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Boulder County Resource Conservation Advisory Board Meeting  

Minutes – July 27, 2016 
 

 

Present:   
Darla Arians – Boulder County (phone) 

Jack DeBell – CU Recycling (phone) 

Holly Hughes – Ward (phone) 

Charles Kamenides – Longmont  

Neal Lurie – Center for Resource 

Conservation 

Dan Matsch – Lyons  

Chris Pelletier – Nederland  

Heather Wood – At Large 

Tim Plass – At-Large  

Stephanie Walton – Lafayette 

Mark Persichetti - Louisville 

 

Active Members Not Present:    
Bryce Isaacson – Western Disposal 

Bridget Johnson – Jamestown 

Martin Toth - Superior 

Suzanne Jones – Eco-Cycle 

Lisa Morzel – City of Boulder 

Shari Malloy – At-Large 

Shirley Garcia - Broomfield 

Jeff Stewart –  Waste Connections 

Russ Callas – At-Large 

 

 

 

RCAB Staff Liaison:   
Leigh Cushing – Commissioners’ 

Office/Sustainability 

Tyler Kesler – Commissioners’ 

Office/Sustainability 

 

Guests:   
Pam Milmoe – Boulder County 

Noah Eisenman – City of Boulder 

Kevin Afflerbaugh – Western Disposal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Donovon – At-Large 

 

 

1. Call to Order  

Chair Dan Matsch called the meeting to order at 4:53 pm  

 

2. Approval of Minutes June 22, 2016 

No changes, minutes were approved 4:54 pm  

 

3. Public Comment –   

 

Boulder County –  

Cold Springs Fire debris will be collected for the next couple of weeks keeping affected 

homeowners and county staff busy. 

 

Open Space Tax Extension/Sustainability Tax Public Hearing is taking place tomorrow at 2:00 

pm at the Boulder County Courthouse if anyone is interested in attending or speaking.    

The Boulder County Fair has begun and volunteers are still needed for the Zero Waste effort. 

Contact Bethany Hentkowski for the volunteer schedule.  
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Center for Resource Conservation has seen a 40% increase in lumber diversion from the landfill, 

as they work on their de-nailing operation. They are working on continuing to build relationships 

with contractors, and have sent a survey to area contractors and builders. Neal has sent the survey 

to Leigh, who has shared it with the RCAB. Neal has requested additional lists of general 

contractor, builders, or anyone in the building trade to increase the number of responses for their 

survey. This will help them better serve this community and divert the most building waste 

possible.  

 

CU Recycling Center – The recently recovered 90% of all compost and recyclables from the 

Grateful Dead concerts July 2
nd

-3
rd

.  

 

City of Lafayette – There are many commissions and advisory groups organizing general 

sustainability efforts including waste, recycling and composting throughout the City, however, 

this takes a toll on City Staff. They would like to improve coordination by consolidating efforts 

by proposing the Lafayette Sustainability Energy Advisory Committee (LSEAC) take the 

umbrella leadership role to streamline staff hours and City efforts. The Lafayette Peach Festival 

in August and the Quaker Oatmeal Festival in January are the two hallmarks Zero Waste events 

throughout the year. Additionally there are 5 Art Night Out events that are working diligently 

with food truck vendors and participants to encourage Zero Waste.    

 

An ordinance change proposal will be presented to the Lafayette City Council in August to offer 

advanced recycling and compost programs to HOAs throughout Lafayette. RCAB will be updated 

on the progress.  

 

It was mentioned that 32-gallon composting bins are harder for customers to store in Lafayette 

than other cities especially in mobile home parks. These efforts will require much more 

behavioral change education specifically targeted towards the elderly.  

 

City of Longmont – Rhythm on the River took place July 8-9 and they were able to divert 11,000 

gallons of material providing a 71% diversion rate. Curbside composting will start in early 2017 

with two additional size options available – 96 and 48-gallon bins. The City of Longmont will be 

reusing approximately 12,000 96-gallon trash bins for this program by cleaning them up and 

replacing the lid with appropriate colors and labeling, and are anticipating no new composting 

bins will need to be purchased. The 96-gallon bin will cost approximately $6.60/month for pick-

up every two weeks.  

 

The Town of Lyons was the beneficiary of a grant from the EPA, in a partnership with Eco-Cycle 

to create a “Green Star Community.” This is a 2-year grant that Lyons is excited to allocate to 

improving their recycling and composting infrastructure. 

 

The Town of Ward is still working on and excited about their community garden greenhouse, 

which makes food available to community members through their local food bank.  
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Town of Nederland – Received a Zero Waste Grant from Boulder County and they have put that 

towards composting facilities. They have plans to introduce one bear-proof composting container 

per community and advertise to residents downtown to raise awareness of composting options. So 

far, Nederland has composted 220lbs in the last 3 months. 500lbs of waste has been diverted from 

the Community Center and 230lbs from industry recycling initiatives. They have also collected 

2,200lbs of single-stream recycling year-to-date from public receptacles. They are working with 

the Nederland Art Fair and NedFest August 26-28
th
 to encourage recycling.  

Nederland has begun handing out branded reusable bags as they now charge a bag fee. However, 

most of the contamination and trash throughout Nederland has been noted to be sources from 

tourists and visitors bringing materials in from outside companies and disposing of them in 

Nederland facilities. 

Nederland is also working closely with Keep Magnolia Clean who provides composting services 

to its residents. The compost is collected at the transfer station. 

4. Priority Topic: Election of Officers  

 

Current Chair: Dan Matsch 

Current Vice Chair: Charles Kamenides 

 

Newly appointed Chair: Charles Kamenides 

Newly appointed Vice Chair: Tim Plass 

Both Chair and Vice Chair nominations received a unanimous vote by all present RCAB 

Members. Charles and Tim will assume their roles after today’s meeting is adjourned.  

5. Carbon Sequestration 

 

Tim Plass and Dan Matsch have draft proposal on carbon sequestration for RCAB member 

consideration. Today they asked for initial feedback on the introduction of the proposal. Included 

are ideas for compost application to various agriculture, range, and forestlands. This carbon 

sequestration project could work well as a co-benefit with other RCAB projects. The proposal 

could be partially funded with money available from the proposed Boulder County Sustainability 

Tax. Additional details are available through RCAB facilitators. 

 

Open Discussion:  

 What avenues are there to develop commercial value to compost? Most communities in 

Boulder County don't have a use for it.  

 Strategic and organized coordination is needed throughout the agricultural communities 

to gauge interest and create a market. Mark Guttridge at Ollin Farms in Longmont is 

currently organizing a group of interested farmers throughout Boulder County.  

 Neal thinks biochar is an exciting idea and wants to make sure that this is a technically 

validated and economically viable option for carbon sequestration. Does biochar have a 

net value of zero and balance energy usage compared to the cost of carbon?  
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 Ron Flax emailed Leigh before the meeting expressing that he is in strong support of the 

draft proposal regarding the creations of a pilot project to analyze carbon sequestration 

potential of soils in Boulder County. His suggestion is that a great emphasis be placed on 

the fact that soil based carbon sequestration that focuses on improving local agricultural 

and range lands not only has benefits with regards to reducing the atmospheric emissions 

of carbon and other GHGs, but it can dramatically improve our communities ability to 

endure the anticipated and unavoidable short-term climate changes with regards to 

temperature and precipitation patterns. Protecting and improving soils is one of the most 

important responsibilities we have as stewards of public lands. He believes that how we 

succeed or fail in the regard over the next 10-20 years will determine how we will be 

judged by history. In addition, it is a great way to keep organic material out of the 

landfill! 

 Group discussion ensued about enriching soil allowing native species to out-compete the 

non-native species that have adapted to poor soils over time.  

 Tim Plass would like to see Boulder County Cities and Boulder County partner together 

to leverage outside finding for projects this project and other projects like it in the future.  

 Ideas were passed around to possibly work with the EPA on researching potential soil 

remediation to Superfund Sites even at Rocky Flats.   

 Next Steps: RCAB’s approval to move forward to put together next steps as an action item for the 

 next couple months’ meetings. RCAB Members unanimously approved to this action item for 

 future meetings. 

6. Special Topic: Boulder County Comprehensive Plan Sustainable Materials 

Management Element – Anne Peters 

 

Boulder County’s Solid Waste Plan is extremely outdated (1987) and they have contracted Anne 

to have it be something more living and vibrant for the existing conditions in the community. 

Resource Conservation Division is doing the first cut to a comprehensive sort of changes and 

drafting the first edits. Boulder County staff will then review. Planning Staff will have an open 

house to present information gathered and receive input with RCAB in coordination for 

September meeting. Next, a more concrete working draft will be authored with new community 

input and presented at a joint study session in October. A revised draft element will be completed 

by late October and then one last meeting will be scheduled for public input in November or 

December. Comprehensive Plan will be completed for late December or most likely early 

January. RCAB member requested that there be a consistent measurement (units) across Boulder 

County that makes the larger conversation across Boulder County cities more congruent. Action: 

Anne will send document to Leigh Cushing to forward on to RCAB members for review. 

 

7. Special Topic: CDPHE Integrated Solid Waste & Materials Management Plan 

 RCAB is going to comment to the State by the beginning of September for certain areas of the 

 report. This information will be presented to staff at the next meeting for review and comments. 

 Steve Derus, Republic Services, strongly suggests we comment on this plan.  
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8. Adjournment: Dan Matsch at 6:37 pm – RCAB member seconded request for 

adjournment. 

 

 

 


