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Field Checklist:
Common Wildfl owers 
of Boulder County 
Foothills

Flax Family (Linaceae)
Blue fl ax Adenolinum lewisii S

Loasa Family (Loasaceae)
Whitestem blazingstar Acrolasia 
albicaulis S
Bushy blazingstar Acrolasia dispersa S

False Hellebore Family (Melanthiaceae)
Death Camus Toxicoscordion vene-
nosum S

Pinesap Family (Monotropaceae)
Pinedrops Pterospora andromedea S

Four-O’Clock Family (Nyctaginaceae)
Hairy four o’clock Oxybaphus hirsutus S, L

Evening-Primrose Family 
(Onagraceae)

Tall annual willowherb Epilobium 
brachycarpum S,L
Fringed willowherb Epilobium ciliatum S

Broom-Rape Family (Orobanchaceae)
Broom-rape Aphyllon fasciculatum S

Poppy Family (Papaveraceae)
Prickly poppy Argemone polyanthemos E,S

Phlox Family (Polemoniaceae)
Pinnate-leaf gilia Gilia pinnatifi da S,L
Scarlet gilia Ipomopsis aggregata 
candida S
Flowery phlox Phlox multifl ora S

Buckwheat Family (Polygonaceae)
Sulphur-fl ower buckwheat Eriogonum 
umbellatum S,L
Winged buckwheat Pterogonum alatum S,L

Purslane Family (Portulacaceae)
Spring beauty Claytonia rosea E

Buttercup Family (Ranunculaceae)
Blue clematis Atragene occidentalis S
Virgin’s bower Clematis ligusticifolia S

Buckthorn Family (Rhamnaceae)
Buckbrush Ceanothus fendleri S

Rose Family (Rosaceae)
Big fl ower cinquefoil Drymocallis fi ssa S
Yellow avens Geum aleppicum S
Large-leaved avens Geum 
macrophyllum S
Boulder raspberry Oreobatus deliciosus S
Wood rose Rosa woodsii S
Wild plum Prunus americana E
Woolly cinquefoil Potentilla hippiana S

Saxifrage Family (Saxifragaceae)
Common alumroot Heuchera parvi-
folia S

Figwort Family (Scrophulariaceae)
Blue-eyed Mary Collinsia parvifl ora E,S
Yellow owl’s-clover Orthocarpus 
luteus S,L
One-sided penstemon Penstemon 
secundifl orus S
Front Range beardtongue Penstemon 
virens S
Lanceleaf fi gwort Scrophularia 
lanceolata S

Violet Family (Violaceae)
Nuttall’s violet Viola nuttallii E,S
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Sand lily

Notes:



Legend: E=early/spring bloomer; S=summer 
bloomer L=Late bloomer; spp.=species (more than 
one species present
Onion Family (Alliaceae)

Nodding onion Allium cernuum S
Geyer’s onion Allium geyeri S
Wild onion Allium textile E

Chickweed Family (Alsinaceae)
Field mouse-ear Cerastium strictum E,S
Nailwort Paronychia jamesii S

Sumac Family (Anacardiaceae)
Skunkbrush Rhus aromatica trilobata E

Parsley Family (Apiaceae)
Stemless Indian parsley 
Aletes acaulis S
Whiskbroom parsley 
Harbouria trachypleura E,S
Salt and Pepper 
Lomatium orientale E

Milkweed Family (Asclepiadaceae)
Showy milkweed Asclepias speciosa S

Aster Family (Asteraceae)
Yarrow Achillea lanulosa S,L
Western ragweed Ambrosia psilo-
stachya S,L
Mountain pussytoes Antennaria 
parvifolia S,L
Pink pussytoes Antennaria rosea S
Fringed sage Artemisia frigida S,L
White sage Artemisia ludoviciana S,L
Porter’s aster Aster porteri S,L
Yellowspine thistle Cirsium 
ochrocentrum S
Wavyleaf thistle Cirsium undulatum S
Cut-leaf daisy Erigeron compositus E,S
Sprawling daisy Erigeron 
colo-mexicanus E
Spreading fl eabane Erigeron divergens S

Aspen daisy Erigeron speciosus S
Blanket fl ower Gaillardia aristata S
Curlycup gumweed Grindelia 
squarrosa S,L
Low sunfl ower Helianthus pumilus S
Hairy golden aster Heterotheca villosa S,L
Dotted gayfeather Liatris punctata L
Field sagewort Oligosporus caudatus S
Fendler’s grounsel Packera fendleri S
Early senecio Senecio intergerrimus E
Broom senecio Senecio spartioides S,L
Missouri goldenrod Solidago 
missouriensis L
Easter daisy Townsendia grandifl ora E
Rough white aster Virgulus falcatus L

Borage Family (Boraginaceae)
Narrow-leaf puccoon Lithospermum 
incisum E,S
Many-fl owered puccoon Lithospermum 
multifl orum S
Lance-leaf chiming bells Mertensia 
lanceolata E
Miner’s candle Oreocarya virgata S

Mustard Family (Brassicaceae)
Western wallfl ower Erysimum asperum S
Mountain bladderpod Lesquerella 
montana E
Wild candytuft Noccaea montana E,S

Cactus Family (Cactaceae) 
Hen-and-chickens Echinocereus 
viridifl orus S
Ball cactus Pediocactus simpsonii E
Prickle-pear cactus Opuntia spp E

Mariposa Family (Calochortaceae)
Mariposa lily 
Calochortus gunnisonii S

Bellfl ower Family (Campanulaceae)
Common harebell Campanula 
rotundifolia S,L

Honeysuckle Family (Caprifoliaceae)
Snowberry Symphoricarpos albus S

Spiderwort Family (Commelinaceae)
Spiderwort Tradescantia occidentalis S

Stonecrop Family (Crassulaceae)
Yellow stonecrop Amerosedum 
lanceolatum S

Spurge Family (Euphorbiaceae)
Rocky Mountain spurge Tithymalus 
brachyceras S

Pea Family (Fabaceae)
Purple milkvetch Astragalus agrestis S
Drummond’s milkvetch Astragalus 
drummondii S
Prairie milkvetch Astragalus laxmannii S
Loose-fl ower milkvetch Astragalus 
tenellus S
Flexile milkvetch Astragalus fl exuosus S
Purple locoweed Oxytropis lambertii E,S
Golden banner Thermopsis divaricarpa E.S

Geranium Family (Geraniaceae)
Common geranium Geranium 
caespitosum S

Currant Family (Grossulariaceae)
Wax currant Ribes cereum S
Whitestem gooseberry Ribes inerme S

Hellebore Family (Helleboraceae)
Twolobe larkspur Delphinium 
nuttallianum S

Hydrangea Family (Hydrangeaceae)
Waxfl ower Jamesia americana S

Mint Family (Lamiaceae)
Horsemint Monarda fi stulosa S
Heal-all Prunella vulgaris S
Skullcap Scutellaria brittonii S

Lily Family (Liliaceae)
Sand lily Leucocrinum montanum E


