ARTICLE 7
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

7-904 Stormwater Quality and Management in Urbanized Areas
(A) Purpose/Intent The intent of this section is to protect and enhance the water quality
of Boulder County’s watercourses and receiving waters; comply with the Federal
Clean Water Act; and provide for the health, safety, and welfare of Boulder County
citizens. The purpose of these regulations is to control stormwater and other non-
point discharges to the municipal/county separate storm sewer system (MS4) in the
urbanized area as required by federal and state law. The objectives of this section are

to:
1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)
7)

Regulate the contribution of pollutants to the MS4 by stormwater discharges
from construction activity and development;

Reduce pollutants in stormwater discharges from construction activity by
guiding, regulating, and controlling the design, construction, use, and
maintenance of any development or other activity that disturbs or breaks the
topsoil or results in the movement of earth or land;

Require the construction of permanent stormwater runoff controls to prevent
the deterioration of water quality;

Maintain structural stormwater control facilities and nonstructural stormwater
management practices so that they continue to function as designed and do not
threaten public safety;

Establish procedures for inspection, surveillance and monitoring to ensure
compliance;

Facilitate compliance with state and federal standards and permits;

Encourage best management practices (BMPs).

(B) Applicability

1)

2)

These provisions apply to construction activity within the urbanized area (as
defined on the Boulder County Urbanized Area Map) where the disturbed area
equals one acre or more. This includes projects that disturb or will disturb
less than one acre if they are a part of a development that disturbs one acre or
more.
The following are exempt from this section:

(@) Agricultural land management activities; mining; and open space trail

building; and
(b) Maintenance and repair to a stormwater facility.

(C) Stormwater Management Plan Requirements

1)

2)

Prior to engaging in construction activity covered by this Section, the owner
must hold a preconstruction meeting with the County Engineer and must
submit a Stormwater Management Plan (SWMP) prepared by a licensed
professional engineer or other person deemed qualified by the County
Engineer. No construction activity may commence until the County Engineer
has approved the SWMP.
The SWMP shall:
(@) Comply with the most recent SWMP guidance document prepared by
the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
(CDPHE).



(b) Include good engineering, hydrologic and pollution control practices
as outlined in the Boulder County Storm Drainage Criteria Manual.

(c) Provide documentation of application to the CDPHE for a stormwater
general permit for construction activities.

(d) Provide

for the installation of erosion control facilities before

construction activity commences.

(e) Comply with appropriate BMPs for the construction activity at issue.
Such BMPs must comply with the standards set forth in the Urban
Drainage and Flood Control District’s Urban Storm Drainage Criteria
Manual, Volume 3 — Best Management Practices, as amended. The
County Engineer may approve alternate BMP methodologies if they
are demonstrated to be effective. BMPs shall:

()
(i)
(iii)

(iv)
(V)

(vi)

(vii)

Control solid waste, industrial waste, yard waste and any
other pollutants or waste on any construction activity site.
Provide for and maintain waste and recycling containers on
construction activity sites.

Contain waste, dust or sediment that may blow, wash, or
otherwise be released from the site.

Provide for and maintain sanitary waste facilities.

Provide for containment and proper disposal of ready-mixed
concrete and materials generated from washing vehicles or
equipment containing ready-mixed concrete. Release of these
materials from the site is prohibited.

Prevent the release of sediment from construction sites.
Disturbed areas shall be minimized and disturbed soil shall
be managed. Sediment tracked onto public streets shall be
removed immediately.

Cover or replace as expeditiously as possible all exposed
earth resulting from construction activities. Solids, sludges,
or other pollutants shall be properly disposed of to prevent
any pollutant from entering waters of the State.

(viii) Provide adequate protection for bulk storage structures for

(ix)

(F) Provide,

petroleum products and other chemicals to contain all spills
and prevent any spilled material from entering the MS4 or
waters of the State.

Include removal of temporary soil erosion control facilities
and stabilization of disturbed areas with permanent soil
erosion control measures as soon as possible.

in appropriate circumstances, for permanent BMPs to be kept

and maintained on site after the construction activity has been
completed, pursuant to Subsection (C)(3), below.
3) When permanent BMPs are required in a SWMP, they shall meet the
following requirements:
(a) Certification of Permanent BMPs

(i)

(i)

Upon completion of a project, or before a certificate of
occupancy is granted, the owner or operator must provide the
County Engineer with a written certification by a licensed
professional engineer or other person deemed qualified by
the County Engineer stating that the completed project
complies with the approved Final Drainage Plan.

After final construction is completed, the owner or operator



must submit “as built” plans certified by a licensed
professional engineer, or other person deemed qualified by
the County Engineer, for all permanent BMPs.

(iii) The County Engineer must perform a final inspection before
releasing any financial guarantee.

(b) Inspection and Maintenance of Permanent BMPs

(i) The owner must execute a Permanent Stormwater Best
Management Practices Maintenance Agreement that allows
for the yearly inspection of permanent BMPs by the County
Engineer. The owner must also commit to adequately
maintain the BMPs. The agreement shall be binding on
subsequent property owners.

4) Performance under an approved SWMP shall be monitored and enforced as
follows:

(@) The owner must keep the approved SWMP on site at all times.

(b) The owner or operator shall inspect all BMPs at least every 14 days
and within 24 hours after precipitation or snowmelt that causes surface
runoff. An individual certified to inspect erosion and sediment control
by a recognized organization must conduct all BMP inspections.
Proof of certification shall be provided upon request.

(c) The County may inspect the land or site covered by the SWMP at any
time, without prior notice, for compliance with the SWMP.

(d) If site conditions indicate that the objectives of this section are not
being met, the owner shall meet with the County Engineer and make
appropriate modifications to the SWMP. Any modification must be
recorded on the owner’s copy of the SWMP.

(e) Owners or operators must maintain inspection records on site with the
SWMP and such records must be provided to the County Engineer
upon request.

() When necessary for the reasonable implementation of this section, the
County Engineer may require the provision of a financial guarantee,
which must be in the form of an acceptable letter of credit with a
banking institution in the State of Colorado or a cash deposit. The
amount of the financial guarantee may include warranty collateral to
assure the performance of the required improvement for an appropriate
period after completion or acceptance. The amount and term of the
guarantee and provisions for its release shall be in the reasonable
discretion of the County Engineer.

(9) In addition to the foregoing enforcement provisions, violations of a
SWMP shall be enforced in accordance with the zoning enforcement
provisions of Article 17 of this Code.

5) The owner or operator must amend the SWMP if there is a change in design,
construction, operation, or maintenance that has a significant effect on the
potential for discharge of pollutants to the MS4 or receiving waters. The
owner or operator must amend the SWMP if the SWMP proves to be
ineffective in achieving the general objectives of controlling pollutants in
stormwater discharges associated with construction activities. The County
Engineer must approve such amendment prior to any significant change being
implemented or as soon as the ineffectiveness of any approved plan in
achieving its objectives becomes known.



6) Related Provisions
(a) In addition to requirements in this section, stormwater and other non-
point discharges are prohibited as set forth in Boulder County’s Illicit
Stormwater Discharge Ordinance.
(b) Other county permits or approvals may be required prior to the
commencement of construction activity.



ARTICLE 18:DEFINITIONS

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMPs)

Schedules of activities, prohibitions of practices, general good housekeeping practices,
pollution prevention and educational practices, maintenance procedures, and other
management practices to prevent or reduce the discharge of pollutants directly or indirectly
to stormwater, receiving waters, or stormwater conveyance systems. BMPs also include
treatment practices, operating procedures, and practices to control site runoff, spillage or
leaks, sludge or water disposal, and drainage from raw materials storage.

CIlEANWATER ACT
The Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 8§ 1251 et seq.) as amended.

CLEARING AND GRUBBING
Any activity that removes the surface cover to expose bare ground.

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
Any activity which disturbs the earth surface or is related to the erection or modification of
structures including but not limited to clearing and grubbing, grading, excavating,
construction and demolition.

DISTURBED AREA
That area of the land’s surface that is subject to or in anyway changed by construction
activity.

Publicly-owned facilities by which storm water is collected and/or conveyed, including but
not limited to any roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, gutters, curbs, catch basins,
inlets, piped storm drains, pumping facilities, retention and detention basins, natural and
human-made or altered drainage ditches/channels, reservoirs, and other drainage structures.

STORMWATER
Any surface flow, runoff, and drainage consisting entirely of water from any form of natural
precipitation, and resulting from such precipitation.

URBANIZED AREA (as used in Article 7-904)
A land area comprising one or more places - central place(s) - and the adjacent densely
settled surrounding area - urban fringe - that together have a residential population of at least
50,000 and an overall population density of at least 1,000 people per square mile.



