Essential Habits for a Successful Backyard Compost Bin

Following these basic rules will go a long way in maintaining an effective compost pile.
Most common problems — such as wildlife infestations, unpleasant odors, and slow rates of
decomposition — can be avoided or remedied by adhering to these guidelines. For more information, visit
www.bouldercountyrecycles.org, and choose “Composting” from the menu on the left.

1) Keep a 50/50 ratio of “browns” and “greens” by volume in your pile at all

times. If you come out to your compost bin with a handful of kitchen scraps (which are
“greens”), you'll need to toss in a handful of “browns” (like dried leaves). This means
you need to keep a stash of browns handy at all times.

2) All materials that go in your bin should be cut down to 1”-2” in size. This is
the ideal size — smaller isn’t better! There are some exceptions to this rule; for instance,
coffee grounds are small particles, but are great for your bin in moderation.

3) Feed your pile a balanced diet of greens. In other words, no single food item
should be the bulk of what you’re putting in the bin. Usually this isn’t an issue, as the
average household produces a variety of food scraps. This mostly applies to greens.
While a variety of browns is great (dried leaves, dried grass clippings, twigs/sticks, etc.),
dried leaves can be used as all your browns.

4) Don’t “dump and run”. Dumping your kitchen scraps on the top of your compost
pile and walking away is the worst thing you can do, generating odors and attracting
wildlife. Instead, when you head outside with your kitchen scraps, do the following:

a. Remove the lid of your bin

Dig a little pit in your compost pile

Empty your kitchen scraps into the pit

Add an equal volume of browns

Cover up the material you've just added

Put the lid back on
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5) Keep your pile damp as a wrung-out sponge, and turn often.

a. Turning should be done once a week, or once a month at the very least. When
you head out to turn your pile, bring the garden hose over, stick it in the pile,
and soak it for a minute or so.

b. Then mix, mix, mix with a pitchfork.

Grab a handful of stuff from your bin and squeeze. When you let go, it should
stick to your hand a bit. If water runs down your arm, it’s too damp (but will dry
out in no time in Colorado!). If nothing sticks to your hand, it needs to be
watered and mixed again until it is damp as a wrung-out sponge.



