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Boulder County Resource Conservation Advisory Board Meeting  
Minutes – April 27th, 2016 

 
Present:   
Darla Arians – Boulder County 
Shirley Garcia – Broomfield  
Holly Hughes – Ward  
Bridget Johnson – Jamestown (phone) 
Charles Kamenides – Longmont  
Neal Lurie – Center for Resource 

Conservation 
Dan Matsch – Lyons  
Lisa Morzel – At Large 
Mark Persichetti – Louisville  
Tim Plass – Boulder  
Camille Thorson – Nederland  
Russ Callas – At-Large 
Michael Donovan – At-Large 
Stephanie Walton – Lafayette 
Shari Malloy – At Large  
 
Active Members Not Present:    
Martin Toth – Superior  
Jack DeBell – CU Recycling  
Heather Wood – At Large 
Bryce Isaacson – Western Disposal  
Suzanne (Zan) Jones – Eco-Cycle  
Jeff Stewart – Other Hauler 

 
 
 
RCAB Staff Liaison:   
Leigh Cushing – Commissioners’ 

Office/Sustainability 
Austin Everett – Commissioners’ 

Office/Sustainability 
Tyler Kesler – Commissioners’ 

Office/Sustainability 
 
Guests:   
Kevin Afflerbaugh – Western Disposal 

Services  
David Bebak – Boulder County 
Ron Flax – Boulder County Land Use 
Kara Mertz – City of Boulder 
Nathan McBride – Boulder County 
Elizabeth Black – presenter 
Deb Gardner – Boulder County  
 
 
 
 
 

1. Call to Order  
Dan Matsch called the meeting to order at 4:56pm.  
 

2. Approval of February 2016 Minutes  
Holly motioned for approval and members unanimously accepted minutes pending 
changes to date and status of membership. 
 

3. Intro - new board members 
The board would like to extend a warm welcome to three new members: Russ Callas – 
At-Large, Michael Donovan – At-Large, and Stephanie Walton – representing Lafayette 
 

4. Public Comment / Community Reports 
Momentum Recycling  - Jeff Callahan gave an update on the opening of their new facility 
in Louisville; they are having an open house on June 3rd from 12 p.m. - 4 p.m. Leigh will 
send out email reminder for RCAB members. 
 
Louisville – The town is preparing for their Friday night street fair that runs in June and 
July. These events are zero waste, and last year they were able to achieve a 90% 
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diversion rate. Louisville is also launching their first ever green awards program for 
businesses. Applicants will be reviewed starting in October and awards will be presented 
in November.  
 
Longmont – Continues to move forward with their curbside organic collection program 
and a pay-as –you-throw program. Longmont Public Works has picked up 8,000 yards of 
tree debris from the recent snowstorms. Tree debris will be grinded into mulch. 
 
City of Boulder – Plans to do a similar tree collection program, there is a lot of wood 
debris around the city (33% of the trees in the community were damaged). The city of 
Boulder is getting ready for the June 16 compliance date for the Universal Zero Waste 
Ordinance.  
 
Lafayette – The city of Lafayette has 3 or 4 openings on the Waste Reduction Advisory 
Committee, check Lafayette’s website for more information. 
 
Boulder County- Is in the process of creating a new Sustainability website to highlight 
successful county-run programs. Backyard compost workshops, as well as Spring 
Cleanup planning are underway. The Emergency Debris Management Plan is almost 
complete (started in 2013). This year, the Solid Waste Element of the Boulder County 
Comprehensive Plan will be updated, along with the Boulder County Hauler Ordinance. 
 
Broomfield- Spring cleanup has begun, Broomfield will be hosting a household 
hazardous waste event. Interested in increasing glass diversion throughout the 
community.  
 
Jamestown – The canyon roads are being completely rebuilt, people are moving back into 
town and there is a lot of construction happening. 
 
Lyons – Also has a lot of construction happening. Lyons is participating in the spring 
cleanup program scheduled for May 22nd, which will be combined with a town-wide 
yard sale event meant to attract visitors. 

 

5. Special Topic:  Carbon Sequestration: Elizabeth Black will give a presentation on 
soil carbon sequestration 

Elizabeth Black gave a shortened presentation regarding carbon sequestration (see April 
handouts for slides). The simplified message is that applying compost and biochar to 
rangeland could have large carbon sequestration and greenhouse gas impacts.  

Nathan McBride came from Boulder County Parks and Open Space and gave a short 
overview of the county’s wood collection stations and their plans and desire to increase 
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biochar and other carbon sequestration methods. There is a lot of potential for 
remediation for areas such as old mining operations.  

6. Special Topic: Carbon Sequestration: Tim Plass talks about carbon credits and 
models from other communities  
 
Tim Plass gave a follow-up presentation on carbon credits for sequestration on 
agricultural land and potential future steps for Boulder County. 

It could be worth contacting the American carbon registry to see if we could qualify for a 
similar program as Marin County, or if we need to prove a separate viability for 
Colorado. The other local governments that are exploring this are the counties of San 
Miguel and Ouray County. This is an optimistic and promising endeavor but there are 
also many details that still need to be worked out. 

RCAB would like to get feedback and buy-in from other municipalities in Boulder 
County before reaching out to private and non-profit partners to find grants or other 
forms of funding. Potential to offer the county and our lands as a study area for research.  

7. Special Topic: ReTRAC: David Bebak update on the new software, and community 
benefits 

David Bebak shared an update on the ReTRAC software and how the implementation is 
progressing; see slides in April handouts for more information: 

• The software is intended to move away from paper tracking and create a uniform 
tracking method for all haulers.  

• In addition to having haulers report data, they have also been able to collect data 
from drop-off centers.  

• There is a greenhouse gas report function in ReTRAC that plugs local data into a 
formula to generate reports.  

• In 2016 the City of Boulder and Boulder County spent about $16,000 to create 
and start this program. They’re not looking to recoup those costs but they are 
hoping to split future maintenance and operation costs among all 11 
municipalities.  

• If municipalities participate, they will have access to individual community 
reports 

• If all of the county’s jurisdictions participated the total divided by the 11 
communities would only be approximately $300 per year.  

• From the municipal perspective members have questions of how the cost sharing 
would work, would we need an IGA or something similar. 
 
 

8. Adjourn 
Holly Hughes moves to adjourn and Charles Kamenides seconds the motion. 
The meeting adjourned at 6:35 pm. 


