
FUGITIVE DUST 
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• Designate a company representaƟ ve responsible for ensuring dust is 
controlled on-site.

• Establish a water truck or secure a clean water source available to the 
site at all Ɵ mes. 

• Apply fresh water to roads and around the well site to reduce the dust. 
• Apply gravel to haul roads when water is not suffi  cient or becomes too 

muddy to minimize dirt drag out onto paved roads.
• Mandate the capping of unused fi ll ports (e.g., cam lock caps) on sand 

movers. Securing unused fi ll ports can help reduce the dust released, 
especially during fi lling. 

• Reduce the drop height between the sand transfer belt and T-belts 
and blender hoppers. LimiƟ ng the distance that sand falls through the 
air can help reduce dust.

 
Large quan   es of silica sand are used during hydraulic fracturing. 
Transpor  ng, moving, and refi lling silica sand into and through sand movers, 
along transfer belts, and into blender hoppers can release fugi  ve dust into 
the air.                                                                                                                                                         
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• Enclose points where dust is released. Install thick plasƟ c sƟ lling or 
staging curtains around the boƩ om sides of the sand movers to limit 
dusts released from belt operaƟ on. Enclosures can also be added 
along and at the ends of the sand transfer belt. 

• Where possible, use enclosed cabs or booths. Consider confi guring 
operator cabs and booths with HEPA fi ltraƟ on and climate controls to 
further protect workers.

• Use local exhaust venƟ laƟ on to collect silica-containing dusts and 
prevent dust escape. Install dust collecƟ on systems onto machines or 
equipment that can release dust.

• Replace transfer belts with screw augers on sand movers in new designs 
or retrofi ts. Dust can be released from the sand moving belt under the 
sand movers from the acƟ ons of belt movement or vibraƟ on. Moving 
sand through an auger system rather than a belt will help contain the 
sand and reduce dust release.   

Equipment controls are also important prac  ces for reducing dust emissions 
and releases. 







ELIMINATION OF TRACK OUT ON TO  
EXISTING   ROADS- SWEEPING PAVED AREAS

CONDITION OF GRAVEL PAD

APPLICATION OF CHEMICAL STABALIZER

WATERING HAUL ROADS

VEHICLE SPEED CONTROLS: 20 MPH OR LESS

COMPACTION OF DISTURBED SOIL-TO 90%  
OF MAXIMUM COMPACTION

FORMATION OF CRUST ON DISTURBED 
AREAS

FORMATION OF CRUST ON TRENCH SPOILS

FORMATION OF CRUST ON STOCKPILE

ELIMINATION OF DUST FROM TRENCHING

ELIMINATION OF DUST WHILE SCREENING 
MATERIALS

ELIMINATION OF DUST WHILE BACKFILLING

WATER TRUCKS OPERATING ON SITE-  
DISTURBED AREAS MOIST

FURROWS AT RIGHT ANGLE TO PREVAILING 
WIND

WIND BREAKS- SNOW FENCING, SILT  
FENCING

SYNTHETIC OR NATURAL COVER FOR STEEP 
SLOPE- LETTING, MULCHING

REVEGETATION-MULCHING OR SEEDING

OTHER MEANS OF DUST SUPPRESION


