Colorado Hazard Mapping Project
(CHAMP) Update

The CHAMP process, which is focused on updating natural hazard
information post-2013 Flood and managed by the Colorado Water
Conservation Board, will ultimately produce new and more accurate
floodplain maps for many waterways in Boulder County enabling
more effective floodplain management that will better protect the
health, safety and welfare of Boulder County residents.

New floodplain maps will potentially result in an increased or
decreased predicted flood hazard for property owners in Boulder
County. More information on CHAMP can be found in the first Boulder
County floodplain remapping newsletter:
www.BoulderCounty.org/roads/plans/pages/champ.aspx

The third quarterly meeting for the CHAMP process was held on May
25.In summary:

« Data collection and ground surveys for all of the waterways in the
first phase have been completed.

« The draft floodplain maps for Phase | waterways are currently
being developed and should be available by fall 2016.

« Ground surveying for Phase Il waterways is will occur between
late June and early November 2016.

Phase | waterways include West Fork Little Thompson River, Little
Thompson River, Cabin Creek, North - South - Middle St. Vrain
Creek(s), St. Vrain Creek, Boulder Creek, North Boulder Creek, Middle
Boulder Creek, South Boulder Creek, Dry Creek #2, Two Mile Canyon
Creek, Coal Creek, Rock Creek, New Dry Creek Ditch, Upper Four Mile
Canyon Creek.

More information, can be found on the CHAMP website:
www.ColoradoHazardMapping.com/hazardMapping/phaseOneFlood

plainMapping

Land Use Code Floodplain
Regulations Update

Proposed updates to the floodplain regulations were heard by the
Planning Commission on 15 June 2016. The updates are scheduled to
be heard by the Planning Commission again on 17 August 2016.
Before this, Boulder County will hold two study sessions in July 2016
to provide an opportunity for residents to learn more about the
proposed changes, ask questions, and provide feedback. The
proposed floodplain code updates can be viewed at:
www.BoulderCounty.org/property/build/Pages/lucodeupdatedc1500

04.aspx

Stay informed about future developments

Boulder County will be partnering with the Fourmile,
St Vrain, Little Thompson, Coal Creek, and Left

Watershed Coalitions

Boulder County has a website dedicated to the
floodplain remapping process:

Website

Hand Watershed Coalitions to distribute newsletters

to all members.

www.BoCoFloodplainRemapping.com.

This website provides general information about

Social Media

Twitter at www.Facecook.com/bouldercounty and

www. Twitter.com/bouldercounty.
Community Meetings

Important news will also be distributed via Boulder
County’s social media outlets on Facebook and

Insurance Program, and will provide updates on

the CHAMP process as they are released.

Newsletters

regulatory floodplains, the Federal Emergency

Management Agency, the National Flood

the release of draft floodplain maps. Details on dates

Boulder County will host public meetings following
and locations will be released closer to the time.

bi-monthly. Each newsletter will provide updates
on the CHAMP process as well as other
remapping process. The newsletters will also be

available on the website.

Listserv

information relevant to the regulatory floodplain

Boulder County will distribute newsletters

Next Newsletter

The third newsletter will be released towards the end of August 2016 and will
provide an update on the proposed amendments to the floodplain regulations;
an update on the CHAMP process; community meeting dates, times, and
locations for public sessions to present the draft floodplain maps.

Boulder County will be managing a listserv that

any interested person can sign up to and receive

regular updates about the floodplain remapping

process. Sign up informtion can be found on the

Remapping website.
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Welcome to the 2nd newsletter for the Boulder County Floodplain
Remapping Program.

In this edition, we focus on the National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP) and also provide an update on the Colorado Water
Conservation Board’s (CWCB) floodplain remapping program
(CHAMP) and the proposed floodplain regulation updates.

With new floodplain maps coming, it is important to understand how
your predicated flooding risk and associated insurance requirements
may change. This is important for any property owner or resident in or
near a currently mapped floodplain or along a waterway that is being
mapped for the first time. To determine if your property is near a
waterway that will be receiving a new floodplain map, visit:

www.ColoradoHazardMapping.com/hazardMapping/phaseOne
FloodplainMapping/Map

National Flood Insurance Program

Floods are the most common and costly natural disaster in the United
States and Boulder County is one of the most at-risk communities for
flash flooding. The NFIP aims to reduce the impact of flooding on
private and public structures by providing affordable insurance to
property owners and having communities adopt and enforce
floodplain management regulations. Since 1973 the NFIP has paid
nearly $40 billion in flood insurance claims to help thousands of
families and businesses recover from flood events.

The NFIP was federally initiated in 1968 to provide affordable flood
insurance nation-wide. Designating and regulating development in
floodplains is intrinsically linked to the NFIP. More information can be
found at FEMA's flood insurance program website,
www.FEMA.gov/national-flood-insurance-program.

Boulder County’s participation in the NFIP guarantees Boulder
residents have the ability to purchase flood insurance. Further,
unincorporated Boulder County has applied for $40 million in public
assistance for infrastructure (and it could reach $100 million) and
approximately $35 million in FEMA assistance has gone to private
residents.

The Community Rating System (CRS) is an important part of the NFIP,
by seeking to reduce damage, support insurance, and encourage a
comprehensive approach to floodplain management. Boulder
County participates in the CRS and currently has a CRS rating of 5,
placing it in the top 123 communities in the United States, directly
resulting in up to a 25% discount on insurance rates for many
property owners!

More information on the CRS can be found at,
www.FEMA.gov/community-rating-system

Why is flood insurance necessary?

Flood insurance is highly recommended for any property located in
or near the floodplain. Even houses not located near the floodplain
may suffer flood damage. Flood insurance provides important funds
that assist with flood damage recovery. Statistically, the chance of a
100-year flood event occurring during any given year is only 1%. But,
over a 30 year mortgage, a 100-year flood event has a 26% chance of
occurring.

Owners of property within the floodplain who hold a
federally-regulated mortgage are required by law to have flood
insurance. Even if not federally required, a lender can require flood
insurance. All residents are eligible for flood insurance.

When should flood insurance be purchased?
The sooner flood insurance is obtained, the better.

After the 30 day waiting period following the purchase of flood
insurance, your house is insured against damages resulting from a
flood event irrespective of whether your house is located in a
regulated floodplain.

If you anticipate your property might be mapped into the floodplain
in the future, obtaining flood insurance before this occurs will result
in lower rates for a longer period. For example, if the CWCB draft
floodplain maps (once available) indicate your property is within the
floodplain where previously it was not and you purchase flood
insurance, once FEMA adopts the new maps as effective Flood
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs), your policy can be renewed at the
same lower rate during the first year the property is mapped within
the floodplain.

If you do not have flood insurance and your property is mapped into
the floodplain, you are eligible for lower rates for the first 12 months
only.

After the initial period, outlined above, all insurance rates will
transition to a full-risk rate with annual increases of no more than
18%.

What does flood insurance cover?

The FloodSmart website (www.FloodSmart.gov) is an excellent
source of information about flood insurance. Flood insurance and
homeowners insurance (incorporating hazard insurance) are
different. Standard homeowner’s insurance usually covers against
water damage from burst pipes but not against damage caused by
flood water. Flood insurance will cover against damages to house
and/or contents in the event of a natural flood event. In all cases, it is
worth talking with your insurance agent to ensure you have the
coverage you require. It is important to understand that the NFIP has
limits to its coverage ($250,000 for buildings and $100,000 for
contents) and therefore you may want to explore if there are ways to
augment your coverage with your agent.

What is grandfathering?

If a new map showing an increased risk becomes effective, flood
insurance rates will likely change. The NFIP grandfathering option
allows policy holders who have built in accordance with the
floodplain map and regulations in effect at the time of construction
to keep their previous flood zone or base flood elevation to calculate
their premium.

How can insurance rates be reduced?

There are several methods to reduce insurance rates. One method is
to mitigate risk — this may involve filling in basements, installing
flood vents in the crawl space, raising the dwelling above the base
flood elevation, or raising heating/cooling systems or other
mechanical items. Other methods include increasing the deductible
or, in some circumstances, applying for a Letter of Map Change with
more precise information that shows your property or house is
actually outside the floodplain.

Building in accordance with local permitting requirements will
reduce your risk as will keeping debris and trash out of nearby
streams and ditches.

How will the new floodplain maps affect my
requirement for flood insurance?

Insurance requirements and rate calculations will change only once
FEMA adopts the new floodplain maps as FIRMs. The following table
summarizes the changes:

NOW FUTURE INSURANCE
Ousside 100 year Ourside 100 year flood Insurance ded but not required.
floodplain
In 100 year Ourside 100 vear floodplain,  Insurance is recommended, but not required,
flodplain,
Ohrsicle 100 year In 100 year foodplain Insurance is required if morgage is federally backed, If purchased before new maps
Hossdplain adopred by FEMA, a cheaper rate is available for a longer period,

In 100 year foodplin  In 100 year foodplain, Higher  Insurance is required if mongage is federally backed. Insurance rare will be recaleulared and
predicted flood clevagion. possibly increase, depending on the change in predicred Nood cevation,

In 100 year floodplain  1n 100 year floodplain. Lower 1 is required i is federally backed. Insurance rae will be recaleulated and
predicted fload elevation. possibly decrease, depending on the change in predicted fload elevation.




