Parks and Open Space

5201 St. Vrain Road « Longmont, Colorado 80503
303.678.6200 « Fax: 303.678.6177 » www.bouldercounty.org

MINUTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE
PARKS AND OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
April 28, 2016

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Eric Hozempa in the Hearing Room of the Board of
Commissioners, Third Floor, Boulder County Courthouse, Boulder, Colorado.

POSAC Members in Attendance
Present:Jenn Archuleta, Sue Cass, Cathy Comstock,
Eric Hozempa, James Mapes, and Scott Miller (arrived 6:37)

Excused: John Nibarger

Staff in Attendance
Sandra Duff, Renata Frye, Janis Whisman, Susan Spaulding, Dave Hoerath, Therese Glowacki, Mike
Downey

Approval of the March 24, 2016 Meeting Minutes
Action Taken: Jenn Archuleta moved to accept the March 24 minutes. Sue Cass seconded the motion.
Motion carried unanimously.

Public Participation - Items not on the Agenda
» Anne Fenerty, 2805 Stanford Ave., Boulder: The Rocky Mountain Greenway Trail
» Harvey Nichols, 4255 Chippewa Dr., Boulder: The Rocky Mountain Greenway Trail
» Donna George, 4661 Tally Ho Ct., Boulder: Plans by HHS to develop parcel near Twin Lakes
Open Space

Action Taken: Cathy Comstock moved to have staff present additional information to POSAC regarding
the Rocky Mountain Greenway Trail at a later meeting. Jenn Archuleta seconded the motion. After
discussion, motion carried unanimously.

Wallace-Gordon Gulch Acquisition

Acquisition of approximately 22 acres at 415 Switzerland Park Trail, southeast of the Dake Open Space
property, south of Sugarloaf Road.

Staff Presenter: Sandy Duff, Land Officer

Public Comments: None



Action Taken: Sue Cass moved to accept staff recommendation for the purchase plan as presented, and
Cathy Comstock seconded the motion. After discussion, motion carried unanimously.

Elk Population at Rabbit Mountain Open Space

Staff Presenter: Susan Spaulding, Senior Wildlife Specialist

Other Presenters: Bob Bobowski - Rocky Mountain National Park, Larry Rogstad —
Colorado Parks & Wildlife

Public Comments:

Kent Ingram, 1 Red Birch, Littleton.

William “Skip” Hicks, 13407 N. 75th, Boulder County.
Steve Hilde, 4429 Prairie Trail Dr., Loveland.

Amy Strombotne, 8502 Stirrup Ct., Boulder County.
Marilyn Whitaker, 931 Poplar PI., Boulder.

Andy Treharne, 547 County Rd., Louisville.

Action Taken: Information Only

Director’s Update

POS has started work on the AHI trail just north of Lagerman Reservoir, west of Longmont.
Construction will last through the summer.

POS has received money and started working on designs for St. Vrain Creek reconstruction
projects.

Boulder County Transportation is working on a permanent fix to the road into Heil Valley Ranch.
Flood repair work has begun at Walden Ponds.

Flood repair work on Pella Ponds should begin this summer.

The remainder of the flood repair work has started on the Anne U. White trail.

Boulder County Commissioners gave a Pinnacle Award for the Tolland Ranch purchase.

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 9:11p.m.

The full audio, available staff memos, and related materials for this meeting may be
viewed on our website: www.BoulderCountyOpenSpace.org/POSAC



http://www.bouldercountyopenspace.org/POSAC
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PARKS AND OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

DATE: Thursday, April 28, 2016

TIME: 6:30 pm

PLACE: Commissioners’ Hearing Room, 3rd Floor, Boulder County Courthouse,
1325 Pearl Street, Boulder, CO

AGENDA

Suggested Timetable:

6:30 1.  Approval of the March 24, 2016 Meeting Minutes
2.  Public Participation - Items not on the Agenda
6:35 3. Property Transactions:

Wallace-Gordon Gulch Acquisition

Acquisition of approximately 22 acres at 415 Switzerland Park Trail,
southeast of the Dake Open Space property, south of Sugarloaf Road.
Staff Presenter: Sandy Duff, Land Officer

Action Requested: Recommendation to BOCC

6:45 4. Elk Population at Rabbit Mountain Open Space
A discussion of current status
Staff Presenter: Susan Spaulding, Senior Wildlife Specialist
Action Requested: Information Only

7:45 5. Director’s Update

7:55 6. Adjourn

Available staff memos & related materials for this meeting may be viewed on our website:
www.BoulderCountyOpenSpace.org/POSAC

Cindy Domenico County Commissioner Deb Gardner County Commissioner Elise Jones County Commissioner


http://www.bouldercountyopenspace.org/POSAC
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PARKS AND OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

TO: Parks & Open Space Advisory Committee

DATE AND LOCATION: 6:30 p.m., Thursday, April 28, 2016 Commissioners Hearing
Room, 3" floor Boulder County Courthouse, 1325 Pearl Street, Boulder, CO

AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Wallace-Gordon Gulch Acquisition

PRESENTER: Sandy Duff, Land Officer

ACTION REQUESTED: Recommendation to the BOCC

Summary
Boulder County proposes to acquire fee title to approximately 22 acres of vacant land located

4 miles east of Peak to Peak Highway, southeast of the Dake Open Space property, south of
Sugarloaf Road, at 415 Switzerland Park Trail. The purchase price of the property is $10,000.
The property is owned by Richard Wallace and Jean Wallace.

Background

The Wallace-Gordon Gulch property is comprised of 2 mining claims, the Gordon Gulch
Placer Claim No. 17198 and the Hillside Lode No. 18073. It is a steep and dense slope on the
north side of the property, less dense on the south facing side. The Wallace family would like
to preserve the natural beauty of the mountainside, the viewshed, and help protect the
watershed draining into Gordon Gulch Creek and North Boulder Creek.

The property is surrounded primarily by U.S. Forest Service lands. Staff will recommend the
closure of the property if the Phase I report shows the property contains open mine adits,
open shafts, or unsecured structures until those hazards can be secured.

Deal Terms

Acquisition Summary

Acreage | Water # Building | Price per Water Right Total Purchase
Rights Sites Bldg. Site or | Value Price
Acre
22.38 N/A 1 $10,000 N/A $10,000

Boulder County Comprehensive Plan Designations

Since the maps in the comprehensive plan are intended to be illustrative rather than specific,
these designations are indicators of importance but not confirmation that these features exist
on the property. The Boulder County Comprehensive Plan maps indicate the property
contains these features: Very High Biodiversity Significance, Riparian Areas, Wildlife
Migration Corridors, Critical Wildlife Habitats, Overland Habitat Connectors, Foothills

Cindy Domenico County Commissioner

Deb Gardner County Commissioner

Elise Jones County Commissioner




Perennial Stream (Preble’s meadow jumping mouse) that connects to Riparian Habitat
Connectors (Gordon Gulch to North Boulder Creek) and Lode Mineral Areas.

Staff Discussion and Recommendation

Acquisition of this parcel will help to consolidate public ownership of the lands in this area
while removing one development right. Contiguity with Forest Service lands makes this a
good candidate for an exchange. Development of the property would be inappropriate due to
its remote location and scenic and wildlife values, and could impact water quality in the
North Boulder Creek watershed.

POSAC Action Requested
Recommendation to the Boulder County Commissioners for approval of the acquisition as
described above.
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PARKS AND OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

TO: Parks & Open Space Advisory Committee

DATE and LOCATION: Thursday, April 28, 6:30 p.m., Commissioners Hearing Room, 3™ floor
Boulder County Courthouse, 1325 Pearl Street, Boulder, CO

AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Elk Population at Rabbit Mountain Open Space — A Discussion of
Current Status

PRESENTERS: Susan Spaulding, Senior Wildlife Biologist, Dave Hoerath, Wildlife Biologist
Ben Bobowski, Superintendent, Rocky Mountain National Park

ACTION REQUESTED: Information only

The population of elk at Rabbit Mountain has increased significantly in the past several
years. From the first confirmed calving occurring in 2006, Rabbit Mountain is now home to
200+ elk that are non-migratory. Boulder County Parks and Open Space (BCPOS) is
documenting resource damage (clipped shrubs, game trails, bare soil) due to a high
concentration of elk in a small area, south of the Eagle Wind trail.

These elk are not being sustained by forage from Rabbit Mountain itself but by the
agricultural fields directly adjacent and to the east. The access to these crops is allowing this
herd to increase in size. Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) has been paying crop damage to
a few owners of these fields for several years.

BCPOS staff has been working collaboratively with CPW to determine potential solutions to
this problem. We will present information on strategies we are exploring such as hazing,
tracking movements via satellite collars, and establishing a hunting sub-unit on private land.
We have also initiated a vegetation monitoring protocol to document and track shrub
utilization and impacts.

CPW is projecting that the herd will continue to grow in in the coming years. We are
striving for solutions that will address both the resource damage on Rabbit Mountain and the
adjacent crop damage.

To provide perspective, Ben Bobowski, Superintendent of Rocky Mountain National Park
(RMNP) will give an overview of the management strategies used by RMNP when their elk
were no longer migrating in expected patterns. RMNP was experiencing resource damage in
high concentration areas and developed an overarching plan to address the issue.

Action Requested: Information only — please provide ideas for future direction by BCPOS.

Cindy Domenico County Commissioner Deb Gardner County Commissioner Elise Jones County Commissioner



	Wallace-Gordon Gulch.pdf
	Wallace-Gordon Gulch POSAC 4.28.16 final.pdf
	Wallace Acquisition Map




