization that promotes citizen empowerment, and local election
experts ensured that signatures were authentic and correctly documented.

http://draconline.wordpress.com/
http://draconline.wordpress.com/
http://www.backtodemocracy.org/
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By spring of 2011, DRAC had collected 1,600 signatures, which they presented to the
Dryden Town Board at a packed-house monthly Town Board meeting.

The message to the Board was clear: Please develop and vote in favor of a gas drilling
and fracking zoning ordinance, and please do it quickly.

The pressure was on!
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By August 2011, the zoning ordinance that would prohibit oil and gas activities in the
town had been developed and the work had been done to muster Town Board action.

Dryden Town Board member David Makar and Town Supervisor Mary Ann Sumner
walk to the meeting at which they would take a vote.
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Again in a packed meeting, following necessary preliminaries and reading of the
beautifully-worded ordinance language by Dryden Town Attorney Mahlon Perkins, and
after all the work that had gone before, the vote was quick:

"Yes!" "Yes!" "Yes!" "Yes!" "Yes!"
It was a unanimous historic vote.

At front from right: Steve Stelick, Joe Solomon, Mary Ann Sumner, David Makar and
Jason Leifer, recorded by Town Clerk Bambi Avery.

Slide 5 of 15

Dryden Town Supervisor Mary Ann Sumner is congratulated by DRAC members and
other Dryden community residents who supported the fracking ban.

A brief recess was then called to allow for a few minutes of uproarious celebration.
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Following the meeting, many stood outside to talk about the vote.

Attorney David Slottje, who had advised DRAC on how to develop a zoning ban for
consideration by the Dryden Town Board, departs with a big smile.

But even in the midst of this great victory, the Town was put on notice by letters and
statements from pro-frackers that someone would probably sue Dryden for taking this
action.
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A year before the historic vote, DRAC members were already attending, organizing and
co-sponsoring numerous Dryden and Tompkins County fracking and gas drilling
information events, to better educate themselves and others.

This presentation in 2010 by the Community Science Institute was one of those
events. DRAC members are clustered on the left side of the room, learning along with
others about potential impacts to the region's water resources.

http://www.communityscience.org/
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In late 2009 and early 2010, communities across Tompkins County and beyond were
organizing to repel fracking from their borders.

Here, DRAC and ROUSE (Residents Opposing Unsafe Shale-Gas Extraction) members
at the Brooktondale Community Center in the Town of Caroline, listen to fracking
expert, engineer and Cornell University professor Dr. Tony Ingraffea.

http://rouse-tc.org/
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DRAC members attended meetings and learned about their neighbors' concerns and
found ways to work cooperatively with them.

DRAC member Judith Pierpont (left) and Shaleshock leader Sarah Hess (right), take
notes as attorney Helen Slottje (center) explains that, while New York towns may not
regulate gas drilling and fracking, they may pass land-use laws that exclude these
activities.

http://shaleshock.org/
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Meanwhile, across Cayuga Lake in the Town of Ulysses, the CCU (Concerned Citizens
of Ulysses) were mounting a massive town-wide petition drive to demand that their
town pass a ban on gas drilling and fracking, based on guidelines developed by
attorneys Helen and David Slottje of CEDC Inc..

In the photo, DRAC members listen to Helen and David (left) explain the process of
developing a zoning ban for consideration by the Dryden Town Board.

http://www.ccofulysses.org/
http://www.ccofulysses.org/
http://www.cedcclaw.org/
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At the close of 2010, community groups DRAC, CCU, ROUSE, ENSAW (Enfield
Neighbors for Safe Air and Water) and others met with Ulysses petition developers
Michael Dineen and Jan Quarles of Back to Democracy, to learn how to mount major
petition drives in their respective towns.

Attorney David Slottje (second from right) speaks to participants at a fundraising house
party organized by DRAC on behalf of the Slottjes, whose pro bono work was helping
towns across New York State develop gas drilling and fracking bans and moratoria.

http://ensaw.blogspot.com/
http://ensaw.blogspot.com/
http://www.backtodemocracy.org/
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From the beginning, DRAC was all about informing and involving fellow Dryden
residents, communicating our concerns and asking for action from our Town Board,
and working with other groups in Tompkins County and beyond.

We began meeting regularly at Dryden Town Hall, and started a listserv for local
residents and a blog for Dryden and the wider public. Our twice-monthly meetings
were run in a non-hierarchical fashion, and we posted a brief report on the listserv
after each meeting.

http://draconline.wordpress.com/


Slide 13 of 15

Several DRAC members also took part in a Listening Project in 2010, to find out what
folks in Dryden thought about fracking. More than a hundred interviews were
conducted through the project.

In training sessions (left), they learned how to do door-to-door visits, which would help
us in our petition drives.

See the results of the Listening Project results.

http://livingindryden.org/2011/01/likes_and_dislikes_about_dryde.html
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DRAC continues to work to raise public awareness of issues related to gas drilling,
including land leasing details and the methods and risks involved with fracking.

Left: DRAC members and friends plan their work for the coming year during a session
led by 350.org co-founder Kelly Blynn in September of 2012.

http://350.org/
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DRAC regularly holds and participates in various county-wide and out-of-county efforts
to safeguard the region's water, air, and soil resources and, more generally, an
environment in which people, animals, and plants can live and flourish.

Photos and captions are courtesy of Hilary Lambert.

Fracking requires a heavy industrial buildup, complete with giant well pads
containing multiple wells, miles of trucks rumbling down gravel roads, and noisy
equipment that runs all night. Fracking sites, which are significant sources of volatile
organic compounds, also taint local air quality by increasing ozone levels.

And then there's the issue of water. Each fracking job requires millions of gallons of
water laced with sand and toxic chemicals like formaldehyde and hydrochloric acid.
Some of the chemicals in fracking fluids are known carcinogens and the health effects
of many additives are not fully understood, in large part because industry officials have
refused to disclose precisely what they are using.

"The people of Dryden want to preserve the special character of our town and make
sure it continues to be a healthy community for generations to come," said Dryden
Town Supervisor Mary Ann Sumner.

"The oil and gas industry may wish it were otherwise, but municipalities have the right
to determine what types of development are appropriate within their borders. We are
firmly committed to defending that right."



 

 

A New York State Supreme Court ruled in favor of Dryden in February of 2012.
The case is now being heard by an appellate court—though with a change in plaintiff.
Norse Energy, the U.S. subsidiary of a Norwegian oil and gas company, has replaced
Anschutz Exploration in the litigation—Norse then filed for Chapter 11 Bankruptcy
proceedings the following month.



Earthjustice is representing the Town of Dryden in the appeal, a case that will
determine whether localities can keep heavy industry like oil and gas development off
the land within their borders.

The case is being watched closely as towns in other states like Colorado and Ohio pass
fracking bans of their own and are threatened with lawsuits by the oil and gas
industry. A victory in New York could provide encouragement and hope to communities
around the country.

"The people of Dryden stood up to defend their way of life against the oil and gas
industry. And, against stiff odds, they won," said Deborah Goldberg, managing
attorney of Earthjustice's Northeast regional office and an expert on the environmental
impacts of industrial gas development.

"The [lower court] ruling makes clear that local officials have the right to decide what
industrial activities are appropriate within their communities."

"The Town of Dryden has a very strong case," said Deborah. "Two courts have ruled
that localities retain their longstanding power to regulate land use, including by
prohibiting industrial activities such as gas development in their communities. We'll do
everything we can to ensure this victory stands."

Dryden celebrates Dairy Day. The annual event brings a home day atmosphere
together with a dairy theme that is entertaining, fun, educational and affordable to
families.  (All photos by Austin Brecht)

The Dryden High School Sustainability Club showcases its work.

Even a brief rain shower doesn't diminish cheers from the crowd, as the Dairy
Princesses' float joins the parade.

Voices of Dryden

Austin Brecht

These scenes from the 2012 Dairy Day were captured by Austin Brecht, then a senior
at Dryden High School.

Age

19 years old



Years Lived in Dryden

19

Occupation

Undergraduate Student;
Mentor at Lime Hollow Center for Environment and Culture

Favorite Part of Being from Dryden

Knowing that I come from
a small, close-knit town

Favorite Dryden Memories

The annual Dairy Day Parade;
walking along the rails of Dryden Lake and fishing in the lake;
going to Dryden Lake Park

 



Small ponies seek shelter from the rain during Dairy Day festivities.  (Austin Brecht)

Children from Dryden's Southworth Library march in the Dairy Day parade.
 (Austin Brecht)

Fall colors at Dryden Lake Park.  (Enoch Ross)

Related:

Interview: Down to Earth
The Dark Side of the Fracking Boom

Managing Attorney Deborah Goldberg discusses the Northeast regional office's multi-
year litigation work on fracking.

http://earthjustice.org/features/campaigns/down-to-earth-the-dark-side-of-the-fracking-boom
http://earthjustice.org/features/campaigns/down-to-earth-the-dark-side-of-the-fracking-boom


Feature
Fracking Runs Afoul of Hometown U.S.A.

The New York towns of Middlefield and Otsego, which together encompass the Village
of Cooperstown, passed the first local fracking bans by limiting industrial activities
within the town's borders.

Video
Finding Their Way

Pennsylvania residents Jim and Jen Slotterback had only 11 days to save their favorite
park from gas drilling—and they succeeded. Watch their story.

Campaign

URL: http://earthjustice.org/features/campaigns/the-story-of-dryden-the-town-that-
fought-fracking-and-is-winning
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From: Eva Mesmer
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: a shocking MUST-READ
Date: Sunday, March 24, 2013 12:05:52 PM

http://socialistworker.org/2013/03/11/attack-of-the-frackademics

This is the most damning article I have ever read about fracking.
It is an absolute MUST-READ if you want to do what's best for Boulder County.
It is shocking. Please, please, please do read it! It is not too late!
Thank you.
Eva

mailto:eva.mesmer@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
http://socialistworker.org/2013/03/11/attack-of-the-frackademics


From: Debra Biasca
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Re: fracking control
Date: Tuesday, March 26, 2013 11:15:32 AM

Sorry for the empty message.

I just wanted to thank you for all you can do to stop fracking in our county.

With the millions of gallons of water this process permanently removes from our
hydrological cycle, how in the world can that make sense for us?   We are in a
drought cycle.

I think the press makes it sound like there are only pollution issues -- but this is
such a different issue.  We can't afford to sacrifice our most precious resource for
BigOil profits.  We have other energy sources that we have to make use of  -- for
the common good.

Sincerely,

Debra Biasca, 
Boulder, CO

                 *

-- 
Debra Biasca, PhD

                 *
Technical Communications Consultant
Writing . Editing . Translation 
Boulder, CO
303.946.3280 (mobile)
http://www.linkedin.com/in/biasca

Scientific and Academic Writing, Editing, &Coaching . Translation of Yiddish Archival
Documents

mailto:dbiasca@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
http://www.linkedin.com/in/biasca


From: Dave A
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fracking debate
Date: Tuesday, March 26, 2013 9:09:30 PM

Dear Commissioner Jones,
I am writing to you regarding your upcoming debate with Governor Hickenlooper
about fracking.  I am a resident of unincorporated Boulder County and as a result,
you represent me.  Although I voted for Governor Hickenlooper, it has become very
obvious that he does not represent me and is really only a lobbyist for the oil and
gas industry.  I know you have a long environmental background and hope that you
stand strong and present the facts to the Governor despite the billions of dollars
behind him and his desire to greenwash the facts.  Do know that the citizens of
Boulder County are behind you and that you represent them. 
   Please ask the governor why it is that the oil and gas industry needs to be exempt
from the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
(CERCLA), commonly known as Superfund Act.  Also, ask him why the oil and gas
industry is exempt from the Clean Water and Clean Air acts.  He will likely state that
the industry abides by all rules and is closely governed by the Colorado Oil and Gas
Association.  Unfortunately, like the governer, COGA is nothing more than an enabler
for the oil and gas industry.  COGA has the following goals in it’s mission statement:
“to foster and promote the beneficial, efficient, responsible and environmentally
sound development, production and use of Colorado oil and natural gas.”
Unfortunately, COGA fails miserably at this mission.  Profits trump any
“environmentally sound development.”  All you need to do is look to Parachute,
Colorado to see this.  There is currently a spill that is destroying the land and water
and COGA has done nothing about this.  COGA will likely wait to test any water and
then when they do, they’ll state none was contaminated.  Windsor, Colorado – a
similar incident recently – frack fluid spewing into the air for 30 hours straight.  Is
this responsible and environmentally sound? 
Back to Boulder County.  You and your fellow commissioners recently “strengthened”
the rules that oil and gas is supposed to abide by here when the moratorium ends in
June.  Setbacks were increased for new wells.  Tell me, what scientific study was
this based on?  Have you read the study by Lisa McKenzie, a research associate at
the Colorado School of Public Health?  Her research concludes that people living
within a half  mile of oil- and gas-well fracking were exposed to air pollutants five
times above a federal hazard standard.  That is 2,640 feet.  The analysis found
volatile organic chemicals at five times the level below which the emissions are
considered unlikely to cause health problems, according to the federal Environmental
Protection Agency's Hazard Index.  Now tell me how the new rules the Boulder
Country Commissioners should make us feel safe?  Five hundred feet or 1,000 feet
will do NOTHING.  Air travels far.  Not to mention the loophole that allows inactive
wells to be re-fracked no matter their setback from housing.  These new rules are
toothless. 
Also, please look at Google Maps aerial view of Parachute.  Tell me if this is what
you want Boulder County to look like.  After June 2013 when you and the 2 other
County Commissioners have set the end of the moratorium to expire, this is what
our country will look like – a wasteland where the land and citizens are only
collateral damage.  If you think this will not affect you and your family, think again. 
I’m sure you’re also aware of how much water is used in the fracking process.  I’m
sure you’re also aware of the drought Colorado is in and that wildfire season is
around the corner.  Fracking destroys water and takes it out of the cycle so it can
never be used again.  If this water is basically gone from existence, how can we

mailto:davetj321@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


expect we will ever emerge from this drought and have “normal” precipitation levels
again?  I once heard years ago that the next great battle will be over water.  It is
here now. 
The citizens of Boulder County whom you represent deserve better.  Any kind of new
rules mean nothing.  Regulations are nothing more than a measure of an acceptable
level of damage that is allowed to be done to regular citizens so a few oil and gas
execs, as well as governor Hickenlooper, can make obscene amounts of profit.  Who
do you represent?  The citizens of Boulder County are not dumb and are becoming
increasingly aware of the dangers of fracking and oil and gas development.  We will
not sit quietly as our leaders allow us to be poisoned and our land to be r@ped.  Do
not think that if you allow fracking to begin in June 2013 that we will accept this. 
Make the right decision now and BAN FRACKING as Fort Collins has.  Do not tell us
your hands are tied.  You represent us so do not be afraid of Hickenlooper’s scare
tactics – We are not!  Stand up for us and represent us.
Thank you,
David Auerbach
7675 Berwick Ct
Gunbarrel, CO 80301
 



From: Brian Lay
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Ban Fracking Now
Date: Wednesday, March 27, 2013 6:51:32 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I commend you for taking the right step forward and passing a six-month moratorium on hydraulic
fracturing (fracking) in Boulder County. However, I urge you to use this time to move forward with a
full fracking ban.

Fracking can contaminate our drinking water and harm our communities. Furthermore, the proposals to
allow Boulder County open space to be fracked are inappropriate on land purchased with taxpayer
funds to be preserved for public recreation and the environment.

As your constituent, I urge you to impose a moratorium on fracking in Boulder County, so that you can
investigate all options to place a permanent ban on fracking. 

Brian Lay
4555 Tally Ho Trail
Boulder, CO 80301

mailto:brian_m_lay@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: arthur sakakura
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fracking
Date: Thursday, March 28, 2013 1:07:34 AM

Dear Commissioner Jones,
   I am glad that you will be tangling with the Governor in a public forum on fracking. I am taking the
liberty to
state my views as a citizen strongly opposed to fracking.
   The proponents have a very simple arithmetic. If their $ input is significantly less than the $ earned
during the estimated
life of the project, they proceed.  Often a significant portion of the input expense is in "educating" public
officials and the general
citizenry  to the notion that the project will be beneficial to the society. Rallying the few who will benefit
directly and wooing
the law makers are often part of the input expenditure. What is "free" in their calculations is the
destruction of the enviromental milieu which is "Colorado"  for both the natives and the "out of staters"
alike.
   Oft repeated mantra is the need for energy independence. What is conveniently ignored  is that our
pipe lines
and storage facilities can not cope with curent supply of natural gas. Cheniere Enrergy is in the
process of building
a huge natural gas liquifaction facility in Lousiana for export. Statistically, we are already slated to
become an energy
exporter  exceeding Saudi Arabia in a few years.
   Safety of drinking water is a major concern. The sealed court judgements against the drillers should
be opened
to the public. The incessant advertisements avowing the safety of the deep gas drilling should be
replaced by
real geological data of the actual drilling site. The current regulation requiring proof of harm due to
drilling should be reversed
to that of the driller proving the safety of the drilling process.
   The steady urbanization of Colorado is inevitable. We need to preserve water for human and
agricultural use. The
wasteful water usage of fracking need be phased out.
   As proposed in the Colorado Senate, we need an army of inspectors toolice the fracked wells.
   The CGOC is currently hand maiden* to the petroleum industry. It needs knowledgeable
 public citizens .
 
                                                                                                          Respectfully,
 
 
                                                                                                            Arthur Y. Sakakura
                                                                                                             3420 Longwood Ave.
                                                                                                              Boulder 80305
                                                                                                              (303)494-1940
                                                                                                               asakakura@q.com
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From: Rick Martin
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fracking 2016
Date: Thursday, March 28, 2013 10:42:42 AM
Attachments: To Editor032813.doc

File Attached

 

Thank you

 

Patent Law Offices of Rick Martin, P.C.

 

Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 1839

Longmont, CO 80502

 

Physical Address:

3341 Larkspur Dr.

Longmont, CO 80502

 

Phone: (303) 651-2177

Fax: (303) 772-3163

 

mailto:rmartin@patentcolorado.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
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March 28, 2013

RICK MARTIN, Reg. Pat. Atty, CO & FL


CARTER GILMER, Reg. Pat. Atty, Of Counsel


Tricia Brzostowicz, Reg. Pat Agent


Technical Specialists


ARMAND (A.J.) FERRARO, M.E.E.


ROB BIRT, Graphic Artist


Letter To Editor


Open Forum


PO Box 299


Longmont, CO 80502


RE:
Fracking 2016

Where Does GOP go From Here? 2016



Marco Rubio was recently seen holding a bottle of water and frantically rowing a boat back to Cuba!  He actually is leading a flotilla of elitist un-Americans on a buying trip!  The upper one tenth of one percent are off to buy Cuba from Castro!  They will all have a dozen maids, a dozen young mistresses, plenty of fresh fish and veggies, great yachting and absolutely no loyalty to the United States military (just like Uncle Romney).  They will lend money to America’s 100 million food stamp recipients, half of whom owe another $150,000 in student loans.  But with no jobs in an unproductive nation, over half of America’s college grads are unemployed or at minimum wage.  White man welfare here we are!



So the trust fund oil, mining and agricultural money will entwine the lives of “Middle Class” educated families – all their lives.  Instead of just paying forever interest on your house – you will do the same for your cars, food and clothes.  Impossible to save.  Impossible to climb the economic ladder.  Reagan’s Trickle Down Theory has finally resonated through educated people, that it was always a farce.  Rich folk who choose to live occasionally in one of their American homes, will live in a fortress suburb.  Drones, constant large clip ammunition weapons are carried everywhere by private guards.  A new dog breed has been developed to sniff out anyone with debt.  These Elite Terriers bark at anyone with a student loan or, a Cuba Republican loan.  They have not quite got it down yet.  But rumor has it they will soon be able to sniff out the penniless on food stamps, 100 million of them.



Yes, the Republicans stand prominent in County elections like Vail, Aspen, Greenwich Connecticut and Palm Beach.  However, they are absent in national elections.  They really pay fewer taxes then ever because most of their wealth has been spirited to Africa, Brazil, South Korea, Russia and even China.



The internet provides perfect cover for these Capitalist Monopolists to continue their world slavery campaign, organized to the tee.  Yet invisible.  Of course there is the issue of inspiring their offspring to be un-American, super rich, a man without a cause, but for his own selfish power satisfaction (Gossip).  I own all the sugar coming out of Republican Cuba!  That’s nothing.  I get a nickel for every sneaker coming out of South Korea!  Hog wash – we still control the world’s oil and gas – and we have destroyed every alternative energy effort like wind, solar, bio-mass, nuclear.  See Solyndra, Tsunami Japan, and no nuke Germany.  We killed JFK who threatened taxing us fairly by his threat to cut the oil depletion allowance.  And we’ll kill any lobbyist foolish enough to take up that cause.



Now with FRACKING we will dominate all energy production for a hundred years.  Then we will sell the only drinking water in America from our desalinization plants.  Another monopoly!  Who can live without water?  Exactly!  And we will destroy most of America’s natural water in twenty years.  Guess what baby.  We are the only ones with enough fuel to power those seaside desalinators.  Whoopee!  Monopoly Capitalism works.


Sincerely,


Rick Martin



From: wendyleonard@comcast.net
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Oil and Gas
Date: Thursday, March 28, 2013 2:22:06 PM

Dear Commissioner Jones,

As a co-founder of Erie Rising, Inc. and mother of four small children, I am
extremely concerned about the potential harm to our environment and ultimately
our health if oil and gas operations continue as they do in Colorado.  Six months
ago, my family moved out of Erie after learning that we had 21 (twenty-one)
producing wells within a half mile of our front door. My husband and I were not
willing to take any short or long term risks at the expense of our health or that of
our children's living so close to these operations. 

We know that these operations are negatively impacting our air (ozone). We also
know that there are on average 1-2 spills/releases per day in Colorado, mostly due
to human error and equipment failure. One in four of these spills is impacting our
ground or surface water. What are we doing to improve this situation for the people
of Colorado? For the future of our land, water and air?

The oil and gas industry is proud that they are creating cheap energy and providing
jobs, but at what expense?

I am also writing to ask that you please, if allowed, defer to Shane Davis for the oil
and gas debate on April 1st, 2013.

Please stand up for us, our children and for Colorado.

Sincerely,

Wendy Leonard, MS, RD
Vice President, Erie Rising, Inc.
960 Eldorado Lane
Louisville, CO 80027
804-304-6257

mailto:wendyleonard@comcast.net
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Larry Miloshevich
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: analysis of shale gas leakage rates
Date: Friday, March 29, 2013 9:53:01 AM

Dear Commissioners, especially Elise Jones:

I would like to pass along to you, for your general knowledge and for potential use
during the upcoming fracking debate with the Governor, the following excellent
analysis of  leakage rates from unconventional shale gas as compared to
conventional.  As you know, one argument often used to justify the "full speed
ahead, damn the torpedoes" attitude toward shale gas development is that it burns
much cleaner than coal and therefore is an essential "bridge fuel" for addressing
climate change.  The main conclusion of the analysis is that unless there is
considerable more regulation to reduce leakage, fracked gas is no better than coal in
terms of global warming potential, and it doesn't deserve to be thought of as
a "bridge fuel".  It is important in both your decision-making and in the upcoming
debate to destroy the myth that all natural gas is cleaner than coal, when production
and not just combustion are considered.  

       http://skepticalscience.com/fracking-and-methane.html

Larry Miloshevich, Lafayette
303-665-9707

mailto:larry@milo-scientific.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
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From: larrybox@comcast.net
To: rollie.heath.senate@state.co.us; mike.foote.house@state.co.us; Boulder County Board of Commissioners;

dennis.coombs@ci.longmont.co.us; jzaych@bouldercounty.org
Subject: Encana Offer for Oil and Gas Lease
Date: Sunday, March 31, 2013 4:18:48 PM
Attachments: image001.png

March 31, 2013

Ms. Shelia Friwer,
CPL
Land Negotiator

Encana Oil & Gas
(USA) INC.

370 17th St, Suite
1700

Denver, CO 80202
P 303-623-2300

 

Larry J. Box

Dianna N. Box 
7224 Nebraska Way
Longmont, CO 80504-
8441
e-mail
larrybox@comcast.net
P 303-684-0321

CC:

Senator Mark Udall

United States Senator for
Colorado

Hart Office Building Suite SH-
328 
Washington, D.C. 20510

 

Congressman Jared Polis
Colorado's Second
Congressional
District Washington, D.C.
Office 
1433 Longworth House Office
Building 
Washington, DC 20515

 

Colorado Senator Rollie Heath

18th District Boulder 

rollie.heath.senate@state.co.us

 

Colorado Representative Mike
Foote

12th District, Boulder
E-mail:
mike.foote.house@state.co.us

Boulder County Commissioners

Cindy Domenico, Deb Gardner,
and Elise Jones

commissioners@bouldercounty.org

 

Longmont Mayor Dennis Coombs 
P (303) 651-8602

dennis.coombs@ci.longmont.co.us

 

Jeff Zayach, MS 
Public Health Director 
Boulder County Public Health 
jzaych@co.boulder.co.us

 

Matt Sebastian, City Editor

Boulder Camera

PO Box 591

Boulder, CO 80306

Offer for Oil and Gas Lease

Dear Ms. Frazier:

Thank you for your letter dated March 26, 2013 regarding Encana’s offer for an oil
and gas lease on our property.  Encana wrote on this same topic on June 5, 2012 and
we responded on June 7, 2012.  The following is a portion of the response to your
June 5, 2012 letter.

mailto:larrybox@comcast.net
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mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
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mailto:jzaych@bouldercounty.org
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mailto:mike.foote.house@state.co.us
http://www.bouldercounty.org/gov/officials/Pages/domenico.aspx
http://www.bouldercounty.org/gov/officials/Pages/gardner.aspx
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We are adamantly opposed to all aspects of this project.  In addition, we generally
oppose any new well-fracking-operations in Boulder County.  Because it could
potentially have a negative impact on our property at 7224 Nebraska Way, Longmont,
Colorado, we are specifically opposed to any well project that would include well-
fraking-operations that could potentially cause fracked-strata on private or public land
within 10 miles of our property at 7224 Nebraska Way.

Our view is essentially unchanged, except that fracking risks are now
better documented than they were previously.  I am not opposed to fracking under
any and all conditions but I am opposed to it near areas that are currently inhabited. 
For those areas that are not currently inhabited, appropriate safeguards should be
observed for wildlife and the environment in general,  Fracking risks are real, see
examples documented in the March 2013 National Geographic article.

I think the National Geographic article presents a reasonable balance between the
risks and benefits of fracking.  If you have not had a chance to review the article I
suggest that you do so; if you do not have ready access to this issue of National
Geographic let know and I will make a copy of the article for you.

One of the potential benefits of fracking is that it could offer us a reprieve on the
urgency of developing healthier and more environmentally friendly methods of
providing for our energy needs.  Sadly, fracking is unlikely to bring this potential
benefit.  This quotation is from the National Geographic article.

That technology, stunning enough in itself, coupled with shifts in the marketplace that
favor exploiting deposits that are harder, and therefore more expensive, to tap has
convinced some experts that the carbon-based economy can continue much longer
than they’d imagined.  Billionaire oilman and Bakken pioneer Harold Hamm argues
that the assumption we’re running out of oil and gas is false.  America, in his view,
needs a national policy based on abundance, one that doesn’t favor developing
renewable sources of energy.  Either way, you’re not likely to hear anyone in the oil
patch mention what’s ultimately at stake if we keep burning fossil fuels with abandon.

“Climate change?” Connell [truck driver quoted in the article] says,  “We don’t talk
about that here:’

It seems that too often we have become creatures of greed; no matter how much we
have it is not enough.  You state in your letter that according to Colorado Statue you
will force us into “compulsory pooling” if we do not surrender to your terms.  You may
or may not actually have that privilege.  Keep in mind that this is our property.  We
doubt that you can arbitrarily tell us what you will pay, under what conditions will
follow, and with what if any guarantee of safeguards you will offer—if that is true,
specific and immediate changes in legislation are in order.



If Boulder County elects to approve your drilling requests and it is indeed covered
under Federal statute, Colorado statute we will comply, but we do not accept that you
can unilaterally set the price and conditions.  Assuming that you are meeting all
Federal, Colorado, and Boulder County requirements we will accept the following
compensation and safeguard guarantees for your right to drill/frack under our
property: Quadruple the  Bonus benefits from $770 to $3,080, double the Royalty
benefits from 1/6 to 1/3  with no change in Drill Costs of $0, as outlined under your
“Leased” option in your March 20, 2013 letter.  In addition to the monetary
compensation you agree and assurance with proof that you have in place an
insurance policy to triple-cover any damages to our property with a maximum of
$1,500,000 for property damage and a health damage maximum of $10,000,000,
both conditions are to be after legal fees. This policy is to be in place at the start of
drilling activity and continued for 10 years after the well is exhausted and capped,
and funded in a manner that assures protection even if your company goes bankrupt
or is purchased and incorporated into another company. 

If you agree to these terms, any funds received from this action will be set aside for
our three youngest grandsons’ college education. 

Hopefully we can start to bring under control big corporations and individuals-with-
more-than-their-need’s often demonstrated penchant for rolling over private citizens
for the benefit of the wealthy and or corporate economic gain while passing the risks
on to individuals and citizens in general.

Take care.  I wish you well.

Best regards,

 

 

 

Larry J. Box

Dianna N. Box

(Original signed)

 

 

 

 



From: East BoCo United
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: East Boulder County United Resolution to the Boulder County Commissioners To Ban Hydraulic Fracturing In

Boulder County
Date: Monday, April 01, 2013 11:54:43 AM

 

East Boulder County United Resolution to the Boulder County Commissioners To Ban
Hydraulic Fracturing In Boulder County

 

Whereas: The process of natural gas extraction otherwise known as hydraulic
fracturing has proven to be an inherently dangerous process that threatens all
aspects of human and environmental health, property values, air and water quality,
and the safety of farms, open space, and entire communities.

 

And Whereas: The science relating to the full impacts of hydraulic fracturing either
demonstrates conclusively the inherent threat of this process or is still yet to be
written.

 

And Whereas: The communities of Colorado have increasingly spoken out against
the process of hydraulic fracturing, and as of March 6, 2013, the cities of Longmont
and Fort Collins banned fracking entirely within their city limits, protecting a
population numbering nearly a quarter of a million people.

 

And Whereas: The public knowledge of the issue parallels a growing desire to
protect our homes, communities, agricultural areas and natural environment from
the permanently destructive effects of hydraulic fracturing.

 

And Whereas: The oil and gas industry and their staunchest defender Governor John
Hickenlooper is acting in a manner that is scientifically irresponsible, politically
isolated, and hostile to the common good and democratic will of the people of
Colorado.

 

And Whereas: Boulder County Colorado now stands to see as many as 1800 new
natural gas wells should the oil and gas industry be permitted to drill on our lands.

 

And Whereas: The protection of public health and safety, the exercising of the
democratic community will, and the preservation of all areas of our quality of life,
environmental leadership, and survival and sustainability are the direct responsibility

mailto:eastbocounited@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


of our elected leaders.

 

Therefore Be It Resolved: That the East Boulder County United now calls upon the
Boulder County Commissioners to honor the public health and safety of Boulder
County, our lands, our environmental leadership, and our free and democratic will in
permanently banning the process of hydraulic fracturing from Boulder County.

 

And Therefore Be It Resolved: That the East Boulder County United additionally calls
upon the Boulder County Commissioners to assist us in educating our public further
through official forums, community outreach, and mobilizations of the population
toward statewide events, demonstrations, and further efforts to change the law of
Colorado to reflect a statewide ban on hydraulic fracturing.

 

And Therefore Be It Resolved: That to achieve these goals, the East Boulder County
United, will now embark on a campaign to ensure these ends within Boulder
County.  We will do this to ensure our public and environmental safety, and the
democratic wishes of our people, and will hold the Commissioners directly
responsible for their actions on hydraulic fracturing in Boulder County

 



From: Albert A Bartlett
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fw: Arkansas Oil Spill - According to Law it was Not Oil,exempting Exxon from cleanup dues
Date: Wednesday, April 03, 2013 3:59:54 PM

Dear Friends,
 
The story below indicates the sort of thing we are bound to
face as the oil and gas industries become stronger and more
influential in Boulder County.
 
With best wishes,
 
Sincerely,
 
AL
 

Albert A. Bartlett; Professor Emeritus of Physics
University of Colorado at Boulder, CO; 80309-0390
Phone, Department Office; (303) 492-6952
Home; 2935 19th Street, Boulder, CO; 80304-2719
Phone; (303) 443-0595; FAX; (303) 449-9440
E-Mail; Albert.Bartlett@Colorado.EDU
 
See Website: AlBartlett.ORG
****************************************************
----- Original Message -----
From: Jim Baldauf
To: talk@aspousa.org
Sent: Wednesday, April 03, 2013 11:40 AM
Subject: Arkansas Oil Spill - According to Law it was Not Oil,exempting Exxon from cleanup
dues

 
http://rt.com/usa/arkansas-spill-exxon-cleanup-244/

US law says no 'oil' spilled in Arkansas,
exempting Exxon from cleanup dues
Published time: April 02, 2013 23:41
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The central Arkansas spill caused by Exxon’s aging Pegasus pipeline has reportedly unleashed
10,000 barrels of Canadian heavy crude - but a technicality says it's not oil, letting the energy
giant off the hook from paying into a national cleanup fund.

Legally speaking, diluted bitumen like the heavy crude that's overrun Mayflower, Arkansas, is
not classified as 'oil'. And it's that very distinction that exempts Exxon from contributing to the
government's oil spillage cleanup fund.

ExxonMobil has already confirmed that the compromised pipeline was transporting “low-quality
Wabasca Heavy crude” from Canada’s Alberta region. That particular form of crude must be
diluted with lighter fluids to evenly flow through a pipeline - it also contains large quantities of
bitumen (commonly known as asphalt).

Companies that transport oil are required to pay $.08 per barrel into the Oil Spill Liability Trust
Fund. The cash is used by the US government to respond to oil spills. But there's a catch -
Exxon is exempt from paying into the fund, because its pipelines aren't considered to be
carrying "conventional oil." However, it's that very fund that is responsible for cleaning up
Exxon's mess.

"Exxon, like all companies shipping toxic tar sands, doesn’t have to pay into the fund that will
cover most of the clean up costs for the pipeline’s inevitable spills,” Oil Change
International, which has brought attention on the strange legal exemption, said in a Tuesday
statement.

http://www.commondreams.org/newswire/2013/04/02
http://www.commondreams.org/newswire/2013/04/02


Spilled crude oil is seen in a drainage ditch near Starlite Road in Mayflower, Arkansas March
31, 2013 (Reuters / Jacob Slaton)

The strange exemption of heavy bitumen crude from classification as oil dates back to a time
when the extraction of tar sands on a large scale was thought improbable with technology
available at the time. However, while oil companies developed the means to transform
Canadian tar sands into a booming energy sector, the legal definition of oil remained the same.

Funds from that same fund have already helped to clean up another spill caused by a ruptured
pipeline. In 2010, more than 1 million barrels of diluted bitumen (crude oil) were spilled into
the Kalamazoo River. To make matters worse, unlike conventional crude oil, bitumen heavy
crude sinks. The ensuing environmental impact has made that Michigan spill the most
expensive in US history, as toxic substances seeped into the surrounding soil.

There is also the fear that bitumen heavy crude could be more corrosive to pipelines than
conventional crude. Lorne Stockman, research director at Oil Change International, told
ThinkProgress that it’s past time for the law to be changed:

"The question is why we should continue this exemption given that it's clear tar sands oil is
more likely to spill because it's more corrosive... and more and more tar sand is coming into
the US.”



For its part the oil industry disputes the claim, and has produced scientific impact research that
does not reflect higher corrosion by transporting bitumen heavy crude.

Judge Allen Dodson of Arkansas’ Faulkner County seemed to reflect the concerns of those
impacted by the latest spill of heavy bitumen crude, saying: “Crude oil is crude oil. None of it is
real good to touch.”



From: Sam Schabacker
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Letter from Protect Our Colorado
Date: Friday, April 05, 2013 8:43:56 AM
Attachments: Protect Our Colorado Boulder County Letter.pdf

Dear Boulder County Commissioners-

Please find below a letter from Protect Our Colorado and our member organizations
regarding fracking in Boulder County.

Please let us know if you have any questions or feedback.

Thanks,

Sam

__________________________________
Sam Schabacker
Mountain West Region Director
Food & Water Watch
720-449-7505
www.foodandwaterwatch.org

mailto:sschabacker@fwwatch.org
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
http://www.protectourcolorado.org/
http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/



 
Dear Boulder County Commissioners, 
 
We, Protect Our Colorado, are a statewide coalition of Colorado community 
organizations, farmers, faith groups, businesses, and environmental organizations; we call 
for a statewide ban on hydraulic fracturing.  We write to you in solidarity with our 
member organizations that are based in Boulder County, and with all the residents of the 
county who wish to prevent this dangerous industrial process from encroaching further 
into Boulder County. 
 
We recognize that significant county resources have been invested in dealing with this 
issue, and we realize that Boulder County operates under different legal constraints than a 
home rule city does.  
 
We hope and trust that you will duly consider our request below, whose purpose is to 
express our support for your taking a stronger stance to protect Boulder County's 
residents, its land, its ecosystems, and its economy. 
 
We ask you to strongly encourage the Colorado Assembly to pass legislation that clarifies 
to the courts that local governments have the authority to determine where and if 
hydraulic fracturing may take place within their jurisdictions.  
 
We also request that you either pass an ordinance prohibiting the practice within Boulder 
County before you lift the present moratorium, or refer to the voters of Boulder County a 
measure to this effect, while extending the moratorium until such measure can be voted 
upon by the county's residents. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Protect Our Colorado 
 







From: Maggie
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fw: You Can Help Protect The Public From Fracking!
Date: Tuesday, April 09, 2013 1:01:54 PM
Importance: High

THIS IS THE E-MAIL I MEAN TO SEND!  NOTE – THIS TARGETS SENSITIVE
COUNTIES THAT ARE BEING OVERRUN WITH FRACKING!
 
Maggie Schafer
 
From: Gary Wockner - Clean Water Action
Sent: Tuesday, April 9, 2013 12:31 PM
To: feline@wyo2u.com
Subject: You Can Help Protect The Public From Fracking!
 

Dear Margaret,

I know we can count on you to take action today!

You know that the recent oil and gas boom in Colorado has brought drilling and
fracking increasingly closer to homes, schools and neighborhoods. But what are the
impacts to our health and quality of life? Across the Front Range, people like you
are raising concerns about having a heavy industrial process as close as 500 feet
away from our homes and schools. You can help us learn more – support a human
health assessment on the impacts of oil and gas drilling today! 

There are hundreds of reported spills each year that pollute surface waters and soil
with known carcinogenic chemicals. We know well heads emit harmful volatile
organic compounds like benzene. Scientific studies indicate that cancer causing air
emissions may impact the health of people living a half mile from drill sites. It’s
time for a comprehensive study.

House Bill 1275 would direct the Colorado Department of Public Health and
Environment to conduct a review of existing epidemiological data regarding the
effects of oil and gas operations on human health in Boulder, Weld, Larimer, and
Arapahoe County. Clean Water Action supports HB 1275 and we know you do.
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Contact your lawmakers today and ask for their support. 

HB 1275 will be voted on in the Health, Insurance, and Environment committee in
the State House of Representatives this Thursday, May 11th. You can make the
difference - contact committee members and ask them to support HB 1275 and to
protect our communities from the negative impacts of drilling and fracking. 

Take action today!

Thank you for your support!

Gary Wockner
Colorado Program Director

Denver Office
1536 Wynkoop Street | Suite B-400 | Denver | CO | 80202 |

303.405.6755

National Office
1010 Vermont Ave | Suite 400 | Washington D.C. | 20005 |

202.895.0420
You are receiving this message because you or someone using your e-
mail address, feline@wyo2u.com, gave us permission to send it. Not

interested anymore? unsubscribe now.
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From: Albert A Bartlett
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fw: Report on Fracked Natural Gas Wells
Date: Wednesday, April 10, 2013 10:58:19 AM

Dear Friends,

Here is a report of background information on fracked gas wells that may be
of interest.

With thanks and best wishes, I am,

Sincerely yours,

Albert A. Bartlett; Professor Emeritus of Physics
University of Colorado at Boulder, CO; 80309-0390
Phone, Department Office; (303) 492-6952
Home; 2935 19th Street, Boulder, CO; 80304-2719
Phone; (303) 443-0595; FAX; (303) 449-9440
E-Mail; Albert.Bartlett@Colorado.EDU

See Website: AlBartlett.ORG
****************************************************
----- Original Message -----
From: "Albert A Bartlett" <albert.bartlett@COLORADO.EDU>
To: <PHYSOC@LISTSERV.UARK.EDU>
Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2013 12:50 PM
Subject: Report on Fracked Natural Gas Wells

Dear Friends,

Here is a sobering report on the production history of natural gas wells
that are fracked.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

Albert A. Bartlett; Professor Emeritus of Physics
University of Colorado at Boulder, CO; 80309-0390
Phone, Department Office; (303) 492-6952
Home; 2935 19th Street, Boulder, CO; 80304-2719
Phone; (303) 443-0595; FAX; (303) 449-9440
E-Mail; Albert.Bartlett@Colorado.EDU

See Website: AlBartlett.ORG
****************************************************

Beyond the boom, unanswered questions about the life of new wells
http://www.eenews.net/energywire/2013/02/12/1
Peter Behr,
E&E reporter Published: Tuesday,
February 12, 2013

Second in a series. See the first part here.

mailto:albert.bartlett@colorado.edu
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
http://www.eenews.net/energywire/2013/02/12/1


'There's no way to tell' how much gas the U.S. can produce
http://www.eenews.net/energywire/2013/02/11/archive/1

As energy companies began to sink horizontal wells into the Barnett Shale of
north-central Texas a decade ago, a distinctive production curve appeared
that has become a strong visual symbol in the debate about the future of the
vast U.S. shale gas resources.

Gas production shot up to 1,600 million cubic feet per day in the first
three months of an average Barnett well's life -- four times the top output
level for conventional, vertically drilled wells, according to IHS Inc., a
leading energy analysis firm.

And then just as quickly, production plunged. After a year's time, output
had dropped by half, to 800 million cubic feet daily. The number was down to
200 million cubic feet daily after seven years.

That steeply spiked decline curve with its shrinking tail end is a signature
of other U.S. shale plays, a picture that figures critically in the question
of how much natural gas will flow in decades to come. The initial burst of
new gas from horizontal shale gas wells gives a dramatic boost to supply.
But the thinning deliveries in the out years mean that new wells, or
reworked old ones, are required to maintain supply.

The issue is, will gas prices be high enough to pay for the continuing
exploration, drilling and infrastructure that will be required to keep a
growing supply of natural gas coming over decades from shale plays with
their distinctive characteristics?

"The bottom line is that there is substantial natural gas" still to be
produced from Barnett, said Scott Tinker, director of the University of
Texas, Austin's Bureau of Economic Geology, which is probing the prospects
of Barnett's shale gas production. He sees plenty of projects coming along
in the next few years, even at $4 gas.

"Is there 100 years? Not in the Barnett, unless technology radically changes
and/or price goes up tremendously. There is a lot of gas in the Barnett
still, but you'd need a very high price to get it or completely different
technology.

"So the question is really, at a certain price, how many more wells can be
drilled in the field. That limits you to a certain quality of rock. At a
higher price, you could open up more of the lower-quality," he said. His
team's model, to be released this spring, will allow analysts to assume a
certain price, and other key factors, and get a production estimate from a
field under that scenario.

While there are still unknowns about the size of the U.S. shale gas
resource, the estimates of potential future production are even more chancy,
experts agree, given the intersecting imponderables of gas prices, drillers'
profits, technology advances and investment strategies in years to come.

The unanswered questions overhang today's debates about exporting liquefied
natural gas and becoming overly dependent on natural gas for electricity
production. Today's cheap shale gas is pushing more costly energy sources -- 
nuclear, renewables and biofuels -- further toward the sidelines, making
some officials and experts worry about an overdependence on gas.

The sharp inflection points for shale gas wells result from the unique
characteristics of the shale gas resource and the methods of producing it,

http://www.eenews.net/energywire/2013/02/11/archive/1


noted John Staub, who heads the oil and gas estimates for the Energy
Information Administration. Drillers force water and chemicals under high
pressure deep into the earth, fracturing shale rock to create pathways for
confined gas or oil to move to well pipes. As pressure drops and the initial
flows peter out, the exploration and production company must wait to see
what else comes, or drill a new nearby well, or refrack the old one.

"Until you get past that change in slope, you can't quite know what the tail
is going to look like. You need 24 months, three years of data, four years
of data to get to that point," Staub said. Most shale gas wells are just
approaching that age.

Gauging a productive well's life

The only shale gas play with a decade's track record is the Barnett Shale,
found more than a mile below the Dallas-Fort Worth region, where the
pioneering work of George Mitchell and his Mitchell Energy Co. established
the potential of horizontal drilling and hydraulic fracturing.

Shale gas production took off in the Barnett formation around 2005, and by
the next year, production totaled 3.1 billion cubic feet a day, a
significant fraction of the nation's consumption, averaging 23 bcf per day.
The total jumped to 5.6 bcf in 2011 before flattening out last year,
according to Bentek Energy reports. January production from Barnett dropped
to about 5.3 bcf, said Bentek analyst Ryan Smith.

The economic impact has been dramatic. Gas production from the Barnett Shale
added $133 billion to the Texas economy in 2008 alone and has helped create
more than 99,000 jobs, according to the industry-supported
energyfromshale.com.

Texas counties with producing wells in the Barnett Shale. Map courtesy of
the Texas Railroad Commission.
"We don't expect a really steep decline. It should be fairly flat for the
next five years," Bentek's Smith said. The flattened production results from
a sharp reduction in drilling activity, itself the result of low prices, he
said. "We believe there are ample drilling locations still in Barnett." But
how much of the gas can be profitably produced at natural gas prices below
$4 or $6 per thousand cubic feet -- the most common forecast for prices
levels in this decade?

Tinker's team at the University of Texas, Austin, is seeking that answer.
While Barnett's life has limits, the picture isn't complete unless you add
in other basins across the United States where shale gas lies, Tinker said.
Stack them together and you get a portfolio of prospects. "And that probably
is at least a 50-year, and more likely a 100-year picture. Somewhere in
there," he said.

"You have a well, and it has a certain shape of decline. You have a basin,
and that's a collection of wells that have been drilled through time. The
basin's performance history doesn't look like the decline for a single well
because you're stacking a bunch of wells in. Oftentimes, a simplistic
mistake that is made is to say the basin is going to decline the way a well
does," Tinker said.

Arthur Berman sees it differently. A frequently quoted skeptic of the shale
boom, Berman runs Labryinth Consulting in Sugarland, Texas.

About three-quarters of the expected ultimate production from a Barnett



Shale well is produced within a well's first five years of life, he said.
That indicates a commercial life of less than 15 years, half the productive
life of conventional wells.

Could there be positive surprises? "The only way that could be is if a well
starts out at high rate, and stabilizes quickly," Berman said.

"If you start at 10 million cubic feet a day and it levels out for a long
time at 3 million to 4 million, that's going to be substantial. That's not
what we've seen so far," he said. "Based on what we know, in Barnett,
Haynesville, Fayetteville, I'm going to tell you the probability of that is
very close to zero," he said, naming shale plays in Louisiana and Arkansas.
"By the time you get to the tail, the volume is very small."

"In Utica, Marcellus, maybe those have a different decline curve," he said
of the Appalachian shale plays. "Then, great. That's a whole new ballgame.
But based on what we know, I don't see the tails having a lot of value."

"Who finances the production in the tail?" asks consultant Richard Nehring,
president of Nehring Associates Inc. in Colorado Springs, Colo. Who will pay
several million dollars to refrack a well if the original well has pulled
out the best production from a "sweet spot"? "If you haven't made your money
back in three years, or five, you're not going to," he predicts.

Hope from surge of research, technology

The current approaches to re-fracking in the Barnett are only economic in a
limited number of cases, Tinker reports.

"To some degree, people are speculating about what happens in second five
years, 10 years and beyond. Because this is fairly new development, it's
hard -- even in the Barnett," Nehring said.

"We do not have a lot of low-cost gas. We have a reasonable amount of
moderate cost gas and quite a bit of high cost gas, anything above $8 to
$10" per one thousand cubic feet, Nehring said. He estimates that perhaps 5
to 10 percent of the nation's vast potential gas supply can be developed at
current prices for natural gas of below $4 per thousand cubic feet.

Tinker said pessimistic outlooks for shale gas do not take account of gains
in horizontal drilling and fracking methods and technology, which are
improving results. The most experienced drilling companies have reported
lengthening horizontal legs into shale rock, increasing production. Average
drilling times are declining, lowering average well costs, industry
officials say.

The potential of the shale gas resource is attracting a surge of research,
Tinker said. Improved artificial proppants, required to keep open fractured
spaces for oil and gas movement, are getting better and cheaper, he said.
Research at the university's Advanced Energy Consortium includes work on
nanoparticles introduced with proppants in the fracking process, to give a
clear picture of oil and gas flows.

"These technologies are changing so fast," said economist Alan Krupnick,
director of Resources for the Future's Center for Energy Economics and
Policy. "It's an art form on how to get the most gas out of a given well,
and we are still in the relatively early stages of learning how to do this.

"It's not worth getting so much into the weeds on an individual set of
estimates, because they are likely to be wrong," added Krupnick, who heads



an RFF study of shale gas development.

Based on technology changes, which go in one direction, the estimates are
likely to be low, he said. "We may also find out some things that lead us to
think that we're overestimating, for example, if the decline curves fell
more rapidly than we expect.

"Eventually, natural gas prices are going up," he said. Oil prices may come
down. Both will interact with changing prices for renewable energy, and
advances in energy conservation. Drillers' innovations will lower costs.
Unproductive geology may raise costs. Fracking water supplies may become
scarce or regulations may shrink opportunities.

"The right question is, how expensive is natural gas going to be relative to
alternatives, and what does that portend for other things we care about like
energy security, environmental quality and climate change?" Krupnick
concludes. The answers will come on their own timetables.



From: Ginger Ikeda
To: #LandUsePlanner; Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Pennsylvania judgement worth noting
Date: Monday, April 15, 2013 11:01:35 AM

Thank you for giving this your attention:
http://truth-out.org/news/item/15721-pennsylvania-court-deals-blow-to-secrecy-
obsessed-fracking-industry1

-- 
Ginger

SHARE THE ROAD :)
Riders: Be Bright and Be Seen; Rules of the Road
Drivers: Put down the @%$ cell phone and Save a Life; 3 Feet Between; Pass <15
mph above bike's speed.  THANKS!

"Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It's
not!"
-Dr. Seuss

“It takes courage to grow up and become who you really are.” 
-ee cummings

mailto:ginger.ikeda@gmail.com
mailto:LandUsePlanner@bouldercounty.org
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
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From: Alexia Parks
To: council@bouldercolorado.gov
Cc: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Here"s the link to my comment: Judge rules: Corporations Are Not "Persons."
Date: Wednesday, April 17, 2013 9:59:51 AM

Fracking damages awarded a single family: $750,000. This historic ruling impacts
150 lawsuits now underway in eight states. 

Quoting the 1776 Pennsylvania Constitution, Judge Debbie O'Dell-Seneca makes
history. "it is axiomatic that corporations, companies, and partnerships have no
'spiritual nature,' 'feelings,''intellect,' 'beliefs,' 'thoughts,''emotions,' or 'sensations,'
because they do not exist in the manner that humankind exists... They cannot be 'let
alone' by government, because...."

Here is the link to my Huffington Post blog that I referenced in the April 16th Council
meeting on municipalization.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/alexia-parks/heroic-women-judge-
debbie_b_3082265.html

Alexia Parks 
303-443-3697
973 5th Street
Boulder, CO 80302
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From: Frederica Acora
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Re: extend the moratorium on fracking
Date: Thursday, April 18, 2013 7:31:23 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

You have heard many, many stories from people in our community who are negatively affected by
fracking and the oil and gas industry.
I'm asking that you extend the moratorium on fracking in Boulder County for at least 2 years.

We need to have all the research completed on health and environmental impacts before ANY leases be
issued. Those studies will not be completed by June 10th.

Let's do the right thing for the people you represent and consider the Rights of Nature.

If a power system is corrupt, it is time to stop it. This is the opportunity.

Sincerely,
Frederica Acora

mailto:freddiacora@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Sage Hamilton
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: extend moratorium
Date: Thursday, April 18, 2013 7:31:42 AM

On June 10, 2013, the moratorium that has given us a temporary pause on
fracking in Boulder County ends. I support the  Boulder County Commissioners  to
extend the moratorium for at least two years to obtain adequate health assessment
and environmental impact studies. There are at least six major multi-year research
studies in the works and we need this research before we can consider moving
forward on fracking.

sage hamilton
resident since 1987
1545 upland ave
boulder 80304

mailto:sagewaye@q.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Kathie Johannes
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Please etend the moratorium on fracking to allow more time for the reasearch to be completed. Please don"t

cave to pressure from the oil/gas industry. Please support our land and our ability to continue to inhabit this
land, and to hold it trust for ou...

Date: Thursday, April 18, 2013 6:34:38 PM

mailto:kjohannes4@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Jan kelly
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fracking
Date: Thursday, April 18, 2013 8:41:48 PM

Dear Commissioners,
     Please extend the moratorium on fracking in Boulder County!!  We
need more data as to its safety and the potential damage to water
sources.  Thank you for listening!
Jan Kelly

mailto:janniesuekelly@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: jjkrollsroyce@gmail.com on behalf of John Kelly
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Cc: Meredith Crowell
Subject: fracking
Date: Thursday, April 18, 2013 9:33:41 PM

Dear County Commissioners,
      Please extend the moratorium  on fracking for at least two years so adequate
environmental studies can be made to insure the health of the planet and the people
that live on it.  Thank you.  If you would like to discuss this with me please call me. 
303-591-1608.
Sincerely, 
     John Kelly

mailto:jjkrollsroyce@gmail.com
mailto:john@bouldervalleyre.com
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From: Mike Taylor
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Date: Friday, April 19, 2013 10:21:30 AM

Boulder County Commissioners,

As June 10 quickly approaches, it is time to begin considering extending the fracking
moratorium in Boulder County. The Colorado School of Public Health found a 66%
increase in cancer rates from within one half mile of a fracking well in Garfield
County. We need more information on how fracking in Boulder County will affect
public health.

Please extend the moratorium at least one year.

Michael Taylor
1512 Bluefield Ave
Longmont, CO  80504
m.taylor450@yahoo.com

mailto:m.taylor450@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


From: Maggie
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fw: Your backyard
Date: Tuesday, April 23, 2013 10:03:36 AM
Importance: High

You need to take not of this.  EVERYONE is fighting fracking and the residents of
Boulder County will do the same.  No matter how much O&G pays you, we will NOT
allow this to happen to our county!
 
Maggie Schafer
Boulder
 
From: Trevor Kincaid
Sent: Tuesday, April 23, 2013 9:29 AM
To: feline@wyo2u.com
Subject: Your backyard
 

Maggie,

Did you know that our neighbors are fighting to protect themselves from industrial
drilling that is moving closer to our homes and schools? 

In communities all over the West, people like you are speaking up about their concerns,
but their voices are being drowned out by the oil industry’s multimillion-dollar ad
campaigns and lobbyists. We’re trying to fight back and you can help. 

Please take two minutes to watch this video, hear their stories, and tell your
friends.

mailto:feline@wyo2u.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:info@westernpriorities.org
mailto:feline@wyo2u.com
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Westerners are demanding a balanced approach to our Western resources and lands, but
the oil industry has insisted on drilling in communities and other sensitive areas. If
enough people hear these stories about how oil and gas development is affecting
children’s health, people’s jobs, and our way of life we can make sure drilling and
fracking is done on our terms. 

If you have a story that needs to be told, please contact us at
info@westernpriorities.org. 

Sincerely,

Trevor Kincaid
Center for Western Priorities

Center for Western Priorities

Click here to unsubscribe
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From: Maggie
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; Maggie Schafer
Subject: Fracking can make people sick!
Date: Thursday, April 25, 2013 8:44:16 AM
Importance: High

Fracking is not good for Boulder County!  The evidence is piling up, more and more
counties, states, cities are winning in Court against Fracking!
 
http://ecowatch.com/2013/people-living-near-fracking-getting-sick/
 
Maggie Schafer
Boulder
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From: Maggie
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; Maggie Schafer
Subject: Boulder and fossil fuel divestment
Date: Friday, April 26, 2013 7:32:24 AM
Importance: High

The County Commissioners need to take a lesson from what Boulder is doing! It is
time to quit pandering to oil companies and standing with the people of Boulder
County – ABSOLUTELY NO FRACKING! WE DO NOT WANT THE FOSSIL FUEL
INDUSTRY IN BOULDER COUNTY EITHER!  The people of Boulder County insist that
you ban fracking!
 
 

Exciting news: Boulder Mayor Matt Applebaum just committed to
pursuing the goal of fossil fuel divestment!

This is a big deal: it means that the Mayor will make sure that Boulder
keeps its money out of companies like Exxon and Chevron. He’ll also
encourage any pension funds that provide for city employees to divest
from the fossil fuel industry.

Mayor Applebaum isn’t alone: nine other cities across the country
committed to divestment today, giving a big jolt of energy to our
growing campaign. The list includes San Francisco, CA, Richmond, CA,
Berkeley, CA, Madison, WI, Bayfield, WI, State College, PA, Ithaca, NY,
Eugene, OR, and Santa Fe, NM. Seattle, WA also committed to
divestment last fall, bringing our total to eleven.

We launched this fossil fuel divestment campaign at colleges and
universities last fall and it has already spread to over 300 campuses
across the country. Four colleges have committed to divest their
endowments and students at dozens more are meeting with their boards
of trustees to push them to take action.

Now, we’re taking the campaign off-campus. In the past few weeks,
350.org supporters across the country have launched over 100 different
local divestment campaigns. And together, we’re making an impact: just
last night, ABC Nightline ran a big interview with 350.org founder Bill
McKibben and featured the growing divestment movement.

Today’s announcement wouldn’t have been possible without your hard
work and the help of our friends at the Mayors Innovation Project and in
the City of Seattle, whose mayor, Mike McGinn, committed to fossil fuel
divestment earlier this fall and has been encouraging his colleagues to
join the cause.

Let’s be clear: the work isn’t over in Boulder. We’ll need to follow-up
with the Mayor to make sure that he continues to pursue this divestment
goal. And we’ll need to continue to build our movement for climate

mailto:feline@wyo2u.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:feline@wyo2u.com


action, locally and across the nation.

But today is a day to celebrate. Boulder, along with nine other cities
across the country, just dealt a good blow to the fossil fuel industry.
Together, they joined with us to say: enough is enough. If you’re going
to try and take away our planet, then we’re going to try and take away
your money.

 

Maggie Schafer

Boulder



From: Maggie
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; Maggie Schafer
Subject: 350 Movement Against the Fossil Fuel Industry. "Do The Math" on Climate Science
Date: Friday, April 26, 2013 8:03:35 AM
Importance: High

This is a very good presentation on climate change and the fossil fuel industry! 
FRACKING WILL INCREASE CLIMATE CHANGE AND WE DON’T WANT IT IN
BOULDER COUNTY!  Time to step up commissioners and do what the people want
you to do.  AND, FYI – if oil companies sue and win, which has not been happening
anywhere, REGULATIONS WILL NOT BE ROLLED BACK 100 YEARS!  If the county
should lose in Court, which they probably won’t if the precedents in other cases is
any indication, you are subject to the regulations in force at that time!  AND that
does not preclude instituting stricter regulations.  You  need to stop spinning this
fairy tale!  A little research went a long long way!
 
Maggie Schafer
 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qK_8sXNbVkU
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From: Maggie
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; Maggie Schafer
Subject: The evidence mounts re fracking!
Date: Friday, April 26, 2013 10:09:47 AM
Importance: High

Time to step up County Commissioners!  We do not want fracking, we do not need
fracking!
 
 
Harvard Study on Fracking Chemicals
 
http://ecowatch.com/2013/harvard-study-fracfocus-fails-disclosure-fracking-
chemicals/
 
Corporate Profit Trumps Public Health in Colorado Fracking Vote
 
http://ecowatch.com/2013/corporate-profit-trumps-public-health-in-colorado-
fracking-vote/
 
M Schafer
Boulder
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Gas Industry Representative One Day, State Regulator the Next?

Help Stop the Oil and Gas Industry Revolving Door

From: Maggie
To: Carolyn Usher
Subject: Fw: The fracking industry hates this bill
Date: Friday, April 26, 2013 12:25:45 PM
Importance: High

County Commissioners – Does this apply to you?   Campaign funding?4
 
Maggie Schafer
Boulder, CO
 
From: Sam Schabacker, Food & Water Watch
Sent: Friday, April 26, 2013 11:09 AM
To: feline@wyo2u.com
Subject: The fracking industry hates this bill
 
View this message online

Become a Member

Those Who Profit From Fracking Shouldn't Be the Ones Regulating It
Tell Your State Senator to Stop the Revolving Door

Dear Maggie,

The people who make
money from fracking
shouldn't also be the ones
regulating it. But, that's the
reality here in Colorado. Many
of the Commissioners of the
state agency charged with
protecting the public from the
harms of fracking have financial
ties to the oil and gas industry.
This is a classic example of
the fox guarding the hen
house. Will you tell your State
Senator to support legislation to
end this conflict of interest?

The Colorado State Senate is
currently considering a bill that
would help prevent people with
oil and gas industry ties from working in the state agency that regulates the practice.
Furthermore, this bill would support efforts of local communities who want to ban fracking to
protect their health, safety and property. Tell your State Senator to support this legislation today.

It's common sense: Those who profit from fracking shouldn't be in charge of
regulating it. It's a clear conflict of interest. Eliminating this conflict of interest is an
important step toward protecting our communities in Colorado. Email your State Senator and help
pass this legislation.

Join us in speaking out to end the revolving door:
http://act.foodandwaterwatch.org/site/Advocacy?
pagename=homepage&page=UserAction&id=693
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Thanks for taking action,

Sam Schabacker
Mountain West Region Director
Food & Water Watch
act(at)fwwatch(dot)org

 

Donate

Food & Water Watch is a consumer advocacy nonprofit that challenges the
corporate control of our food and water. We empower people to take action
and transform the public consciousness about what we eat and drink.

Contact Us • Visit the Website

Food & Water Watch, 1616 P Street, NW Suite 300 Washington, DC 20036 • (202) 683-2500

Manage your subscription or unsubscribe

http://act.foodandwaterwatch.org/site/R?i=2pTzb_FX0OkNzD0QWVkUcA
http://act.foodandwaterwatch.org/site/R?i=BLcgCm6TdtqImXRyKA107Q
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From: Maggie
To: Carolyn Usher; Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fw: Join the Frack Attack People"s Forum in D.C.!
Date: Tuesday, April 30, 2013 9:02:55 AM
Importance: High

It has become so obvious that the people DO NOT want fracking and will fight to keep
fracking out of our communities, counties, states!  BOULDER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
– It is time to ban fracking – we want it, we pay taxes and you need to listen to us, not
to big oil!
 
From: Lauren Pagel, EARTHWORKS
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2013 8:25 AM
To: feline@wyo2u.com
Subject: Join the Frack Attack People's Forum in D.C.!
 

Join Stop the Frack Attack's People Summit

Come to our nation's capital to tell your fracking story!

July 2012 rally and march in Washington, DC

Dear Maggie,

The Stop the Frack Attack Network is calling on fracktivists everywhere to
come to our nation's capital to tell the real story about oil and gas drilling!

Despite the dirty and dangerous drilling and fracking occurring across the United
States, many of our politicians continue to buy into the myth of the “all of the
above” energy plan, putting our health and the environment at risk, and continuing
our unnecessary dependence on fossil fuels.

The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee is holding a series of forums
on natural gas in May, none of which can fully represent the many voices impacted
by fracking.
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Sign up here to come to DC and tell your oil and gas impact story, lobby
your representatives to close federal loopholes in our major
environmental laws, and make sure that politicians know that fossil fuel
extraction is part of the problem, not the solution.

TAKE ACTION: Sign up to come to the People's Forum in DC May 21-23!

Thank you!

Lauren Pagel, Policy Director.

Instructions:

Click here to go to the sign up page.

You received this message because you are a member of the EARTHWORKS e-action list. 
Donate to EARTHWORKS | Visit your member page | Remove yourself
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From: Colin McNaughton
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: NO Frack Colorado!!
Date: Tuesday, April 30, 2013 3:15:12 PM

This cannot happen here in Boulder Clorado. It is too beautiful a place. The flatirons
are majestic landmarks that identify boulder and amaze first timers. If fracking is
allowed to take place the visibility of the beautiful landmarks will be cut in half. A
forward thinking place like Boulder should understand the importance of these
revered slabs of rock. We may not be able to stop using cars right away as they do
in Zermatt, Switzerland in order to observe the most popular landmark in the alps;
The Matterhorn. But we can take measure to mitigate the problems we already
have.

Boulder County already has cancer problems (arsenic in the creek, rocky flats dump
fallout) There is no need to add to these problems.

With love,

A potential former resident.

mailto:colinmcnaughton3@gmail.com
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From: Jesse Spiegel
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fracking Related
Date: Tuesday, April 30, 2013 3:18:59 PM

Dear Elise Jones, Deb Gardner and Cindy Domenico,

Please reconsider allowing fracking in Boulder. I have lived here for 7 years, my
brother and sister also live here. We want our parents to move here as well. 

It is very clear to me, my community of friends and family that the negative affects
of fracking are serious. The interests that would be be promoted if fracking was
allowed would not be those of your constituents. 

We are Boulder, we need to set an example. We need to take a stand with others
who have said "Not in our back yard!" 

Please support the extension of the moratorium and ultimately the ban on fracking
in Boulder.

Sincerely,
Jesse Spiegel
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From: Ollimaleya@aol.com
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: California Committee Votes to Halt Fracking | Common Dr
Date: Tuesday, April 30, 2013 6:13:27 PM

Click here: 'Huge Win': California Committee Votes to Halt Fracking | Common Dreams
 
It's too late for Weld County, but not for Boulder.  More regulation isn't what's needed, an outright ban
is needed.
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From: Stephanie Noel
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fracking moratorium
Date: Tuesday, April 30, 2013 6:28:26 PM

Dear County Commissioners,

I am concerned about the amount of fracking in our surrounding areas, especially
with recent health studies emerging about the higher rates of cancer and health
problems. I am a resident of Boulder county, a full-time nursing student, working
two jobs (both in Boulder), and I am pregnant with my first child. As many of my
fellow Boulderites, we were attracted to Boulder for the beautiful landscape, athletic
atmosphere, and progressive attitudes of the residents about the environment,
education, health, and many other issues. My husband and I would like to stay
residents of Boulder for a long time, and we would like to know that we're raising
our child(ren) in a safe environment. 

For the last year I have been following the fracking debate, listening to both sides,
and trying to sift through the "information" to understand the truth. Is it not
alarming to you that the fluids being injected into the earth and then indefinitely
stored (because it is then considered "dead" water and no longer usable) contains
chemicals that the O&G companies won't even make known to the public? Or that
the newest study from the Colorado School of Public Health found a number of
potentially toxic petroleum hydrocarbons in the air near the wells including benzene,
ethylbenzene, toluene and xylene, and that this poses a risk of up to 66% higher
cancer rates of those living within .5 mile of a fracking well? Lisa McKenzie, PhD,
MPH is the lead author of the study, and said that because much of the information
about toxic chemicals in the process aren't made available, “it is entirely possible the
risks would have been underestimated.” Yes, underestimated.

I think it would only be prudent to extend our current moratorium for the long-term
one, until more scientific studies can be conducted. If we let this moratorium pass, I
am certain that the O&G companies are going to do as much damage in as little time
as possible before more health impact studies are made available. 

Please help keep my family, neighbors' families safe.

Thank you for your time and service,
Stephanie Chrisley
80304

mailto:sugaree231@hotmail.com
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From: casadyrocks@comcast.net
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fracking
Date: Tuesday, April 30, 2013 6:51:23 PM

Hello-

 My name is Tom Nash, and I own Minglewood Food and Spirits at 1606 Conestoga
St #3 in Boulder. I strongly object to fracking, and hope that the Boulder City
Government uses the good judgement to place a moratorium on this practice
indefinitely. Longmont was successful in doing so- I see no reason Boulder should
not be able to accomplish thsi as well-

Sincerely

Tom Nash
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From: mcorazao@gmail.com on behalf of Michelle Corazao
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Please Ban Fracking
Date: Tuesday, April 30, 2013 9:35:31 PM

Hello,

I urge you to put in place a long term moratorium for more scientific study. The
information out the is alreayd horrifying. Clearly, Fracking detroys the environment
and gives people cancer. Please Ban Fracking. 

Michelle Corazao
80302
Sales Representative for Natural Pet Food
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From: Kelly Krause
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Boulder Fracking
Date: Tuesday, April 30, 2013 10:08:50 PM

Hello,
I moved to boulder a year ago. The reason why I chose my residence was to live a
healthier lifestyle.  I was always under the impression that The City of Boulder took
 extra measures to protect the surrounding environment. We live north of boulder
and use well water. As a nurse I have concerns about the health of my community
and water source. 

It concerns me that the City of Boulder has allowed private companies to use
fracking methods to extract natural gas in our city. Since there is little evidence that
tracking methods are safe. I believe we should not take the risk. 

Thank you, 
Kelly Krause BSN RN-BC
kkrausern@gmail.com
1006 Wagonwheel Gap Rd
Boulder, CO 80302
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From: Francis Rodriguez
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Ban Fracking in Boulder, CO
Date: Tuesday, April 30, 2013 10:15:05 PM

Dear Boulder Commissioners, Elise Jones, Deb Gardner and Cindy Domenico, 

   My name is Francis Rodriguez and I live in 80303 Boulder, CO. When making a
decision on fracking please keep in mind the recent scientific findings by Lisa
McKenzie from the Colorado School of Public Health, who found that residents in
Garfield County, CO, living less than or equal to half a mile from a fracking well, had
the greatest potential to develop health effects due to the subchronic exposure to air
pollutants, including trimethylbenzenes, xylenes, and aliphatic hydrocarbons [1].
Please consider extending the moratorium until more conclusive health impact
studies are conducted. The lives of many people are in your hands, so please keep
their well beings in mind.

[1] McKenzie LM, et al, Human health risk assessment of air emissions from
development of unconventional natural gas resources, Sci Total Environ (2012),
doi:10.1016/j.scitotenv.2012.02.018

-- 
-Francis
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From: Angela Grace
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: multi-year moratorium on fracking
Date: Tuesday, April 30, 2013 10:29:04 PM

Greetings Elise Jones, Deb Gardner and Cindy Domenico,

My name is Angela Coyle.  I'm a professional engineer and health coach living in
80302 zip code.   I have serious concerns about fracking based on my experience in
the industry as a mechanical engineer and also witnessing how toxins affect health
in my health coaching.

Please put in place a long term moratorium on fracking for Boulder County for more
scientific study.

Thank you for your time and assistance.
In gratitude,
Angela
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From: Suzanne Spiegel
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fracking in Boulder: Please extend the moratorium
Date: Tuesday, April 30, 2013 11:07:53 PM

Dear Elise Jones, Deb Gardner and Cindy Domenico,

I am a resident of the city of Boulder. I work here as a health coach and yoga
teacher and live at 80305. I love living in Boulder because of the incredible natural
beauty and health conscious way of life. If fracking comes here, so much of that will
be compromised not just for us but also for the future of all of our families. I hope
to raise a family here, but if fracking is allowed, I will not. I know that you already
understand that fracking is toxic and dangerous. 

Please enact a long term moratorium on fracking for more scientific study.

Thank you for your time!

Suzanne Spiegel
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From: Barron Beshoar
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Fracking
Date: Tuesday, April 30, 2013 11:28:23 PM

Dear Boulder County Commisioners,

There are many reasons not to permit fracking in Boulder County, and few reasons
to allow it. There are legitimate concerns about air and water contamination. About
damage to roads and infrastructure. Seldom mentioned is the problem of silica
particulates blowing off the mountains of sand used in fracking operations. This is all
bad stuff. It's bad for our health. It's bad for our property values. It will scar the
land beyond repair. 

What will it bring us? Some temporary jobs, mostly for people who don't live here.
Some royalties, no doubt. Will those offset the diminishing property tax revenues as
our property values fall?

I worked for several years in geophysics. One of my clients was the Rocky Mountain
Arsenal. In the 1960s the Arsenal disposal well caused earthquakes in Denver every
time fluid was injected into the well. Not small earthquakes. Quakes big enough to
break windows and crack walls in my parents' house near Lowry, and to empty my
mother's best dishes out of the kitchen cabinets to shatter on the kitchen floor. It
was, frankly, terrifying. When I worked on the Arsenal as a slimhole well logger (for
Colorado Well Logging in Golden) I learned that the toxins pumped into that well
had, in fact, contaminated the groundwater, and those contaminants were moving
towards the Platte. Three communities near the Arsenal were quietly receiving daily
water deliveries from the military because their wells were contaminated.

The volume of fluid pumped into the Arsenal well on any one scheduled dump was
no more that 250,000 gallons--or one quarter of the fluid used in an average
fracking operation. The relationship between injection wells and earthquakes has
been documented by the USGS in southern Colorado, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and
Pennsylvania. We live in an area riddled with fault lines. The Rampart Range fault
extends from the Garden of the Gods in the south to the Flatirons in Boulder. The
history of the Arsenal well proves that lubricating a fault with large volumes of
injected fluid can and does increase seismic activity.  

Let's not do that. It's a bad idea. 

Sincerely,

Barron Beshoar
2300 Collyer Street
Longmont, CO 80501
303 678-8628
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