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Stakeholders: 
Invested in Boulder County

by Tina Nielsen

Who are stakeholders in Boulder County Parks and Open Space? Well, 
if you live in Boulder County you’re a stakeholder in some way. Perhaps you 
live next door to an agricultural open space property and you keep tabs on 
the farmer’s seasonal activities. Or maybe you like to hike on some of our 
100-plus miles of trails. If you’ve attended a talk about wild! owers or other 
natural history programs, or taken your kids to visit the Agricultural Heritage 
Center in Longmont or Assay Of" ce in Fourmile Canyon, you’re a stake-
holder. Even if you simply enjoy the views as you make your way around the 
county, you are a stakeholder.  

Some people get more involved as stakeholders by virtue of their pro-
fession or avocational interests, and often these people belong to organiza-
tions that are of" cial stakeholders. Boulder County’s Parks and Open Space 
stakeholders span a wide spectrum of interests, from climbers and geocach-
ers, hikers, bikers and equestrians to birders, ecologists and environmental-
ists. They bring their passion, knowledge and experience to the table and 
get involved in helping the Parks and Open Space Department set policies 
and make management decisions. These people attend public hearings of the 
Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee (POSAC) or the Boulder County 
Commissioners and provide public testimony that helps us as an organization 
to make good decisions. 

The Parks and Open Space Department strives to maintain an active re-
lationship with 28 of these stakeholder groups. Twice a year, we invite these 
groups to send one or two representatives to a stakeholder meeting. These 
meetings provide an opportunity for the representatives to meet with depart-

Bird watchers take in the sights at Caribou Ranch Open Space.

Stakeholders span a wide spectrum of interests including climbers, 
geocachers, hikers, bikers, equestrians,  birders, ecologists and environmen-
talists to name a few.
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ment managers and each other to discuss any questions or issues 
they have, in a setting that is informal and free from the pres-
sures of a public hearing. Sometimes our staff will give a brief 
presentation or overview of some of our activities, but the main 
point is to have a roundtable discussion with the representatives. 

Last Year’s Stakeholder Meetings
In 2008 we held stakeholder meetings in the spring and fall. 

At the spring meeting, Planning Division Manager Rich Koop-
mann gave a brief presentation about upcoming management 
plans and management policies under development. This list 
included the Betasso/Benjamin Management Plan Update, the 
Rock Creek Grasslands Management Plan, Grassland Manage-
ment Policies, Forest Management Policies and Water Manage-
ment Policies. Then Operations Manager 
Brent Wheeler gave an overview of trails and 
facilities capital projects in 2008 and upcom-
ing years, including the Picture Rock Trail 
at Heil Valley Ranch, ongoing trail planning 
and work in the Niwot area and ongoing work 
to develop the community garden at Har-
ney Lastoka Open Space. He also discussed 
planning for a trailhead at Coalton Drive and 
completion of the trail system from Boulder 
to Superior. This generated discussion about 
the recently completed National Trails Day 
volunteer project at the Picture Rock Trail; a 
lot of enthusiasm was expressed for the work 
accomplished that day. One participant called 
it a “win/win/win” and declared that the hun-
dreds of volunteers who worked on the trail 
will never cut a switchback, and will make 
sure no one else does either. 

At the Fall 2008 meeting, Senior Re-
source Specialist Rob Alexander gave a brief 
presentation about the “future of agriculture” 

Boulder County Parks & Open Space 
Stakeholder Groups

Boulder Area Trails Coalition Front Range Rescue Dogs

Boulder Bird Club Geocaching Colorado

Boulder County Audubon Society Gold Hill Open Space & Trails

Boulder County Horse Association International Mountain Biking Association 

Boulder County League of Women Voters Mountain Open Space & Trails

Boulder County Nature Association PLAN Boulder County

Boulder Mountain Bike Alliance Preserve Unique Magnolia Now

Boulder Trail Runners Wildlands Restoration Volunteers

Colorado Mountain Club – Boulder Group Trail Mix

Colorado Mountain Club – Longs Peak Group Trout Unlimited

Colorado Native Plant Society Rocky Mountain Rescue Group

Foothills Audubon Club Sierra Club - Indian Peaks Group

Friends Interested in Dogs on Open Space The Access Fund

Friends of Boulder Open Space Trout Unlimited/Boulder Flycasters

in Boulder County. He covered the demographics of 
Boulder County’s farmers, Boulder County’s invest-
ments to maintain the viability of agriculture (center 
pivot sprinklers and other irrigation improvements, 
for example) our investigations into biodiesel pro-
duction and our work toward establishing small acre-
age parcels for market farms, among other things. 
This was followed by a lively discussion about 
weed control in Boulder County, ditch maintenance, 
mosquito control, prairie dogs and land development 
patterns. 

Collaborative Projects
One great suggestion that emerged from the 

stakeholder meetings last year was the idea of inte-
grating resource management and operation projects. 
For example, if volunteers are re-routing an existing 
trail, then we might concurrently restore the old trail 
with native plants. We have hosted a handful of col-
laborative projects in the past such as a forestry proj-
ect where staff closed roads while building fences 

to keep cars from driving on the old roads. We will look to do 
more of these projects in 2009. Planning volunteer projects in 
this holistic way will help residents understand and appreciate 
the complexity of managing open spaces. 

Stakeholders are an important resource and provide our 
staff with valuable ideas and direction. We know that perspec-
tives vary in degree, but we feel very fortunate to have so many 
passionate and dedicated citizens working on behalf of our 
natural resources and the quality of life we all want to protect. 

Do you belong to a stakeholder group? Do you know of 
groups that should be on our contact list? Please contact me at 
tnielsen@bouldercounty.org or 303-678-6279.

Equestrians at Walden Ponds Wildlife Habitat.
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Dragonfly Delights
by Ann Cooper

When it comes to watchable wildlife, birds top the list, fol-
lowed closely by butter! ies. Both groups are easy to see, active 
by day, highly colorful, and interesting for their behaviors. The 
dragon! ies are too, and yet until recently few people took time 
to watch them. 

The increasing interest in dragon! ies may stem from the 
popular book, Dragon! ies through Binoculars, by Sidney W. 
Dunkle. Also, now that close-focus binoculars are more avail-
able it’s easier to watch insects on the wing. Armed with these 
tools, have some fun and head out to the pond, marsh, or river 
bank to discover the wondrous world of these ferocious ! iers. 

Dragon! ies are insects and adult dragon! ies possess all the 
expected insect body parts. The head seems nine-tenths dedi-
cated to vision. Huge compound eyes bulge from each side of 
the “face.” The antennae are small and hardly noticeable. 

Made for Flight
The boxy thorax is mostly muscle to work the moving 

parts: three pairs of legs and two pairs of gauzy wings. The 
wings are primitive in that they do not link together in ! ight as 
do butter! y wings. Unlinked, the four wings function indepen-
dently. This gives a dragon! y amazing ability to go forward, 
hover, go back, turn on the proverbial dime, and come to a stop 
on any handy perch apparently without effort. No wonder many 
kids liken dragon! ies in ! ight to helicopters. They have similar 
maneuverability.

The third body part, the abdomen, is long and skinny—
needle-shaped—which gave rise to many folkloric names and 
myths about dragon! ies: they were horse-stingers; they were 
devil’s darning needles; they sewed up the lips of lying children, 
scolding women, and cursing men as they slept# In truth, drag-

on! ies are harmless to people, though the water-dwelling larvae 
might nip you mildly if you try to capture them. At all stages 
of life, these " erce predators help control populations of other 
insects—including disease-carriers—and so do great good.

Dragon! ies exploit different habitats at different times of 
their lives, one of the reasons they, and other insects, are so suc-
cessful on the planet. A female dragon! y releases her eggs into 
water, or actively inserts them into plant stems and leaves, using 
a sharp ovipositor, or egg-laying tube. The eggs hatch into " erce 
and predatory larvae. These larvae eat, grow, and shed their 
exoskeletons many times before they become large enough to 
emerge as ! ying adults. (Unlike butter! ies, there’s no interme-
diate pupal stage.)

Emergence is fraught with peril. The larva crawls up a stem 
or onto a stone, cracks the upper shell of its thorax, and starts to 
wriggle out. It takes time. The wings must spread and dry be-
fore they become ! ight-worthy. Between emergence and ! ight 
lie such hazards as wind, predatory " sh and frogs, and birds. 
Many dragon! ies hatch at times of day when predators are less 
of a threat. When the dragon! y ! ies off, it leaves behind only a 
cracked and brittle hatch case.

Adults live to mate, and mating leads to interesting, perhaps 
puzzling, behaviors seen around the pond. In preparation for 
mating, the male transfers a packet of sperm from his last tail 
segment to his second abdominal segment beneath his “waist.” 
He grabs a handy female behind her head with his claspers. 
(Many captured females bear scars from such encounters#) She 
then curls her abdomen tip to reach his sperm packet. They are 
“in tandem” and often make a heart-shaped “wheel” as they 
mate. 

Left alone, a mated female may be grabbed by another 
male whose " rst act is to remove alien sperm from her before he 
mates. It’s cut-throat sexual competition. For this reason, a male 
may cling to his chosen female until her eggs are safely laid, to 
guarantee paternity. 

Look for These Dragonflies
About 40 different kinds of dragon! ies live in Boulder 

County. Some are active all summer. Others have a restricted 
! i ght season. The easiest dragon! ies to watch are skimmers 

Blue dasher

Damsel! y or Dragon! y: 
Can You Tell the Difference?

Dragon! ies  are thick-bodied strong ! iers. They perch 
with wings out horizontally.

Damsel! ies  are slender-bodied, low weak ! iers. They 
perch with wings above, along, or loosely spread from 
their bodies. 

•

•
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Nature Studies

(see  front cover photo). They perch frequently and dart out to 
capture food, grab a mate-worthy female, or defend their pond-
bank space from intruders. Sometimes on a hot midsummer 
day, the air may swarm with kamikaze action as these iridescent 
wonders dart and zoom. Darners, the largest and fastest group of 
dragon! ies, rarely perch, making them  challenging to study. 

Boulder County offers many great places to see dragon! ies. 
Pella Crossing is home to spectacular Calico pennants as well as 
more widespread Halloween pennants—both aptly named. Mud 
Lake hosts several mountain and northern species, such as Four-
spotted skimmers. Widow skimmers, Blue-dashers, and Eastern 
amberwings (great names#) are highlights at Walden Ponds. But 
the exciting thing about all dragon! y-watching is the potential 
to turn up new county species, as the lists are by no means set in 
stone. Anything is possible . . . so go out and enjoy# 

Research on Boulder County’s Open Space Lands
The Boulder County Parks and Open Space Department 

(BCPOS) offers grants for research on county open space 
lands each year. All proposals are reviewed by a team of re-
source specialists, and awarded research projects are moni-
tored during their activities on open space. The following is a 
summary of a 2008 study conducted by Paula Fornwalt and 
Chuck Rhoades of the USDA Forest Service, Rocky Moun-
tain Research Station in Fort Collins. Their research project 
focused on rehabilitating slash pile burn scars in the upper 
montane forests of Boulder County. 

Abstract 
Slash pile burning is a widespread fuels reduction treat-

ment because of its practicality and cost-effectiveness, yet it 
often has undesirable ecological impacts. Native plant recovery 
in slash pile scars is often delayed for many years because the 
extreme soil temperatures generally kill all living plants and 
all seeds in the soil seedbank. The extreme temperatures also 
tend to negatively impact physical and chemical soil properties 
that promote subsequent native plant establishment. The scars, 
however, are often quickly colonized by non-native species 
that are well-adapted to disturbed soils. Simple slash pile scar 
treatments may be suf" cient to alter soil properties in favor of 
native species establishment. 

In this ongoing research project conducted in lodgepole 
pine and aspen-dominated forests of Boulder County, Colo-
rado, we are analyzing plant and soils data collected within 
slash pile scars and in adjacent unburned areas to clarify the 
impacts of slash pile burning. We are also testing the effective-
ness of rehabilitation treatments at reestablishing native spe-
cies, reducing non-native species, and restoring soil properties 
within scars. Treatments include (1) mulching with masticated 
woody material; (2) scarifying the soil surface; (3) seeding 
with native species; (4) mulching and seeding; (5) scarifying 
and seeding; and (6) untreated control. Finally, we are examin-
ing the establishment and growth of native species used in the 
seeding treatments to determine which have the greatest suc-

cess in slash pile scars. Treatments were installed in June 2008, 
and plant data were collected in July, while soils data were 
collected in October. Plant and soils data will also be collected 
in the summer of 2009. Results will bene" t Boulder County 
Parks and Open Space managers by clarifying the impacts of 
slash pile burning on plants and soils, and by providing them 
with scienti" cally-developed restoration guidelines for effec-
tively rehabilitating slash pile scars.

Conclusion
The preliminary results presented here suggest that slash 

pile burning greatly diminishes understory plant richness and 
cover in upper montane forests. Our preliminary results also 
suggest that rehabilitation treatments which include seeding 
with native species may help restore understory communities, 
and treatments which combine seeding with mulching or scari-
" cation may be even more successful. However, at this early 
stage of our study we are unable to draw any " rm conclusions. 
Continued monitoring of our sites is therefore necessary if this 
research is to bene" t department managers by clarifying the 
impacts of pile burning on plant communities and soil proper-
ties, and by providing them with scienti" cally-developed resto-
ration guidelines for effectively rehabilitating slash pile scars. 

Duplicating our methods at other sites would provide 
further insight to BCPOS managers. Additional sites in pon-
derosa pine – dominated forests would be especially valuable, 
as ongoing restoration treatments in these forests produce large 
amounts of woody material which is commonly disposed by 
slash pile burning. To complement and expand the value of the 
work we initiated during 2008, we plan to install additional 
study sites in both lodgepole- and ponderosa pine- dominated 
areas of the Arapaho-Roosevelt National Forests in 2009, and 
we hope to install additional sites on Boulder County land as 
well.

If you want to read the full report, or other funded re-
search, visit the department’s website at www.BoulderCounty.
org/openspace/resources/res_funding/res_fund.htm. 

Common whitetail
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A Blast from the Past
by Al Pace

Hikers and bikers passing through the Whitestone and 
Vickery Quarry complex on the Picture Rock Trail will see a 
small, seemingly insigni" cant sandstone quarry. Nevertheless, 
the Vickery family who operated this quarry played a pivotal, if 
unsung role, in turning around the fortunes of our local sand-
stone industry, which seemed destined for extinction by the 
second decade of the 20th century. 

With its thin, ! at bedding planes, Lyons Permian sandstone 
suited 19th century requirements for sidewalks but not for 
building stone. After poured concrete arrived on the market and 
" l led the need for paving material, even the biggest quarry in 
Lyons struggled to make a living supplying materials for steps, 
sills, and other specialties of building trim, to little avail.

A Boulder County Connection
In 1919 when Brodie’s Saint Vrain Quarry was producing 

little more than crushed stone, the University of Colorado hired 
the famous Philadelphia architectural " rm of Day & Klauder 
to design their Boulder campus. Stymied at " rst by so limited a 
budget, Day and Klauder broke with all tradition and created a 
new style using undressed strips of Lyons sandstone against a 
concrete backing wall. The campus would eventually become 
recognized as one of the four most beautiful in the United 
States.

The University hired their own crews to work their own 
quarry, Mt. Sanitas. Those beds tilt at the same angle as the 
Flatirons, and quarrymen had to remove the rock while hanging 
on ropes. So in 1929 the University moved its quarrying opera-
tions to what is now known as the Heil Ranch. The Ingersoll 
Quarry produced a distinctive peach-colored version of Lyons 
sandstone, and another quarry lower down in Plumely Canyon 
produced a strikingly dark red. Some of the workmen they hired 
for those quarries came from a large family in Jamestown, the 
Vickerys. Undoubtedly, these hard rock miners reapplied many 
of the skills they had learned working gold mines in Gold Hill.

The Saint Vrain Quarry, owned by the Brodie brothers in 
Lyons, the last of the commercial quarries left from the boom 
days of Lyons sandstone, bene" ted only marginally from the 
University’s endeavor. By the end of World War II, their future 
looked bleak indeed.

Sometime after the war, an unlikely couple arrived in 
Jamestown. Loella May Summers, a Vickery, had brought her 
ailing husband home with her. Dewey Summers had run the 
1,800-man transportation system for the Bechtel Shipyards in 
California, but alcoholism and its effects had put him at death’s 
door – until he saw Lyons sandstone. He understood its poten-
tial immediately.

Summers and his wife revived our Front Range sandstone 
industry because he had the marketing connections, the busi-
ness acumen, and the capital. He had no experience running a 
quarry# However, his Vickery in-laws did have that know-how.

It took less than a decade for the quarries to boom once 
again. Numerous stone companies started in Lyons, Carter 
Lake, and Masonville; some became very successful. Jess and 
Ben Vickery quarried sandstone in at least two locations on the 
Pace (now Heil) ranch. Their brother Howard and his sons be-
came skilled stonemasons and worked on many CU buildings. 
Their sister Loella May Summers was instrumental in bringing 
the modern stone cutting machine (Chris-cutter) to Colorado.

Picture Rock
One of the quarries that Jess and Ben Vickery pioneered 

produced “picture rock” in a relatively shallow deposit. Ground-
water carrying various chemicals leached between the bedding 
planes and stained the surface of the sandstone creating var-
iegated colorful patterns in mirror images. Jim Vickery likens 
them to a Rorschach test. Chris Jenkins, the inventor of the 
Chris-cutter, relates that he made numerous tables from some of 
the prime specimens.

Don’t look for picture rock in the quarry you see today. 
They quarried it all decades ago. But as you walk or bike past 
the outcropping, re! ect on an amazingly satisfying series of 
events. Two architects and a state university take a gamble on 
using local stone in an outrageous way. That gives a mining 
family from a tiny mountain village experience working with 
sandstone. They apply that expertise to help revive a ! agging 
industry that sends that stone to far corners of the globe. And 
the Heil Valley Ranch was at the center of it.

Groundwater carrying various chemicals leached between the bedding planes 
and stained the surface of the sandstone creating variegated colorful patterns in 
mirror images that is called “picture rock.”

Property Highlights
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Wildlife

Night descends and a motionless bump on a tree limb 
comes suddenly to life. Moving silently across the landscape 
on large, soft wings, an owl begins its nighttime hunt. Owls 
are associated with night, and therefore with mystery, perhaps 
because they are at home in a world that humans have tradition-
ally feared.  

Owls . . . Something about these birds, with their haunting 
calls and knowing eyes, fascinates us. Through the history of 
mankind, in many cultures around the world, the owl has been 
signi" cant in mythology and folklore. Owls are one of the few 
birds found in prehistoric cave paintings. Owls are one of the 
oldest species of vertebrate in animal existence. Fossils have 
been found dating back 60 million years. 

Boulder County has nine species of owl, plus three addi-
tional species that have wintered here or migrated through. Nine 
of these owls are nocturnal (active at night) and the burrow-
ing owl is diurnal (active during the day). The diversity of life 
zones, ranging from the rolling eastern plains to the 14,000-foot 
peaks gives a rich variety of habitat.

A Silent Flight
It is a thrilling experience to unexpectedly have an owl 

glide silently past you. The ability to ! y silently is one of the 
owl’s greatest assets for nighttime hunting. Why is silent ! ight 
so important? After all, other raptors like hawks, hunt in broad 
daylight. Silent ! ight prevents prey animals from hearing the 
approach of the predators of the night sky. Most prey animals 
that are active at night have acute hearing. If owls’ ! ight wasn’t 
silent, prey would hear them coming. The element of surprise 
serves the owl well. To accomplish their silent approach, owls 
have ! ight feathers in which the leading edge is serrated with 
little “eyelash” shaped structures. These structures break up the 
! o w of air across the wing. 

Like a " ghter jet, owls are equipped with a sophisticated 
guidance system consisting of amazing vision and extremely 
acute hearing. Owl eyes are wonderfully adapted to night vi-
sion. Their vision is 100 times more acute than ours. Although 
their eyes cannot rotate in their sockets, they can swivel their 
heads through a dramatic arc, as much as 270 degrees in either 
direction, allowing them to more easily follow the rapid move-
ments of prey. They also are color-blind, which is an adaptation 
to better night vision. This is different from most other birds 
that have great color vision.

Pinpointing Prey
The ability to ! y silently is enhanced by an extremely 

well developed sense of hearing. These nocturnal hunters can 
hear their prey scurrying around even under a layer of snow or 
leaves. They can pinpoint and strike a prey animal accurately to 
within a fraction of an inch, even in total darkness. Some owls 
have “ear” tufts which are actually not ears at all and have noth-
ing to do with hearing. Their ears are tiny holes that are slightly 

Masters of the Night
by Cindy Maynard and Carol Janda

offset. One is slightly higher than the other. Because of this 
offset, sound reaches their ears at slightly different times. This 
information is quickly processed in their brain producing a type 
of triangulation, giving them a very accurate sound picture of 
the exact location of their prey.    

Some species of owls also have a facial disc of special-
ized feathers that form a circle pattern around their faces. They 
can move these feathers to form a cone-like shape that funnels 
sound to their ears, enhancing their ability to pinpoint sound. 

Talons and Beaks Made for the Kill
Whereas eyes and ears are the guidance systems of these 

! y ing predators, beaks and feet are the " re power. The boney 
structures in their feet are shorter and stronger than in other 
birds in order to withstand the force of impact with prey. The 
force of that impact and the long, strong talons generally kill 
prey almost instantly. They have a rachet-like mechanism in 
their feet that allows them to lock their talons around prey 
without using muscles which can grow tired and weaken. All 
owls have short, down-curved beaks that are hooked at the end, 
designed speci" cally for gripping and tearing prey. The upper 
and lower bills taper to a sharp edge and overlap in a scissor-
like fashion, enabling the owl to cut through tissue. 

Using the combination of silent ! ight, acute hearing and 
eyesight, and strong talons and beaks, owls are adapted to 
almost every ecosystem on our planet. These adaptations allow 
the owls to successfully navigate their nighttime realm and 
become true masters of the night.

Editor’s note: See the Discover Boulder County program schedule on page  
11 for a program on owls taking place on March 5.
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The " rst time I walked into the Greenwood Wildlife Reha-
bilitation Center, I was hooked. I had heard about the organiza-
tion, but I had never seen them in action. The receptionist was 
on the phone talking in a very calm voice to someone who was 
clearly distressed about an animal they had found injured. 

“I can tell you what to do. It is good that you called to " nd 
out. The squirrel is probably in shock, you can help him by 
carefully putting him in a padded and covered shoebox. Keep 
him in a warm and dark place and do not handle or feed him. 
Bring him here and we can take care of him.”

I went through the volunteer orientation and started doing 
shifts. There are patient charts at each of the cages for all the 
animals, noting their last feeding and comments about their 
behavior. In the spring many of the birds need to be fed 

every 15 minutes to an hour. They have an ICU for the sick and 
injured animals which is staffed by trained wildlife rehabilita-
tors in consultation with volunteer veterinarians. There are huge 
outdoor cages for coyotes, squirrels, fox, raccoon, waterfowl 
and birds to gradually acclimate and make the transition to be 
released back into the wild. 

If you bring an animal in, you can call and check on them. 
If the animal survives, you are invited to attend the release.

Limited Options for Injured Wildlife
There are very few options for injured wildlife in Colorado. 

Most veterinarians do not specialize in extended care of wild-
life. Humane societies are fully occupied with domestic animals 
and the general public, while well meaning, does not have the 
skill or knowledge or more importantly the license to treat ill-
nesses and injuries speci" c to wildlife. 

The Greenwood Wildlife Rehabilitation Center is a non-
pro" t organization dedicated to wildlife in need. Their mission 
“is to rehabilitate sick, injured and orphaned wildlife for release 
into appropriate habitats.” They are licensed by the Colorado 
Division of Wildlife and U.S. Fish and Wildlife and are the larg-
est rehabilitation center of their kind on the Front Range.

Their new facility opened in February 2009 and is a green 
building with many cutting edge features. They treat 130 dif-
ferent species including small mammals such as coyote and fox 
and birds ranging from hummingbirds to pelicans, except for 
birds of prey that are referred to nearby facilities that specialize 
in these species.  

The animals must maintain a fear of humans if they are to 
survive in the wild. Many patients are admitted as a result of 
human interaction, whether intentionally shot, poisoned or ac-
cidentally hit by a car, or caught by someone’s cat. 

Every day the staff must " nd the balance of not getting too 
attached, and yet caring deeply for the well-being of the ani-
mals. Their professionalism and dedication is inspiring. 

 I would frequently arrive for my volunteer shift, tired and 
sometimes depleted. Even though I saw life and death there, I 
left renewed, alive and open hearted. Experiencing tiny birds 
with no feathers gaping madly for your tweezers of food, it is 
hard to feel otherwise.

For More Information
Greenwood admits between 2,000 and 3,000 patients an-

nually with  85 percent of them arriving between April 1st and 
October 1st. So spring is the busy season.  

Check out their website (www.greenwoodwildlife.org) for 
ideas of how you can help. You will also " nd delightful pictures 
and stories of animals they have healed and released, what to do 
if you " nd an injured animal and much more. 

Local Resources

A Sanctuary for Wildlife
by Sherry Ellms

If you bring an animal in, you can call and check on them. If 
the animal survives,  you are invited to attend the release.

Injured double-crested cormorant



Images / spring 2009  9

Field Notes

On a beautifully muddy afternoon, 13 students from the 
Heritage Middle School Environmental Club got to trade 
their Longmont classroom for some " eld experience—
literally. 

Excess Energy
When I met the students at the Carolyn Holmberg Pre-

serve at Rock Creek Farm, they were wound up with energy, 
so we put them to work on the best type of project for hyper 
students—mission destruction.  

In two hours, these students cut and collected 250 
coyote willows (Salix exigua) to be transplanted in a wetland 
area the following week. But they didn’t stop there. Since 
the remaining willows needed to be removed anyway (they 
were in the spillway of Sterns Lake) these young environ-
mentalists cut the leftover willows and loaded them onto our 
trailer. A local nursery bought the extras and gave Boulder 
County a $180 credit for new native shrubs. 

Ten days later, the middle school students were back 
(on a weekend this time) ready to join 25 other volunteers to 
plant their willows, plus an additional 425 shrubs. Together, 
our work improved wildlife habitat, stabilized soil, and in-
creased bio-diversity on seven acres of restored grassland.

Lessons Learned
The Heritage Middle School students volunteered four 

more times, accomplishing important tasks such as for-
estry, seed collection, and prairie restoration. One hundred 
and thirty one volunteers contributed almost 600 volunteer 
hours. At each project, the students learned about open space 
conservation, wildlife and plant ecology, and gained real 
life experience—something that’s hard to accomplish in a 
classroom.

These young volunteers didn’t win any awards, but 
they got outside, got dirty, and established themselves as a 
valuable component of our community. In this age of TV 
and texting, we can all be proud of their commitment to the 
greater good. 

Heritage Middle School Environment Club

Highlights from Volunteer Projects

Article by Matt Bruce, one of several staff who coordinate outdoor volunteer work projects in the Resource Management Division.
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Volunteer Opportunities

Opportunities are Sprouting 

Longer days, warmer temperatures can only mean one thing — it’s time to get outdoors# The Boulder County Parks and Open 
Space Department has numerous volunteer opportunities that will get you outdoors to help give back to the community. Pass the word 
to your friends and family...

Be a Tour Guide at the Agricultural Heritage Center
Volunteers teach visitors about agricultural life between 1900 and 1925, when local families prospered as farmers and witnessed 

the coming of the Modern Age. Volunteer tour guides are needed for both weekday and weekend tours. The application deadline is 
March 10. Training will take place on March 14. Contact Tom McMichen at 303-776-8488 or tmcmichen@bouldercounty.org for 
details.

Be a Park Host
Turn your love for being outdoors into an opportunity to help others enjoy our local open space properties. We are looking for hik-

ers, bikers, equestrians and runners. Volunteer park hosts answer questions about open space properties, recreational/multiple use trail 
issues, and remind (if necessary) visitors of park rules and regulations. The application deadline is April 16. Training will take place 
on April 25 and May 2. Contact Michael Bauer at 303-678-6219 or mbauer@bouldercounty.org for details.  

Be a Walker Ranch Homestead Interpreter
Volunteers are needed to demonstrate daily chores of a working western ranch such as cooking on a wood-burning stove, churning 

butter, making roof shingles, assisting the blacksmith, and doing laundry the old fashioned way with a scrub board, wringer and tub. 
This is a great family volunteer opportunity# The application deadline is April 17. Training will take place on April 25 and 26.  Contact 
Tom McMichen at 303-776-8488 or tmcmichen@bouldercounty.org for details.

Or… Join a One-Day Work Project!
There are many projects to select from this spring and summer.  Fifteen volunteers are needed to help plant native willows on 

April 4 near Lyons.  There is also a fence removal project near Boulder on May 16 and a backcountry forest restoration event at Heil 
Valley Ranch on May 31. Visit the POS web page at www.BoulderCountyOpenSpace.org/Volunteering for a full listing of these fun 
one-day projects#

Clockwise from top left: costumed volunteers 
at Walker Ranch demonstrate how laundry was 
done long ago; you can be a park host on foot, 
bike or horse; a cultural history volunteer at the 
Agricultural Heritage Center talks to kids; this 
group participated in a one-day volunteer forestry 
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Discover Boulder County

Whoo are the Owls? 
Thursday, March 5; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
George Reynolds Branch, Boulder Public Library, 3595 
Table Mesa Drive, Boulder
Owls have been regarded with fascination and awe throughout 
recorded history and across many cultures.  To some people 
they are symbols of wisdom. To others they are harbingers of 
doom and death. Join volunteer naturalists to explore these fas-
cinating creatures of the night, and to learn about the diversity 
and special adaptations which make them expert hunters. 

Stories Behind the Landscape
Tuesday, March 10; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
Longmont Public Library , Meeting Room A, 4th Avenue and 
Emery Street, Longmont
Did you know that an elementary school class persuaded Con-
gress to adopt a state insect for Colorado? Learn the behind-the-
scene stories and fun facts about Colorado’s state tree, mammal, 
dinosaur, and other interesting natural and cultural symbols 
and little known facts. Join park interpreter and Colorado na-
tive Matt Bruce for a colorful slide program through Boulder 
County and beyond. 

Spring Awakening: Bears in our Backyard?
Saturday, March 14; 10:00am to 11:30am
Foothills Nature Center; 4201 N. Broadway, Boulder
Black bears have always been a part of Boulder County’s 
landscape.  In springtime, as daylight hours begin to lengthen 
and air temperatures start to warm, black bears and their cubs 
emerge from their winter dens. Join volunteer naturalists Louise 
Alderson and Susan Holley to explore how bears live during 
each season of the year – focusing special attention on bears in 
springtime.  We’ll also learn what it takes to live in bear country 
with Colorado’s largest omnivore. 

People of the Plains
Wednesday, March 18, 2009; 6:30pm to 7:30pm 
Louisville Public Library, 951 Spruce Street, Louisville 
Native American presence in what is now known as Boulder 
County dates back over 8,000 years, 
from prehistoric times until present. 
Two of the most recent hunter-gatherer 
groups to inhabit our prairie landscapes 
were the Cheyenne and Arapaho. Join 
cultural history volunteer Ann Turbin 
to learn how these native peoples lived, 
and the importance of the American Bi-
son to their survival. For more informa-
tion, call 303-776-8848 or send e-mail 
to tmcmichen@bouldercounty.org.  

What’s the Deal with Spring? 
Saturday, March 21; 1:00pm to 3:00pm 
Heil Valley Ranch; North of Boulder off Lefthand Canyon 
Drive; meet at group picnic shelter
What’s blooming? Who’s singing? Who’s having babies? How 
are these springtime events connected and what does the posi-
tion of the sun in the sky have to do with it? Join volunteer 
naturalists Larry Nygaard, Susan Jones, and Jeannette Lopez on 
a leisurely, two-mile hike and celebrate the " rst week of spring 
by looking and listening for signs of new life along the trail. 

Lions of Boulder County: From Persecution to Coexistence
Wednesday, March 25; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
Boulder Public Library, Main Library, Boulder Creek 
Meeting Room, 11th Street and Arapahoe Avenue, Boulder
Despite urban development, Boulder County boasts a thriving 
population of mountain lions. The big cats, rarely seen 50 to 
100 years ago, are now more frequently observed near trails and 
in yards, particularly in the foothills. How did this remarkable 
and once-maligned creature stage its stunning comeback? Vol-
unteer naturalists David Baron, Cathy Koczela, and Sally Bell 
will share the history and natural history of Front Range lions 
and provide tips on how Homo sapiens and Puma concolor can 
coexist.

Water and Wil dlife in Boulder County 
Saturday, March 28; 10:30am to noon
Meadows Branch Library, 4800 Baseline Road, Boulder (be-
hind the Safeway store in the Meadows Shopping Center); 
access to library is from Mohawk Drive   
Hey kids - bring your family and friends and discover the water 
and wildlife of Boulder County as you travel from the plains to 
the mountains with our Living Map# Using a huge ! oor map 
we’ll explore Boulder County, visiting the highest and lowest 
elevations, following the major waterways from the mountains 
to the plains, and exploring the amazing diversity of animals 
that live in our area. This program is suitable for elementary-age 
children, accompanied by an adult.
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All About Beavers 
Saturday, April 11; 10:00am to noon 
Walden Ponds Wil dlife Habitat Area; west of  75th Street, 
between Valmont and Jay Roads. Meet at the Cottonwood 
Marsh parking area. 
The beaver is one of nature’s most accomplished engineers. 
They build lodges, dam streams, and otherwise modify the envi-
ronment to create their habitat. Beavers have taken up residence 
at Walden Ponds periodically over the years, and have been seen 
as recently as last year. While beavers are most active at night, 
we’ll see signs of their hard work in felled shrubs and trees, and 
old lodges. We’ll also learn about beaver babies, how beavers 
make their living, and how they survive through the winter. 
Volunteer naturalists will lead this easy walk to learn about 
these furry, water-loving mammals. 

I Spy Movement
Thursday, April 23; 9:30am to 10:30am
Walden Ponds Wil dlife Habitat Area; west of  75th Street, 
between Valmont and Jay Roads. Meet at the Cottonwood 
Marsh parking area. 
Some animals like to jump from here to there. Others ! y 
through the air. All animals move from place to place, looking 
for food, water, and shelter. Volunteer naturalist Diane Faigen 
would like you to join her to discover how animals move. This 
program is for families with preschool and kindergarten-age 
children, and will include hands-on activities and a fun craft. 

Beginning Birding  
Saturday, April 25; 8:00am to 10:00am
Walden Ponds Wil dlife Habitat Area; west of  75th Street, 
between Valmont and Jay Roads. Meet at the Cottonwood 
Marsh parking area. 
Join volunteer naturalists to explore the joys of bird watching# 
They will share tips for recognizing different types of birds, in-
cluding songbirds, ducks and waterfowl, wading birds, raptors, 
and more. The emphasis of this beginning-level bird-watching 
trip will be on practicing observation skills rather than just bird 
identi" cation. Please be prepared for a slow-paced walk of up 
to 2 miles. Bring binoculars and a bird " eld guide if you have 
them.

I Spy Duck, Duck, Goose
Thursday, May 7; 9:30am to 10:30am
Walden Ponds Wil dlife Habitat Area; west of  75th Street, 
between Valmont and Jay Roads. Meet at the Cottonwood 
Marsh parking area. 
Have you seen ducks and geese ! ying overhead? Join volunteer 
naturalist Diane Faigen as we contrast and compare the features 
of duck and geese to other birds in our neighborhood. This 
program is geared toward preschool children, but siblings are 
welcome. Hands-on activities and a fun craft are planned.

Geology of Rabbit Mountain  
Saturday, May 9; 9:00am to 1:00pm
Rabbit Mountain Open Space NE of Lyons on north 55th 
Street; meet at group picnic shelter
Volunteer naturalist Dick Pratt and others will lead a moderate 
3-mile hike to learn about the interesting geology of the area. 
We’ll also keep our eyes out for spring wild! owers, soaring 
raptors, and wildlife. Bring lunch, water, and binoculars if you 
have them. This program is geared for adults. 

A Butter! y’s Life – A Beginner’s Guide to Butter! ies
Wednesday, May 13; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
Boulder Public Library, George Reynolds Branch, Boulder, 
3595 Table Mesa Drive,  
Do you love butter! ies? Are you curious about the life cycle 
and activities of butter! ies? Have you ever wondered where 
Monarch butter! ies go during their 
migration? Come experience this 
beginner’s guide to a butter! y’s life 
given by volunteer naturalists Cathy 
and Donn Cook.  This program will 
review the amazing life cycle of 
butter! ies, and will cover basic infor-
mation on behaviors, host plants, 
identi" cation tips and the incredible Monarch migration. 

Grandparent and Grandchild Hike
Saturday, May 16; 10:00am to noon
Bald Mountain Scenic Area; 5 miles west of Boulder on Sun-
shine Canyon Drive (Mapleton Ave in Boulder city limits)
Join volunteer naturalists Barbara Wil lis and Sue Cass and 
invite a special person in your life to discover signs of spring 
and enjoy our foothills open space. This moderate hike will be 
on a loop trail, approximately one mile in length. We’ll look 
for spring wild! owers, evidence of wildlife, and enjoy the view 
from the top of the mountain. This hike is suitable for older pre-
schoolers, elementary age children and grandparents of all ages. 
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Fossils and Flowers of Six-Mile Fold    
Sunday, May 17; 9:30am to Noon
Six-Mile Fold Open Space; Meeting place: drive north of 
Boulder on Hwy 36, turn right on  Neva Road, take the " rst 
left onto a dirt road that parallels and reconnects to Hwy 
36; we will park and meet on that dirt frontage road.
Join volunteer naturalists Megan Bowes and Sue Hirschfeld for 
a short, moderate hike to explore a landscape created by folding 
and faulting as the Rocky Mountains uplifted 70 million years 
ago. You will see fossilized evidence of the Cretaceous seas that 
once inundated this area, as well as some of the earliest bloom-
ing wild! owers in Boulder County. 

Birds of Boulder County Slide Programs
Wednesday, April 8; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
Lafayette Public Library, 775 west Baseline Road, Lafayette 
 —and—
Tuesday, May 5; 7:00pm to 8:30pm 
George Reynolds Branch Library, 3595 Table Mesa Drive, 
Boulder 
Join Boulder County volunteer naturalists to learn where to " nd 
and how to identify some of the birds that call Boulder County 
home. This slide program, which is geared to beginning birders, 
will take you from the grasslands to the alpine tundra, to explore 
an amazing range of ecosystems and habitats, and to learn about 
the birds that live there. You will also hear about some of the 
migratory birds that return to or pass through Boulder County at 
this time of year. 

Nature Hikes for Seniors
The last Thursday of every month, Boulder County 

Parks and Open Space hosts a nature hike for seniors at 
a County park. All programs begin at 10:00am and end 
no later than noon.  Programs include information about 
an area’s history, wildlife and current resource manage-
ment projects. 

For more information and directions to open space 
properties, please call 303-678-6214.

Thursday, March 26, Agricultural Heritage 
Center at the Lohr/McIntosh Farm     

Thursday, April 30, Rabbit Mountain Open Space  
      
Thursday, May 28, Betasso Preserve 

A volunteer demonstrates spinning at Arts and Crafts Day.

Sunday, May 17; 10:00am to 4:00pm
Agricultural Heritage Center; 8348 Ute Highway 66; 
west of Longmont

Today, we have become accustomed to shopping the 
department stores for a sweater, or the hardware store if 
we need a new hinge for the backyard gate.  Historically, 
these items would have been made at home using skills not 
widely practiced today.  

Blacksmithing, wool spinning, and candle dipping are 
just some of the activities that will be demonstrated as we 
celebrate traditional arts and crafts associated with rural 
living.  

This program is free and open to all ages.  For more 
information, please call 303-776-8868.

5th Annual
Arts and Crafts Day on the Farm
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All Programs
All ages are welcome unless otherwise noted. NO PETS 

PLEASE# Be prepared for cool temperatures and muddy 
conditions on trails. Bring drinking water and walking/hiking 
shoes. See the back cover for park locations. For information 
about these programs, or to arrange a volunteer-led program 
for your group, please call 303-678-6214. 

Spring Wildflowers
Slide Programs
Tuesday, April 14; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
George Reynolds Branch Library, 3595 Table Mesa Drive, 
Boulder 
 —and—
Tuesday, May 19; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
Longmont Public Library, Meeting Room A, 4th Avenue 
and Emery Street, Longmont 
Join Boulder County volunteer naturalists for a slide program 
to kick off the spring wild! ower season# You’ll learn about the 
variety of wild! owers found in Boulder County, where and 
when to look for them, and some interesting facts about some 
of our native plants.

Wil d! owers of Legion Park 
Saturday, May 2; 1:00pm to 2:30pm  
Legion Park; east of Boulder on Arapahoe Road; 0.5 mile  
west of 75th Street
Join us for a leisurely spring stroll through the pinyon and 
ponderosa pines at Legion Park. Besides having a great view 
of the Continental Divide, this park is a wonderful place for 
early season wild! owers. 

Mother’s Day Wil d! ower Hike
Sunday, May 10; 1:00pm to 3:00pm
Rabbit Mountain Open Space; NE of Lyons on north 55th 
Street; meet at group picnic shelter
Rabbit Mountain is a great place to view spring wild! ow-
ers.  The transitional foothills zone is home to Easter daisies, 
Nuttall’s violets, Pasque ! owers, spring beauties, cacti, and 
more. This afternoon hike will take you from grassland to 
ponderosa pine and mountain mahogany shrubland in search of 
early bloomers. 

Wil d! owers of Heil Valley Ranch
Saturday, May 23; 10:00am to Noon
Heil Valley Ranch
North of Boulder off Lefthand Canyon Drive; meet at 
group picnic shelter
Join us for a spring wild! ower hike at Heil Valley Ranch, 
in the beautiful foothills of Boulder County. We will hike a 
leisurely loop through forest and meadows in search of spring 
wild! owers, enjoying some beautiful vistas along the way. 

Spring at Walker Ranch

Sunday, May 31; 10:00am to 4:00pm
Walker Ranch Homestead; 7701 Flagstaff Mountain 
Road, approximately 7 miles west of Boulder on 
Flagstaff Road

For farmers and ranchers, spring is one of those 
times when the list of things to do seems almost end-
less. Calving, plowing and planting, repairs to home 
and outbuildings, and many other tasks seem to all need 
attention at the same time. 

Join us at the homestead as costumed volunteers 
recreate one of the busiest seasons of the year as they 
demonstrate various chores associated with rural living 
in the late 1800s. Try your hand at beating a rug, planting 
potatoes, or churning butter. 

Activities demonstrated also include doing laundry 
the old-fashioned way, woodworking, woodstove cook-
ing, blacksmithing and children’s games. Guided tours of 
the homestead will be offered each hour.

This program is free and open to all ages. For more 
information, please call 303-776-8848 or send an email 
to tmcmichen@bouldercounty.org. 
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In Closing

Caribou Ranch Closed April - June
The Boulder County Parks and Open Space Department 

wants to remind you there is a permanent spring closure, April 
1 through June 30, to protect spring migratory birds, overwinter 
elk survival, and elk calving and rearing activities at Caribou 
Ranch Open Space.        

Approximately 50 species of mammals live and/or travel 
through the open space annually. This represents about 50 
percent of all mammal species found in Boulder County. Please 
respect wildlife needs for solitude. 

Violators can be " ned up to $300 by resident caretaker, 
park rangers and county sheriff deputies who patrol the open 
space property.  

Improving Ourselves and Our 
Community

The Boulder County Youth Corps provides opportunities 
for teens to develop a sense of community involvement through 
personal accomplishment, teamwork and service to Boulder 
County. Going strong since 1996, each summer we employ over 
200 people – teens and corps team leaders—to improve trails, 
lands and facilities. 

The spring season is gearing up for the busy summer 
season. Sponsors are planning their projects for corpsmembers 
during the 8-week employment program. Parks and Open Space 
staff is recruiting to " ll 170 corpsmember positions and 36 
leader openings. 

Corpsmember applications will be accepted through 
Friday, March 27, and girls are encouraged to apply. Leader 
applications from those 18 and older will be taken until all of 
the positions have been " lled. Challenge yourself this summer 
by joining the Youth Corps# Find more information online at 
www.BoulderCounty.org/youthcorps. 

Fishing Derby—For Seniors Only

Tell your parents, tell your neighbors, tell your friends. 
Boulder County and Broom" eld County seniors (64 years 
and older) are invited to participate in Boulder County’s 
annual " shing derby. 

The derby takes place on Saturday, May 9 from 6:00 
am to 10:00am at Wally Toevs Pond (at Walden Ponds 
Wildlife Habitat on 75th Street between Jay Road and 
Valmont).

After the " shing derby, awards will be given to who 
caught the heaviest trout, the most experienced (oldest) 
angler and who wore the best hat. There will also be a " sh 
fry picnic following derby.

The pond is stocked with rainbow trout – arti" cial and 
live bait are both permitted at the Wally Toevs Pond. Par-
ticipants must have a valid Colorado " shing license. 

For more information please contact Michael Bauer at 
303-678-6219.

Forestry Project Begins at Heil Valley 
Ranch Open Space 

Large forestry equipment, called mastication machinery, 
will operate in a closed area west of the parking lot and Wa-
piti Trail at Heil Valley Ranch. The department hired a local 
contractor to thin approximately 147 acres and the project could 
take place through June. The mechanical treatment breaks trees 
into smaller pieces that will be left on site. 

Like so many ponderosa pine forests, the area is unnatu-
rally dense due to years of " re suppression. This project will 
help create an uneven-aged forest with meadows that closely 
resembles natural conditions. The department’s goal is to have 
a healthier forest that is less susceptible to insects, disease or 
catastrophic wild " res.

Park visitors will likely hear the operations. Of" cials stress 
the importance of staying on trail since the equipment can throw 
forest debris up to 300 feet in any direction. 

For additional information about this forest manage-
ment project, contact Chad Julian at 303-678-6202 or visit the 
department’s webpage at www.BoulderCountyOpenSpace.org.
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