LET'S GO!

Design A Predator

As you start your hike, notice the sign near
the trailhead warning that you are “Hiking in
mountain lion habitat.” Mountain lions are
predators and must hunt for food. Fox, coyote
and hawks are other predators living here.
Predators use their quick reflexes, powerful
jaws, and good eye sight to track down prey.

What makes a predator good at hunting?
Design and draw a predator below.

What does your animal eat?

Nature Detectives Club mystery
guides can be found at:

1) Agricultural Heritage Center

2) Betasso Preserve

3) Caribou Ranch Open Space

4) Carolyn Holmberg Preserve

5) Meyers Homestead Trail at Walker Ranch
6) Walden Ponds Wildlife Habitat

7) Heil Valley Ranch

8) Mud Lake Open Space

9) Pella Crossing

Drop your completed mystery guide in the

Nature Detectives Club mailbox at each park. If
you need to finish at home, mail it to us:

Nature Detectives Club, Boulder County Parks and
Open Space, 5201 St. Vrain Road,

Longmont, CO 80503

Don't forget to complete the information below so we
can send you prizes and return your

mystery guides!

Grown ups, please provide the following
information:

Detective’s Name:

Age:

Address:

City:

Zip Code:

i) L)

www.BoulderCountyOpenSpace.org

Boulder
County
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MEYERS HOMESTEAD
AT WALKER RANCH

A mystery awaits, in a county park full
of clues...

@ Your mission is to become a young
Nature Detective, collecting clues from
the world around you, and solving
mysteries of the forest, prairie, wetlands,
and mountains.

@ After completing three of the nine
mystery guides (see full listing of parks
on back cover) we’ll send you a nature
sleuthing tool -- something useful, for
your future outdoor adventures.

@ All right, detective, let’s go!

(For ages 11 and under)
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SLEUTHING GUIDE:

@ Take this Nature Detectives activity page
and a pen or pencil with you as you explore.
To complete your Nature Detective Training
at this park, complete 3 of the 6 activities.

@ Inside you will find a map of the park,
which will serve as a guide. Some activities
correspond to locations on the map, 7 and
some activities can be done anywhere.

@ Feel free to get help from grownups on this,
but remember, you are the creative genius!
This page is yours to write your observations
and draw pictures. The more thoughtful, the
more artistic-- the better!

YOUR CASE:
MEYERS HOMESTEAD

Coyote, deer, black bear, mountain
lion and wild turkey can be found
here. EIk migrate here from higher
elevations in the winter. In 2000, the
Eldorado Fire burned 1,062 acres
here on Walker Ranch.

ANYWHERE AT MEYERS HOMESTEAD...

Meet a Tree!

Trees may seem to be all the same when you first look at
them, but just like people, trees are each different in their shape,
size, and color. Here’s a fun way to “get to know” a tree a little
better:

Find a spot to the side of the trail where there are a lot of

trees. Pair up with an adult partner. Close your eyes, and let
your partner guide you slowly and carefully around the area
until he or she finds a tree for you to meet. Keep your eyes
closed, and use your other senses to get to know it — feel
the trunk and branches, smell it . . . etc.

When you think you know your tree, have your
partner lead you back to the start spot. Open your
eyes, and then see if you can find your tree again!




MEYERS HOMESTEAD NATURE DETECTIVE'S MAP

Feel free to write or draw on your map!
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- Power lines

. - Aspen stand

- Picnic shelter

+ - Old sawmill

- Trail

- Bench overlook

. - Meadow
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Why do you think plants smell good to you?

Super Sleuth Challenge (for detectives with bikes):

While looking out from the Bench Overlook (marked on your
map) can you figure out what force carved out the canyon be-
low?

*Fill in the missing letters to reveal the answer: “W__E R’




