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Less toxic inputs
Animal welfare
Rural development
Economic
opportunities
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Why Organic?

* Environmentally
sound farming
systems

* Biodiversity



Organic: A Brief History

2002
USDA organic regulations
fully effective

Before 1990

No national organic
standards, marketplace
confusion

1990 Present
Congress passes Organic Ongoing
Foods Production Act, work to clarify and

creates foundation for enforce USDA organic

USDA organic regulations regulations

—
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About the USDA Agricultural
Marketing Service (AMS)

 AMS facilitates the competitive and

efficient marketing of agricultural
products.

 AMS supports organic agriculture by:

— Publishing regional/national organic
commodity price data (Market News)

— Grading organic commodities

— Auditing certifying agents and international
trade partners

— Learn more at www.ams.usda.gov/ams

USDA National Organic Program



http://www.ams.usda.gov/ams

About the USDA National
Organic Program (NOP)

* Part of USDA's Agricultural Marketing
Service

e 34 staff based in Washington, D.C.
* 1 NOP staff person for S1 billion sales

 FY 2013 Budget
— 5.1% reduction from FY12

 FY 2014 Budget —first increase in 4 yrs

USDA National Organic Program



11 Years of USDA Organic

e 84 accredited
certifying agents

e 25,000
certified operations
across 133 countries  g§Fp) Yol i L LL®

e S35 billion in
U.S. organic sales

WWW.AMS.USDA.GOV/ORGANICINFO

e Tens of thousands of inspections,
reviews, and certification decisions

USDA National Organic Program



Why is Certification
Important?

* Verifies that products meet
national organic standards

* Allows use of USDA organic seal and
organic claim

* Empowers consumers to
choose between producti
methods

e Establishes level playing
field for farmers,
processors, and marketers

USDA
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Additional/Potential Benefits
of Certification

 Streamlined access to other USDA
programs and services

* Recognition by other regulatory
regimes (e.g. food safety)

* Recognition for ecosystem services
(e.g.pollinators, climate change)

e Strength in numbers; it counts to be
counted

USDA

USDA National Organic Program







2011 Organic Market in U.S.

Beverages Snack foods

Meat, Poultry, & Fisht21% /— 4.5% _Packaged/ Prepared
1.8% Foods
13.6%
Breads & Grains . °
10.7% Condiments
2.1%

Dairy

_ 14.6%
Fruit & vegetables

40.5%

USDA National Organic Program



Certified USDA Organic Operations by State, 2012
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10 Points of Organic Integrity

1. Clear/enforceable 7. Market

standards surveillance
2. Communication 8. Unannounced
3. Transparency inspections
A Certification 9. Periodic residue
5. Complaints testing
6. Penalties 10. Continuous

Improvement
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Communication and

Transparency
* Posting at www.ams.usda.gov/nop:

— Improved list of certified operations
— Suspended + revoked operations

— Fraudulent certificates

— NOSB subcommittee notes

e Accepting public comments on a wide
variety of proposed actions
Subscribe to the USDA Organic Insider

USDA

USDA National Organic Program




Transparency

National Organic Standards Board

* Representing sectors of the organic
community as defined by law

* Appointed by the Secretary of
Agriculture

e Review substances and recommend
if they should be allowed/prohibited

* Accept oral and written public
comments twice per year

USDA National Organic Program




Certification

Rigorous oversight of certification via:

e Periodic residue testing
5% of certified operations per year tested
for prohibited substances/methods:

— Most synthetic pesticides

— Genetically modified organisms, etc.

* Certifiers required to conduct
unannounced inspections of 5% of
certified organic operations

USDA National Organic Program



Complaints

Case Distribution

B Uncertified operations

Bl Labeling violations

. Prohibited substances
and methods
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Penalties

Accomplishments

* Dozens of penalties for willful
violations

 Civil penalties over S500,000 since
2010

e Supported 3 criminal prosecutions in
2012
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Learn How USDA Supports

Organic Agriculture




United States Department of Agriculture = ——
Organic & Sustainable Agriculture Policy _
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\ USDA Organic - Big Picture
"Dept.-wide, beyond NOP
"Congressional drivers
¥, ¥ #2010 Strategic Plan Goal (+20%)
". \ OSEC Policy Advisor
*USDA Organic Working Group
| *USDA Organic Literacy Initiative
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Organic Literacy Initiative

* Launched September 2012

e Goal: connect organic producers
and handlers with USDA programs

* Organic 101 & 201 training
modules explain organic basics

 As of March 2014, over 30,000
USDA employees have completed
the (101) training

USDA National Organic Program




Organic Literacy Initiative

* Organic Resource Guide -
information on organic and organic-
related USDA programes.

* Help farmers and businesses
determine, “Is organic an option for
me?”

* Organic 101 and 201 courses

USDA National Organic Program



€ Organic Agriculture | USDA - Google Chrome [a|[&@ ] =]

€« C' | [ www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navid=organic-agriculture

: Apps M Gmail n Thou shalt not com... | ] USDAEPP eauth Lo... m An Illustrated Guide ... m New IPCC Report: Cl... (3 Food Politic: Journal... | Welcometo NextSp... [ ‘) NAME YOUR PRICE ...

USDA
=———=United States Department of Agriculture
e I O

Topics Programs and Services Newsroom Site Map A-Zindex Advanced Search Help

About USDA Ask the Expert Contact Us En Espaiol

You are here: Home / Organic Agriculture

What the USDA

Organic Agriculture SHnach tabet e

Organic certification
Benefits of Organic Certification requires that farmers and
handlers document their
processes and get

Is Organic an Option for Me? L
inspected every year.

Organic Fact Sheets

Organic 101 Blogs

aa || »»

View Organic Standards

Organic Agriculture
Become Certified Organic E X i ¢ ¥ i g
USDA is committed to helping organic agriculture grow and thrive. To help meet Secretary Vilsack's goal
of increasing the number of certified organic operations, USDA is delivering results through its many
programs which serve the growing organic sector. October 2012 marked the 10th anniversary of the
USDA Organic Seal, and we are proud that it has become a leading global standard.

Find Financial Resources for
Farmers

Learn About Research and Education What is Organic Agriculture?

Organic agriculture produces products using methods that preserve the environment and avoid most
synthetic materials, such as pesticides and antibiotics. USDA organic standards describe how farmers
grow crops and raise livestock and which materials they may use.

Get Production and Conservation
Assistance

Organic farmers, ranchers, and food processors follow a defined set of standards to produce organic
food and fiber. Congress descrlbed general organic principles in the Organic Foods Productlon Act, and

Lo oA do £ o co o od oo o oo Lo oo oo o Llo

Buy Improved Crop Insurance

USDA National Organic Program




Secretary Vilsack’s guidance

USDA DEPARTMENTAL GUIDANCE ON ORGANIC
AGRICULTURE, MARKETING AND INDUSTRY

* To provide the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
agencies with Departmental guidance regarding the
following:

« A. The application of their programs and policies to
producers and handlers of organic agricultural products
produced in accordance with the USDA’s National
Organic Program (NOP);

» B. Responsibilities for reporting and representation with
respect to Departmental goals for organic agriculture;

« C. Cross-recognition of certification regarding agency
requirements that overlap with provisions of the NOP.
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Organic Certification
Cost Share Programs
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T S Certified organlc in a participating state

';;g.,j | - (first come, first served)
$x§;-Beneﬁt

L AL Be reimbursed as much as 75% of organic

. Shortapplication 7} certification costs, up to $750/year
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Organic Certification
Cost Share Programs

A L

i Purpose

;;;%g “To reimburse certified organic operations
for a portion of their certification expenses.

Reimbursements through State

e

Al i Departments of Agriculture
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Organic Certification
Cost Share Programs
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LT T T Al 50 + territories
Status: not currently funded
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- AMA Program — Farmers Only
Northeastern U.S.: CT, DE, ME, MD, MA,
NH, NJ, NY, PA, Rl
Plus: HI, NV, UT, VT, WV, WY
Status: $1.425M available for 2012/2013



CONSERVATION PROGRAMS & ORGANIC

The EQIP Initiative for

- Or

Fact Sheet

The NRCS EQIP Organic Initiative is a program for organic
growers who wish to improve the conservation practices
and expand the environmental protection of their organic
system. Enhancing environmental protection is the goal of
EQIP. For those organic producers with farming practices
that currently conserve and adequately protect natural
resources to a high degree, EQIP may not be the best
program.

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)is a
voluntary conservation program administered and carried
out through the USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service. EQIP was originally established under the 1996
Farm Bill and is reauthorized in the 2008 Farm Bill. It
supports agriculture production and environmental quality
as compatible goals.

Through EQIP, land users may receive financial and tech-
nical help to voluntarily address soil, water and related
natural resource concerns on private lands with structural
and management conservation practices.

EQIP provides technical assistance and financial payments

tn acecict rran livactarnlk faractland and athar amricilboaral

USDA National Organic Program

ganic Agricultuare

== ONRCS

United States Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service

EQIP has a newly announced Organic Initiative as a part of
the EQIP. Through this initiative currently certified

organic producers and those transitioning to organic pro-
duction can submit applications for the implementation of
new conservation practices on their land that will help solve
an identified resource problem. These applications will be
ranked and funded from a special funding pool for organic
producers and will be competing only against others in this
special pool for funding.

This EQIP Organic Initiative does NOT offer financial in-
centives for the production of organic products or for the
transition from conventional agricultural production to
organic production.

The initiative allows producers to receive up to $20,000 per
year or $80,000 over six years. EQIP payments are set up
by a contract that can last over several years.
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Insurance
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Organic Crop + Livestock

Insurance




Organic Agriculture
Research + Extensmn Initiative

To solve critical organic agriculture
issues, priorities, or problems
through competitive grants.
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Organic Agriculture
Research + Extensmn Initiative

® - “‘%‘ Benefit

‘3 ‘@ Range of award: SO - $2 million

"1’ Example: develop non-antibiotic
treatment for fire blight in tree fruit.
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eOrganic.info
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HOME ABOUT US
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What is eOrganic?

eOrganic is the organic agriculture community of practice with eXtension. Our mission is
to foster a research and outreach community, engage farmers and ag professionals
through trainings and publications, and support research and outreach projects.

Resources
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USDA

By Pamela Colernan
Mational Center for Appropriate

Guide for Organic
Crop Producers

CHAPTER 1

Technology (NCAT) INTRODUCTION
Agriculture Specialist
Movernber 2012 ew farmers, and farmers experienced in conventional agriculture, often find that
obtaining organic certification for their crops is quite challenging. This guide is
m intended to help lead farmers through the organic certification process. Chapters
1 through 4 explain the National Organic Program (NOP) and describe the process of
Chapter 1 organic certification. Later chapters explain specific USDA organic regulations that apply
IO e | to planting, soil fertility, pest management, and other farm practices. In addition to inter-
ghaptgr ig _ preting the regulations, this guide explains the practices and materials that are allowed for
rganic Agriculture - ; "
Description and History ... 3 | oreanic production.
Chapter 3 H i ?
The Certification Process........ 7 Who should read this gUIdE.
Chapter 4 « Conventional farmers who are considering organic certification for their crops.
Writing TTE' Organic « Farmers in the process of converting to organic practices.
System Flan (05F) e 13 . . .
4 + Farmers who are new to organic certification.
Chapter 5
Sail ,Eerti“t},_ _________________________________ 18 « Farmers who are exempt from certification because they sell less than $5,000
Chapter & of organic produce per year.
Seeds and Planting Stock...... 25 + Extension personnel and other information providers.
E"'am;’t?t_ - This guide was designed to be read before completing an application for organic certifica-
TOR ROTATION . e . . w . - . .
P tion. This is not a required document; it is a helpful guide that you may use as you wish.
Chapter 8
Managing Pests, Weeds, . .
2t P » | How to use this auide

USDA National Organic Program
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AMS Market News

* Level of trading and demand
* Supply and movement
* Market prices

* Other key factors affecting the market

, — Weather
\ .,"r > ' ° s
A — Transportation issues

A1

USDA
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Organic Market News

* Annual Organic Cotton Market
Summary

* Organic Dairy Market News

* National Fruit and Vegetable
Organic Summary

* National Organic Grain and
Feedstuffs

e Organic Poultry and Eggs
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“Sound and Sensible”
Certification Initiative

Maintaining organic integrity in a
sound and sensible manner

Current Landscape

* Ten years of NOP implementation
 Complex regulatory scheme

* Strict process-based oversight

USDA

USDA National Organic Program




Goal - Make Organic
Certification:

Affordable, Accessible and Attainable for all
operations

 Affordable — reasonable fees, reasonable
compliance costs

e Accessible —certifiers and technical
assistance available locally

e Attainable — Clear and understandable
standards, plain language, reasonable
record keeping requirements

USDA National Organic Program




Issues

* |Inconsistent certification process
* Recordkeeping focus and burden
* Expense of certification

* Burden of time that is involved in
inspections and maintaining paperwork

 Some farms that comply with organic
standards avoid certification.

USDA National Organic Program




‘Sound + Sensible’ Principles

1. Efficient Processes: Eliminate bureaucratic processes that
do not contribute to organic integrity.

2. Streamlined Recordkeeping: Ensure that required

records support organic integrity and are not a barrier for farms
and businesses to maintain organic compliance.

3. Practical Plans: support simple Organic System Plans that
clearly capture organic practices.

4. Fair, Focused Enforcement: Focus enforcement on

willful, egregious violators; handle minor violations in a way that
leads to compliance; and publicize how enforcement protects the
organic market.

5. Integrity First: Focus on factors that impact organic integrity
the most, building consumer confidence that organic products
meet defined standards from farm to market.

USDA National Organic Program



Hitting the Sweet Spot

* Certifying agents must ensure
organic integrity while setting
sensible limits on paperwork

* Obtain enough information to
verify compliance, but ...

* Minimize the amount of
documentation required for
certification

USDA

USDA National Organic Program




Sound and Sensible

* Certification should be sound:
— Verify and enforce compliance
— Take action on noncompliances

e Certification should be sensible:

— Reasonable records that verify
compliance

— Educate clients on USDA organic
requirements

USDA
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Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food
Initiative

rererr=d WAL A S Y ~ EVERY FAMILY
Ldbssal e R PSSP N NEEDS A FARMER.

DO YOU KNOW YOURS ?

Resources
> KYF2 Home

> Qur Mission

> Grants, Loans, and Support
> Tools and Resources
> Qur Partners

> Blog

KYF Compass

w

KNOW YOUR

FARMER

KNOW YOUR

FOOD Latest Blogs

— P ¥ )
ET‘ E ﬁ balks 0 Oct 02, 2012 Updated Food Environment Atlas Provides Rich Data on Local Foods
A § B S This post is part of the Science Tuesday feature series on the USDA blog. Check back each
week as we showcase stories and news from USDA's rich science and research profile.
Interest in local and regional food systems has expanded in recent years. The evidence is

KYF Compass Map elver'ywher'e: f:‘om the numberf or_‘fa;"rners ma:‘kets more th}an‘[..._|

Oct 01, 2012 Specialty Crop Grants Make a Difference for Farmers and Businesses

Earlier today, Secretary Vilsack announced the Specialty Crop Block Grant awards totaling
$55 million dollars. These grants will fund over 748 initiatives across the United States and
its territories, and help expand opportunities for local and regional farmers. Specialty crops
produced in the U.S. include fruits, vegetables, tree nuts, dried fruits, horticulture and
nursery crops, [...]

Sep 25, 2012 Increasing Opportunities and Expanding Possibilities through the Farmers

Market Promotion Program




USE

Updated in October 2012, the Compass map
shows you the local foods landscape in your
community and around the country. Data includes
USDA and other federally supported local food
projects, farmers markets, food hubs, meat
processors and more! Now fully searchable.

READ

What is a local food system? How is USDA
involved? With case studies, videos, links and
photos from the field, the Know Your Farmer,
Know Your Food Compass will help you discover
how USDA resources can support this growing
market segment.

KNOW YOUR

FARMER

KNOW YOUR

For the best experience, save the KYF Compass PDF
file to your computer and open It with Acrobat Reader.

LSDA Natwaz | Crgeais 2vogras



Organic is on the map!

Main Search Locate | Resources | Results: B5
Projects « For Text: organic Search Reset

85 features found
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What’s Happening in Your
Community?

o -

8 -
- USDA Project: Specialty Crop Solutions for Health- —
@ @ , Distressed Communities
5 i @ Description Partnership to generate economic models that link
= Y @ beginning and imited-resource farmers with diverse = :
an ‘ Valley ) !
- | Recipient Agriculture and Land Based Association (ALBA) 2
= @, ] vear 2009 & USDA Project: Building A Foundation For New
= it more More Info L] fmrmmmm
= b > Information - Description The project will result in new and enhanced practical
Lg ! \\ U Funding  $164,558 E training programs for a national audience in organic
= MR AEm ‘ Amount ($) ‘, specialty crop production, direct marketing, and R
= s T D N s Program  Spedalty Crop Block Grant il = small farm viability. P
- Name ' Recipient University of California, Santa Cruz
| = | Funding Grant N Year 2012
\ | Type b More More Info
i USDA AMS 4 Information
| Agency Funding  $664,852
n USDA Marketing and Regulatory Programs Amount ($)
Mission = Program  Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development —
Name Program
N w Funding Grant p
Type N
USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture \
Agency 1
USDA Research, Education and Economics

i einn ,r

-
USDA Project: Rosa Brothers Milk Company, Inc. |
USDA Project: S 1 H: t Food Bank Santa Ci = Description Grant funds will be used as working capital to
T“‘ Description To expand the existing warehouse, construct a new process milk into processed glass-bottled fluid milk,
Y S Aok vt FaR bR the Nrimg lot. The flavored milk, ice cream and other products for local
expansion and improvements will make the faclity _ delivery. .
more efficient and enable it to handle healthier, Recipient Rosa Brothers Milk Company, Inc.
fresh foods for a growing unemployed population. Year 2011
Recipient  Second Harvest Food Bank Santa Cruz More More Info
y Year 2010 Information
D HOR S tors i | Funding  $300,000
». | Amount ($)
Funding $2,000,000
Amount ($) Program Value Added Producer Grant
Program  Community Fadilities 4 Name |
Name Funding Grant
| Funding Loan L Type
| :;;D;A _— | USDA RBS
Age
Agency A Dency
USDA R . \ USDA Rural Development
ural Development Missi
e A Area -
Zoom to 2 Ceom—— >
oy o X Zoom to
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Infrastructure

“It’s like a Swiss Army knife.”

- President QObama 27/14
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