
 

 

 

Minutes 

Boulder County Food Systems Advisory Council  

DATE:  Thursday, May 19, 2016 
 

TIME:  6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
 

LOCATION: Boulder County Parks & Open Space Building 
 5201 St. Vrain Road, Longmont, CO 80501 
 
PRESENT: Susan Honstein, Keith Bateman, Dan Schaeffer, Mary Mulry, Shanan Olson 
 Staff: Adrian Card and Jennifer Kemp 
ABSENT: Brian Coppom, Karen McManus 

AGENDA:   

1. Info and Discussion:  Deep Dive Ethos Café presentation – Karen Imbierowicz  
(30 minutes) 

a. Karen Imbierowicz presented on the concept of the café 
b. Discussion: 

i. SUSAN HONSTEIN – How did these other cafes find their spaces? 
That seems to be a big first step for this type of project. 

1. Ethos Café is under One World, Everybody Eats (501c3) 
2. Really trying to get the concept in front of the community 

to see if there are ways to partner or “angel” investors/ 
building owners who want to help 

ii. SUSAN HONSTEIN – Group of five churches that run a soup 
kitchen in downtown Boulder. A big part of this is helping people 
feel that they are a part of the community and have a good 
opportunity to socialize. (Heartfelt Café) 

1. Recently met with a group in Louisville? that is looking to 
create a non-government based community center 

2. Looking in Longmont or Lafayette might be a good option 
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2. Public comment:  Members of the public wishing to speak to BCFSAC will be asked to 
limit their comments to 5 minutes each 

3. Info and discussion:  New focus from BOCC (15 min) – Adrian and Jennifer 
a. SUSAN HONSTEIN – maybe we can go into the community and recruit 

people to go beyond having a posting in the paper 
b. KEITH BATEMAN – May also want to ask people to come in just for one or 

two meetings as a way to better use their time 
c. SUSAN HONSTEIN – Suggested Deep Dive – talk to school districts about 

how they are approaching this issue – lunch and breakfast and summer 
lunch program 

i. Meals on Wheels would also be a good group to talk to about the 
issues they are facing. 

ii. Shelly Allen or Ann Cooper could also be brought in 
d. Gleaning – could look at this more and how to help develop 
e. Missing Infrastructure that could help with food assistance/ food access 
f. If this group is finding issues that could assist with farming (labors, land 

use, butchering, etc…) which would impact, ultimately, the cost of food, 
is this something that could be a focus of this group? 

g. SHANAN OLSON – Require grocery stores to donate food versus throwing 
food away – other countries are doing it, why can’t Boulder? 

h. Food Waste issues 
i. Rejected food 
j. Deep Dive around grocery store requirements for produce and why food 

is thrown away; how to make it easier to donate food to food banks & 
ranchers 

4. Discussion - NOCO Farm Labor report and project in Boulder County Overview 
(10 min) 

a. Adrian gave a report last month about farm labor issues, Brian talked 
about Bridge House project last year 

b. SHANAN OLSON – Did anyone talk to farm workers? A lot of large scale 
farm labor comes in from Greeley, So you have the housing issues; 
Migrant movement of these workers would be interesting to understand; 
Farmers have difficulty paying enough because they aren’t always making 
enough themselves 

c. KEITH BATEMAN - Provide health insurance and that has helped him to 
keep workers; it was easier to find high school kids many years ago; 
working on farm are likely food insecure; Do what you can to keep them, 
pay well, provide some benefits 

d. SHANAN OLSON – Cliff effect and what is needed to qualify for assistance 
is one thing, but to live sufficiently in this county is going to keep getting 
harder. Concept of Ethos Café is really nice because it doesn’t require 
people to qualify. It would be nice to see more of that approach in the 
County 
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e. SUSAN HONSTEIN – Maybe FSAC could play a role in bringing farmers 
together to understand how the development of a labor pool could be 
done. How to make it economically viable.  

f. MARY MULRY – As farming has become more industrialized, the concept 
of sharing labor or equipment is less feasible 

g. SHANAN OLSON – Have to deal with labor laws and figuring out what is 
legal in terms of the amount of work 

h. DAN SCHAEFER – Conversation with BOCC likely needs to be around this 
housing issue; what are code issues that are impacting this issue?  

i. SHANAN OLSON – If workers are not paying much or anything for rent, 
easier to live on $10/hr. Also dealing with two (or more) types of workers 
– the millennials who are there to experience and learn, and the more 
permanent workers who need year-round housing 

5. Decision:  Approval of April minutes (5 min) SHANAN OLSON 1st; DAN SCHAEFER 
2nd – All Approved 

6. Decision:  Bylaws amendments – Approval (5 min) DAN SCHAEFER 1st; SHANAN 
OLSON 2nd – All Approved 

7. Decision:  Election of officers ( 5 min) –  
a. Chair - SHANAN OLSON nominated SUSAN HONSTEIN; KEITH BATEMAN 

2nd – All Approved; 
b. Vice Chair – Tabled to next month 

8. Info and Decision:  Update and request from Harvest Bucks program  
(10 minutes)  - Jennifer 

a. Questions of what other entities are donating money? 
b. What are the gaps right now?  
c. How much is needed and for how long? 
d. Agenda for next month 

9. MARY MULRY – Visited Growing Power in Milwaukee  - Urban Farm run by Will 
Allen. Ran a farm outside of city and shipping food into the city. Bought an old 
greenhouse in the City and have hoop houses, aquaponics with perch, wheat 
grass with trays, 300 chickens, 25 goats and do a ton of composting, also get 
compost from breweries. Create a closed system. 

a. Works with teens 
b. 300 # of lake perch to casino each week 
c. Abandoned school yard where they grow greens 

10. Info:  Staff updates (10 min) 
a. Community Kitchen and other fairgrounds uses meeting on June 1st and 

June 30th 
b. June 11th – BCPOS Water Tour 
c. CSU Extension has various groups that look at different food systems 

elements with cross college focus– One World One Health, SOGES Global 
Challenge Resource Teams, etc… 

d. Denver Food System Plan led by Blake Angelo and Wendy Moschetti with 
LiveWell 

11. Info:  BCFSAC Member Updates (20 min) 
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a. Climate Smart Agriculture Conference at CSU – Gene Kelly at CSU said 
that DIA is going to have an agricultural component  

b. Citizens Group that Mary is involved with is gathering suggestions for 
transition of BCPOS properties 

12. Motion to adjourn – SUSAN HONSTEIN 1st; MARY MULRY 2nd 
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