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In 2013, the county recycled 259,688 pounds (129.8 tons) of single-stream recyclables and 
composted 298,663 pounds (149.3 tons) of food waste and other compostables. Given the 
county landfilled 397.87 tons of trash, this creates a baseline diversion rate of 41% by weight 
when considering only single-stream recycling, compost, and trash streams. 

 

Through the combined effort of recycling and composting, the county saved♦: 
 

394.52 metric tons of greenhouse gas emissions 
 
 

Through recycling, the county saved♦♦: 
 

15,065 gallons of gasoline (energy equivalent) 
 

61 cars off the road for a year 
 

2,519 pounds of toxic air pollutants 
 

71 pounds of water pollution 
 

658 pounds of toxic herbicides 
 

263,933 pounds of substances that threaten human health! 
 

♦  Combination of Eco-Cycle proprietary formula and Western Disposal proprietary formula 
♦ ♦Eco-Cycle proprietary formula 
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Description Pounds Tons 
Yard & Wood Waste 145,940 72.97 
Confidential Paper* 140,529 70.26 
E-Waste Round Ups 12,518 6.26 

Electronics 11,592 5.8 
Cell Phones 35 <1 

Scrap Metal 565 <1 
Cables & Wires 146 <1 

Cardboard/paper 78 <1 
Cartridges 54 <1 

Plastic Bags 8 <1 
Block Styrofoam (est.) 40 <1 

Construction & Demolition 26,600 13.3 
Hard & Soft Cover Books 3,100 1.55 
Hazardous Waste 1,714 0.86 

Paint (latex and oil based) 560 <1 
Ink & Toner Cartridges (348) 1,044 <1 
Spring Clean-Up: Wood Recycled 400 <1 
Spring Clean-Up: Metal Recycled 500 <1 
Alkaline Batteries 202 <1 

 
*This effort saved 1,194 (30-foot) trees 
Each ton (2000 pounds) of paper recycled saves 17 mature trees: www.recycling-revolution.com/recycling-facts.html 

 
 
 

 

Ten (10) zero-waste trainings were conducted in 2013, in which 179 employees attended.  
 

 

 

 

http://www.recycling-revolution.com/recycling-facts.html
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 Batteries (119)     3,927 lbs. 1.96 tons 
 Motor Oil (2,810 gallons) 19,670 lbs. 9.84 tons 
 Anti-Freeze (875 gallons) 7700 lbs. 3.85 tons 
 Air filters 24 air filters recycled 
 Tires (293 tires) 14,064 lbs.  7.03 tons 
 Scrap Metal 105,260 lbs. 52.6 tons 

  
 Slash (brush & limbs) 2,091,400 lbs. 1,045.7 tons 
 Of this total, 96.6% was ground for compost
 
 Wood Waste 415,800 lbs. 207.9 tons 
  167.3 tons were used as biomass fuel;  
 the rest was ground for compost 
 

 License plates recycled 1,242 lbs. 0.62 tons 
 (in Longmont, Boulder & Louisville) 
 

 Construction & Demolition Metal recycling 2,874 lbs. 1.44 tons 
 (aluminum, copper, brass, radiators, wires, motors) 

Textiles (clothes, footwear, accessories, linens) 5,304 lbs. 2.65 tons 
  
       This effort had the following environmental impacts: 
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With these additional diversion programs, the County’s in-house diversion rate reaches 82% by weight.  

 

 

 

This report was prepared by the Boulder County Resource Conservation Division. If you have questions or comments, or if 
you would like to add additional diversion efforts to this report, please contact Veronica Martinez by phone at 720-564-
2250 or e-mail at vmartinez@bouldercounty.org. 
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