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North Boulder Elk Herd 
Radiotelemetry Study

by Dave Hoerath

Have you ever seen elk while you were hiking at Heil Valley Ranch? I bet 
you’ve seen their signs, or heard them in the fall. Some of you may have seen them 
along the Foothills Highway in the winter months. But even if you haven’t seen 
them, they’re there. It turns out Heil Valley Ranch is the primary wintering area for 
a particular elk herd.

In the mid-1990s signi" cant portions of the foothills habitat used by this herd 
were purchased or protected by Boulder County along US Highway 36, south of Ly-
ons. An intensive radiotelemetry study of this herd would provide more information 
to aid the Boulder County Parks and Open Space Department (POS) and Colorado 
Division of Wildlife (CDOW) with their management decisions. Data collected 
could in! uence planning parameters such as trail and infrastructure placement, 
closure areas, acquisitions, fencing and boundary management, and potential habitat 
manipulation decisions. A study would aid the DOW by providing more insight into 
hunting season parameters, game damage, highway incidents, hunting opportunities, 
and Chronic Wasting Disease information. In addition, a study could help identify 
impacts of new open space recreation on elk activity and distribution.

So the two agencies decided to pursue the study in the fall of 1996 with 
four objectives: 

Delineate seasonal ranges, including calving, summer, and winter ranges.
Measure the effect of passive recreational use (hiking, equestrian, and bike 
riding) on distribution and movements.
Use marked elk to improve population estimates.
Obtain survival and mortality rates for female calves and yearlings.

Objective #4 was not funded and not undertaken. But radiocollars were out" t-
ted in February 1997, and signals kept coming in for nine years. Over 1,600 loca-
tions were collected from February 1997 through December 2005.

Fifteen different cow elk provided signals over the length of the study. Several 
of them are still alive with one-pound non-functioning radiocollars as fashion acces-
sories. Some collars failed relatively quickly (16 months), but most approached or 
exceeded their four-year battery life. One collar provided data almost continuously 
for six years.

The study animals all led their own lives and had their own separate fates. Six 
of the 15 cows were harvested. At least one was hit by a car and killed. And one was 
killed by a mountain lion up by Brainard Lake% All radio-collared cows provided 
valuable information about what areas were important and when—even if we never 
saw them.

The telemetry locations allowed us to describe the annual migratory cycle for 
the herd, and their summer and winter ranges. The Heil Valley Ranch area (west of 
US36 from Lyons to Left Hand Canyon) is home for most of the winter and spring. 
But there are movements throughout this area, and also to places like the Cal-Wood 
Education and Retreat Center and Rabbit Mountain. The animals respond to the 
weather and snow depths to " nd warmer (or cooler) areas that are free of snow so 
they can graze. Late spring is the time when cow elk are fattening up for migra-
tion and calving. In drier years, irrigated agricultural " elds east of Highway 36 and 
around Rabbit Mountain provide a luscious, green forage alternative to the forest 
foothills. But it also subjects them to mortality from crossing roads and game dam-
age hunts. 

Some time around mid-May when the day-lengths and temperatures are right, 
the cows and yearlings head for the high country. Although some of the bulls 
associate with the cows in winter, they segregate in small bachelor groups for most 
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of the rest of the year. The migration is usually a quick jaunt 
through the forests west of Heil Valley Ranch, past the James-
town area, halting in the area near Highway 72 south of Peaceful 
Valley. This area has abundant grassy openings and stream bot-
toms that can to hold the animals for a few days as they may be 
forced to wait for lower snow levels before pushing higher into 
the spruce-" r forests west of the highway.

Calving occurs at the end of May/beginning of June as the 
cows and their calves take advantage of the burgeoning spring 
vegetation of riparian corridors, wet meadows and ponds, and 
grassy openings. Cows and calves form small groups at this time 
and you can sometimes hear their mewing calls and squeals. As 
the calves grow stronger, the animals can use more and more of 
the high country, and snow levels allow elk access to the alpine 
tundra. Radio cows (and presumably the herd) never ventured 
south of Niwot Ridge or north of St. Vrain Mountain, con" ning 
themselves to the Middle and South St. Vrain Creek watershed. 

This summer range has over 60 miles of roads and trails, and 
hosts over 100,000 visitor days in the summer. So it was fasci-
nating for me to work up there and talk to people who had never 
seen nor heard the animals. The elk know where the people are 
and where they go, and usually avoid them. Most visitors stay on 
trail and avoid the marshy forest ! oor or wet meadows, which 
is just " ne with the elk. The same is pretty much true for the elk 
when they are in the Heil Valley Ranch area: the better habitats 
are not where the trails and visitors are, and elk avoid the user 
areas. Early telemetry data from this study moved the Wapiti Trail 

alignment farther to the west to avoid areas the elk were 
using, with mixed success.

The declining overnight temperatures, shorter days, high 
winds, and early snows of September push the elk down, out of 
the high country. Most of the herd is back down to the Heil Valley 
Ranch area by the end of October, and well into the rut (breeding 
season). The bulls re-enter the picture, and cows are herded into 
harems and bred. Most of the rutting activity occurs in the closed 
portions of Heil Valley Ranch Open Space.

After breeding peaks, hormone levels decline and bulls no 
longer defend cows. Harems coalesce and the whole herd some-
times comes together in a very large group. When these groups 
were in open areas, counts were obtained to estimate herd size. 
The average annual, highest-count " gure was 142, with a high 
of 163 (in 2000 and 2005). This " gure still probably under-rep-
resented the herd population by 10 to 20 percent, mostly in the 
form of bachelor bulls. These large groups can sometimes be seen 
from the Altona Grange, on Nelson Road, and on either side of 
US36, about ½ mile south of the junction with Highway 66, near 
Lyons. Check ‘em out the next time you go enjoy Hall Ranch, 
Heil Valley Ranch, or Rabbit Mountain Open Space property.

Feature Article

A small group of cows and yearlings east of Highway 36, grazing the open rangeland and irrigated pastures before their spring migration to the high country.



 4 Images / spring 2007

Few issues of local interest to Boulder 
County are more controversial than that 
of prairie dog management. For some, the 
little hole-digging, crop-ruining creatures 
are pests, and for others, the adorable ani-
mals were here " rst, " ll an important place 
in the natural ecosystem, and should be 
preserved. To make matters more dif" cult, 
both sides have a valid point.   

In reality, none of this would be a 
problem if it weren’t for people moving 
more and more into prairie dog habitat… 
or if the darn things wouldn’t take over 
everything, ruin gardens and agricultural 
land. In all this, one thing can be said with 
certainty.  The prairie dog population in 
Boulder County is growing, and every year 
the county becomes more crowded.  

The black tailed prairie dog is an 
herbivorous mammal in the squirrel family 
that digs deep underground burrows and 
communicates with “barks” or chirps. 
Prairie dogs have one of the most sophisticated systems of 
communication in the animal kingdom, using different chirps 
to identify various predators and levels of threat. One study 
found that prairie dogs will even use different calls to warn of 
researchers wearing different colored shirts.  Imagine what this 
must sound like. “Dog% Dog% Dog% Dog% Dog% Dog%” “Hawk% 
Hawk% Hawk%” “Science guy, red shirt% Science guy, red shirt%” 
This communication is the prairie dog’s main defense from 
predation, and it is quite effective. Often predators " nd it easier 
to catch rabbits and other animals associated with prairie dog 
towns than the actual prairie dog themselves. Prairie dog bur-
rows often slant steeply downward for 15 feet, and then level 
off for as much as 100 feet.  Burrows have separate chambers 
for food storage, and elevated ! ood rooms that allow them to 
safely wait out ! ooding from heavy rains.

Misconceptions about Prairie Dogs
Prairie dogs ruin grasslands. In fact, prairie dogs co-

evolved with the prairie in a mutually bene" cial relationship. 
Burrows aerate the soil, and droppings provide nitrogen, which 
enhances growing conditions. Prairie dogs are also considered 
by some ecologists to be a “keystone species,” meaning a spe-
cies that plays a central part in an ecosystem. Burrows provide 
shelter for burrowing owls, snakes, rabbits, and the presence of 
prey species creates food for foxes, coyotes, raptors and more.

Cattle and prairie dogs can’t coexist.It has long been 
thought that prairie dogs compete for the grass in rangeland, and 
thousands of prairie dogs have thus been exterminated. More re-
cent studies show that the bene" cial interactions between prairie 
dogs and their environment may actually create more healthy 
and productive rangeland. Another common tale is that cattle 

step into prairie dogs burrows and break 
their legs. This seems to be largely myth. 
Burrows emerge on top of highly visible 
mounds, and bison successfully coexisted 
with prairie dogs for thousands of years. 
By this same argument, one might claim 
that we should remove all the rocks from 
rangeland, because cattle trip over them.

Prairie dogs spread the plague. Prai-
rie dogs are indeed very vulnerable to the 
plague, but if anyone is losing sleep over 
this, it should probably be the prairie dogs. 
Very few cases of plague transferring from 
prairie dogs to humans have been reported. 
When a colony becomes infected by 
plague, the disease-bearing ! eas usually 
don’t remain in the colony very long after 
the prairie dogs have died, which usually 
happens in a matter of a few days. The risk 
of human exposure to this disease from 
prairie dogs is very remote.

So Why the Debate?  
Though prairie dogs play an essential role in a wild prairie 

ecosystem, problems arise when their range crosses into devel-
oped areas. In areas of con" nement, prairie dogs can worsen 
noxious weed problems because they eat native vegetation, and 
often leave the non-native noxious weeds alone. As a result, 
prairie dog colonies have become synonymous with barren 
weed patches. Burrows can also damage the appearance of 
public parks and playgrounds. In developed areas, predators are 
more seldom, which creates favorable conditions for population 
growth. Full-to-the-brim colonies leave few vacant burrows for 
burrowing owls and other species that cohabitate with prai-
rie dogs, and the migration of young male prairie dogs in the 
spring, looking for new places to live, creates a grizzly scene on 
local roads and highways. In short, the situation in developed 
areas is out of balance, and natural predation levels are not 
keeping the population in check.  

What to Do
When it comes to managing growing colonies in developed 

areas, there are several options, and unfortunately, none of them 
are perfect.  

Do Nothing.  Many people think the best solution is to do 
nothing and let nature takes its course, controlling populations 
with natural predators or plague. Unfortunately, in the case of 
prairie dogs in eastern Boulder County, this is not practical. 
Many of the native predators associated with prairie dogs are 
gone from Boulder County or diminished in number as a result 
of human habitation. Most of our prairie dog colonies are on 
active agricultural lands or are con" ned by surrounding private 

The Problem of Prairie Dogs
by Lucas Ainsworth

Wildlife



Images / spring 2007  5

lands.  Because of these and other issues, some type of active 
management is necessary to keep overall populations in check.

Relocate. Move prairie dogs from unwanted areas to areas 
set aside for prairie dogs.  However, the capture and release 
process is time consuming, stressful for the animals (even 
in ideal conditions, there can be a 50 percent mortality rate), 
expensive (costs can run as high as $200 per prairie dog), and 
there are very few spots left in Boulder County that can accept 
more prairie dogs without creating other problems for habitat or 
prairie dog population management.

Lethal Control.  Although effective, this method is 
highly controversial and any chemical solution is unpopular in 
Boulder County.

Introduce predators. Although this might be a good 
solution in theory, it is impractical to implement and probably 
would not succeed. Predator densities in Boulder County are 
determined by defendable territory. The black-footed ferret, for 
example, which requires a very large range, preys exclusively 
on prairie dogs, but will likely never return to Boulder County 
due to the pressures of urban growth.  

Unfortunately, there’s no clear conclusion here.  In a 
developed environment, prairie dog populations require man-
agement to remain at sustainable levels. In Boulder County, it 
will probably come down to a compromise; relocation when 
feasible, and when necessary, lethal control using the most 
humane methods available.  Until a better solution comes 
around, I think we’ll " nd that the debate over prairie dog 
management is far from over.

Wildlife

Each year, the Boulder County Parks and Open Space 
Department offers research grants. A team of resource 
specialists reviews all proposals, and department staff 
monitors the awarded studies during " eldwork on open 
space lands. The following is a summary of a study con-
ducted at Heil Valley Ranch by Elisa Miller, INSTAAR, 
Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at 
the University of Colorado on the effects of forest thin-
ning and chipping on soil properties and understory 
vegetation. 

Research abstract:  The Boulder County Parks and 
Open Space Department utilizes mechanical forest thin-
ning for wild" re mitigation. The purpose of this research 
project was to determine how mechanical thinning and 
chipping affect soil properties and understory regenera-
tion at Heil Valley Ranch. Thinning creates signi" cant 
physical disturbance to soil and vegetation, creating con-
ditions that are favorable for the establishment of early 
seral plant species, including undesirable exotic weeds. 
Thus, forest management for " re mitigation frequently 
leads to management for exotic species invasions. One 
" r e mitigation practice utilized by the department the 
conversion of unmerchantable timber into woodchip 
biomass, which may be spread on-site as mulch. The 
ecosystem effects of woodchip mulch applications to 
thinned forest remain largely unstudied. In this project, I 
tested the abiotic and biotic effects of woodchip amend-
ments in a thinned forest, within the context of experi-
mentally-manipulated gradients of soil nitrogen and 
phosphorus availability.

Research conclusion:  Mechanical forest thinning 
for " re mitigation is a fact of life for land managers 
throughout the West. However, the physical disturbances 
of mechanical thinning create conditions that encourage 

the introduction and establishment of weeds. Overall, 
non-native plants were three times more abundant at 
the site than native plants in the second summer follow-
ing thinning. In fact, over half of the total vegetative 
cover in the experimental plots was comprised of three 
non-native species (Canada thistle, Kentucky bluegrass, 
and mullein). Thus, it is clear that the physical reduction 
of forest density to historical levels leads to secondary 
ecological issues at the site. 

Wood chip amendments introduce further novel physical 
effects that impact understory vegetation reestablish-
ment. Woodchips were not found to alter soil pH, but 
they did increase average percent soil moisture. In times 
of drought, this physical effect could be of great bene" t 
to the " re- and disease-resistance of the remaining 
trees. However, woodchips reduced understory species 
richness by 50 percent, selecting for a certain suite of 
species. 

In conclusion, where the dual management concerns of 
" r e mitigation and weed management concerns coexist, 
the decision to apply woodchip mulch should be guided 
by existing weed management concerns. Woodchip 
amendments were shown to have differential effects on 
understory plant species. Notably, native graminoids 
and mullein were inhibited by woodchips, whereas 
Canada thistle increased in abundance where woodchips 
were applied. Furthermore, chronic accumulation of 
soil nitrogen may be undermining efforts to reestablish 
native graminoids and exclude non-native weeds in the 
understory. 

For additional information about research projects on 
county open space, contact Therese Glowacki at 303-
678-6206 or <tglowacki@co.boulder.co.us> 

Research on Boulder County’s Open Space Land
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The Boulder County Youth Corps provides opportunities 
for teens to develop a sense of community involvement through 
personal accomplishment, teamwork and public service. 

Since 1996, the Youth Corps has worked with several 
Boulder County Departments including Parks and Open Space, 
Facilities, and the Housing Authority, as well as the municipali-
ties of Lafayette, Longmont, Louisville and Superior.

Last summer was a great year.  We had 15 teams—140 
corpsmembers and 31 staff members who produced over 21,000 
hours of meaningful work.  Of the 15 teams, nine worked 
directly with the Boulder County Parks and Open Space Depart-
ment. The Youth Corps assisted the department with a variety of 
projects. We had two forestry teams who thinned approximately 
60 acres at Heil Valley Ranch and Reynolds Ranch open space 
properties. They also pulled a lot of noxious weeds in those 
areas.

One Youth Corps team was assigned to the Resource 
Management Division. They planted 1,750 plants at the Carolyn 
Holmberg Preserve at Rock Creek Farm Open Space in south-
ern Boulder County. They also built wildlife-friendly fences at 
Reynolds Ranch, Hall Ranch and Caribou Ranch.

The Youth Corps assigned to the Boulder County Fair-
grounds in Longmont made numerous improvements to the 
site. They pulled 41 bags of noxious weeds, spread 81 yards of 
mulch, and painted the fences at the Outdoor Arena.  They also 
were an important part of the Boulder County Fair last summer 
when they helped preparations and cleanup—including setting 

up 50 recycle bins and four zero-waste stations.  The  Youth 
Corps team also created and facilitated a recycling education 
program for children during the annual Boulder County Fair.

Last summer, we had two Youth Corps teams assigned to 
trails.  One team preformed maintenance on more than seven 
miles of trails along the Walker Ranch Loop, Nighthawk Trail, 
Anne U. White Trail, and Pines-to-Peak Trail. The other team 
built a new 0.75-mile natural surface trail connecting the Mey-
ers Homestead Trailhead to the Walker Ranch Loop Trailhead.

One Youth Corps team worked for the Agriculture 
Resource Division, and that team did a lot of fence work%  They 
installed approximately 2,700 feet of new barbed wire fence 
on agricultural open space properties in the eastern part of the 
county.  They also constructed two wood corrals: a cattle corral 
was built at the Warembourg property and a specially designed 
horse corral at the Keyes North property.  The horse corral was 
unique because most of the corrals on open space property are 
designed for cattle, not horses.  The horse coral was built to sort 
horses from Sombrero Ranches, Inc., the largest horse out" tter 
in the state and an agricultural land leasee of Boulder County.  

Two other Youth Corps teams worked at the Walker Ranch 
Homestead, west of Boulder.  The grounds team focused on 
repairing fences around the historic homestead.  They removed 
770 feet of dilapidated fence and built 600 feet of new fence 
using much of the same materials that the Walker family would 
have used 100 years ago.  The historic restoration team concen-
trated on repair work to homestead buildings.  They built a new 

Boulder County Youth Corps
by Nik Brockman

The Youth Corps Grounds Team reconstructs a fence at the historic Walker Ranch Homestead.
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porch and installed a tongue-and-groove ceiling to the Miller 
House, dug trenches, and built 180 feet of retaining wall to al-
leviate drainage issues. They also used 6.5 tons of concrete to 
stabilize some of the buildings at the homestead.

Each year Boulder County’s Youth Corps strives to produce 
tangible improvements for the county while providing youth 
a way to earn money.  The program aims to complete a lot of 
work, and do it with quality.  It was said by one Parks and Open 
Space project sponsor that, “I have worked with many crews 
over the years, and this program has consistently provided 
us with excellent crews that can get a lot of work done at the 
highest level of quality…I have received many comments from 
professionals outside this agency at the quality of the projects 
your teams have completed for us.”

Youth corpsmembers get a lot out of the program too.  For 
many, this is their " rst job.  They can earn over a $1,500, gain 
important job skills, make new friends and be productive.  One 
corpsmember said, “I learned valuable skills that I can use for 
the rest of my life, made friends and had a superb time.  Mean-
while, I was able to make money.  I will forever remember and 
think fondly of this summer.”

The 2007 season is slated to be another fun and productive 
summer.  Scheduled projects with the Boulder County Parks and 
Open Space Department include trail construction and mainte-
nance, construction of community gardens, historic restoration 
projects, forestry thinning, and continued improvements at the 
Boulder County Fairgrounds.

Nature Lady’s Here!
by Tiffany Fourment

The call goes out as I approach the group who has been 
busy building a fence at the historic Walker Ranch Homestead.  
The environmental education program of the Youth Corps is 
designed to create opportunities for corpsmembers to engage 
with and learn about their natural surroundings.  Each team 
participates in an environmental education activity every week.  
Some are led by the team leaders, some by the Environmental 
Education Coordinator (a.k.a. “Nature Lady”).  The program 

also includes at least one " eld trip or special presentation, such 
as a tour of the Betasso Water Treatment Plant, storm drain sten-
ciling in local neighborhoods, or a visit to the biomass facility at 
Boulder County’s Parks and Open Space transportation complex 
in Longmont.  

Last summer’s most popular activity was the “ecologi-
cal footprint.” After a discussion of the implications of natural 
resource consumption, each corpsmember " lled out an online 
quiz about his/her lifestyle in terms of resource use.  Then each 
corpsmember’s individual “ecological footprint” was calculated 
and reported as a statement of “If everyone on earth lived the 
same way you did, we would need ___ earths to support the 
population.” What an eye-opener this activity was%  Now when 
I see corpsmembers occasionally, their comments go something 
like “Hey, Nature Lady%  I’m still trying to reduce my number 
of earths…” 

That statement underscores the main goal of our environ-
mental education program: to create the awareness, interest 
and appreciation that will encourage our local youth to become 
stewards of the land and natural resources in our area.  When 
asked about the most important thing they learned in environ-
mental education over the summer, corpsmembers responded 
with comments like “I affect the environment much more than I 
think” and “Natural resources are taken for granted.”

Through the community-based work that they do, the team-
work skills they build, and the sense of place that they develop 
during their summer work, we hope that these teenagers will 
continue to grow into thoughtful and active citizens.

Education

The Youth Corp Agriculture Team builds a corral at the 
Warembourg agriculture property.

The Youth Corp Resource Management Team revegetates 
the bank of a pond at Pella Crossing.

If you know someone between the ages 
of 14 and 17 who wants to make $1,500 over the sum-

mer, encourage him or her to apply for the Youth Corps%  
Applications deadline is March 30, 2007.  

For more information, call (303) 441-4960 
or visit the department’s webpage at 

www.BoulderCountyOpenSpace.org
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In my humble opinion no bird quite 
captures and symbolizes the proximity 
of the quasi-wilderness we enjoy here in 
Boulder County more than the magni" -
cent golden eagle.  

Standing atop the Flatirons track-
ing this bird and its six-and-a-half foot 
wingspan within the frame of a pair 
of binoculars is simply breathtaking. 
Effortlessly and powerfully gliding past 
a background of sandstone, pondero-
sas and " r trees, rust colored roofs of 
CU, blue skies and cumulous clouds, 
it slowly transforms into a mere dot as 
it ! ies further away. Each time I have 
seen this transpire I fully appreciate 
being fortunate enough to live in such a 
wonderful place.  

We are extremely lucky to have the 
golden eagle as a year-round resident 
here.  Known as the “king of birds,” 
only kings were allowed to ! y them 
during the peak of falconry in 17th 
century Europe.  It has never achieved 
the fame and notoriety that our beloved bald eagle enjoys since 
it lacks the brilliant bald head and tail feathers but it is arguably 
a more noble bird for multiple reasons.  To the casual observer 
it does not even appear “golden” and one might wonder why 
this large, dark brown, almost black raptor acquired this color-
ful name.  However, in bright sunlight you can easily see the 
golden feathers along the back of the neck known as hackles.

The golden eagle is primarily found in the western United 
States. Boulder County has ideal nesting sites in our low moun-
tain ranges and sandstone cliffs with surrounding hunting ter-
ritories containing proli" c breeding ground mammals.  Golden 
eagles living here enjoy abundant prairie dogs, rabbits, ground 
squirrels and several other similar sized mammals, as well as 
an occasional snake.  They play an important role in helping 
to keep our prairie dog population in check and healthy.  They 
also occasionally capture smaller birds, particularly during the 
nesting season, as the meat is a bit more tender for their chicks.  
Unlike the bald eagle, they rarely feed on carrion and do so only 
when live game is scarce.  They have also been known to attack 
deer and their fawns, although this behavior is atypical.  Their 
remarkable eyesight is comparable to Superman; it is believed 
that they can spot prey anywhere from one to two miles away.  
Eyes that powerful are very useful in a hunting territory of up to 
160 square miles.  

Golden eagles begin their nesting and mating activities dur-
ing the winter months.  The mating ! ights of the golden eagle 
are a remarkable sight to witness.  The birds will often circle 
and soar together up and into the clouds.  Even more spectacu-
lar are their undulating ! ights where either (more likely the 
male) will power straight up into the sky for several wing beats 

and then tuck its wings and nose dive 
hundreds of feet, then repeat this pattern 
over and over.  These mating ! ights 
usually take place near the nest and are 
visible from a long distance.  Normally, 
nest sites are chosen in steep rocky cliffs 
where predation is not likely.  Typically, 
two nest sites exist within a territory 
and it is unknown why a pair chooses 
one site over another during a particular 
year.  However, the nest sites are re-used 
over the years as both males and females 
add new sticks to the pre-existing nests 
each year.   This can result in a particular 
nest weighing hundreds of pounds and 
possibly measuring over twenty feet in 
length.  The interior of the nest is often 
lined with fur or soft leaves and plants 
for comfort and fresh green conifer 
needle clusters are added almost daily to 
possibly act as a natural insect repellant.  

An average of one to three eggs are 
laid in March and the female patiently 
incubates the egg or eggs for about 35 

days.  The male takes on the hunting duties and delivers prey 
to the female daily.  He also helps raise the chicks.  Sitting on 
eggs for over a month can be a long undertaking and the female 
will take short ! ights within sight of the nest to keep her ! ight 
skills sharp and to “stretch.” Upon birth, the eaglet is a bright 
downy white with eyes wide open and can immediately feed 
from sight.  Over the next nine to 11 weeks, the young chick re-
places the white coloring with very dark brown feathers.  Upon 
! edging or leaving the nest, it can almost resemble an adult bald 
eagle in ! ight with white tail feathers and white markings on the 
underside of the wings.  It will remain in the nest territory for 
weeks and continue to be fed by the adults until it can hunt on 
its own, which is typically at the end of the fall.  It is amazing 
to think that if a golden eagle family in Boulder County were to 
take an average of one to two prairie dogs a day throughout the 
nesting season, it could total somewhere between 200 and 400 
prairie dogs%  Of course other prey would also be caught but you 
realize what an important role maintaining a healthy prairie dog 
population plays in our local ecosystem for both the eagles and 
the other mammals and birds that also rely on these animals.

This spring keep an eye to the sky to catch a glimpse of 
this marvelous bird hunting the Boulder County’s open spaces 
and grasslands for prairie dogs and rabbits.  You might also be 
lucky enough to catch their mating ! ights. Often their presence 
is notable when you see a large ! ock of birds suddenly and 
noisily take ! ight or when you hear crows or ravens mobbing or 
harassing a bird of prey.  It just might be one of our local golden 
eagles%

Golden Eagles in Boulder County
by Michael Morton

Wildlife
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Last summer, I spent 
hundreds of hours hiking 
about every square foot of 
Hall Ranch Open Space as a 
seasonal plant ecologist. My 
job was to map the vegetation 
on the property for a baseline 
inventory of the plant com-
munities. What our team 
found was a highly diverse 
landscape with unique plant 
communities. 

Hall Ranch is 3,206- 
acre open space property at 
the foot of Longs Peak just 
outside of the Town of Lyons. 
It is situated where the Great 
Plains abruptly end and slam 
into the Rocky Mountains. 
The narrow band where these 
two biomes overlap is called 
an ecotone and contains an 
enormous amount of biodiver-
sity. At Hall Ranch you will 
" nd plant communities that 
are normally found in short-
grass prairies coexisting with 
ponderosa pine plant communi-
ties seen at higher elevations in the Rocky Mountains. 

While the majority of Boulder County’s prairies are short- 
and mixed-grass prairies, some of the most amazing plants you 
will see while visiting Hall Ranch are the relic tall grass species. 
The historical range of the tallgrass prairie was in the eastern 
plains stretching from southeastern Texas to northwestern Min-
nesota. However, right here we " nd remnants of tallgrass prairie 
in an extremely narrow strip, only a few miles wide nestled up 
against the foothills. These patches of prairie are isolated from 
their original range by nearly a thousand miles. The foothills 
region in Boulder County receives several more inches of rain 
then the plains only a few miles to the east. During upslope con-
ditions, moist air is forced upwards by the mountains, causing 
moisture to condense and fall back at the base of the foothills. 
If you look at where the tallgrasses grow on Hall Ranch, you 
will also notice that they are usually next to a rock. The sand-
stone rocks shade the soil and act like mulch, creating a moister 
microclimate. The added rainfall and the microclimates created 
by the rockiness of the area provide just enough moisture to 
support tallgrass prairie plants. In these tallgrass prairie patches, 
plant species such as big bluestem, yellow Indian grass and 
switchgrass dominate. The next time you are out there, take a 
minute to stop and look at these tallgrasses waving in the wind. 

If you have ever hiked, biked or ridden your horse at Hall 
Ranch Open Space, you are well aware of the ever-changing 
topography. These changes in topography create an amazing 

mosaic of diverse vegetation. Next time you’re there, take a 
minute to stop and gaze up the hillsides to notice the patterns 
within the vegetation. On the lowest regions of the hillsides, you 
are likely to see shortgrass or mixed-grass prairie communities 
with plants such as blue gramma and needle-and-thread grass 
as the dominate plants. As your eyes move up the hillside onto 
the steeper slopes, you may notice that some patches of grass 
change to a distinctive bluish purple color. This color change is 
the result of a new plant community, the xeric tallgrasses with 
big bluestem dominating. Above these patches of big bluestem, 
right below the crest of the hillsides, you may notice shrubby 
plants begin to dominate the landscape. These are most likely 
skunk brush or mountain mahogany. Finally at the very tops of 
the hillsides, you will begin to see ponderosa pines dominating 
the landscape. This vegetational pattern is repeated hundreds of 
times throughout the area. The varied topography of the open 
space results in small differences in rainfall, runoff and evapora-
tion. These variations in moisture are one of the keys to why we 
see these changes in patterns of vegetation as you move up the 
steep slopes at Hall Ranch. 

On your next visit, take a few extra minutes to look deeper 
into the vegetation around you. Stop and count the number of 
different grasses and ! owers that you see along the side of the 
trail. Look at the patterns that are around you and think about 
how moisture and geography can create a landscape that is so 
diverse and unique. I think you will be amazed by the vegeta-
tive diversity of Hall Ranch Open Space.

Nature Studies

Hall Ranch Open Space: A Vegetative Biodiversity Hot Spot
by Ryan Ludlow

Hall Ranch Open Space
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When to Sleep—And When to Wake Up
by Ellen Orleans

French lyrics ask “Dormez vous?” or “Are you sleeping?” 
The word dormez is a form of the verb dormir, meaning “to 
sleep.” At universities, you’ll " nd “dorm” in “dormitory.” In the 
world of plants, you’ll " nd it in “seed dormancy,” for, just as 
some mammals hibernate to survive, some seeds sleep to ensure 
future generations. 

Plant seeds contain and protect embryos, the earliest, most 
rudimentary stage of a plant. Seeds have a variety of protective 
coats, or casings. But why would a seed want such protection, 
which effectively delays its growth? Because seeds have evolved 
to be “smart,” they hibernate until conditions are right to sprout. 

For instance, if an environment is too hot, cold or dry, if 
there’s not enough sunlight, or the ground is too hard, seeds ben-
e" t by remaining dormant until conditions change. Some seeds 
hibernate for a few weeks or months, other may lie dormant for 
hundreds of years%

The song “Frère Jacques” includes the words, “Morning 
bells are ringing.” What “bells” wake up a sleeping seed? It de-
pends on the seed. Some seeds have a thick coat which keeps out 
the water necessary to activate its metabolism. While this is a " ne 
strategy for delaying growth, how does water eventually enter so 
that development can begin when the time is right? 

Clearly, the seed coat needs to break down. Some plants, like 
the Kentucky coffee tree, have a particular thick coat. Its ! eshy, 
moist seedpods are bean-shaped and only split apart when water 
inside freezes and expands enough times to weaken the outer 
casing.

Other plants depend on animals trying to break the casing by 
eating it, but giving up before they do. This leaves the case weak, 
but the seed intact. This process of nicking the coat to begin ger-
mination is called scari" cation. 

Here in Colorado, the raspberry plant has a different angle 
on scari" cation. A wild raspberry actually wants an animal, such 
as a bear, to eat its seed coat. To entice the bear, the plant creates 
a tasty seed coat, or berry. When eaten, the berry travels through 
the bear’s digestive system. There, acids weaken the casing, but 
allow the embryo to survive. 

When the bear takes its proverbial “poop” in the woods, the 
seed is deposited inside the scat. In this way, the seed has not 
only traveled to a new location (thus spreading the plant), but 
also has natural fertilizer to aid its growth. 

While thick coats protect a seed from water, a thin coat al-
lows the seed to respond to light. Pigments in some seeds are sen-
sitive to the length of the day. When activated by enough light, 
they signal a seed to germinate, causing it to sprout in a season 
which favors its survival.

Seeds also respond to temperature. While desert plants may 
wait for cooler temperatures, in temperate zones, successful seeds 
need warmth, and often a long period of warmth at that. For in-
stance, while spruce tree seeds might " nd late summer an attrac-
tive time to germinate, as young plant it would likely not survive 
the long winter ahead. By waiting until early spring to sprout, a 
new spruce has a few extra months to grow strong before winter.

How does a spruce “know” to wait until spring to release 
its seeds? It has evolved in such a way that it requires several 
months of low temperatures to activate the chemical changes 
necessary for the cones to drop their seed. This phenomenon is 
referred to as “after-ripening.” 

Watching a cone transform from tight and solid to intricate 
and open can be a magical thing. Ponderosa pine cones, and oth-
ers found in your backyard, respond to warmth. But some cones 
need the " erce heat of a " re% Sealed shut by a naturally occurring 
resin, unopened lodgepole pine cones may hang on a branch for 
years. When " r e strikes, the resin melts and the cone opens. The 
released seeds create the next generation of trees to replace those 
killed or damaged by the " re. 

With such a variety of wake-up calls for dormant seeds, 
perhaps its time for an additional version “Frère Jacques”

Are you sleeping?
Are you sleeping?
Sister seed,
Sister seed.
Fire, scari" cation
Water, light and temperature
Wake up now.
Time to sprout. 
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Discover Boulder County

ALL PROGRAMS

We welcome all ages unless otherwise noted. NO 
PETS PLEASE% Be prepared for cool temperatures and 
muddy conditions on outdoor hikes. Bring drinking 
water and wear closed-toe walking/hiking shoes.

For more information about these programs, or to 
arrange a volunteer-led program for your group, please 
call (303) 678-6214. See the back cover for a map of 
park locations.

Walking Tour of the Agricultural Heritage Center
Saturday, March 3; 11:00am to 12:30pm
April & May: every Friday, Saturday and Sunday; 
11:00am to 12:30pm
Agricultural Heritage Center, 8348 Hwy 66 in Longmont
The Agricultural Heritage Center interprets agricultural life in 
Boulder County between 1900 and 1925 when farming families 
prospered during the coming of the Modern Age. The farm-
house is furnished with period furniture, and interactive exhibits 
in the large red barn will give you a feel for Boulder County 
farming and ranching practices in the early 20th century. The 
Heritage Center will be open from 10:00am to 5:00pm on the 
Saturdays noted above. You are welcome to join a tour of the 
site at 11:00am or wander around on your own. 

Birds of Prey Driving Tour
Saturday, March 10; 10:00am to 1:00pm
(Meeting location will be given to registered participants)
Join Boulder County volunteer naturalists for a driving tour of 
some of Boulder County’s best areas to view birds of prey, or 
raptors. We will carpool from our meeting place, searching for 
raptors, learning about habitat and behavior, and working on 
our observation and identi" cation skills. Bring water, lunch or a 
snack, binoculars, spotting scopes, and a bird " eld guide if you 
have them. Children 10 years old and up are welcome. Register 
by calling 303-678-6214 no later than Thursday, March 8. 

Track Tales – Snowshoe Hike
Saturday, March 24; 10:00am to 12:30pm
Caribou Ranch Open Space; two miles north of Nederland 
on County Road 126; meet at park kiosk 
Early spring is the perfect time of year to learn about the story 
left behind by wildlife. Join Michael Bauer, Mark Brennan, 
and Mark Pscheid for a snowshoe hike at Caribou Ranch to 
learn about predator-prey ecology and how to identify tracks 
and other clues left by wildlife. You should be prepared for a 
moderately strenuous two-mile hike above 8,500 feet, in cold 
and windy weather. Ski or hiking poles are recommended due to 
icy trail conditions. 

What’s the Deal with Spring? 
Sunday, March 25; 1:00pm to 3:00pm 
Heil Valley Ranch; North of Boulder on Hwy 36, west on 
Lefthand Canyon Dr. to Geer Canyon Dr., follow signs to 
picnic shelter  
What’s blooming? Who’s singing? Who’s having babies? 
How are these springtime events connected and what does the 
position of the sun in the sky have to do with it? Join volun-
teer naturalist Larry Nygaard on a leisurely, two-mile hike and 
celebrate the " rst week of spring.   

All About Beavers 
Saturday, April 7; 10:00am to noon 
Walden Ponds Wil dlife Habitat Area; east of Boulder, west 
of  75th Street, between Valmont and Jay Roads. Meet at the 
Cottonwood Marsh parking area. 
The beaver is one of nature’s most accomplished engineers. 
They build lodges, dam streams, and otherwise modify the envi-
ronment to create their habitat. Beavers have taken up residence 
at Walden Ponds periodically over the years, and have been seen 
as recently as last year. While beavers are most active at night, 
we’ll see signs of their hard work in felled shrubs and trees, and 
old lodges. We’ll also learn about beaver babies, how beavers 
make their living, and how they survive through the winter. 
Volunteer naturalists will lead this easy walk to learn all about 
these furry, water-loving mammals. 

Cubs, Kits, Fawns, Pups, and Bunnies
Sunday, April 8; 10:00am to noon
Heil Valley Ranch; North of Boulder on Hwy 36, west on 
Lefthand Canyon Dr. to Geer Canyon Dr., follow signs to 
picnic shelter  
Even before spring arrives, a new generation of wild animals is 
on the way. Some babies are already playing in their dens, some 
don’t have their eyes open yet, and some are yet to be born. Join 
volunteer naturalists Kathy Arthofer and Sara Neustadtl to learn 
about the challenges in nature that these youngsters and their 
mothers have already overcome, and how they learn to make 
their way in the world. 
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Discover Boulder County

ALL PROGRAMS

We welcome all ages unless otherwise noted. NO 
PETS PLEASE% Be prepared for cool temperatures and 
muddy conditions on outdoor hikes. Bring drinking 
water and wear closed-toe walking/hiking shoes.

For more information about these programs, or to 
arrange a volunteer-led program for your group, please 
call (303) 678-6214. See the back cover for a map of 
park locations.

New to Boulder County’s Great Outdoors? 
Tuesday, April 10; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
Lafayette Public Library, 775 west Baseline Road, Lafayette
Join Interpreter Pascale Fried for a PowerPoint presentation 
about some of Boulder County Parks and Open Space proper-
ties where you can explore the beauty and wonder of spring. 
You will also learn about watchable wildlife that you may 
encounter while enjoying this season of renewal. 

Picturing the Outdoors: 
Camera Hike for Nature Enthusiasts
Saturday, April 21; 10:00am to 12:30pm 
Heil Valley Ranch; north of Boulder on Hwy 36, west on 
Lefthand Canyon Drive to Geer Canyon Drive, follow signs 
to group picnic shelter
When it comes to nature photography, Boulder County’s majes-
tic panoramas tend to steal the show, yet there’s also beauty in 
more intimate settings. Join volunteer naturalist Ellen Orleans, 
as you develop your artist’s eye. After a short talk about camera 
angles, framing, and composition, we’ll walk the 1.3-mile Li-
chen Loop Trail, pausing often to shoot photos, ask questions, 
and take in the quiet splendor of this foothills park. Participants 
should have enough " lm or digital memory for 36 images. This 
program is geared for ages 12 and above. 

Geology of Rabbit Mountain 
Saturday, April 28; 9:00am to 1:00pm
Rabbit Mountain Open Space; NE of Lyons on north 55th 
Street (turn north on 53rd Street off Highway 66)
Volunteer naturalists Dick Pratt and Peter O’Neil will lead a 
moderate three-mile hike, where you’ll learn about the interest-
ing geology of the area. We’ll also keep our eyes out for spring 
wild! owers, soaring raptors, and wildlife. Bring a sack lunch 
and binoculars if you have them. This program is geared 
for adults. 

Glacial Legacy of Boulder County
Tuesday, May 1; 6:30pm to 8:30pm
Boulder Public Library, Main Branch, Boulder Creek 
Meeting Room, 11th Street and Arapahoe Avenue, Boulder
Join volunteer naturalist and geologist Dick Pratt to learn how 
alpine glaciers helped create Boulder County’s unique and di-
verse topography. You’ll learn how glaciers form, move, change 
the landscape, and respond to climatic changes. You will also 
learn about the glacial history of Boulder County and how 
glaciation has affected everything from recreation to agriculture 
along the Colorado Front Range. 

I Spy the Hunters and the Hunted
Thursday, May 3; 9:30am to 10:30am
Walden Ponds Wil dlife Habitat Area on 75th Street between 
Valmont Road and Jay Road. Meet at the Cottonwood 
Marsh picnic shelter.
Bugs, frogs, " sh, birds, and mammals—join volunteer naturalist 
Diane Faigen to explore who eats who at Walden Ponds. This 
program is for families with preschool and kindergarten-age 
children, and will include hands-on activities and a fun craft. 

Fossils and Flowers of Six-Mile Fold
Saturday, May 5; 9:30am to Noon
Six-Mile Fold Open Space; Meeting place: drive north of 
Boulder on Hwy 36, turn right on  Neva Road, take the " rst 
left onto a dirt road that parallels and reconnects to Hwy 
36; we will park and meet on that dirt frontage road.
Join volunteer naturalists Megan Bowes and Sue Hirschfeld 
for a short, moderately strenuous hike to explore a landscape 
created by folding and faulting as the Rocky Mountains uplifted 
70 million years ago. You will see fossilized evidence of the 
Cretaceous seas that once inundated this area, as well as some 
of the earliest blooming wild! owers in Boulder County.   

A Beginner’s Guide to Butter# ies of Boulder County
Wednesday, May 9; 7:00pm to 8:30 pm
Boulder Public Library, George Reynolds Branch, Boulder, 
3595 Table Mesa Drive,  (additional parking is available 
across Table Mesa Drive in the King Soopers parking lot)
Volunteer naturalists Cathy and Donn Cook will present a 
beginner’s guide to butter! ies and wild! owers.  This program 
will review some of our beautiful Boulder County wild! owers, 
and will cover basic information on butter! y biology, life cycle 
and behaviors, host plants, and identi" cation tips. 
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Discover Boulder County

ALL PROGRAMS

We welcome all ages unless otherwise noted. NO 
PETS PLEASE% Be prepared for cool temperatures and 
muddy conditions on outdoor hikes. Bring drinking 
water and wear closed-toe walking/hiking shoes.

For more information about these programs, or to 
arrange a volunteer-led program for your group, please 
call (303) 678-6214. See the back cover for a map of 
park locations.

Beginning Birding  
Saturday, May 12; 8:00am to 10:30am
Walden Ponds Wil dlife Habitat, west of 75th Street between 
Valmont Road and Jay Road; meet at the group picnic shel-
ter next to Cottonwood Marsh
Join volunteer naturalists to explore the joys of bird watching% 
They will share tips for recognizing different types of songbirds, 
ducks and waterfowl, wading birds, raptors, and more. The 
emphasis of this beginning-level bird-watching trip will be on 
practicing observation skills rather than just bird identi" cation. 
Please be prepared for a slow-paced walk of up to two miles. 
Bring binoculars and a bird " eld guide if you have them.  

Grandparent and Grandchild Hike
Saturday, May 19; 10:00am to noon
Bald Mountain Scenic Area; 5 miles west of Boulder on 
Sunshine Canyon Drive (Mapleton Ave. within Boulder city 
limits)
Join volunteer naturalists Barbara Wil lis and Sue Cass and 
invite a special person in your life to discover signs of spring. 
This one-mile moderate hike will give you a look at spring 
wild! owers, evidence of wildlife, and a great view from the top 
of the mountain. Picnic tables are available near the parking lot 
if you want to plan a post-hike lunch. This hike is suitable for 
older preschoolers, elementary age children and grandparents 
of all ages. 

Arts and Crafts on the Farm
Sunday, May 20; 10:00am to 4:00pm
Agricultural Heritage Center, 8348 Ute Highway 66
in Longmont
Today, we have become accustomed to shopping the department 
stores for a sweater, or the hardware store if we need a new 
hinge for the backyard gate.  Historically, these items would 
have been made at home using skills not widely practiced today.  
Blacksmithing, wool spinning, and candle dipping are just some 
of the activities that will be demonstrated as we celebrate tradi-
tional arts and crafts associated with rural living.  This program 
is free and open to all ages.  For more information, please call 
(303) 776-8848.

I Spy Prickers and Stickers
Thursday, May 31; 9:30am to 10:30am
Betasso Preserve; Boulder Canyon (Hwy 119) to Sugarloaf 
Road, follow the signs to the park and meet at the west 
trailhead, near the group picnic shelter
Join volunteer naturalist Diane Faigen to search out some of 
the plants and animals that can prick and stick to you. I spy 
an Indian needle, a goopy tree, and a porcupine pricker. This 
program is for families with preschool and kindergarten-age 
children, and will include hands-on activities and a fun craft. 

Birds of Boulder County Slide Programs
Tuesday, March 13; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
George Reynolds Branch Library, 3595 Table Mesa Drive, 
Boulder (over# ow parking available in King Soopers park-
ing lot across the street)
 —and—
Thursday, April 19; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
Louisville Public Library, 951 Spruce Street, Louisville
 —and—
Tuesday, May 15; 7:00pm to 8:30pm 
Longmont Public Library, Meeting Room A, 4th Avenue and 
Emery Street, Longmont 
Join Boulder County volunteer naturalists to learn where to " nd 
and how to identify some of the birds that call Boulder County 
home. This slide program, which is geared to beginning birders, 
will take you from the grasslands to the alpine tundra, to explore 
an amazing range of ecosystems and habitats, and to learn about 
the birds that live there. You will also hear about some of the 
migratory birds that return to or pass through Boulder County at 
this time of year. 
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Discover Boulder County

ALL PROGRAMS

We welcome all ages unless otherwise noted. NO 
PETS PLEASE% Be prepared for cool temperatures and 
muddy conditions on outdoor hikes. Bring drinking 
water and wear closed-toe walking/hiking shoes.

For more information about these programs, or to 
arrange a volunteer-led program for your group, please 
call (303) 678-6214. See the back cover for a map of 
park locations.

Seniors Nature Hikes
The last Thursday of every month, Boulder County Parks and 
Open Space hosts a senior’s nature program at a county park.  
All programs begin at 10:00am and end no later than noon.  
Programs will include information about an area’s history, 
wildlife and current resource management projects, unless 
speci" ed otherwise. See the back cover for park location or call 
(303) 678-6214 for directions. 

Thursday, March 29 Agricultural Heritage Center 
   at the Lohr/McIntosh Farm 
    
Thursday, April 26 Rabbit Mountain Open Space  
      
Thursday, May 31 Betasso Preserve       

Spring Wild# ower Slide Programs
Monday, April 16; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
Boulder Public Library, Main Library, Boulder Creek 
Meeting Room, 11th Street and Arapahoe Avenue, Boulder
 —and—
Thursday, May 24; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
Louisville Public Library, 951 Spruce Street, Louisville 
Join Boulder County volunteer naturalists for a slide program 
to kick off the spring wild! ower season% You’ll learn about the 
variety of wild! owers found in Boulder County, where and 
when to look for them, and some interesting facts about some of 
our native plants. 

Spring Wild# ower Hikes
The following wild! ower hikes are open to all ages, and are 
geared to beginners. Please wear hiking shoes, and bring water 
and a wild! ower " eld guide if you have one.

Wil d# owers of Legion Park
Sunday, April 29; 1:00pm to 2:30pm  
Legion Park; east of Boulder on Arapahoe Road; 0.5 mile  
west of 75th Street
Join us for a leisurely spring stroll through the pinyon and 
ponderosa pines at Legion Park. Besides having a great view of 
the Continental Divide, this park is a wonderful place for early 
season wild! owers. 

Mother’s Day Wil d# ower Hike
Sunday, May 13; 1:00pm to 3:00pm
Rabbit Mountain Open Space; NE of Lyons on North 55th 
Street (turn north on 53rd Street off Highway 66)
Rabbit Mountain is a great place to view spring wild! ow-
ers.  The transitional foothills zone is home to Easter daisies, 
Nuttall’s violets, Pasque ! owers, spring beauties, cacti, and 
more. This afternoon hike will take you from grassland to 
ponderosa pine and mountain mahogany shrubland in search of 
early bloomers. 

Wil d# owers of Heil Valley Ranch
Sunday, May 27; 10:00am to Noon
Heil Valley Ranch; north of Boulder on Hwy 36, west on 
Lefthand Canyon Dr. to Geer Canyon Dr., follow signs to 
picnic shelter
Join us for a spring wild! ower hike at Heil Valley Ranch, in the 
beautiful foothills of Boulder County. We will hike a leisurely 
loop through forest and meadows in search of spring wild! ow-
ers, enjoying some beautiful vistas along the way.
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In Closing

Tra il Cam Pic of the Quarter

This trail-cam set-up caught a large group 
of elk cows and yearlings passing by.  The 
camera was placed along a game trail that 
dropped down to a small riparian area on Heil 
Valley Ranch.  The " rst photo was of one of 
the radio-collared cows.  As one of the older 
cows, she was leading the group, who pro-
ceeded to shoot the entire roll of " lm as they 
streamed by.

Caribou Ranch 
Closed April - June

The Boulder County Parks and 
Open Space Department wants to 
remind residents there is a permanent 
spring closure, April 1 through June 
30. The closure protects spring mi-
gratory birds, overwinter elk survival, 
and elk calving and rearing activities 
at Caribou Ranch Open Space.        

Approximately 50 species of 
mammals could potentially live 
and/or travel through the open space 
annually. This represents about 50 
percent of all mammal species found 
in Boulder County. Please respect 
wildlife needs for solitude. 

Violators can be " ned up to $300 
by resident manager, park rangers 
and county sheriff deputies who 
patrol the open space property.  

Fishing Derby – Just for Seniors
The Boulder County Parks & Open Space Department will 

sponsor a Seniors Fish-Off on Friday, May 4, from 6:00am to 
10am, at Walden Ponds Wildlife Habitat.  

All Boulder County seniors’ citizens (64 years old and older) 
are welcome join the " shing derby. Walden Ponds is located east 
of Boulder on North 75th Street, between Jay Road and Valmont 
Road. The derby will take place at the Wally Toves Ponds; you 
can " sh anywhere along the bank and there is a wheelchair acces-
sible " shing pier close to the parking lot if needed.  

Seniors must have a valid Colorado " shing license and an-
nual $5.00 Walden Ponds " shing permit you can purchase the day 
of the derby. The pond is stocked with rainbow trout – arti" cial 
and live bait are both permitted at the Wally Toves Pond. Your 
special Walden Ponds " shing license allows you to keep up to 
four trout per day% 

An awards ceremony will take place immediately following 
the derby. Prizes will be awarded to the angler who caught the 
heaviest trout, the most experiences (oldest) angler and the best 
hat. A " sh fry picnic will follow the " shing derby. Beverages, 
rainbow trout and dessert will be provided.  So, dust off your 
" shing gear and join the fun%  For additional information, contact 
Michael Bauer at 303-678-6219 or mbauer@co.boulder.co.us.

Be a Park Host 
This Summer

Do you enjoy being outdoors? 
Do you enjoy friendly conversations 
with other park visitors?  Are you a 
Boulder County resident?  If you an-
swered ‘yes’ to these questions, you 
should consider becoming a Boulder 
County Park Host this year.

Park Hosts have many oppor-
tunities to make a difference while 
hiking, biking and riding at seven 
premier Boulder County properties—
Betasso Preserve, Caribou Ranch, 
Hall Ranch, Heil Valley Ranch, Rab-
bit Mountain, Walden Ponds Wildlife 
Habitat and Walker Ranch.

After training, you’ll be able to 
describe an area’s natural and cultural 
resources, recreational opportunities 
and current resource management 
projects. Training will take place 
Saturdays, May 5 & May 12. 

The application deadline is 
Wednesday, May 2.  For more in-
formation and an application, contact 
Michael Bauer at 303-678-6219 or 
mbauer@co.boulder.co.us
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