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TONIGHT’S AGENDA 



• Varda Blum, Boulder County 
• Erin Cooper, Boulder County 
• Kevin Doyle, Michael Baker Intl. 
• Corey Elliott, CWCB 
• George Gerstle, Boulder County 
• Rigel Rucker, AECOM 
• Dave Watson, Boulder County 

INTRODUCTIONS 



1. Inform the community (you!) of the 
remapping process 

2. Provide opportunity for community 
input 

MEETING GOALS: 



COLORADO HAZARD MAPPING PROGRAM 

Why is this study being conducted? 
• Hazards change 
• Currently effective floodplain delineations are often outdated and incorrect 
• Maps regularly updated across the country by FEMA, States, Communities 
• Flood of 2013 – State initiated program 

• Changes to flooding characteristics 
• Changes to understanding of rainfall 

Why does it impact you? 
• Know if you are at risk 
• Will revise Flood Insurance Rate Maps that impact insurance rates (based on risk) 

Where will there be changes? 

3. Program Overview 
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http://www.coloradohazardmapping.com/
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COLORADO HAZARD MAPPING PROGRAM 

What happens next? 
• There are still multiple reviews that will occur, so data is subject to change 
• Boulder County being proactive to bring this information to you in draft form 
• This is a first look for you to get your input well in advance of data finalization 

When will changes go into effect ? 
• CHAMP team will review comments 
• FEMA will review data next Spring 
• Data will be put onto preliminary Flood insurance Rate Maps late next year 
• A formal 90 day appeal period will commence where anyone can appeal maps with 

technical data 
• Once resolved, maps will be released as final (effective), likely late 2018/early 

2019 
 

 

3. Program Overview 



• Varied 
conditions 

• Changing risks  
• Early adoption 

for health & 
safety 

BOULDER COUNTY’S ROLE 

4. Boulder County’s Role 



2013 FLOOD ST. VRAIN WATERSHED 

Estimated Peak Discharges Experienced in 2013 Flood 

• St. Vrain Creek @ Hwy 36 Bridge – 23,000 cfs 

• North St. Vrain Creek above Lyons – 12,300 cfs 

• South St. Vrain Creek above Lyons – 9,000 cfs 

 

Newly Modeled Discharges of the 100-yr Flood Event 

• St. Vrain Creek @ Hwy 36 Bridge – 12,089 cfs 

• North St. Vrain Creek above Lyons – 6,386 cfs 

• South St. Vrain Creek above Lyons – 7,234 cfs 

 

5. Data Overview 



ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
Federal Role (FEMA) 
• Administrator of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
• Provide risk information to communities across the nation 
• Make Flood Insurance available to communities who enroll in the NFIP 
State Role (CWCB) 
• Provide assistance to communities in the adoption and enforcement of floodplain 

regulations 
• Provide technical assistance to communities 
• Performing updated flood risk studies (in some cases) 
Local Role (Boulder County) 
• Adoption of the Flood Risk data provided by FEMA 
• Enact and Enforce regulations to comply with the NFIP (minimum requirements 

are set by FEMA and CWCB) 
Ultimate Goal of all Entities – Protect Life, Health, & Safety 

 

5. Data Overview 



TIMELINE REVISITED 

• Now – Boulder County is reviewing the hydraulics and floodplain mapping 

• Spring 2017 
• FEMA will review the hydraulics and floodplain mapping 
• Boulder County to adopt floodplain as “best available data” 

• Late 2017 – Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Maps issued 

• Early 2019 – Flood Insurance Rate Maps Effective 

 
* All dates are subject to change 

5. Data Overview 



Screenshot of main page 

6. Map Review Website 

http://arcg.is/2fF4CZY
http://arcg.is/2fF4CZY


MAP REVIEW WEBSITE 

6. Map Review Website 
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6. Map Review Website 



c 



c 

500-year 
floodplain 

100-year 
floodplain 

floodway 

Some maps on your tables have draft layers in colors (not gray) 



HOW TO COMMENT 

How to comment 

Text box with alternative method 

 

6. Map Review Website 



HOW TO COMMENT 

How to comment 

Text box with alternative method 

 

6. Map Review Website 



INSTRUCTIONS BUTTON 

How to comment 

Text box with alternative method 

 

6. Map Review Website 



RESOURCES BUTTON 

How to comment 

Text box with alternative method 

 

6. Map Review Website 



DRAFT MAPS AT THE TABLES 

• What we’d like to learn from your review: 
• Structure locations – accurate? 
• Planned work? 
• Topographic details 
• Impacts to water flow  

 

• DEADLINE for comments for this area: JANUARY  9TH 

R E M A P P I N G  P O I NT  O F  C O NTAC T:  E R I N  C O O P E R ,  
F LO O D P L A I NM A P S C O M M E NT@ B O U L D E RC O U NT Y. O RG  
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