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Van Vleet Ranch: 
A History in Show Business

by Sylvia Taylor Smith

Today, visitors to the peaceful Caribou Ranch Open Space may be surprised 
to discover that in August 1950, more than 3,100 visitors came to the ranch to see 
the famed Van Vleet Horse Show. During that year 25,000 people were reported by 
the Daily Camera Newspaper to have attended the weekly Sunday morning shows, 
including visitors from 38 states and two foreign countries. This was record atten-
dance for a horse show that began in 1939 and continued until 1950. The ranch be-
came world famous several years before, when Warner Brothers ! lmed on location 
for the full color documentary Arabians in the Rockies (1946), and 20th Century 
Fox featured it in Sons of Courage (1947). 

Colorful Shows
Glen Short, horse trainer and author of the book The Lazy VV Ranch, describes 

the shows as colorful, like Sahara Desert pageants. Men and women dressed in " ow-
ing robes, riding Arabian colts, mares and stallions in formation, as L.W. Van Vleet 
acted as master of ceremonies. The show ended with riders in Arab costume, kicking 
up clouds of dust as they raced around the ring, robes " apping and spears held high. 

It all started in 1936, when L.W. Van Vleet bought the Tom Tucker Ranch and 
started the Lazy VV Ranch, ranging several hundred cattle. By 1939 he had an 
Arabian horse breeding operation that advertised stud service for the ! nest Arabian 
horses. Including U.S. Forest Service rangeland, the operation covered 13,000 acres, 
and at times employed 30 people, often locals, some unemployed due to the Great 
Depression. 

A brochure distributed by The Van Vleet Arabian Stud Of! ces describes L.W.’s 
motivation to conserve the blood lines of a horse that was being replaced by the 
automobile: “Lovers of the Arab, whose blood has exercised the widest in" uence 
on horse " esh, are worried. Thus on a peak-rimmed Colorado ranch, half the world 
away from Bedouins’ tents, L.W. Van Vleet has 48 purebred Arab horses to carry 
on their proud ancestry.” The brochure claimed that the stallion, Zarife, was bred by 
Prince Mohamed Aly in Cairo, Egypt and imported to the U.S. in 1932. In a ranch 
promotional poster from that same time, horses were listed as: “Yearlings cost $500, 
stallions $1,000, brood mares $1,500 to $25,000.”

Life at the Ranch
In his book The Lazy VV Ranch horse trainer Glen Short describes life at the 

ranch. “The Lazy VV Ranch was a large operation . . . . and it took all kinds of 
people to make it go. When the Boss and his family and friends came up in the 
summers to spend their three months in the mountains they brought their help along 
from Denver. Black maids and butlers and chauffeurs – and we all got to know each 
other pretty well.”

“The Lazy VV Ranch was secluded and private, not open to the public. We had 
‘Keep Out’ signs everywhere, and the barns were strictly off limits to everyone from 
the outside. This was on orders from the Boss. We told people they could see the 
horses only on Sundays from ten to noon — no other time. No exceptions. This was, 
after all, a working ranch.”

The brochure claimed that the stallion, Zarife, was bred by Prince 
Mohamed Aly in Cairo Egypt and imported to the U.S. in 1932.
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Feature Article

“When Labor Day arrived every year the Boss and 
his entourage left for the city and the rest of us prepared 
for winter — an important undertaking in the high coun-
try. The barns had to be ! lled with hay. Huge cords of 
wood had to be cut and stacked in sheds so it was easy to 
get to during the winter. We had a load of coal put in the 
old garage that was connected to the kitchen for the cook-
stove. . . . Even as soon as the ! rst week of September, 
I’ve seen deep, heavy snows up there. The cowboys be-
gan to bunch the cattle to bring them to the home ranch. 
. . . . We took the Arabians and went to help the cowboys 
in the fall roundup.”

Visitors to see the Arabians became so numerous that 
Van Vleet decided to hold Sundays open to the public, 
and over the years the show evolved. As Glen Short tells 
it, “People left Denver or Estes Park early to get there 
by starting time (9:45) driving 40-50 miles over winding 
mountain roads, even during this time of gas rationing, 
to get there. Of course there was no charge for the show, 
and we never advertised. We never had to. People told 
people and the next Sunday there they were. We had a 
dozen visitors at ! rst. Then before we knew it we had 
100 people on Sundays, and we needed space for them 
to sit; they couldn’t just hang on the fence anymore, so 
we built a grandstand. And we needed space for all the 
cars, and the chartered busses that began arriving, so we 
opened a pasture.” 

L.W. Van Vleet was married to Rose and had two 
children, Betty and Wayne. He was also president of the 
Trinidad Bean and Elevator Company, and grandfather to 
Brian O’Meara, president of the O’Meara car dealership. 
Photos and news stories about the ranch are on display at 
the dealership at I-25 and 104th Avenue in Northglenn. 

Big Names Came to Visit
O’Meara tells of the celebrities that visited L.W. 

VanVleet and the Lazy VV. “He entertained world-class 
people-Ernest Hemingway, Mari Sandoz, Gypsy Rose 
Lee. Many of the opera singers at the Central City Opera. 
From businessmen to plumbers to brain surgeons to avia-
tors. It was like a dude ranch, by invitation only (other 
than the Sunday show). He’d bring in these eclectic 
people.” 

Van Vleet sold the ranch in 1951, and died in 1961. 
From the 1950’s through the 1970’s, the ranch had sev-
eral owners before a local resident purchased the property 
in 1971. He built it into a recording studio, and the ranch 
was once again visited by famous people, this time to 
make music. 

Boulder County began the multi-year purchase of a 
majority of the historic property in 1996 and today; 
happily, it is open to everyone, famous and otherwise.

Editor’s note: The site where the shows were held is located on private 
land adjacent to current open space. Phtotos from the Carnegie Branch 
Library for Local History, Boulder Historical Society Collection.

Visitors to one of the Sunday Van Vleet Horse Shows.

A horseman in costume performs during a show at the Van Vleet Ranch.
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Picture Rock Trail at Heil Valley Ranch
by Kevin Grady

The North Foothills Management Plan was created in 1996, 
shortly after the purchase of the Heil Valley and Hall Ranches. 
This plan was created to outline the management of these two 
properties and surrounding open space lands that includes a 
north-south trail from Geer Canyon to the town of Lyons. The 
hope was to connect Heil Valley Ranch with the town of Lyons, 
and, eventually to Hall Ranch. 

Today, after 12 years, the trail is ready to open. Boulder 
County Parks and Open Space staff spent many hours carefully 
evaluating the resources and terrain in the area. Long hours in 
staff and public meetings, several site visits, and the on-the-
ground construction of the trail by the department’s trails staff, 
Youth Corps, and a countless number of volunteers were all 
part of the process to attain a sustainable trail for all to enjoy. 
The new connector trail, named the Picture Rock Trail, is in its 
! n al phase of construction, and slotted for a grand opening this 
autumn.

The total length of this multi-use trail will be between ! ve 
and six miles. Access from the south will be off the Wild Turkey 
Trail, where it meanders north through ponderosa pine and foot-
hills shrub communities as it descends into Red Gulch valley.  

Along the Trail
Throughout your journey, you will be in awe of the beauti-

ful views of the Red Gulch valley and surrounding foothills 
covered with a mix of shrublands, grasslands and forests. The 
trail leaves the ponderosa hillside and travels through an old 
sandstone quarry, named the Whitestone and Vickery Quarry 
Complex. This quarry was operational from the 1890s through 
1960s. Much of the rock taken from the quarry was used to 
build many of the buildings on the CU Boulder campus. The 
quarry also “contained some shallow beds of a decorative 
" agstone called picture rock” which is how this new trail got its 
name#  Most of the rock on the switchbacks and retaining walls 
throughout this new trail was also taken from this quarry area. 

After leaving the quarry, you will pass an old homestead 
meadow with associated features including a loa! ng shed, silo, 
and some old ranch equipment. These features are part of the 
history of the ranch and will stay in place for public enjoyment. 
Further north along the trail you will notice some signs along 
the east and west side of the trail. These signs let you know of 
the wildlife closures. The area east of the trail is a permanent 
conservation area closure, due to all the signi! cant wildlife and 
plant resources in the area. To the west of the trail, the signs 
indicate a seasonal raptor closure, from February 1 through 
July 31 each year. Please respect these closures, for the unique 
resources they hold are very sensitive to human disturbances. 

The last mile of trail meanders along an open grassland/
shrubland mix, and offers more outstanding views of the town 
of Lyons and surrounding hillsides. To the west and downhill 
of the trail lie some private residences. The trail comes pretty 
close to a couple of houses, so please remember to respect the 

landowner’s privacy and stay on the trail. The last section of 
trail becomes a crusher ! ne trail, where you will be led to the 
northern trailhead. 

Unique Resources
Many interesting plant and wildlife resources surround 

the trail corridor. The closure on the east side is part of the Red 
Hill Conservation Area. This foothill shrublands, dominated 
by mountain mahogany and skunkbrush, are rich breeding bird 
habitat and support a number of species of concern. Species 
such as the scrub jay and bushtit are considered rare and/or 
restricted breeding bird species in the county and were found 
in the shrublands of Heil Valley Ranch. Several occurrences of 
globally rare plant associations and two rare butter" y species 
were also found within this area. “The mountain mahogany/
Scribner’s needlegrass plant association has only recently been 
documented and is known only from the northern Front Range 
of Colorado.”  The trail does cross through some of these 
unique areas, so enjoy the plant and wildlife diversity around 
you#

Many species of snakes have been seen along this trail cor-
ridor including rattlesnakes, bull snakes, garter snakes and racer 
snakes. The trail crew reported many snake sightings during the 
construction of this trail, so be careful where you step or ride. 

During the winter months, the North Foothills elk herd uses 
this area as a winter range, relying on the meadows for grazing, 
and the surrounding area for cover. Raptors also utilize the open 
meadows for hunting, especially golden eagles, northern harri-
ers and red-tailed hawks. 

Noxious Weed Management
Much of the area around the homestead and quarry has 

been and will continue to be managed for noxious weed control. 
Prairie dogs occupied the large meadow until 2005, when the 
bubonic plague wiped them out. Since then, our weed special-
ists have mowed and sprayed herbicides on the weed infesta-
tions. We have had some success restoring it to a native grass-
land community, however, plenty of follow-up work is needed 
to maintain it as a healthy ecosystem. 

Grand Opening
The grand opening for the trail is planned for sometime in 

soon. Thanks goes out to all the Parks and Open Space staff that 
were involved in this long project. A very special thanks goes 
out to the department’s trails staff and the volunteers who really 
made this all possible. Without their dedicated efforts, this trail 
would not have been done in as timely a manner. Thank you, 
and enjoy your new Picture Rock Trail#  
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Recreational Opportunities

Completing the Picture Rock Trail could not have been 
accomplished this fall without help from volunteers. Individuals 
and local groups contributed more than 2,800 hours in the past 
two years of construction# Work might be done at Heil Valley 
Ranch, but the department has more volunteer opportunities for 
your organization or club.

Are you looking for an opportunity for your members to 
work together while giving back to the environment? More 
business and local clubs are getting outside and volunteering 

Clockwise from top left:
A trail crew leader trains volunteers on trail 
construction techniques.

Volunteers working on National Trails Day.

 Volunteers celebrating the end of a successful National 
Trails Day project. 

Youth Corps workers carry rocks to the trail. 

•

•

•

•

in their community. Feel free to hold a meeting or picnic in the 
park before or after your project. Last year, 27 local corporate 
and non-pro! t groups volunteered with Boulder County Parks 
and Open Space while serving communities in their own back-
yard.  

A minimum of 10 people are needed, and projects can be 
scheduled for a half or full day. To discuss possible dates and 
locations, contact Matt Bruce at 303-678-6216 or 
WildWorkVolunteers@BoulderCounty.org.

Got TEAM-Building?
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wildlife and habitat, recreation, agriculture and other historic 
land uses.

Boulder County takes an ecosystem management approach 
to land management and conservation — in which overall habi-
tat and habitat conditions and a diversity of species are consid-
ered, as opposed to focusing on one single species. In managing 
grasslands that include prairie dog habitat, BCPOS is not only 
responsible for conserving prairie dog populations, but must 
also manage for weed control, soil erosion, and con" ict with 
neighboring landowners.

Current Management Practices 
Since prairie dog colonies in the county often occur on 

“islands” of habitat surrounded by agriculture or urbanized 
areas (as opposed to large grassland ecosystems), they must be 
managed for accordingly. In these areas, predators have been 
eliminated, as in the case of the black-footed ferret, or signi! -
cantly reduced, as with the badger and ferruginous hawk, due to 
urban and agricultural development. The lack of natural preda-
tors in these impacted environments contributes to unchecked 
growth and overpopulation of prairie dog colonies.

For all of these reasons, it has become  necessary for 
BCPOS to actively manage prairie dog colonies — which has 
meant creating fences and barriers to deter them, and relocating 
them to other areas. Between 1999 and 2001, prairie dog colo-
nies that had become overpopulated or were incompatible with 
other land uses were managed by these methods. After 2001, it 
became apparent that using these methods as primary manage-
ment tools was insuf! cient for several reasons: they are costly, 
only sometimes effective, and suitable habitat for relocation was 
limited. 

In order to address the need to manage the growing issue 
of prairie dogs, the Prairie Dog Element was developed in 

2002 as a component of Boulder County’s Grassland Man-
agement Plan. The stated goal in the Prairie Dog Element of 

this plan is “to preserve, protect and enhance viable prairie dog 
populations on suitable grassland habitat”.  The key word here 
is “viable,” in this case: populations occurring in appropriate 
habitat that is not in con" ict with other open space values and 

uses. This plan places the highest importance on conservation 
of prairie dogs, with a recognized need for control in certain 
situations. Three land management categories are identi! ed 

in the Management Plan, and prairie dog colonies in these 
areas are monitored and managed for accordingly. These 
categories are: Prairie Dog Habitat Conservation Areas 

(HCAs), Multiple-Objective Areas (MOAs), and No-Prairie 

Prairie Dogs in Boulder County: 
A Land Management Approach

by Lauren Golten

Boulder County has some of the highest densities of 
remaining black-tailed prarie dog colonies in the state.

Much has been written and debated in recent years regard-
ing prairie dogs in Boulder County. To re-cap: the black-tailed 
prairie dog (Cynomys ludovicianus) is a native of Boulder 
County’s short and mixed grass prairies, and plays an impor-
tant role as a keystone species in grassland ecosystems. This 
species’ current distribution on the Great Plains of western 
North America has been reduced to less than two percent of 
its original range during the last century, largely as a result of 
habitat destruction, modi! cation, and fragmentation, causing the 
species to be considered for listing as a threatened species under 
the Endangered Species Act (in 2000, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service ruled that the species was warranted but precluded from 
this listing). 

Boulder County has some of the highest densities of 
remaining black-tailed prairie dog colonies in the state. Unfor-
tunately, where prairie dogs occur in Boulder County, there is 
often some level of con" ict with other land uses and/or with 
neighboring properties. Therefore, prairie dog management in 
Boulder County, especially in the last 15 years, have become an 
increasingly controversial issue. 

Boulder County Parks and Open Space (BCPOS) lands 
include many grassland areas with prairie dog habitat. As a 
result of passing an Open Space sales and use tax in 1993, the 
county has acquired thousands of acres of land. Because of that, 
the ongoing development in the County, and the expansion of 
prairie dog colonies, the issue of prairie dogs on open space has 
become more acute in recent years. 

Ecosystem Management Approach
BCPOS has one of the best regional management plans 

for prairie dogs, which focuses on conservation but recognizes 
the need for control in certain areas. The mission of BCPOS is 
“to conserve natural, cultural, and agricultural resources and 
provide public uses that re" ect sound resource management and 
community values.” The second goal listed under this mis-
sion is the one that most directly impacts wildlife 
and habitat: “To preserve and restore natural 
resources for the bene! t of the environment and 
the public.” Therefore, BC-
POS must balance 
the needs of 
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The Boulder County Parks and Open Space Depart-
ment (BCPOS) offers grants for research on county open 
space lands each year. All proposals are reviewed by a team 
of resource specialists, and awarded research projects are 
monitored during their activities on open space. The following 
is a summary of a 2007 study conducted by Cynthia S. Brown, 
Assistant Professor, Bioagricultural Sciences and Pest Man-
agement at Colorado State University.

Abstract
This project addressed the priority research need to 

evaluate restoration techniques for former agricultural lands, 
particularly the establishment of diverse, stable native plant 
communities. This research evaluated the abundance of native 
species planted in different proportions and compositions 
during the ! rst year after seeding, examined factors associ-
ated with success and failure of native plant establishment 
including weedy, non-native species, and soil nitrogen (N) and 
carbon (C) levels, and established long term research plots for 
future research. 

Non-seeded species, which included native and non-na-
tive species, had much greater cover than seeded species. 
Slender wheatgrass and western wheatgrass were the most 
abundant seeded grasses, while fourwing saltbush was the 
most abundant broadleaf species. Generally, the representation 
of seeded grasses and forbs re" ected the proportion seeded in 
the ! rst year, but this pattern began to weaken in the second 
year. After two years, cover of seeded species decreased with 
while non-seeded species cover increased, suggesting negative 
competitive effects. Cover of non-seeded species was nega-
tively correlated with soil percent C, while cover of seeded 
species was positively correlated with this variable. The cover 
of non-seeded and seeded species and their performance in 
different seeding mixtures were related to the location in the 
study area indicated by block. 

Wildlife Management

Research on Boulder County’s Open Space Lands

Dog Areas (NPDs). HCAs form the foundation of the prairie 
dog preservation plan; they are areas identi! ed as being suitable 
for sustaining healthy prairie dog colonies and their associated 
species over time, with minimal human intervention. MOAs 
comprise habitat that will support prairie dogs as well as other 
associated wildlife species with more intensive management 
including dealing with weeds, soil erosion among other things.  
Finally, NPDs are areas that are unsuitable for prairie dog habi-
tat because of incompatible ecological conditions and/or other 
land uses. Currently, relocated populations have exceeded the 
25 to 28 percent occupancy level of the HCA sites that the man-
agement plan outlines as our limit for prairie dog occupancy.  
Therefore, alternate methods of control have become necessary. 

Predator Recovery Programs
One of the alternate methods the county has adopted since 

2001 involves contributing prairie dogs that must be removed 
from properties to raptor and black-footed ferret recovery 
programs. Contributing to these programs can be seen as part 
of a larger effort to restore natural predators to native grass-
land ecosystems. Raptors that are released from rehabilitation 
centers return to their natural habitats and help keep prairie dog 
populations from over-populating and depleting their resources. 
And hopefully, as black-footed ferret recovery programs 
become successful, we will see ferrets being reintroduced onto 
Colorado’s grasslands and prairie dog colonies, reclaiming 
their natural place as predators in these unique ecosystems. In 
this way, contributing to recovery programs is a move toward 
restoring healthier and self-sustaining grassland ecosystems—a 
situation in which the “problem” of prairie dogs would cease to 
be a problem. 

This work documents the development of a plant com-
munity over time. We are beginning to see important interac-
tions between seeded and non-seeded species, and between the 
plants and abiotic factors. This work is providing the op-
portunity for long term research that will inform BCPOS and 
other land managers about which methods are most effective 
for restoration of native prairie communities and control of 
undesirable non-native species.

 Conclusion
The establishment of seeded species on this site has been 

very successful. Many of the species that have not been ap-
parent initially may become established in later years. This is 
especially likely for forb and shrub species, which are known 
to have long-lived seed and high levels of dormancy. For the 
future, the project will provide the opportunity for long term 
research, testing establishment and management methods 
including, but not limited to: 1) staged revegetation and resto-
ration approaches by introducing forbs after native grass estab-
lishment, enabling the use of broadleaf-speci! c herbicides un-
til then, 2) comparison of ef! cacy of seeding vs. transplanting 
shrubs in sequential introduction, 3) testing methods of weed 
control and resource manipulation to facilitate the establish-
ment of a diverse native plant community, 4) studying ability 
of native plants to compete with weedy species and the impact 
that weedy species have on native species, and 5) assessing 
the soil seed bank to evaluate the relative abundance of seeded 
forbs, which are a highly desired part of the plant community, 
but remain less common in the aboveground plant community 
than grasses. 

Editor’s note: To read the full report or other funded research, visit  
http://www.bouldercounty.org/openspace/resources/res_funding/res_fund.htm. 
The department is currently accepting proposals for 2009, and details can be 

found at the same website. 
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We are very fortunate in Boulder County as both 
species of deer found in the United States reside in 
the county. Deer are hoofed mammals belonging 
to the order Artiodactyls, or even-toed ungulates, 
and the family Cervidae. They are medium-sized 
herbivores that shed their antlers every year. Both 
species might be seen in some of Boulder 
County open space properties, such as Rabbit 
Mountain, Hall Ranch, or Heil Valley Ranch.

Mule or White-tailed?
The most common is the mule deer, Odo-

coeilus hemionus (subspecies hemionus). This 
deer can be found in all Colorado ecosystems, from 
grasslands to alpine tundra—and right in town, chewing on 
people’s " owers# Their favorite habitat is the foothills scrub-
lands, where they can ! nd abundant cover and food to browse. 
The white-tailed deer, Odocoileus virginianus, is the deer with 
the most widespread distribution in North America. In our area, 
they prefer to hang out in riparian woodlands and irrigated 
agricultural land. 

How can you tell the two species apart? Their names tell 
the story. Look at their face and their rear ends# The mule deer’s 
face sports a whitish muzzle that contrasts with its gray fore-
head. More importantly, this deer really has BIG ears# The face 
of the white-tailed deer does not have any standout markings, 
but their tail does. The tail is held high when they run, mak-
ing its white underside clearly visible as a warning signal. A 
white " ash would often be the ! rst and last thing you see of this 
deer. When disturbed, white-tailed deer run, whereas mule deer 
bound away springing on all fours. Another way to differentiate 
between the two is by looking at the males’ antlers. In the mule 
deer, the main beam branches out in two branches (called tines), 
and each of those branches out again in two. In the white-tailed 
deer, non-branching tines depart individually from the main 
beam 

A Deer Life
Deer are ruminants; they have a multi-chambered digestive 

tract that includes a rumen. Their rumen contains millions of 
microbes that do the work of digesting through a process called 
fermentation. Deer are considered browsers because they mostly 
eat shrubs, trees and forbs. However, they often eat grasses as 

well. Deer are the favorite food 
of large predators, especially 

mountain lions. They boast some 
useful defensive adaptations. The 

position of their eyes on the side of 
the head allows them to cover a larger 
visual angle, to better detect predators 

approaching from the sides. Their 
large ears can be moved indepen-
dently from one another, enabling 
them to hear simultaneously sounds 
coming from different locations. Their 

fur has a brownish color that allows 
them to blend against the background. 

Baby deer, which spend their ! rst days hidden on the ground, 
have a spotted fur that camou" ages perfectly with the ground’s 
brown earth and darker pebbles.

Seeing Deer
The best time of day to see deer is at dawn and dusk, when 

they are the most active. Please remember that these are wild 
animals and respect their space. If you notice them interrupting 
what they are doing to look in your direction, you are probably 
getting too close for their comfort. Slowly back away and enjoy 
them from a distance that is safe for them and allows you to 
admire the whole animal, not just their rear end as they are " ee-
ing the scene. Also, use extra precaution when driving in areas 
where “deer crossing” signs are posted. A collision with a deer 
can be a traumatic event for all parties involved, not just the 
deer. Close to 200 mule deer are killed in Boulder County by 
car every year. This is in line with the latest estimates, which go 
back 20 years. 

If you know of deer 
that frequently visit a 
particular area, why not fol-
low Aldo Leopold’s advice 
to enjoy them: “ One hot 
afternoon in August I sat 
under the elm, idling, when 
I saw a deer pass across 
a small opening… A deer 
trail crosses our farm, and 
at this point any deer trav-
eling is brie" y visible from 
the shack. I then realized 
that half an hour before I 
had moved my chair to the 
best spot for watching the 
deer trail; that I had done 
this habitually for years, 
without being clearly conscious 
of it.”

Nature Studies

White-tailed deer

Mule deer

Mule deer White-Tailed deer

Oh Deer!
by Francesca Giongo
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Property Management

Bugling at Caribou Ranch
by Dave Hoerath

The Boulder County Parks and Open Space Department 
acquired 2,100 acres of the Caribou Ranch in 2001. As many of 
you might know, much of the property is forested. However, the 
DeLonde homestead area has a great combination of habitats 
surrounding a large hay meadow. DeLonde Creek trickles 
through the meadow, supports a mature aspen stand, and piles 
into a willow carr with some very active beaver ponds. There 
are also some small springs and seeps around the edge of the 
meadow. The hillside above the north side of the meadow is a 
great collection of some mature ponderosa pines (one with a 
red-tailed hawk nest), small aspen stands, shrubby patches, and 
grassy openings. It is great elk habitat. 

Migratory elk utilize the property primarily in the fall, and 
during mild parts of winter and spring. Elk present in September 
and October for the rut will encounter some of our highest pub-
lic visitation, as hikers enjoy the changing colors of the aspen. 
The Bluebird Loop Trail follows the Switzerland Trail railroad 
grade along the outside of the large meadow on three sides. The 
eastern portion of the loop trail that swings by the homestead 
serves to encircle the largest portion of the meadow. When the 
department ! rst purchased the property, staff was concerned that 
the re-opening of the homestead area with a trail that encircled 
the meadow, after many years with very low human presence, 
might disrupt elk activity. 

Human Impact on Elk 
A study was devised and approved in 2004 to inves-

tigate the use patterns of elk, with and without visitors, 
and to determine if visitation had substantial negative 
impacts on elk. If large negative impacts to elk use pat-
terns were revealed due to visitation, some form of trail 
restriction might be warranted.

A four-year observation study investigat-
ed September elk use of the meadow/trail 
area from 2004 to 2007, with and with-
out visitors. The initial two years, 2004 
and 2005, were intended to collect a 
baseline of this information without 
visitors present. The property was yet 
to be opened in September 2004, but 
a partial closure was implemented for 
September 2005 to facilitate the study 
since visitors were halted on the trail 
just before the loop started. Observ-
ers detailed all animals seen in three 
observation periods (morning, mid-day 
and evening), collected three times per week. They also noted 
any human presence such as park patrol, research, tenant haying 
operations, and other types of park operations.

The entire trail system was open in September 2006 and 
2007. The two 2-year periods could be compared to see if visita-
tion was having substantial impacts on elk use areas and

activity. A reduction in elk activity such as bugling and sight-
ings, or a shift in sightings away from the open space or out of 
the DeLonde homestead meadow could be interpreted as nega-
tive impacts from visitation.

Study Results
The 150 observation periods over the four years taught us a 

lot about the homestead meadow area. Perhaps the most impor-
tant thing we learned is that the weather/climate is quite vari-
able, and that it has a big impact on elk activity. September at 
this elevation can be warm or cool, wet or dry — week-to-week, 
and sometimes within the same day. The elk tended to be less 
active when it was warm, and didn’t really appear in numbers 
until the latter part of the month. Pooled across all four years, 
82 percent of all elk sighted occurred on the 16th of the month 
or later. The other important thing we learned is that the peak 
activity periods for people and elk do not overlap much. Elk are 
most active in the hours around sunrise and sunset (when it is 
cooler), which is the lowest visitation period for park visitors. 
Those two things together lower the potential of impacts to elk 
from visitation. 

Some measures do point to negative impacts from visita-
tion. Bugling by bulls decreased in the visitation years – from 
1,125 to 928. The number of observation periods that observed 
elk was higher in the non-visitor years – from 27 to 21). The 
proportion of elk seen in the DeLonde area to the total number 
of elk seen was lower (35 percent) for the visitor years than for 
the non-visitor years (52 percent). The most consistent nega-
tive impact due to visitor presence was that elk in the DeLonde 
meadow ran out of the meadow in all four observed situations 

where an on-trail visitor approached within 200 
meters.

Although there are some indications that 
visitor use has negative impacts on elk use 
patterns at Caribou Ranch Open Space, it is 
not a substantive impact due to a variety of 

factors. No September trail closure periods or 
restrictions are warranted. 

However, elk use patterns and those of 
other wildlife observed during the study do 

support the existing closure areas. The 
use of the hillside above the DeLonde 
meadow and of the beaver pond com-
plex by elk, bears, moose, raptors, and 
other bird species is substantial relative 

to the use of the meadow itself (and not just 
in September). So enjoy the Bluebird Loop in the fall. If you’re 
lucky or early, you just might see a harem or some sparring. 
You should certainly hear the eerie bugles squealing through the 
valley. 

Editor’s note: a program on this topic is listed on page 11.
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Walker Ranch: Special Event, Special Place
by Tom McMichen

Special Event

Save the dates# Mark your calendar for the 23rd Annual 
Event at the historic Walker Ranch Homestead taking place on 
September 21 and 28 from 10am to 4pm each day.

Every fall on the last two Sundays in September, Boulder 
County Parks and Open Space hosts the Walker Ranch Fall 
Event at which dozens of volunteers dressed in period-appropri-
ate clothing reenact life on a working foothills ranch in the late 
1800s. 

On-going demonstrations include butter churning, laundry 
with washboard and wringer, woodstove cooking, plowing with 
draft horses, blacksmithing, log hewing and shingle making, old 
fashioned children’s games, and more.

Several presentations take place throughout each day in-
cluding things like sausage making, storytelling, a presentation 
on personal care and hygiene in the 19th century, and one-room 
school sessions. Other things to see will include a roving cow-
boy on horseback and wool spinning on a foot-treadle spinning 
wheel. If you are a music fan, you’ll also have a chance to par-
ticipate in a barn dance accompanied by banjo, guitar and ! ddle.

On September 28, the Walker Ranch Boys host their rivals, 
the Denver Blue Stockings, for our annual vintage “base ball” 
game (yep, it used to be two words).  Visitors are introduced to 
each of the “ballists” who boast their own special nicknames 
like Larry “the Weasel” Walker, followed by a ball game played 
the way it was in the old days when many of the players didn’t 
even own ball gloves.

Guided tours are offered at the top of every hour. Tour 
guides introduce guests to the various structures around the 
homestead, and they share fun and interesting anecdotes about 
the family and life on the ranch 100 years ago. If you join a 
tour, you might hear stories about events like the Great Die Up 
of 1886-87 when cattlemen throughout the state suffered dev-
astating losses (but not James Walker) or the Blizzard of 1913 
when, for two months, the only way the family could reach their 
neighbors or their mail was by cross-country skis.

Contributors to the Event
In addition to many volunteers and several paid demonstra-

tors who are a part of the Walker Ranch programming, Parks 
and Open Space has been fortunate to have a couple of local 
businesses sponsor this event for many years. Great Harvest 
Bread of Boulder and the Longmont Dairy have both supported 
the Walker Ranch Fall Event for the past 15 years. Longmont 
Dairy provides the cream that we use to churn butter, and Great 
Harvest Bread gives us several different loaves of bread on 
which our guests can sample the butter that they help to churn.

Walker Ranch History
The Walker Ranch Homestead, just west of Boulder is one 

of Boulder County’s earliest open space purchases, and a pre-
mier cultural attraction. From the 1870s until the 1950s, three 

generations of Boulder County pioneers ran one of the area’s 
largest and most successful cattle operations. Following his 
service with the Confederate Army during the Civil War, James 
Walker began a migration west that ultimately led him to 
Cheyenne, Wyoming, and ! nally to the Boulder area. In the 
1870s, he bought a relinquishment to a homestead in the foot-
hills just west of Boulder. 

Today, the site is a popular destination not only for hikers 
and bicyclists, but also for history buffs. 

Today, Walker Ranch spans over 3,000 mostly contiguous 
acres, with almost 10 miles of multi-use trails, group picnic 
shelters and some awe-inspiring scenery.   

Whether you are a regular visitor to our parks or not, plan 
to join us on the last two Sundays in September for a unique 
experience in the historic landscape of the Walker Ranch 
Homestead. 

Directions to Walker Ranch:
To get to the Walker Ranch Homestead, go 7 miles up Flag-

staff Road, west of Boulder, and watch for the “Special Event” 
signs that will direct you to the site. 

For more information, call 303-776-8848 or visit 
www.BoulderCountyOpenSpace.org.

A visitor tries her hand at washing clothes the old-fashioned way.
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All Programs
All ages are welcome unless otherwise noted. NO 

PETS PLEASE# Be prepared for fall temperatures. Bring 
drinking water and wear closed-toe walking/hiking shoes.
See the back cover for park locations.

For information about these programs, or to arrange a 
volunteer-led program for your group, please call 
303-678-6214. 

Bears in Our Backyard
Saturday, September 6; 10:00am to noon
Bald Mountain Scenic Area; 5 miles west of Boulder on 
Sunshine Canyon Drive (Mapleton Ave. within Boulder city 
limits)
 --and--
Sunday, October 5; 10:00am to noon
Heil Valley Ranch; north of Boulder off Lefthand Canyon 
Drive; meet at group picnic shelter
Boulder County’s black bears are busy gorging on berries and 
other food in preparation for their long winter sleep. How much 
do they need to eat before hibernation, and what are the bears’ 
chances of survival?  What would you do if you encountered 
a bear on the trail, and how do you bear-proof your backyard? 
Join volunteer naturalists to get answers to these questions and 
more as you hike in search of bear signs, and learn how people 
and bears can share our wild places. Be prepared for a moderate 
1.5-mile hike. 

Rattlesnake! 
Tuesday, September 9; 6:00pm to 7:30pm 
Heil Valley Ranch; north of Boulder, off Lefthand Canyon 
Drive; meet at group picnic shelter
Enjoy a moderate 1.5-mile hike at Heil Valley Ranch and learn 
about this fascinating reptile, which can be found in the plains 
and foothills of Boulder County. Volunteer naturalists will lead 
this hike and share information about the western rattlesnake, 
including habitat, ecology, behavior, and how to be safe in 
rattlesnake country. 

Montane Forests and the Mountain Pine Beetle
Saturday, September 13; 10:00am to noon
Mud Lake Open Space; 2 miles north of Nederland on 
County Road 126; meet at parking lot kiosk
Join volunteer naturalist Cherry Sand and enjoy a moderate 2-
mile hike above 8,000 feet through this scenic open space while 
learning about the montane forest ecosystem.  We’ll discuss 
forest ecology and management, the mountain pine beetle, and 
also watch for signs of wildlife. 

What do Elk Have to Bugle About?
Sunday, September 14; 10:00am to noon
Mud Lake Open Space; 2 miles north of Nederland on 
County Road 126; meet at parking lot kiosk
Fall is mating season for these majestic animals, and their court-
ship activities are quite involved.  As the days get cooler, elk 
migrate to lower elevations, including Mud Lake and nearby 
Caribou Ranch. Join volunteer naturalists on a moderate 2-mile 
hike above 8,000 feet and learn about the migration patterns of 
elk, their elaborate mating habits, and the efforts that Boulder 
County has taken to protect elk habitat. 

Clever Corvids
Saturday, September 20; 9:00am to 11:00am 
Caribou Ranch Open Space; 2 miles north of Nederland on 
County Road 126; meet at parking lot kiosk
Ravens, crows, jays and magpies are noisy, intelligent and gre-
garious birds found throughout Boulder County. Join volunteer 
naturalists Barbara Wil lis, Nancy Beaudrot, and Diane Klam-
mer for an easy 2-mile hike to observe and learn more about the 
natural history, ecology, and stories about these clever birds.  

I Spy a Place Native Americans Once Called Home
Thursday, September 25; 9:30am to 10:30am
Rabbit Mountain Open Space; NE of Lyons on north 53rd 
Street (off Highway. 66); meet at group picnic shelter
Step into the past with volunteer naturalist Diane Faigen as we 
explore an area Native Americans used as their winter camp. I 
spy a talon, a buffalo, and a plant you don’t want to get stuck 
on.  This program is geared for preschool children and their 
families, but siblings are welcome. Hands-on activities and a 
fun craft will be included.
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All Programs
All ages are welcome unless otherwise noted. NO 

PETS PLEASE# Be prepared for fall temperatures. Bring 
drinking water and wear closed-toe walking/hiking shoes. 
See the back cover for park locations. 

For information about these programs, or to arrange a 
volunteer-led program for your group, please call 
303-678-6214.  

 I Sit Listening to the Wind: A Woman’s Encounter Wit hin 
Herself and Nature
Saturday, September 27; 9:30am to noon
(Meeting location will be given to registered participants)
Join volunteer naturalist Louise Alderson for a walk in nature. 
Using passages from the book I Sit Listening to the Wind, by 
Judith Duerk, you’ll experience the rhythm of nature with per-
sonal re" ection and growth. Be prepared for a moderate 1-mile 
hike. For women of all ages. Register by calling 303-678-6214 
by Thursday, September 25. 

The Quaking Aspen                                 
Sunday, September 28; 10:00am to noon
Mud Lake Open Space; 2 miles north of Nederland on 
County Road 126; meet at parking lot kiosk
Join volunteer naturalists to learn more about the aspen – the 
most widely distributed tree in North America. On this trip, 
we’ll hike about 2 easy miles (roundtrip) at 8,500 feet through 
conifer forest, meadows, and aspen groves. We’ll discuss the 
natural history of the aspen, including its importance to wild-
life, varied uses, response to ! re, and threats to its health. We’ll 
also watch for signs of wildlife, and maybe even hear the eerie 
sounds of bugling elk.

On the Wing: A Birds-Eye View of Rocky Mountain 
Weather
Thursday, October 2; 7:00pm to 8:30pm 
George Reynolds Branch, Boulder Public Library, 3595 
Table Mesa Drive, Boulder; (additional parking is available 
across Table Mesa Drive in the King Soopers parking lot)
Join volunteer naturalist Phil Ecklund for a look at Boulder 
County’s unique weather from the perspective of a glider pilot. 
From soaring thunderheads to “" ying saucer” clouds and pow-
erful winds off the Continental Divide, the weather is anything 
but predictable along the Front Range of Colorado. Phil will 
share his years of experience in observing and " ying through 
Colorado’s changeable weather with in-" ight and time-lapse 
images. 

The Wild Cats of Boulder County
Saturday, October 4; 10:00am to 12:30pm   
Caribou Ranch Open Space; 2 miles north of Nederland on 
County Road 126; meet at parking lot kiosk
Join park interpreter Lauren Golten for a moderate 3-mile hike 
above 8,000 feet and learn about the ecology and behavior 
of mountain lions and bobcats. Along the way, we will also 
discuss other predators found at Caribou Ranch Open Space and 
explore the evolution, ecology, and dynamics of predator-prey 
relationships. 

Pella Crossing: History and Habitat
Saturday, October 11; 10:00am to noon
Pella Crossing Open Space; about one mile south of the 
town of Hygiene, on the east side of N. 75th Street (meet at 
the picnic shelter east of the parking lot)
Join volunteer naturalists Joyce Costello, Barbara Preese, and 
Marsha Williams to learn about past and present residents of 
Pella Crossing. Learn about the agricultural and mining history 
of this area, and the development of the ponds for wildlife habi-
tat. We will keep an eye out for evidence of the birds and mam-
mals that call Pella Crossing home. Be prepared to walk about 2 
miles on level trails. Bring binoculars if you have them. 

Getting Ready for Fall Hike at Heil Valley Ranch
Sunday, October 12; 10:00am to noon
Heil Valley Ranch Open Space; north of Boulder off 
Lefthand Canyon Drive; meet at group picnic shelter
Join volunteer naturalists Kathy Arthofer and Sara Neustadtl 
for a hike to observe seasonal changes and to discover how the 
wildlife of Heil Valley Ranch prepares for winter. You’ll learn 
about what behavioral and physiological adaptations animals 
make to prepare for shortening days and cooling temperatures, 
and also look for signs of wildlife that are active year-round. Be 
prepared for a 1-mile hike.
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I Spy Nature Behind Fall Traditions
Thursday, October 16; 9:30am to 10:30am
Heil Valley Ranch Open Space Group Picnic Shelter; north 
of Boulder off Lefthand Canyon Drive; meet at group picnic 
shelter
Halloween and Thanksgiving have their traditions associated 
with events in nature that happen in the fall. Join volunteer 
naturalist Diane Faigen to howl like a coyote and strut like a 
wild turkey. We’ll also learn about witches, the harvest moon, 
bats, and more. This program is geared for preschool children 
and their families, however all are welcome. Hands-on activities 
and a fun craft will be included.  

Hanging Out Wit h Bats
Saturday, October 18; 1:00pm to 3:00pm 
Foothills Nature Center; 4201 N. Broadway, Boulder
Explore the myths and mysteries surrounding the only mammal 
that " ies. With volunteer naturalists Louise Alderson and Susan 
Holley, you will learn about the resident bats of Boulder Coun-
ty, their habits and habitat, and their importance to humans. 
This program is for families with preschool and elementary-age 
children, and will include a slide presentation and hands-on 
activities.

Moose at the Ranch  
Sunday, October 19; 10:00am to 1:00pm
Caribou Ranch Open Space; 2 miles north of Nederland on 
County Road 126; meet at parking lot kiosk
Moose were introduced to Colorado in the late 1970s in the 
North Park area. Since then, moose have been expanding their 
range southward in Colorado and now call Caribou Ranch Open 
Space home. Join volunteer naturalists for a moderate 3-mile 
roundtrip hike into moose country, and learn more about the 
natural history and habits of this largest member of the deer 
family. Please be prepared for weather conditions at 8,500 feet. 

Whoo are the Owls?
Wednesday, October 22; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
George Reynolds Branch, Boulder Public Library, 3595 
Table Mesa Drive, Boulder; additional parking is available 
across Table Mesa Drive in the King Soopers parking lot
Owls have been regarded with fascination and awe throughout 
recorded history and across many cultures. Over half of the 
owls recorded in the U.S. have been seen in Boulder County, 
and most nest here. Join volunteer naturalist Cindy Maynard to 
explore these fascinating creatures and learn about the diversity 
and adaptations that make them such expert hunters.     

Geology and Landforms of Hall Ranch
Saturday, October 25; 9:00am to 1:00pm
Hall Ranch Open Space; 1 mile west of Lyons on Highway 
7; meet at group picnic shelter near the upper parking lot
Join volunteer naturalists Dick Pratt and Joe Krieg to explore 
and learn about the remarkable and dramatic geology and land-
scape of Hall Ranch. This moderately strenuous 4-mile roundrip 
hike will cover igneous, metamorphic, and sedimentary rocks 
that span over 1.7 billion years of geologic history. We’ll have 
lunch at one of the highest elevation prairie dog towns in Boul-
der County, a great place to observe raptors and other wildlife. 
Bring binoculars if you have them. This hike is geared to adults.  

Story in the Rocks – Our Changing Landscape       
Saturday, November 1; 10:00am to noon
Heil Valley Ranch Open Space; north of Boulder off 
Lefthand Canyon Drive; meet at group picnic shelter
Join volunteer naturalists for a 1.3-mile moderate hike along 
the Lichen Loop Trail to learn how this scenic landscape has 
changed over time. The tales told in the rocks span over 200 
million years, from ancient sand dunes to tidal " ats to riverbeds 
where dinosaurs roamed. The rocks also determine the shape 
and ecology of the present landscape, and the plants and wild-
life we ! nd here. 

Walker Ranch Comes to Life
Sundays, September 21 and 28
10:00am to 4:00pm each day  
Walker Ranch Homestead; approximately 7.5 miles up 
Flagstaff Road from Boulder

The historic Walker Ranch Homestead will come to life 
this fall as costumed volunteers demonstrate the lifestyle 
and daily chores of a working 1880s ranch. You can try 
your hand at doing laundry the old-fashioned way, churn-
ing butter, or making shingles. Guided tours will be offered 
on a regular basis, or you can explore the homestead at 
your own pace. This event is fun for the whole family. For 
more information, call 303-678-6200.
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Visit the Champion Cottonwood Tree  
Saturday, November 8; drop by 10:00am to noon
Champion Cottonwood Site: On the east side of Crane Hol-
low Road, just north of the intersection of Crane Hollow 
and St. Vra in Roads in northern Boulder County near the 
town of Hygiene. Park along Crane Hollow Road near the 
entrance gate.
In a land of little water, the majestic plains cottonwood stands 
out in the landscape. Larger than most of its deciduous compan-
ions, this water-loving tree has long been treasured by native 
peoples, pioneers, and wildlife for food, shade, and habitat in 
the western Great Plains. Since 1967, Boulder County has been 
home to the largest plains cottonwood tree in North America, 
according to the National Register of Big Trees. This stately 
tree, over a century old, stands some 105 feet tall and nearly 
9 feet in diameter. Join volunteer naturalists to see and learn 
more about the story of this sentinel of the plains. No hiking is 
required.

Fossils of Boulder County Slide Program
Wednesday, November 12; 7:00pm to 8:30pm 
George Reynolds Branch, Boulder Public Library, 3595 
Table Mesa Drive, Boulder; additional parking is available 
across Table Mesa Drive in the King Soopers parking lot
The fossil record of life preserved in the rocks of Boulder Coun-
ty is a fascinating aspect of our diverse geologic history.  Fossils 
provide evidence of past plant and animal life that " ourished in 
the Western Interior Seaway, when Colorado was underwater 
for millions of years. Join volunteer naturalists Donn Cook and 
Joe Krieg for a slide program to explore our fossil heritage and 
to see specimens of fossils uncovered in Boulder County.  

Birds of Prey Slide Program
Tuesday, November 18; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
Boulder Public Library, Main Library, Boulder Creek 
Meeting Room, 11th Street and Arapahoe Avenue, Boulder
Join volunteer naturalists and learn how to recognize raptors 
-- hawks, eagles, falcons, and owls -- in the skies above Boulder 
County. During this slide presentation, you’ll observe and 
learn how to distinguish between different raptors by identify-
ing common ! eld marks. You will also learn about the habitat 
requirements, behavior, and ecology of these magni! cent birds. 

Birds of Prey Driving Tour
Saturday, November 22; 10:00am to 1:00pm
(Meeting location will be given to registered participants)
Join Boulder County volunteer naturalists for a driving tour of 
some of Boulder County’s best areas to view raptors. We will 
carpool from our meeting place searching for raptors, 
learning about habitat, and working on our observa-
tion and identi! cation skills. Participants should 
bring binoculars, a spotting scope, and a bird 
! e ld guide if you have them. The tour is 
geared for adults and older children. 
Register by calling 303-678-6214 by 

Thursday, November 20.

Seniors Nature Program Series
The last Thursday of every month, Boulder County Parks and Open Space hosts 
a senior’s nature program. Programs begin at 10:00am and end no later than noon.  
Programs include information about an area’s history, wildlife and current resource management 
projects. No registration is necessary. For more information and directions to open space proper-
ties, please call 303-678-6214.

Thursday, September 25; Mud Lake Open Space 

Thursday, October 30; Walker Ranch Open Space (Meet at the Meyers Homestead Trailhead) 
      
Thursday, November 20; Hall Ranch Open Space (Meet at the upper parking lot, near the trail 
kiosk and restrooms)
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Betasso Preserve Update
Boulder County Parks and Open Space is in the process of 

preparing a combined management plan for Betasso Preserve 
and the Benjamin property.  This plan will be an update to the 
1985 Betasso Preserve Management Plan and set the future 
management direction for both properties, which will be man-
aged as one unit following plan completion.

To kick-off the management planning process, an internal 
interdisciplinary team meeting was conducted in December 
2007. At the meeting, staff developed the following vision for 
the property:

Boulder County Parks and Open Space’s vision for Betasso 
Preserve is to protect, preserve, interpret, and restore the site’s 
native ecosystems and signi! cant cultural resources, while 
providing passive, sustainable, and satisfying recreational op-
portunities.  

Two public open house meetings and a public comment 
period were held in winter 2008.  These meetings provided the 

Be a Volunteer Naturalist
If you enjoy exploring and sharing the natural wonders of 

Boulder County with others, then you should consider becom-
ing a Volunteer Naturalist with Boulder County Parks and 
Open Space# 

As a volunteer naturalist, you’ll co-lead nature hikes, pres-
ent public slide and PowerPoint programs, and provide hands-
on environmental ! eld experiences for local groups. 

Volunteering is a great way to learn more about your local 
open space, since all volunteer naturalists must participate in 
a 10-week training program. You’ll learn about local history, 
geology; plants and ecosystems; forestry; wildlife and birds; 
agricultural lands and weed management; water resources; 
resource management activities, interpretive techniques and 
resources.

How To Apply
The application deadline is November 28, 2008. Partici-

pants must be at least 18 years old and attend all training ses-
sions. Because many of our requested programs are scheduled 
Monday-Friday during daytime hours, applicants must have 
some ongoing weekday availability.

We’re looking for people with a passion for nature, some 
knowledge of local natural history, and a strong desire to learn 
more and share their knowledge and enthusiasm with others. 
Training will be held on Thursdays, January 15 through March 
19, 2009, from 8:30am to 4:00pm in Longmont.

Please contact Larry Colbenson, Natural History Program 
Coordinator, at 303-678-6214, or lcolbenson@bouldercounty.org. 

public with an opportunity to submit comments about the future 
use and management of the property.  A summary of comments 
is posted on the Parks and Open Space website.  

During spring and summer 2008, staff and consultants 
have been conducting natural, cultural, and recreation resource 
surveys.  In addition, staff has begun preparation of the draft 
management plan.  

It is anticipated that this draft plan will be completed in 
October 2008.  At that time, a second public meeting, as well as 
a public comment period, will be scheduled to solicit comments 
on the draft plan.  Following the public comment period, the 
draft plan will be presented to the department’s citizen advisory 
committee (POSAC), and then the ! nal plan will be presented 
to the Board of County Commissioners. At this point, it is 
expected that the ! nal management plan will be approved by 
January 2009.

For more information, visit http://www.bouldercounty.
org/openspace/index.htm or contact the project planner, Ernst 
Strenge, at 303-678-6269 or estrenge@BoulderCounty.org.

Visit the James F. Bailey Assay Office Museum 
There are two more chances to visit the museum on 

Saturday, September 20, and October 18, 10am - 2pm. After 
that the museum will close for the season.

Visitors may take tours of the assay of! ce and family 
residence. Admission is free and all ages are welcome.

At the turn of the 20th century, hard rock mining in Boul-
der County was in full swing. Prospectors took ore samples to 
the assay of! ce to ! nd out if they had “struck it rich.” 

The museum is located at 6352 Fourmile Canyon Drive, 
west of Boulder in the town of Wall Street. 

Directions: From 28th St. in Boulder, go west on Canyon 
Blvd. 4.0 miles, take a right on Four Mile Canyon Dr., go 4.9 
miles to the fork and bear left, continue on Four Mile Canyon 
Dr. for another 1.6 miles. The Assay Of! ce is on the right side 
of the road.

For more information please contact Tom McMichen at 
303-776-8848 or tmcmichen@co.boulder.co.us.
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