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ITZEL FLORES - SVVSD
“I’m really going to miss the program, and especially the other 
GENESISTERS. I really got to know them, and I enjoyed the time we 
spent together. The group activities we did, like attending the CU Boulder 
sorority tour, were some of my favorite memories. But most of all, being 
a GENESISTER taught me to plan for the future. The program has helped 
me defi ne what I want in life and how to get there. Thank you to the staff  
for all of your support! And other GENESISTERs, enjoy your time in the 
program!”

Itzel is preparing to graduate high school in May and plans to study to 
become a special education teacher with a minor in Spanish. Her dream 
job is to work at a school that specializes in integrated learning and 
instruction, combining both special and general education of students into 
single classrooms. 

ANNA KARI CERVANTES - BVSD
“I’m going to miss doing all of the fun activities that we do in GENESISTER 
and just spending time with the other girls. One of my favorite experiences 
in the program was painting pottery at Color Me Mine in Boulder. I have 
many fun memories of spending time with the other GENESISTERs – I feel 
very comfortable around them.”

“One important thing I’ve learned in the program is how to prevent an 
unwanted pregnancy. I’ve gained so much from all of the experts and 
guest speakers who have presented for the GENESISTERs over the years.” 

Anna Kari will graduate in May and has already been accepted to the 
Community College of Denver, where she would like to study to become a 
dental hygienist.

a year in photos

our GENESISTER graduates
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VALERIA ARRITOLA – SVVSD 
“I am very grateful for all the support I received from the program and 
staff  while in GENESISTER. One of the things I’m going to miss the most 
about the program is being able to contact staff  and share what’s going 
on in my life. I will especially miss all of the help I got from Yanina.”

“One of my most memorable experiences in GENESISTER was when I 
fi rst joined the program. Yanina helped me enroll in GOAL Academy High 
School, which turned out to be so helpful. One of the most valuable life 
lessons I learned while in the program was that I was able to get birth 
control, and I learned how to do that on my own.”

Valeria is now working to complete her GED and plans to continue to work 
and eventually start her own business selling makeup.

Also graduating: Joanna Ocampo, BVSD.
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Excellence Awards
Dragonfl y Spirit Award:
Nayelly Felix Jimenez & 
Neida Gonzalez 
This award honors GENESISTERs 
who capture the essence of the 
dragonfl y. These outstanding 
individuals are bright, unique, 
confi dent, and mature. They have 
incredible vision and demonstrate 
strong personal power. These 
young women are confi dent as 
individuals, while also participating 
wonderfully with the group.

Exceptional Parent Award: 
Macrina Miranda & 
María Daniel Sanchez 
This award honors GENESISTER 
parents who provide exceptional 
support to their daughters. 
These parents demonstrate 
a commitment to their 
children’s growth, learning, and 
development. They have provided 
a strong foundation of love, 
acceptance, and communication 
within their families and support 
their children to pursue their 
dreams.

Supportive Family Award: 
Monica Alvarado & Mayela 
Argumedo & María Zavala 
The award honors the 
GENESISTER families who show 
willingness to grow, respect, and 
support one another to live a 
happy and successful life fi lled 
with possibility.

Recognition Awards
Young Women’s Leadership 
Award:
Samantha Ochoa 
& Melanie Morales 
This award honors the 
GENESISTERs who demonstrate 
great leadership qualities and 
continue to be positive peer role 
models. These young women 
encourage and inspire their peers 
to fully participate and engage in 
GENESISTER activities. 

Positive Attitude Award:
Lauren Granados &
Luzelena Rodriguez 
This award recognizes the 
GENESISTERS who consistently 
share warm smiles, good moods 

and positive attitudes with 
everyone around them. These 
young women brighten the room 
and radiate a sense of delight; they 
are an inspiration to all of us! 

Super-Involved Award:
Amy Schmitz & Jenifer Ramirez 
This award acknowledges the 
GENESISTERs who consistently 
balance many diff erent 
responsibilities. They are 
committed to school, involved in 
their communities, and are active 
participants in the program. They 
inspire us with their enthusiasm 
and engagement. 

Self-Awareness Award:
Ana Kari Cervantes & Itzel Flores 
This award is for GENESISTERs 
who have taken great pride 
in their unique identities and 
demonstrated tremendous self-
awareness. These young women 
do an incredible job of holding 
onto their family roots while 
simultaneously carving out a 
unique path for themselves. 

award 
recipients

a year in photos
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Family Reproductive Health 
Award:
Abigail Mendez & Teresa Valle
Arellano and Esperanza Ortega 
This award is for the GENESISTER 
families who demonstrate 
openness to discussions about 
reproductive health and sexual 
development. They recognize the 
importance of healthy and open 
communication within the family 
as a way of creating a loving and 
trusting environment for everyone. 

Reproductive Health 
GENESISTER Award:
Victoria Silva & Yasmine Silva
This award is for the GENESISTERS 
who have prioritized the health 
of their minds and bodies. They 
recognize that they can achieve 
their dreams and goals when 
they are committed to being 
knowledgeable and 
empowered.

Participation
Awards
Thank you to every single 
GENESISTER who was in the 
program this past year. Your 
participation teaches and inspires 
us all. It is an honor to be in the 
GENESISTERHOOD with you. 
Your presence enriches our lives 
daily. Watching each of you grow 
and develop your unique vision 
for the future has been the most 
important piece of this program. 
We are so proud!
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a year in photos

GENESISTER
staff + volunteers

GEORGIA MCCORMICK
CU Denver Graduate Student, 
Medical School, 2010 – 2012

EVA WARNER
CU Boulder Undergraduate 

Student, Sociology, 2012 - current

LINDSAY PARSONS
Health Educator, University 

of Denver, 2013 - current

GENESISTER
Volunteers

JODY SCANLON
GENESISTER Program Manager

YANINA GOMEZ
Parent Specialist, Boulder Valley 
School District/St. Vrain Valley 

School District

MAYA SOL DANSIE
Youth Specialist, Boulder Valley 

School District

JOANNA OLSON
Youth Specialist, St. Vrain Valley 

School District

EMMA TEITEL
GENESISTER Program Lead
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special
thanks

by the end of 2012 
the GENESISTERS had:

GENESISTER Honors and Graduation Event Planning Committee

An additional thank you goes to all of the GENESISTERS who volunteered to help with event 
projects and shared their ideas and feedback with the GENESISTER Planning Committee.

Thank you for the generous support of GENESISTER programming by the Brett Family 
Foundation, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, the Rose Community Foundation, and the 
Temple Hoyne Buell Foundation.

BVSD GENESISTER

SVVSD GENESISTER

BVSD GENESISTER

SVVSD GENESISTER

BVSD GENESISTER

Program Lead, GENESIS & GENESISTER Programs

•  Lourdes Lopez Gonzalez - - - -

•  Samantha Ochoa - - - - - - - - - 

•  Emma Hidalgo Alcantar - - - - 

•  Amy Schmitz - - - - - - - - - - - 

•  Adriana Ramirez - - - - - - - - -

•  Emma Teitel - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Only 1 client (1%) 

dropped out of 

school since enrolling 

in the program.

In 2012 only

1%
of GENESISTER

clients got pregnant.

With the start of

the school year in

August 2012, 100% 

of clients are enrolled in and

attending school.
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Para español  303 678 6151 
For English  303 413 7529

www.BoulderCountyGENESISTER.org
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