
fall 2006

imagesimagesimages
OF BOULDER COUNTY PARKS AND OPEN SPACE



 2 Images / fall 2006

Images
volume 28, number 3

The mission of the Boulder County Parks 
and Open Space Department is to 
conserve natural, cultural and agricultural 
resources and provide public uses that 
re! ect sound resource management and 
community values.

COVER
Mud Lake’s short, ! at trails make it a great place 
for families to visit in the fall.

PHOTOGRAPHS  & ILLUSTRATIONS
Wall Street . . . courtesy Dee Bailey
Mountain Lion . . . by Kevin Grady, trail camera
Biker . . . by Janette Cooper
Gentian . . . Patrick J. Alexander @ USDA-
    NRCS PLANTS Database
Elk . . . by Boya Liu 
Porcupine . . . by Boya Liu
Bluebird . . .  by George Oetzel
Forestry Technician . . . by Boulder County Staff
Nature Detectives . . . by Charlotte Jorgensen 
   and Boya Liu

NATURE DETECTIVES  
Katherine Young 

DISCOVER BOULDER COUNTY
Larry Colbenson

PRINTING
Boulder County Printing Department

EDITORS
Viv ienne Jannatpour and Pascale Fried 

Images is a quarterly publication. Subscriptions 
are free to Boulder County residents; 
out-of-county subscriptions are $4 annually. 
If you would like to become a subscriber, please 
telephone (303) 678-6222, e-mail  
us at <swilliams@co.boulder.co.us> or send 
your name and mailing address to Boulder 
County Parks and Open Space Department, 
5201 St. Vrain Road, Longmont, CO 80503. 
Non-credited articles are by the editors. 
Suggestions and comments are welcome; 
please contact us at (303) 678-6207 or 
vjannatpour@co.boulder.co.us

BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS
Ben Pearlman
Thomas A. Mayer
Wil l Toor

Wall Street, Boom or Bust?
by Shirley Hollingsworth

When you hear someone talking about Wall Street, what is the " rst thing that 
comes to your mind?  Of course, you say, the stock market, what else?  However, 
did you know in Boulder County, we have our own Wall Street? And we are not 
talking about the stock market#

Follow Boulder Canyon up to the site where the town of Orodell once stood, 
at the point where Four Mile Creek enters Boulder Creek.  Turn north up a steep 
and winding road through Four Mile Canyon to the quiet community of Wall Street 
where you will " nd the Wall Street Assay Of" ce.

Today, the Wall Street neighborhood is a handful of small houses and mountain 
cabins nestled among conifers and against rocky hillsides cradling Four Mile 
Canyon. This tiny mountain community once witnessed a rich chapter in Boulder 
County’s history.

In 1857 gold was discovered in Cherry Creek (present-day Denver) luring 
thousands of people to the Rocky Mountain region.  One gold seeker, Thomas 
Aikens, decided to leave the group and headed out to the mouth of Boulder Canyon 
in the fall of 1858.  His group started prospecting Boulder, Four Mile, St. Vrain, 
and Sunshine Creeks.  They discovered gold in January 1859 while prospecting on 
Four Mile Creek.  This “digging” was called Gold Run and was the beginning of the 
discovery of several lodes and the town of Gold Hill.  

By 1860, approximately 1,500 to 2,000 people resided in Gold Hill.  
Experienced miners and people with dreams of a new life came west to " nd the 
yellow gold.  Some came west in search of job security and a good wage; others 
came for adventure or upward mobility.  Many people did not see mining as a 
permanent job but only as a get-rich-quick scheme.  Prospectors and miners, often 
bachelors, traveled in Boulder County’s canyons in search of gold.  New camps 
and towns were established and disappeared with the boom-and-bust cycles of the 
mining industry.  Wall Street is one of the camps that survived through the years.

Wall Street had its beginnings with the arrival of Gardner P. Wood around 1866.  
At the time,  the area was known as Sugar Loaf.  As the years went by, two separate 
communities grew, one at the base of Sugarloaf Mountain and one at the top.  In 
1891,  a disagreement began over where the post of" ce should be located.  By 1895, 
two post of" ces were operating in the area.

James F. Bailey on Wall Street in the early 1930s 
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Directions
The Wall Street Assay Of" ce is located at 6352 Four 
Mile Canyon Dr.  From 28th St. in Boulder, go west 
on Canyon Blvd. 4.0 miles and take a right on Four 
Mile Canyon Dr.  Go 4.9 miles to the fork and bear 
left. Continue on Four Mile Canyon Dr. for another 
1.6 miles until you reach the Assay Of" ce on the right 
side of the road.

Museum Hours
May 1 - October 1
10:00am to 2:00pm

Third Saturday of each month

Organized groups of 12 or more people can arrange 
a tour of the museum anytime during the year. Call 
(303) 776-8848.

Next on the scene was Charles W. Caryl, who arrived in 
Boulder County in the spring of 1897.  He worked fast, quietly, 
and had everyone guessing what he was doing.  He purchased 
and paid cash for 40 mines and prospects on the other side of 
Four Mile Creek.  Caryl bought a house and quickly established 
the Wall Street Townsite Company, the Nancy Gold Mining 
and Milling Company, the Wall Street Tunnel Company and the 
Gold Extraction Mining and Supply Company.  From the Spring 
of 1897 until the summer of 1899, Caryl’s companies enlarged 
the boarding house, creating the Wall Street Hotel, and built the 
Wall Street Mercantile and the Assay Of" ce plus various cabins 
and storage buildings.  Caryl had a dream and was able to get 
many people  to invest in his grand plans.  However, his dream 
began to unravel in August of 1899, when a wealthy 70-year-
old widow " led a law suit saying he had swindled her out of 
$130,000.  Caryl settled out of court with the family in June 
1900 by giving them numerous mines and all of the Wall Street 
townsite west of Third Street.  By 1902, Caryl had sold or lost 
most of his Wall Street property.  Even though Charles Caryl’s 
grand plan failed, many mines in the area were successfully 
operated until 1942.  

The assay of" ce played an important role in mining.  
Prospectors and miners took samples of the ore to the assayer 
to determine the value of the ore.  Then the prospector found 
investors using the value of the ore.  Once the investors were 
found, the mine would open and the ore removed and milled. 
The Wall Street Assay Of" ce is the only surviving structure in 
Boulder County built by Caryl and the only building associated 

with the Wall Street Gold 
Extraction Company Mill that 
has survived intact and almost 
unchanged.  

After the Gold Extraction 
Company closed, the mill and 
assay of" ce were sold at a 
sheriff’s sale in 1907.  James E. 
Bailey bought the assay of" ce 
and used the upstairs west room 
for his of" ce and living quarters.  
His brother, the assayer for the 
Gold Extraction Mill before it 
closed, used the lower ! oor for 
his assay of" ce, and the upstairs 
east room was used for a pool 
hall while their families lived 
in Denver.  In 1928, James E. 
Bailey died in an accident in the 
Good Morning mine, so his wife 
sold their home in Denver and 
moved into the Assay Of" ce.  
Their son, James F. Bailey, 
worked in various mines until 
1960 when his mother turned 
over the Assay Of" ce/Residence 
to James and his wife, Dee.  On 
April 17, 1997, James F. Bailey, 

one of the last Wall Street miners, died.  His wife Dee was 
determined to remind everyone who lives in and visits Boulder 
that it was the miners and their families who helped to inspire 
Boulder County’s development.  She was able to erect a mining 
statue in front of the Boulder County Courthouse in 1997 
and was instrumental in opening the Wall Street Assay Of" ce 
as a museum.

John Knapp (left) and James E. Bailey in front of the assay of" ce in the early 1900s.

Feature Article
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lion, and almost always occur when humans behave in a way 
that triggers the lion’s hunting instincts. Runners and mountain 
bikers out at dawn and dusk make up the majority of adult 
attacks, while most overall attacks occur when a child walks far 
ahead or falls behind a group. Consider however, that “most” in 
this case refers to attacks compiled throughout North America 
over the course of recorded history, an extremely small number 
considering that Boulder County Parks and Open Space alone 
receives over one million visitors each year.

There are several things you can do to avoid an encounter 
while hiking. First off, you are more likely to see wildlife of 
every type if you are out near dawn or dusk, and this includes 
bears and lions. Other factors include hiking off trail and hiking 
in areas with abundant berries or shrubby grassland (food for 
deer creates food for mountain lions). When venturing into 
these areas, it’s best not to hike alone, or let children wander 
ahead or behind. Making noise as you hike can also reduce the 
chances of startling a bear or lion. In the event that you should 
encounter one of these animals, stay calm; your demeanor can 
often mean the difference between a passive encounter and an 
attack. In general, you don’t want to run, bleat, or otherwise 
act like prey. If you feel threatened, make yourself look big. 
Try to stand on a rock or anything above the animal, and avoid 
bending over, sitting, or anything that could make you appear 
small. Be aggressive; for a lion, throw rocks or anything 
you have in your hands. You essentially want to pass on the 
message, “I’m a big bad human, and you don’t want to mess 
with me.” When possible, ease the situation by slowly backing 
away, and leave the area.

Enjoying Boulder County’s trails is far safer than many 
everyday activities, such as driving or riding in a car. But just 
like driving, we accept certain risks as part of the package.  It 
is always wise to be alert and aware of your surroundings when 
enjoying any outdoor activity, but with a little planning and 
presence of mind, you can leave fear at home.

It’s Happened Again# Extra# Bear Attacks Campers# 
Mountain Lion Attacks# Many of us choose to live in Boulder 
County because of its beautiful open spaces, rugged mountains, 
and many recreation opportunities. However, the wilderness and 
open space that we enjoy also harbors a seemingly persistent 
threat — large predators. Mountain lions and black bears share 
our home, and many of us sense a healthy, primal fear at the 
thought of a large animal lurking in the shadows. Every attack 
makes national headlines, and it seems that we are often reading 
horrid details about the latest incident. But before we lock our 
doors and hide under the covers, it is important to realize that 
these attacks are often avoidable, and very rare. 

Large predators capture our imagination, and many 
backcountry enthusiasts consider themselves lucky to ever 
catch a glimpse of a black bear or a mountain lion. These 
animals are wary of humans and often ! ee the area at the sound 
or smell of a hiker’s approach. The extreme rarity of attacks 
is one key reason why such events end up in the news. In the 
entire United States and Canada, there is, on average, less than 
one fatal attack per year by either a mountain lion or a black 
bear. Contrast this with the year 2002, when according to the 
National Safety Council, 18 people in the U.S. were killed by 
domestic dog attacks, 54 deaths were caused by bee stings, and 
785 people were killed by “falls involving beds, chairs or other 
furniture.” Here are some things to consider when regarding 
Boulder County’s largest predators.

Big Bad Black Bears
Although they vary in color and are often not black, the 

black bear is the only species of bear that you may encounter 
in Boulder County. Black bears are relatively docile when 
compared with the grizzly, and very rarely attack. Despite their 
reputation, black bears will often be scared away or even climb 
a tree at the " rst sight of people. One common misconception 
is that females will maul a person in defense of cubs. This 
is generally a grizzly bear trait. Female black bears with 
cubs can certainly be aggressive, but this aggression, usually 
characterized by jaw clacking, standing up, and even a bluff 
charge, is almost always intended to scare, not injure. The 
“show,” however, is usually quite effective, and even without 
actual violence, most folks don’t need to be shown the exit.  

Monstrous Mountain Lions  
Of the estimated 3,000 to 7,000 mountain lions in 

Colorado, few are ever seen. Humans are not a mountain lion’s 
normal prey, and if you are lucky enough to see one while out 
on the trails, chances are it is just curious. Lions depend on 
mule deer as their primary food source, though they also feed on 
smaller creatures such as rabbits and even porcupines. Human 
attacks are usually initiated by a sick or starving mountain 

Predators in our Midst
by Lucas Ainsworth

Wildlife

A mountain lion eats a meal in the backcountry of Heil Valley Ranch.
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Let’s do that again# 
I couldn’t believe it, but 
that’s what I was thinking 
when I " nished riding 
the Eagle Wind Trail at 
Rabbit Mountain. I hadn’t 
ridden a trail in a long, long 
time, so I was more than 
a little intimidated to start 
mountain biking again. 
Picking a trail that is good 
for beginners is tricky here 
on the Front Range, as the 
trails are either fairly ! at 
or scary and steep. At least, 
that’s what I thought. This 
trail proved me wrong. 
Yes, there are steep areas, 
and yes, there are rocks, 
but they are mixed in with 
some great riding. I don’t 
mind walking my bike a bit, 
knowing that my mountain 
biking skills will not 
magically re-appear without 
practice. Rather than taking 
the fun out of the ride, 
walking those areas just 
gives me an excuse to come 
back another day to ride the 
trail again, hoping each ride will show improvement. Walking 
also helps me to slow down, allowing me to see more than I 
normally would while riding. 

Unfortunately, the hardest part of the trail is the beginning.  
You have two choices: either ride up the steep service road 
(I, for one, am not a good climber), or ride up the trail, which 
is also steep. And rocky. Although I am a beginner and do not 
consider myself a good technical rider, I like the trail. I think 
the rocks distract me from the fact that I am climbing. The 
tough ones also give me a good reason to stop and catch my 
breath. This is a great time to look around, take in the scenery, 
look more closely at the wild! owers, or look up and search for 
raptors ! ying overhead.  

Once you have gotten up the hill, which is about one-half 
mile, turn right onto the Eagle Wind Trail. Again, this half-mile 
long trail starts off climbing, but if you get tired, there is a nice 
bench off to the left, soon after the steepest section peaks. Last 
time I sat there I saw a western kingbird and some gold" nches 
and house " nches. (Where was the birdfeeder?) 

 After a while you will come to the two-mile loop section of 
the trail. I prefer to start on the left, as the right side seems more 
dif" cult, but seems easier to manage if you ride clockwise. 
This trail is not as steep, mostly rolling ups and downs, and 
most of the rocks are manageable. I still got off my bike a few 

times, mostly on the steeper sections, but not so much as to be 
discouraging. The views along this loop trail de" nitely make it 
worth the effort.

When to go
Since discovering this ride, I have grown more and more 

fond of Rabbit Mountain. It is one of my favorite places to 
go, and now that fall is here, it is the perfect time to ride (or 
hike). The temperature is not so warm and the angle of the sun 
elegantly highlights the fall colors and textures found at Rabbit 
Mountain. One of my favorite sights is of the sun shining on 
and lighting up the seed heads of the many grasses. Three-leafed 
sumac is also changing colors, turning a beautiful yellow and 
gold. Be on the lookout for bear scat, as the bears come down 
to lower elevations searching for berries and other food sources 
to help them last through their winter hibernation. Winter is just 
around the corner, so come enjoy the beautiful fall weather at 
Rabbit Mountain.  

On the Rocks:  A Hiker Bikes Rabbit Mountain
by Janette Cooper

A biker enjoys the Eagle Wind Trail at Rabbit Mountain

Recreation
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Spring and summer wild! ower viewings in Boulder County 
are the most proli" c and probably the most beautiful, but a 
relatively small number of native ! owering plants are also seen 
in the fall. These few but hardy souls are remarkable not only 
by virtue of being late bloomers but also because they elicit 
from us questions about why they are this way. Late-blooming 
plants are often generalists, meaning that rather than formed to 
attract only one speci" c pollinator, these plants are constructed 
to be pollinated by any of a variety of organisms, typically 
birds, moths, butter! ies, and skippers. Anyone interested in late-
! y ing insects may " nd good viewing opportunities near some of 
these late-blooming plants that attract them. 

Gentian
The Gentian (family Gentianaceae) is a colorful ! ower that 

blooms late. The name is derived from “Gentius,” a King of 
Illyria who is reputed to have found the local form of this plant 
bene" cial for curing malaria in his troops. Linnaeus named the 
Gentian genus in 1753. Many Gentians are lavender, purple, or 
white colored, and the speci" c shape is quite variable between 
species. Some have pointed, upright sepals, and they can be 
found in woodlands and meadows as well as open rocky slopes.

Sun! owers
Sun! owers and other asters bloom late as well.  An 

interesting fact about sun! owers is that the pattern of the petals 
in some species creates a spiral pattern whose proportions 
are described by the Fibonacci sequence (Da Vinci code fans 
should appreciate this – it can be hard to see, but if you hold a 
sun! ower and look carefully you should be able to notice the 
spiral).  

A speci" c species of sun! ower that blooms late in Boulder 
County in wetlands and ditches is the Nuttall’s sun! ower 
(Helianthus nuttalli). 

Another late blooming plant is Chrysothamnus nauseosus, 
also known as rubber rabbit brush. Despite its unappealing 
name, rabbit brush is a magnet for many late-! ying pollinators. 
It is in the Asteraceae (Sun! ower) family and grows up to seven 
feet tall and wide with a wide-spreading open crown.  Boulder 
County has a dwarf variety of this native that is seen growing 
low to the ground on the prairie.  Rabbit brush is distinguishable 
by a white felt covering its twigs. It may sprout dozens of 
bushes in one area.

Rabbit brush blooms in August and September when the 
crown becomes a bright golden glow of ! owers.  This glow 
gives rise to the Latin name “Chryso” “thamnus,” or “golden” 
“bush.”  Thomas Nuttall named this genus in the early 19th 
century for its “af" nity to [the genus] Chrysocoma and brilliant 
golden yellow ! owers.”  “Nauseosus” means “heavy scented.” 
It has been used as the source of a type of rubber. 

Narrow-leaved blazing star, Liatris punctata, is also a 
member of the sun! ower family (Asteraceae), one of the 
largest plant families in the world and the largest in North 
Dakota. There are about 30 species of Liatris; all are found in 
temperate North America from the Atlantic Ocean to the Rocky 
Mountains. The derivation of the name Liatris is unknown. 
Punctata means “with colored or translucent dots or pits” in 
botanical Latin. Narrow-leaved blazing star was described for 
science in 1834 by the famous British botanist Sir Wil liam 
Jackson Hooker in Flora Boreali-Americana.

Narrow-leaved blazing star is perennial from a heavy, 
taprooted rootcrown. The narrow, sandpapery leaves point 
strongly upward and are covered with tiny dots of resin. The 
bottom leaves are about four inches long, but get progressively 
smaller toward the top of the plant. One to two dozen light 
purple (rarely white) ! ower heads, about one-half-inch wide, 
form spikes on the upper one third of the plant. The tiny 
achenes (seeds) bear a plume of bristles.

Look for narrow-leaved blazing star from July to 
September in dry native prairie pastures, especially those with 
sandy or gravelly soils. The plants are slightly more plentiful in 
pastures that are not overgrazed. The rootcrowns of this plant 
were used as food by Amerindians in New Mexico. 

Goldenrods are also very common sun! owers throughout 
North America. It is dif" cult to describe only one, because there 
are over 50 species of goldenrod and most of them are very 
similar and hard to tell apart. All goldenrods are late bloomers, 
! o wering from late summer into the fall. Most species have 
spectacular displays of bright yellow ! owers.

Green Gentian (Frasera speciosa)

Fall Flowers
by Gregory Hill

Vegetation
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On a brisk fall 
morning while hiking 
at Caribou Ranch Open 
Space, listen for a high-
pitched squeal. Is it the 
ghost of a miner lost in 
the Blue Bird Mine or an 
animal withering in pain? 
Neither, it is the sound 
of the elk-mating season, 
or rut.

What is an Elk?
Not a simple question 

to answer because 
Europeans refer to moose 
as elk and call the North 
American elk “wapiti.”  
Confused? Wapiti became 
an English word to help 
distinguish the American 
elk from the very different 
European ungulate. The 
name is derived from the 
Shawnee Indian language 
and means “white rump,” a distinguishing feature of the 
American elk. Wapiti were essential for the survival of Native 
Americans not only for meat but also for their hide, bones, 
antlers and teeth. Moccasins, robes, shields and the walls of 
tepees were made from the hides. Weapons and game pieces 
were made out of bones and antlers. Teeth were made into 
necklaces and decorations for clothes. Elk were also important 
to the Lewis and Clark Expedition, which depended on elk meat 
for nourishment and elk skin for clothing and footwear.

Like dairy cows, elk have four-chambered stomachs and 
sit chewing their cud.  Strictly herbivores, elk eat 21 pounds of 
grass a day. Is it any wonder that the female cows can weigh 
600 to 800 pounds while the male bulls weigh 800 to 1,000 
pounds? Twice a year, elk shed every “hair” on their body. In 
winter, a " ve-inch long fur keeps them warm while in summer 
a shorter two-inch fur helps them tolerate the heat. Elk are 
migratory mammals wintering in the lower elevations and 
moving to high elevations during the hot summer months.

How can you tell the difference between a cow and a 
bull? Bulls grow impressive antlers every year. Each spring, 
they “cast” or shed their antlers. Increased daylight elevates 
levels of testosterone and triggers the growth of new antlers. 
A testosterone hormone cements the antlers to two pedicles 
— bones shaped like cups that are covered with skin. A pair 
of antlers can weigh up to 40 pounds and are strong enough to 
support 10 bowling balls from each antler. 

Antlers are bone 
(cartilage) and the velvet 
carries blood to the growing 
bone tissue. They are made 
up of calcium, phosphorous 
and 50 percent water. 
Antlers grow faster than any 
other kind of bone — up to 
one inch per day# Contrary 
to popular belief, the 
number of points on a 
bull’s antlers does not 
signify its age.

Love is in the Air
What makes the bull 

irresistible to the cows 
during the rut season? In 
Native American folklore, 
the elk is the one who owns 
the love charm. Bulls will 
urinate in wallows and roll 
in the mud to look bigger 
and throw out a scent to 
the cows. But it is the cows 

that do the choosing during the rut. They look for a bull with 
a large rack without any broken tips or crookedness and listen 
for a long bugle that ends with a chuckle. These are signs of a 
strong, healthy male — one a cow would want to mate with. A 
desirable bull will form harems of " ve to 15 cows. During the 
rut, a bull is so busy keeping his harem together that he won’t 
eat for two to three days, which contributes to him loosing up to 
100 pounds.

At the end of the rut in late October, bulls and cows go their 
separate ways. After a gestation period of eight and half months, 
cows will " nd a secluded site to give birth. Calves weigh about 
35 pounds at birth and can gain two pounds a day the " rst few 
weeks. The mother eats the afterbirth to remove any trace of 
the calf to protect it from predators. With the extermination of 
grizzly bears and wolves, the elk’s main predators today are 
hunters and mountain lions.

Elk in Boulder County
You don’t have to travel to Rocky Mountain National Park 

to observe elk. Boulder County has several herds that migrate 
through open space properties. Caribou Ranch, Heil Valley 
Ranch, and Walker Ranch are all open spaces where you may 
hear the bugle of a bull wooing the cows. Pack a picnic lunch 
and head to the hills to catch a glimpse of the white rump of the 
wapiti performing the rut ritual. 

What is All That Bugling About?
by Mary Wiener

Wildlife
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are well developed with eyes wide open and a full coat of quills. 
Fortunately for the mom, porcupine quills don’t harden until 
they are exposed to air. 

Why are Front Range hikers, naturalists, and biologists 
seeing fewer porcupines? Experts don’t know, but are 
concerned because sightings of both porcupine tracks and the 
animal itself are way down from previous decades. Because of 
lack of research funds, biologists have to rely upon anecdotal 
information. They fear that porcupines in the Northern Rockies 
may be facing extinction. 

Wildlife decline is usually a combination of factors, such as 
changing habitat, disease, predation, or indiscriminate killing. 
Because porcupines survive in a range of habitats, declining 
habitat doesn’t explain their rapid disappearance. Nor does 
indiscriminate killing — hunting of porcupines is uncommon 
and the timber company’s porcupine poisoning campaign ended 
50 years ago. 

Wildlife biologists and naturalists surmise that the sharp 
increase in mountain lions may be a contributing factor. 
Mountain lions are one of the porcupines’ few predators, 
disabling the small mammal by turning it on its stomach before 
killing it. Still, lion populations have been high in the past, and 
the porcupines’ populations remained steady. Some wildlife 
biologists postulate that a virus or other disease is affecting 
porcupines. 

Unfortunately, funding to research porcupine decline is 
hard to come by. Such money, when available at all, tends to 
go to larger species such as bears, wolves and bighorn sheep. 
For the unprotected, “low-pro" le” porcupine, time may be 
running out. 

You can " nd them on The Flintstones, metamorphosed 
into hairbrushes, scrub brushes, and pincushions. You can " nd 
them in PetSmart as chew toys for your dog. You can even " nd 
their name on maps — dozens of western caves, trails, ridges 
and towns are named after them. The only place you may have 
trouble " nding porcupines is, well, in the wild. 

North American porcupines (Erethizon dorsatum) appear 
to be declining in Boulder County. Why? There’s no clear 
consensus, but understanding the life of the porcupine might 
help us discover why biologists, naturalists, and hikers are 
seeing them less often. 

Porcupines are the second largest members of the rodent 
family in North America. They average 30 inches — including 
their 10-inch tale — and weigh in at 11 to 33 pounds. (Can you 
guess which rodent takes " rst place honors?) Solid and slow, 
they vary from brown to black. Like longhaired house cats, their 
spiny, yellow-banded coats make them appear larger than they 
are. 

In Boulder County, porcupines mostly live in ponderosa 
forests. While they set up their dens in rock shelters, they often 
sleep or rest in trees. Their long claws help them climb trunks 
and move ! uidly among branches. Their naked soles have a 
“pebbly surface,” which, similar to a mountain bike tire on 
a dirt path, increases friction against branches. Finally, the 
resourceful porcupine uses its tail quills to stab the tree, further 
stabilizing itself. 

In the spring and summer, the vegetarian porcupine eats 
buds, tender twigs, roots, stems, leaves and berries. They 
primarily feed at night, when the metabolic process of plants 
offers added nutrients. Come winter, food supplies dwindle, 
and our local porcupines turn to ponderosa pine phloem. 
(Since gnawing damages trees, and possibly makes them 
more susceptible to disease and beetles, some people regard 
porcupines as pests.) Like other rodents, porcupines also gnaw 
on bones and antlers, absorbing their high mineral content. 
Think of antlers as porcupine vitamins# 

Porcupines are best known for their quills, but the popular 
image of the porcupine as a launch pad for ! ying arrows is 
a fallacy. In fact, a porcupine’s " rst response to danger is to 
escape up a tree. If escape isn’t an option, it will clatter its teeth, 
erect its quills, and release a nasty scent. Only if these methods 
fail will it swing its barbed-quill tail, embedding the quills in 
the intruder. 

What exactly is a quill? Quills are modi" ed hairs, loosely 
attached to the porcupine, so they come out easily. A single 
porcupine has between 15,000 and 30,000 of them. Sharp as 
needles (maybe the Flintstone version of a pincushion isn’t so 
far off#), quills grow up to four inches long. Each is barbed 
with microscopic hooks that pull it into the ! esh of animals that 
wander too close. Predators sometimes die from the resulting 
infection. 

Porcupines breed from October to December, with a 
gestation period of seven months, very long for a mammal of 
its size. Because of the long time in utero, newborn porcupines 

Vanishing Porcupines?
by Ellen Orleans
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A western bluebird visits a nest box at Walker Ranch Open Space

March 6, 2006, was another beautiful “bluebird day” for 
Colorado, the most gorgeous day imaginable. This was not a 
bright, sunny day with fresh snow on the ground, but rather a 
day when the sky came ! ying in on the back of a bluebird, the 
" r st one of the season up at Walker Ranch’s Meyers Gulch area. 
This electric-blue male mountain bluebird may have just been 
passing through, or perhaps it was here to stay and stake its 
claim on a nearby nest box.

Bluebirds, like this early spring arrival, and a host of other 
species, are known as secondary cavity nesters. They build their 
nests in cavities excavated by primary cavity nesters, such as 
woodpeckers. They may also nest in similar natural or manmade 
cavities, such as nest boxes.

Three species of bluebirds are found in North America and 
all three can be found nesting in Boulder County. Mountain 
bluebirds prefer forest edges with open grasslands and will 
nest at high elevations, western bluebirds are most common in 
ponderosa pine woodlands at elevations of 5,000 to 8,000 feet, 
and eastern bluebirds are found nesting in cottonwoods along 
streams on the plains and the edges of ponderosa pine forests 
along the foothills. All three species take readily to nest boxes.

Bluebirds in general experienced major population declines 
from the early 1900s to the late 1970s.  Introduced house 
sparrows and European starlings as well as native house wrens 
out-competed them for nesting cavities.  Many suitable nesting 
structures, such as snags (dead trees) and live trees with nest 
cavities have been removed for various reasons, including 
tree harvesting and agricultural land clearing that leave no 
standing trees. In addition, increased competition from house 
sparrows and starlings further reduced bluebird populations. 
The increasing use of the pesticide DDT from the 1950s until 
1972 — when it was banned in the United States — had a 
devastating effect on many bird populations.  People began to 
wonder where all the bluebirds had gone, and in 1978, under the 

direction of Dr. Lawrence Zeleny, the North American Bluebird 
Society was formed and a concerted effort to establish bluebird 
nest box trails throughout the countryside began.

The Boulder County Bluebird Monitoring Project was 
established in 1989 when the Boulder County Audubon 
Society approached the Boulder County Parks & Open Space 
department with a proposal to construct a bluebird nest box trail 
at Walker Ranch with 20 nest boxes. Signifying the success 
here in Boulder County is the western bluebird. In the 1980s 
only three or fewer nest sites were known, but this year 13 pairs 
nested on the trail.

  Over the years the project has changed hands a couple 
of times and the number of nest boxes has varied.  Today the 
Bluebird Monitoring Project at Walker Ranch has expanded 
to include Betasso Preserve. Audubon Society volunteers and 
Boulder County Parks and Open Space staff monitor 54 nest 
boxes throughout the nesting season, from April through July. 
Nest box information and species nesting observations are 
recorded and sent to the Cornell Lab of Ornithology in Ithaca, 
New York, where researchers study the breeding biology of 
bluebirds and other cavity nesters.

This past year, " ve other cavity-nesting birds used the nest 
boxes as well. They were all natives, including tree swallows, 
violet-green swallows, mountain chickadees, white-breasted 
nuthatches and house wrens.  However, bluebirds prospered the 
most, ! edging 63 western bluebirds, and 88 mountain bluebirds.  
This was a great success over the " rst year of the project, 
when no western bluebirds even nested and only 48 mountain 
bluebirds ! edged.

These cavity nesters will compete for nest boxes, but 
will tolerate other species to nest within their territories.  For 
instance, we had mountain chickadees and mountain bluebirds 
competing for the same nest box early in the nesting season.  By 
placing an additional nest box nearby, both species were able to 
successfully nest in peace.

Identifying and solving problems such as this one is one 
of the ways monitors contribute to the success of this project.  
Monitors also document any problems with predation or 
parasitism, as well as report any boxes that need repair.  Thanks 
to volunteers we are able to modify the project where needed, 
and continue to improve upon our successes.

Remember, somewhere over the rainbow, you may " nd that 
the bluebird of happiness is in your own backyard.

Author’s Note: A special thanks to all the BCAS volunteers; George & Marti 
Oetzel, Laura Osborn, Marty Dick, Gene Ellis, Cathy Comstock, Nancy 
Consolloy, Shirley Kurc and Joyce Takamine.

Boulder County Bluebird Monitoring Project
by Denny Morris

Nature Studies
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This past summer, Boulder County celebrated the grand 
opening of Mud Lake Open Space, marking the completion of 
a new trail connection to Caribou Ranch, a main parking lot, 
and trailhead facilities. But the new trail and facilities are just 
the tip of the iceberg. A lot more work is also underway behind 
the scenes in the depths of the forest. Boulder County’s forestry 
crew has been hard at work surveying and writing the forest 
management plans that will both maintain a healthy forest and 
help reduce forest " re damage to housing developments to the 
south and the upcoming Wild Bear Center for Nature Discovery.

Mud Lake is located within the montane life zone of the 
east ! ank of the front range of the Southern Rocky Mountains, 
nestled between the Town of Nederland and the Indian 
Peaks Wilderness. It is a unique 
environment located at the extreme 
upper limit of the ponderosa pine 
habitat and transitioning into a mixed-
conifer forest of predominantly 
lodgepole pine and aspen trees. On 
a smaller scale, you can also " nd 
Douglas-" r, limber pine, blue spruce, 
subalpine " r, and Englemann spruce. 
Every native coniferous tree species 
in Boulder County grows here#

A Healthy Forest
The challenge for the forestry 

crew lies in maintaining the best 
conditions for each tree species 
that traditionally ! ourishes in 
speci" c conditions of " re, sunlight, 
spacing and water availability. 
While ponderosa pine forests at this 
elevation prefer wide-open stands and 
surface " res as frequent as every 50 
years, lodgepole pine stands ! ourish 
in a more crowded environment — a closed canopy — and 
depend on stand-replacing (burned-to-the-ground) forest " res 
about every 150 years. Surface " res in a ponderosa forest kill 
the encroaching saplings while merely singeing the tough bark 
of the older trees. This helps maintain the wide-open spacing 
crucial to the health of the ponderosa pine. After a stand-
replacing " re, both aspen and lodgepole pine will regenerate 
quickly: aspen from elaborate root systems that lie underground 
and lodgepole pine from seeds that have been sitting dormant in 
pinecones waiting for the extreme heat of just such a " re. 

Fire Mitigation
The types of " re that come so naturally to this forest could 

be catastrophic to homes and other buildings. Survey data 
showed that most of the Mud Lake Open Space property is 

ecologically in balance and therefore in a healthy state for the 
trees. The data also show that both the ponderosa stands and 
the mixed conifer stands are at their “ripe age” for a " re cycle. 
So in addition to supporting a healthy forest, the crew needs to 
create an environment along the edges of the property that could 
help contain any forest " res that might occur.

Boulder County Parks and Open Space (BCPOS) was 
awarded a wild" re mitigation grant from the Colorado State 
Forest Service for Mud Lake Open Space in 2004. The current 
forest improvement/" re mitigation project is a direct result 
of the grant and the commitment of BCPOS to be involved 
in managing natural resources for ecosystem health and 
community values in the urban/wildland interface.

A Comprehensive 
Solution

The overall objective of the 
project is to return ponderosa 
pine forest densities to historical 
levels (prior to Euro-American 
settlement) and to replicate the 
effects of stand-replacement " res 
in the mixed-conifer forest. In this 
way, foresters hope to improve 
and support the health of the 
forest while mitigating potential 
catastrophic " res.

Speci" cally, ponderosa 
pine and lodgepole pine are 
being thinned in order to 
promote overstory vegetation 
vigor, increase the diversity of 
understory vegetation, and help 
reduce the chance of catastrophic 
wild" res. Existing aspen groves 
will be enhanced by removing 

surrounding ponderosa pine and lodgepole pine in order to 
expose the aspen to the sunlight and heat they need. This will 
improve overstory and understory vegetation diversity, which 
in turn improves forage for wildlife such as elk, deer, and 
small mammals and provides habitat for cavity nesters such as 
bluebirds and mountain chickadees. Larger aspen stands will 
also create a break in pine tree fuels to decrease potential for 
catastrophic wild" res. Douglas-" r, limber pine, blue spruce and 
Engelmann spruce trees will also be favored to help maintain 
species diversity in order to help protect the forest from insect 
and disease epidemics.

Forest management in the urban/wildland interface is a 
delicate balance between the desire to return forests to their 
natural healthy state while protecting neighbors’ assets and lives 
from nature’s unpredictable events. At Mud Lake Open Space, 
the forestry crew is aiming to accomplish both.

Seeing the Forest for the Trees at Mud Lake Open Space
by Vivienne Jannatpour

A forestry technician thins lodgepole pine.

Forest Management
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Discover Boulder County

We welcome all ages unless otherwise noted. NO 
PETS PLEASE# Be prepared for cool temperatures and 
muddy conditions on outdoor hikes. Bring drinking 
water and wear closed-toe walking/hiking shoes.

For more information about these programs, or to ar-
range a volunteer-led program for your group, please 
call 303-678-6214. Look at the back cover for a map of 
park locations.

I Spy Bones
Thursday, September 7; 9:30am to 10:30am
Betasso Preserve; Boulder Canyon (Highway 119) to 
Sugarloaf Road, follow signs to Betasso Preserve
The bone detectives are on the prowl# Help volunteer naturalist 
Diane Faigen search for evidence, including skulls, vertebrae, 
and horns, of the animals who live here. This program is geared 
toward preschool children, but siblings are welcome. Hands-on 
activities and a fun craft are planned.

Bears in Our Backyard
Saturday, September 9; 10:00am to noon
Heil Valley Ranch; west on Lefthand Canyon Drive to Geer 
Canyon Drive, follow signs to group picnic shelter
Following our hot summer and monsoon rains, Boulder 
County’s black bears are busy gorging on berries and other food 
in preparation for their long winter sleep. How much do they 
need to eat before hibernation, and what are the bears’ chances 
of survival? What would you do if you encountered a bear 
on the trail, and how do you bear proof your backyard? Join 
volunteer naturalists to get answers to these questions and more 
as you hike Heil Valley Ranch in search of bear signs, and learn 
how people and bears can share our wild places. Prepare for a 
moderate 1.5-mile hike. 

The Quaking Aspen                                 
Sunday, September 10; 10:00am to noon
Caribou Ranch Open Space; go north approximately 1.9 
miles on Highway 72 from the Nederland traf" c circle to 
County Road 126, then west to Caribou Ranch 
The tree that gets the most attention in the Colorado autumn 
has lots to offer year round. Join volunteer naturalists Bonnie 
Sheppard, Megan Bowes, and Anne Stanaway to learn more 
about the aspen — the most widely distributed tree in North 
America. On this trip, we’ll hike about two easy miles 
(roundtrip) at 8,500 feet through conifer forest, meadows, and 
aspen groves at beautiful Caribou Ranch. Along the way, we’ll 
discuss the natural history of the aspen, including its importance 
to wildlife, varied uses, response to " re, and threats to its health.  

Wil dlife in Autumn at Heil Valley Ranch
Saturday, September 16; 10:00am to noon
Heil Valley Ranch; west on Lefthand Canyon Drive to Geer 
Canyon Drive, follow signs to group picnic shelter
Join volunteer naturalists Kathy Arthofer and Sara Neustadtl for 
a short, late summer hike to observe seasonal changes and to 
discover how the wildlife of Heil Valley Ranch prepares for fall. 
You’ll learn about behaviorial and physiological adaptations to 
the shortening days and cooling temperatures, and also look for 
signs of wildlife that are active year round. 

Annual Walker Ranch Special Event
Sundays, September 17 and 24
10:00am to 4:00pm each day  
Walker Ranch Homestead; approximately 7.5 miles up 
Flagstaff Road from Boulder
The historic Walker Ranch Homestead will come to life this fall 
as costumed cultural history volunteers demonstrate the lifestyle 
and daily chores of a working 1880s ranch. You can try your 
hand at doing laundry the old-fashioned way, churning butter, 
or making shingles. Guided tours will be offered on a regular 
basis, or you can explore the homestead at your own pace. This 
event is fun for the whole family. For more information, call 
(303) 776-8848.

What do Elk Have to Bugle About?
Saturday, September 23; 9:00am to 11:00am
Caribou Ranch Open Space; go north approximately 1.9 
miles on Highway 72 from the Nederland traf" c circle to 
County Road 126, then west to Caribou Ranch 
Fall is mating season for these majestic animals, and their 
courtship activities are quite involved.  As the days get cooler, 
elk migrate to lower elevations, including portions of Caribou 
Ranch.  Join park interpreter Mary Wiener on a moderate three-
mile hike and learn about the migration patterns of elk, their 
elaborate mating habits, and the efforts that Boulder County has 
taken to protect elk habitat. 
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Discover Boulder County

We welcome all ages unless otherwise noted. NO 
PETS PLEASE# Be prepared for cool temperatures and 
muddy conditions on outdoor hikes. Bring drinking 
water and wear closed-toe walking/hiking shoes.

For more information about these programs, or to ar-
range a volunteer-led program for your group, please 
call 303-678-6214. Look at the back cover for a map of 
park locations.

A View From on High: 
How Wind and Water Shape Our World
Saturday, September 30; 9:30am to 11:30am
Betasso Preserve: Boulder Canyon (Highway119) to 
Sugarloaf Road, meet at Bummer’s Rock Trailhead
Join park interpreter Lucas Ainsworth for a hike to the top of 
majestic Bummer’s Rock, high above Boulder Canyon. From 
this vantage point, we will look deep into the canyon, and 
hopefully catch a glimpse of a soaring raptor. We will discuss 
the incredible forces that shaped Boulder Canyon, and how it 
is changing even today. We will also talk about human impacts, 
the ! ood cycle, and how wind and water shape our world. The 
trail to Bummer’s Rock is about ¾ mile round trip, mostly 
moderate, but steep in a couple of places. 

Moose at the Ranch  
Sunday, October 1; 10:00am to 1:00pm
Caribou Ranch Open Space; go north approximately 1.9 
miles on Highway 72 from the Nederland traf" c circle to 
County Road 126, then west to Caribou Ranch 
Moose (Alces alces) were introduced to Colorado in the late 
1970s in the North Park area. Since then, moose have been 
expanding their range southward in Colorado and now call 
Caribou Ranch Open Space home. Join volunteer naturalists for 
a moderate three-mile roundtrip hike into moose country, and 
learn more about the natural history and habits of this largest 
member of the deer family.     

Bears in Our Backyard
Saturday, October 7; 10:00am to noon
Bald Mountain Scenic Area; 5 miles west of Boulder on 
Sunshine Canyon Drive (Mapleton Ave. within Boulder city 
limits)
Following our hot summer and monsoon rains, Boulder 
County’s black bears are busy gorging on berries and other food 
in preparation for their long winter sleep. How much do they 
need to eat before hibernation, and what are the bears’ chances 
of survival? What is delayed implantation all about? What 
would you do if you encountered a bear on the trail, and how do 
you bear-proof your backyard? Join volunteer naturalists to get 
answers to these questions and more as you hike Bald Mountain 
in search of bear signs, and learn how people and bears can 
share our wild places. Prepare for a moderate one-mile hike. 

Bees Wax Candle Making 
Saturday, October 7; 2:00pm to 4:00pm
Agricultural Heritage Center, 8348 Ute Hwy 66, Longmont
Honeybees are one of nature’s most amazing workers and many 
of us regularly enjoy the “fruit” of their intense labor. But, 
another very valuable by-product of their efforts is the wax 
they generate. Beeswax candles not only produce brighter light 
than standard paraf" n-type candles, but they also produce a 
very pleasant smell when burned. Join volunteer naturalist and 
cultural history volunteer Marge McLellan as she demonstrates 
the process of dipping tapered beeswax candles as well as the 
use of molds for making candles.  The " rst " fteen people to 
register for this program will also have a chance to dip a 
pair of candles to take home with them. To register, call 
(303) 776-8848 or e-mail tmcmichen@co.boulder.co.us 
no later than Wednesday, October 4.

Farming for Food and Wil dlife
Sunday, October 8; 10:00am to noon
Carolyn Holmberg Preserve at Rock Creek Farm; 
Stearns Lake Tra ilhead, South 104th Street, ½ mile 
south of Dillon Road, Louisville
Boulder County Parks and Open Space properties include farms 
and ranches, such as the Carolyn Holmberg Preserve at Rock 
Creek Farm. In addition to the hay, corn, oats, wheat, pumpkins, 
and cattle raised on this farm, this property also provides the 
basic habitat needs for many kinds of wildlife. Join volunteer 
naturalists for an easy two-mile walk to learn how wildlife " nds 
the food, water, shelter, and space necessary for its survival. 
We’ll also keep an eye out for some of the residents, which 
include deer, coyotes, rabbits, skunks, ducks, raptors, and many 
other birds that either migrate through or frequent this area.
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Discover Boulder County

We welcome all ages unless otherwise noted. NO 
PETS PLEASE# Be prepared for cool temperatures and 
muddy conditions on outdoor hikes. Bring drinking 
water and wear closed-toe walking/hiking shoes.

For more information about these programs, or to ar-
range a volunteer-led program for your group, please 
call 303-678-6214. Look at the back cover for a map of 
park locations.

The Wild Cats of Boulder County
Saturday, October 14; 10:00am to 12:30pm   
Caribou Ranch Open Space; go north approximately 1.9 
miles on Highway 72 from the Nederland traf" c circle to 
County Road 126, then west to Caribou Ranch 
Join park interpreter Michael Bauer for a moderate three-mile 
hike and learn about the ecology and behavior of mountain lions 
and bobcats. Along the way, we will also discuss other predators 
found at Caribou Ranch Open Space and elsewhere in Boulder 
County, and explore the evolution, ecology, and dynamics of 
predator-prey relationships.  

Story in the Rocks: Our Changing Landscape       
Sunday, October 15; 9:30am to 11:30am
Heil Valley Ranch Open Space; north of Boulder on Hwy 
36, west on Lefthand Canyon Drive to Geer Canyon Drive, 
follow signs to group picnic shelter
Join volunteer naturalists Sue Hirschfeld, Ellen Smith, and 
Cathy Koczela for a 1.3-mile moderate hike along the Lichen 
Loop Trail to learn how this scenic landscape has changed 
over time. The tales told in the rocks span over 200 million 
years, from ancient sand dunes to tidal ! ats to riverbeds where 
dinosaurs roamed. The rocks also determine the shape and 
ecology of the present landscape, and the plants and wildlife we 
" nd here.

Geology and Landforms of Hall Ranch
Saturday, October 21; 9:00am to 1:00pm
Hall Ranch Open Space; one mile west of Lyons on 
Highway 7; meet at the group picnic shelter near the 
upper parking lot
Join volunteer naturalist Dick Pratt and others to explore and 
learn about the remarkable and dramatic geology and landscape 
of Hall Ranch. This moderate four-mile hike (roundtrip) will 
cover igneous, metamorphic, and sedimentary rocks that span 
over 1.7 billion years of geologic history. We’ll have lunch 
at one of the highest elevation prairie dog towns in Boulder 
County, a great place to observe raptors and other wildlife. 
This hike is geared toward adults. 

Fall Changes at Rabbit Mountain
Sunday, October 22; 10:00am to noon
Rabbit Mountain Open Space: between Lyons and 
Longmont; turn north on 53rd Street off of highway 66; 
meet at the group picnic shelter 
As daylight wanes and the air turns crisp, join park interpreter 
Janette Cooper for a fall hike at Rabbit Mountain. Enjoy 
blooming rabbitbrush and the changing color of deciduous 
shrubs as you learn how wildlife prepares for the coming winter 
season. This moderate 2.5-mile hike is suitable for all ages.

On the Wing: 
A Birds-Eye View of Rocky Mountain Weather
Tuesday, October 24; 6:30pm to 8:30pm 
George Reynolds Branch, Boulder Public Library, 3595 
Table Mesa Drive, Boulder; additional parking is available 
across Table Mesa Drive in the King Soopers parking lot
Join volunteer naturalist Phil Ecklund for a look at Boulder 
County’s unique weather from the perspective of a glider 
pilot. From soaring thunderheads to “! ying saucer” clouds 
and powerful winds off the Continental Divide, the weather is 
anything but predictable along the Front Range of Colorado. 
Phil will share his years of experience in observing and ! ying 
through Colorado’s changeable weather with in-! ight and time-
lapse images. 

Hanging Out Wit h Bats
Saturday, October 28; 1:00pm to 3:00pm 
Foothills Nature Center; 4201 N. Broadway, Boulder
Explore the myths and mysteries surrounding the only 
mammal that ! ies. With volunteer naturalists Louise Alderson 
and Susan Holley, you will learn about the resident bats of 
Boulder County, their habits and habitat, and their importance 
to humans. This program is for families with preschool and 
elementary-age children, and will include a slide presentation 
and hands-on activities.

Birds of Prey Slide Program
Wednesday, November 1; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
Boulder Public Library, Main Library, Boulder Creek 
Meeting Room, 11th Street and Arapahoe Avenue, Boulder
Join volunteer naturalists for the evening and learn how to 
recognize raptors — hawks, eagles, falcons, and owls — in the 
skies above Boulder County. During this slide presentation, 
you’ll observe and learn how to distinguish between different 
raptors by identifying common " eld marks. 
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Discover Boulder County

We welcome all ages unless otherwise noted. NO 
PETS PLEASE# Be prepared for cool temperatures and 
muddy conditions on outdoor hikes. Bring drinking 
water and wear closed-toe walking/hiking shoes.

For more information about these programs, or to ar-
range a volunteer-led program for your group, please 
call 303-678-6214. Look at the back cover for a map of 
park locations.

Story in the Rocks - 
The Geologic History of Boulder County  
Tuesday, November 7; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
George Reynolds Branch, Boulder Public Library, 3595 
Table Mesa Drive, Boulder; additional parking is available 
across Table Mesa Drive in the King Soopers parking lot
The geologic history of Boulder County goes back over 1.7 
billion years. Ever wonder where rocks came from, how they 
formed, what the earth was like back then, or why the ancestral 
and present-day Rockies formed?  Rocks contain a record of 
earth history that can be read like the pages in a history book. 
Join geologist and volunteer naturalist Sue Hirschfeld for this 
PowerPoint program and learn how to read the story in the 
rocks and interpret the landscape that has developed in Boulder 
County over the last two billion years.

Birds of Prey Driving Tour
Saturday, November 11; 10:00am to 1:00pm
(Meeting location will be given to registered participants)
Join Boulder County volunteer naturalists for a driving tour of 
some of Boulder County’s best areas to view raptors. We will 
carpool from our meeting place searching for raptors, learning 
about habitat, and working on our observation and identi" cation 
skills. Participants should dress for the weather, and bring 
lunch, drinking water, binoculars, a spotting scope, and a bird 
" eld guide if you have them. The tour is geared for adults 
and older children. Register by calling (303) 678-6214 by 
Thursday, November 9.

Caribou: “The Place Where the Winds Begin”
Monday, November 13; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
Boulder Public Library, Main Library, Boulder Creek 
Meeting Room, 11th Street and Arapahoe Avenue, Boulder
Tucked into timberline below the Continental Divide in western 
Boulder County, Caribou was one of the highest and more 
important silver camps in Colorado.  Join fourth-generation 
Boulder “history buff,” Alan Cass, as he presents a photographic 
collage depicting the colorful history of this area and his pioneer 
mining family who haunt the hills of Caribou. 

Circle of Lakes Wintering Waterfowl Driving Tour
Saturday, November 18; 9:00am to 2:00pm
Meet at the Cottonwood Marsh parking area, Walden Ponds 
Wil dlife Habitat, west of 75th Street between Valmont Road 
and Jay Road 
Volunteer naturalists Dick Pratt, Sue Hirschfeld and others will 
lead this tour as we visit several reservoirs and wetland areas in 
northeastern Boulder County in search of returning waterfowl. 
We will carpool from Walden Ponds looking for birds, learning 
about habitat, ecology, and behavior, and working on our 
observation and identi" cation skills. Bring water, lunch or a 
snack, binoculars, spotting scopes, and a bird " eld guide if you 
have them. The tour is geared for adults and older children.

2006 Fall Seniors Nature Program Series
Thursday, September 28 Walker Ranch Open Space

(Meet at the Meyers Homestead 
Tra ilhead) 

-- and --
Thursday, October 26 Caribou Ranch Open Space
-- and --
Thursday, November 30 Hall Ranch Open Space

(Meet at the upper parking lot, 
near the trail kiosk and restrooms)

The last Thursday of every month, Boulder County Parks and 
Open Space hosts a senior’s nature program at a County park.  
All programs begin at 10:00am and end no later than noon.  
Programs will include information about an area’s history, 
wildlife and current resource management projects, unless 
speci" ed otherwise. NO REGISTRATION IS NECESSARY. 
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In Closing

step back in time
21st Annual Walker Ranch Special Event

Sunday, September 17 ]  Sunday, September 24 ]  10:00 am to 4:00 pm

Join costumed volunteers on a working 1880s ranch

· Make wooden shingles
· Churn butter
· Do laundry with washboard and wringer
· Play historical children’s games

Vintage base ball game begins at 1:00 pm on September 24!

Free event for all ages
Sponsored by Boulder County Parks & Open Space

No pets or bikes permitted at homestead

Walker Ranch is west of Boulder, 7 miles up Flagstaff Road.
For more details call (303) 776-8848 or go to 

www.BoulderCountyOpenSpace.org

No Fall Closure at 
Caribou Ranch 

Open Space 

The Boulder County Parks and 
Open Space Department wants to remind 
residents the entire trail system at Caribou 
Ranch Open Space will be open to visitors 
from sunrise to sunset this September.  

As many readers know, the property 
was closed to visitors in 2004 and 2005. 
But there is no fall closure this year, or 
next year. 

The department is in the middle 
of a four-year study to investigate the 
in! uence of human visitation on elk 
historic use patterns during the fall rut. 
A decision about whether to implement 
a permanent fall closure or not will be 
determined sometime in 2008. 

For additional information about the 
property, visit the department’s web page 
at www.BoulderCountyOpenSpace.org.

Winter Hours at the 
Agricultural Heritage 

Center

The Agricultural Heritage Center at 
the Lohr/McIntosh Farm will close its 
doors for the 2006 summer season on 
Sunday, October 1.  

However, the center will be open on 
a limited basis on the " rst Saturday of 
every month from 10am to 5pm through 
the winter season. You’re welcome to 
join a guided tour of the site that begins 
at 11:00 am or you can wander around on 
your own. Groups can also arrange special 
tours of the site year-round by calling 
(303) 776-8848.

The center is located at 8348 
Ute Highway 66, west of Longmont.  
For additional information, visit the 
department’s web page at 
www.BoulderCountyOpenSpace.org.

Volunteers Needed for 
New Trail Construction at 

Heil Valley Ranch

Boulder County Parks and Open 
Space will begin building a new loop 
trail at Heil Valley Ranch with as-
sistance from Boulder Mountainbike 
Alliance. Volunteers are needed to help 
build a basic trail on September 16 
and October 21 from 9am to 1pm. 

This new loop will begin off the 
existing Ponderosa Loop and will be 
approximately two miles long.  Vol-
unteers will be shuttled to the work 
site and need to bring work gloves and 
water.  The county will provide all the 
tools. Minimum age is 15 with adult 
supervision. Thanks to a generous REI 
grant, lunch will be served after the 
project and volunteers will receive a 
t-shirt.  Registration is required for 
both projects by contacting Mary 
Wiener at (303) 678-6216 or email 
mwiener@co.boulder.co.us



PARKS & OPEN SPACE DEPARTMENT
5201 St. Vrain Road
Longmont, CO 80503
(303) 678-6200

www.BoulderCountyOpenSpace.com

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
BOULDER CO

PERMIT NO. 485

Printed on recycled paper


