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Riddles and Secrets: 
A Biography in the Making

by Robin A. Branstator

Some would say that trying to reconstruct the life of a man, who died in 
1924 leaving little of either a public record or his own words, is a fool’s errand, 
unlikely to produce a full-length biography. But for the past " ve years I have 
been ferreting out pieces of information that, like a jigsaw puzzle, are now com-
ing together to tell the story of Boulder County pioneer, George R. McIntosh 
(1837-1924), whose Longmont property is open to the public as the Agricultural 
Heritage Center at the Lohr/McIntosh Farm. 

And quite a story it is, beginning in the Scottish Highlands in the 17th cen-
tury with George’s great-great-great grandfather, John, who was sent to Massa-
chusetts as one of Oliver Cromwell’s prisoners of war in 1652 and ending at that 
farm in Longmont. 

What began as a quest for information about George McIntosh 
has turned into a multi-generational saga. 

Researching this tale has taken me down many different, sometimes hum-
bling paths. Each episode in the lives of the McIntoshes required me either to 
refresh my knowledge of or learn for the " rst time about events of historical sig-
ni" cance. George’s grandfather, Ebenezer, led mobs in Boston against the Stamp 
Act of 1765, but the details of this event couldn’t be retrieved from my memory 
of a high school American history class. The War of 1812 conjured up images of 
the White House burning, but I didn’t know what kind of role George’s Uncle 
Moses might have played as a member of Ohio’s militia. Each book I consulted 
on these and other subjects provided links to more bits of information that have in 
turn both answered questions and led to further inquiry. 

Letters and Journals Reveal Character
History books cannot provide insight into the character of a man the way 

letters and journals can. McIntosh descendants, especially Longmont resident, 
Cindy McIntosh, have been remarkably generous with family correspondence. 
Nowhere else but in a family letter would I have stumbled upon a written suspi-
cion that George’s sister, Caroline, might have been poisoned by her husband or 
read the description of George’s younger brother’s harrowing death in 1871. 

The language of the letters provides clues about family relationships while 
the handwriting suggests possible character traits. Sometimes even the stationery 
itself can answer questions. When George and his wife Amanda spent the winter 
of 1911-1912 in California, Amanda wrote to their daughter, Minnie, on letter-
head from a Long Beach boarding house. By searching Long Beach city directo-
ries from the era and reading ads in 1911 Long Beach newspapers, I discovered 
exactly where that boarding house had been, and that information provided more 
certainty about what the elderly retired couple’s routine was at that point. 

Judith Rice-Jones, the great-great granddaughter of George’s sister, Caroline, 
gave me a copy of Caroline’s diary that enumerates the times George was laid 
low by asthma, supplying one explanation for his emigration from Ohio to the 
healthier climes of Colorado in about 1858.

I rely heavily on standard research methods and sources such as the ones 
given above, as well as materials in libraries, archives, and historical societies; 
primary documents like chattel mortgage and army discharge papers, etc.; oral 
history interviews; photographs; newspaper accounts; genealogical websites and 
so forth. However, serendipity is a researcher’s best friend#
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Nothing short of serendipity accounts for my gaining ac-
cess, with Cindy McIntosh, to the 1822 home built by George’s 
father, John, in Mantua, Ohio. Had we not stayed in a nearby 
bed and breakfast during a research trip (partially funded by 
grants from the Boulder County Commissioners and Colorado 
Humanities) and had the owner of the inn not known the pres-
ent-day occupants of the house, I would never have gotten in to 
see the massive beams hewn by John’s axe. Nor would I have  
entered the original front door through which George himself 
would have passed, or ventured up into the attic where the 
early 19th-century hooks for drying herbs still protrude from the 
framework John and his neighbors erected 185 years ago. 

 Genealogical information provided on computer 
sites, even reputable ones cannot always be trusted — 
errors made by well-meaning individuals do occur. 

One of the most valuable tools for someone looking into 
Colorado history is the  Colorado Historical Newspapers Digiti-
zation Project. Providing a year, subject and region of Colorado 
makes a whole list of articles pop up, and by clicking on one of 
those articles – voila# – the entire newspaper text appears on the 
screen. 

George McIntosh’s name prompts a modest response, but 
one of those bits of news containing his name solved a mystery. 
Thanks to Cindy McIntosh’s father, Wayne, I had copies of 
documents related to a disability pension George was trying to 
claim in the 1890s. The paperwork referred to a buggy acci-
dent from the 1870s that had caused him grievous injuries, but 
provided no useful details. What exactly had occurred on that 
fateful day? The contemporaneous snippet from the newspaper 
told me that when George’s wagon team bolted he was thrown 
from the wagon, sustaining life-threatening injuries that kept 
him bed-ridden for three months. Besides hurting his hip, he re-
ceived a nasty bump that caused pains in his head for the rest of 
his life. Now I know the source of “Papa’s headaches” to which 

Amanda refers in her California letters and wonder even more 
at the hardy constitution of this short, slightly built, asthmatic 
pioneer.

Checking and Rechecking the Facts
Research is rarely a seamless process and I have run into 

my share of snags. I have misinterpreted information several 
times and once falsely concluded that George had an entirely 
different mother from the one who had actually given birth to 
him. In this case, George’s parents were John and Jerusha Ferris 
McIntosh who were married in Mantua, Ohio in 1818. What, 
then, was I to make of another marriage certi" cate stating that 
John McIntosh had married Olive Ferris about 11 years later?  
My suspicion was that Jerusha had died in childbirth and that 
John had gone on to marry her niece, Olive. As it turns out, 
there were two John McIntoshes in Mantua, cousins, and each 
had married a Ferris. So details and dates are important and 
must be checked and re-checked. 

Genealogical information provided on computer sites, even 
reputable ones cannot always be trusted — errors made by well-
meaning individuals do occur.

Mysteries Remain
These are just some of the ways I am putting together 

George McIntosh’s history. Neatly " led note cards, small 
photocopied tidbits, and notes to myself about new topics to 
investigate accumulate on my desk while I write the story in 
what I hope is a compelling way, chapter by chapter. Although 
the McIntosh tale is, in some respects, a never-ending story, at 
some point the research has to stop and the story be allowed 
to unfold. And one thing I have to come to terms with is that, 
no matter how well researched a book is, there will always be 
mysteries that cannot be solved. Was George’s sister poisoned? 
Was George a tyrannical stepfather as suggested in the memoirs 
of his stepson, Joe Noble?  Riddles and secrets — nothing could 
be more tempting lures to the historical researcher# 

George R. McIntosh, his 
wife Amanda, and their four 
children, circa 1900
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Boulder County Parks and Open Space is helping the 
Colorado Division of Wildlife (DOW) study mountain lions. 
The study is placing GPS-Satellite radiocollars that collect up 
to eight locations per day. These are frontcountry lions living in 
the same areas where people live, work, and recreate. Jefferson 
County Open Space and the City of Boulder Open Space and 
Mountain Parks are also partnering with DOW. 

The study aims to " nd out when, where, and how often 
these lions are overlapping with humans; in neighborhoods, 
rural subdivisions, open space trails, foothills communities, etc.

DOW has been capturing and collaring lions since last sum-
mer. After catching only one adult male in Jefferson County in 
July, there has been a ! urry of captures recently  because snow 
helps the tracking dogs that are sometimes used to catch the 
cats. About half of the mountain lions in the study have been 
caught using dogs, while the other half have been caught in 

baited traps. The baited traps usually use a fresh kill made by 
the lion itself that has been found by staff or hikers. DOW is 
also using baited remote cameras to " nd current mountain lion 
activity and then responding to try to capture that lion.

So far, four mountain lions have been caught on county 
open space lands, and lions have visited camera stations on Hall 
Ranch, Heil Valley Ranch, Betasso Preserve, and Walker Ranch. 
There are 10 cats currently with radiocollars on, but only 6 are 
adults.

Study is Expanding
 DOW is expanding their initial study design to include 

more mountain lions, which will provide great information 
about how they live in these areas frequented by humans, and 
how they interact with other lions.

Front Range Cougar Study
by David Hoerath

Clockwise from top left:
An experienced houndsman has been hired to help capture the cats
The lion’s health and condition are checked while it receives its radio collar

Remote, baited cameras are used to locate cougars for capture, but also 
capture other information, like this lion kitten

The trail cameras also catch collared cats on ! lm, and can give a status 
check on health and the radio collar

•
•

•

•

Wildlife Studies
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Grasslands Making a Comeback in Boulder County
by Claire DeLeo

While the tide of development seems to be sweeping from 
the Denver suburbs towards Boulder County, Boulder County 
Parks and Open Space is actually increasing our grassland 
acreage. As housing developments gobble up agricultural 
" elds, dryland agriculture is becoming obsolete. The two are 
connected, since dryland agriculture requires many acres to be 
economically pro" table. Farmers leased land in Boulder County 
and surrounding areas for their entire dryland agriculture opera-
tion. With essentially half of their operation being lost, this cre-
ated an opportunity for Boulder County to convert these acres to 
native prairie.

About 1,000 acres of dryland agricultural " elds in various 
stages of restoration are being converted to native prairie in 
the southeast part of Boulder County. The other largest prairie 
restoration area is 300 acres just south of the Rabbit Mountain 
Open Space. Called the Dowe Flats/CEMEX property, this 
farmland has been tilled for at least 70 years and has good soils 
to establish prairie plants. 
With a few additional 
smaller properties scat-
tered throughout the 
county, total open space 
acres being restored to 
native grasslands is about 
1,600 acres.

The same equipment 
that was used to farm the 
land is now used to restore 
it. But restoring a native 
prairie from former farm-
land is not as easy as it 
may sound. We operate on 
a “restore it and they will 
come” approach, by plant-
ing the dominant native 
plants found in short and 
mixed grass prairies and hoping the wildlife will " nd it’s way 
back. We also hope that they will bring with them seeds of other 
desirable natives. On the Dowe Flats/CEMEX property next to 
our very large Rabbit Mountain Open Space, we are seeing na-
tive plants like prickly poppy and scurfpea show up that we did 
not seed. Unfortunately, the southeastern county open spaces do 
not have good native seed sources nearby, so we have to give 
nature a little extra helping hand there.

Successes and Challenges
Since starting the " rst conversion of farmland to prairie 12 

years ago, we have learned a few things. First, we are good at 
getting the native grasses to grow. There are even a few shrubs 
and wild forbs that seem to do well, but we are not achieving 
anywhere near the diversity of our native prairies. We are cur-

rently collaborating with Colorado State University to research 
different methods to increase native plant diversity.

Part of the problem is weeds, noxious and obnoxious. 
Although Kochia (Bassia scoparia), a common tumbleweed, 
was taken off the Colorado State Noxious Weed List, it’s one of 
the biggest problems we have with our prairie restorations. The 
methods we use to control weeds are also detrimental to native 
wild! owers and shrubs. Native grasses can provide competition 
against unwanted weeds, but their vigorous growth also crowds 
out native wild! owers and shrubs. It is a conundrum we have 
not yet solved.

Obtaining a diversity of native seed seems to be another 
problem. The majority of our seed is purchased commercially. 
Native prairie grasses are readily available, but " nding native 
seed of wild! owers that are not horticulturally altered can be 
challenging. Even well-meaning development of a native spe-
cies for commercial sale, in the example of blue ! ax, ended up 

in a case of mistaken 
identity, when an es-
caped horticultural blue 
! ax (Linum perenne) 
from Europe was acci-
dentally collected in the 
wild and developed as a 
native species# To ensure 
the genetic integrity of 
the plants we are seed-
ing, we have started to 
collect seeds of our own 
native plants, including 
blue ! ax (Adenolinum 
lewisii).

Wildlife Returns
In the few, relative 

short years we have been restoring prairies, we have had some 
successes with wildlife species returning. It was particularly 
gratifying to see burrowing owls, a State threatened species, 
move in on one grassland restoration area in 2005 and 2006, 
although it did not return in 2007. Blue grosbeaks and Bullock’s 
orioles nest in riparian areas next to our restored grasslands, 
the latter using prairie grasses to weave its nests. Horned larks, 
ground nesters on the prairie, have also been spotted on our 
grassland restoration areas. Prairie falcons too have been seen 
hunting our restored grasslands. While some of these species are 
not rare, they indicate that we are on our way to bringing back 
the natives to their historic Boulder County grasslands.

Drill seeding native grassland species at the Dowe Flats/CEMEX 

De! nition :  Forb
A broad-leaved herb other than a grass, especially one growing in a 
! e ld, prairie, or meadow.
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Have you ever been on a hike led by a naturalist or at a pre-
sentation on wild! owers, and been overwhelmed by the Latin 
names given to our simple little native plants?  

How will I ever remember, or even pronounce, those 
italicized words, such as Thermopsis divaricarpa?  Why not call 
it golden banner, which is so descriptive of the showy pea-like 
! o wer blooming in our plains and mountains?  Because of the 
dif" culty of remembering and pronouncing those Latin and 
Greek names, most of Boulder County’s naturalist programs use 
the common names for our plants.

The real reason for those fancy names is to be able to 
speci" cally identify a plant and not confuse it with others that 
seem very similar. Also, common names vary from person to 
person and location to location. For example, the ! ower Pulsa-
tilla patens hirsutissima in the Buttercup family is also called 
pasque ! ower, American pasque! ower, wild crocus, prairie 
anemone, lion’s head, blue tulip, and wind! ower# Many ! owers 
have multiple common names, and if I really want you to know 
what I am looking at or talking about, I need to give it a scien-
ti" c name. But if I really don’t care about being that speci" c, I 
can be just as happy using a name that I can remember by 
association.

How Did Scientific Names Originate?
Looking back at the history of plant and animal names is 

interesting, and leads us to the father of modern taxonomy, Carl 
Linnaeus. Born in 1707, this Swede classi" ed and named more 
than 4,000 animals and 8,000 plants during his lifetime#  In 
fact, he devised the elaborate system of classi" cation that we 
use today. As if this didn’t keep him busy enough, he was also a 
lecturer, physician, professor, gardener, and writer. 

He set up " ve main categories of plants and animals – king-
dom, class, order, genus, and species. He made the decision to 
call each living thing by just the two Latin names for genus and 
species. He published the " rst 11-page Systema naturae in 1735 
and kept adding to it until 1770, when it had grown to 3,000 
pages. Linnaeus estimated that there might be about 40,000 
living species on the earth. His estimate was way off – it is now 
thought that there are from 10 to 100 million living species, 
most of which are microscopic. 

While only a few species still retain Linnaeus’ early names, 
all scienti" c names now conform to the International Code 
of Botanical Nomenclature. Sometimes it is decided to move 
a particular species to another group and change its name, so 
these scienti" c names are not necessarily permanent. They do, 

however, continue to help us with speci" c plant identi" cation.
For plants, Linnaeus focused on sexual characteristics. The 

distinctive features of their pollen-bearing stamens organize 
classes of plants, and orders of plants are organized by their pis-
tils. But the two-part species designations are often descriptive 
of appearance, and Linnaeus used his imagination to convey his 
impressions of various living things.

What Shall I Call Them?
As we wander in our mountain meadows or by the creek 

providing water to our arid plains, we delight in " nding a color-
ful wild! ower. We appreciate its beauty and we can learn more 
about it – is it edible, is it poisonous, was it used by Native 
Americans for medicinal purposes, where else does it bloom, 
does it have any special adaptations for survival, what animals 
depend on it, does it depend on or provide support for other 
plants? There is so much to learn about that little ! ower. But 
most of us want it to have a name# What is your name, little 
! o wer, so I can remember you in the future, " nd you in my 
! o wer book and write it down in my journal?

 Let’s take a look at some of our wild! owers, and how the 
common names and the scienti" c names are both descriptive in 
their own way. 

Colorado Loco
The locoweed, a species in the genus Oxytropis, is distin-

guished from the milkvetches, in the genus Astragalus , by the 
shape of the ! ower part known as the keel. The locoweed has 
a pointed keel and the milkvetch a rounded keel. If you know 
your Latin roots, you might know that the root oxy means 

What’s in a Name?
by Bonnie Sheppard

“What’s in a name? That which we call a rose by any 
other name would smell as sweet.”
            William Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet (II, ii, 1-2)

Penstemon
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pointed, and that the root trop can refer to a keel. Very descrip-
tive, and helpful in identi" cation#  The Latin word Astragalus 
refers to the ankle bone, so that might not be helpful in identify-
ing the milkvetch# The species names for these ! owers often re-
fer to the botanist who " rst identi" ed them. The Colorado Loco 
is also called Lambert’s loco, Lambert’s red loco and purple 
loco. The full scienti" c name, Oxytropis lambertii, commemo-
rates the botanist Aylmer Bourke Lambert, an English bota-
nist born in 1761 and one of the " rst members of the Linnean 
Society. But maybe you just want to remember that those pretty 
pea-type ! owers in the meadow can be poisonous to livestock, 
and were called locoweed by stockmen.

Chiming Bells
How about those pretty blue chiming bells we see in the 

plains and the mountains?  It’s easy to remember the common 
names since they are very descriptive. The genus name for 
these plants, Mertensia, is not descriptive, but commemorates 
a German botanist, F. C. Mertens. The species names are more 
descriptive. The plants that grow at lower altitudes, Lanceleaf 
chiming bells or narrow-leaved mertensia have the species 
name lanceolata, referring to a lance-like narrow leaf. At higher 
altitudes, where the tall chiming bells (also called tall mertensia, 
mountain bluebell, languid lady or lungwort#) grow, the species 
name ciliata refers to hairs on the leaf, which occur in some 
subspecies. So in this case, perhaps the scienti" c names are not 
especially helpful to the casual observer. 

Yarrow
The yarrow plant, known for medicinal uses, is of the genus 

Achillea, and is thought to have been used by the ancient Greek, 
Achilles, for treating another man. So that is a helpful fact re-
garding use of this plant, and the species names are descriptive. 
Achillia millefolia refers to the many leaves of the yarrow plant 
and the varieties alpicola and lanulosa refer to the location of 
the alpine yarrow and wooly features of the common, or tansy 
yarrow found at lower lifezones. 

Lupine
The common, or silvery lupine, has a scienti" c name, 

Lupinus argenteus, which is descriptive of its reputation and its 
color. The roots are from the Latin word for wolf, lupus, and 
the word for silver, argentum. The lupine plant was named after 
the wolf because it grows in poor soil and was once thought to 
leach nutrients out of the soil. Actually the opposite is true; it 
enriches the soil by converting nitrogen into a form that can be 
used by other plants.

Penstemon
One of the most descriptive scienti" c names is Penstemon 

unilateralis. The common names are many, including tall beard-
tongue, one-sided penstemon, and  tall one-sided penstemon. 
The roots of the scienti" c name are pen (" ve), stemon (stamen), 
uni (one), and lateralis (sides). The ! o wers have " ve stamens 
and grow on one side of the stem. This can be easily con" rmed 

by observation. Some penstemons have one sterile stamen 
covered in yellow hairs. It serves to attract pollinating insects 
and could be described by the common name beardtongue.

Harebell
The common harebell (also called Scotch harebell, blue-

bell, bluebells of Scotland, bell! ower and witches thimble), is 
Campanula rotundifolia. If we check our Latin roots again, we 
" nd the name to be quite descriptive. Campanula is the diminu-
tive form of the Latin campana, meaning bell. However, the 
species name, rotundifolia, means round leaf, and the harebell’s 
leaves are not round, except for some with a heart-like shape at 
the base of the plant.

Flax
The wild blue ! ax, Linum lewisii, is similar in general ap-

pearance to the species cultivated for oil and " ber to be made 
into the fabric linen. Linum comes from the Latin for ! ax. The 
wild species that grows in the Rocky Mountains is named after 
Meriwether Lewis, who discovered it during his exploration of 
the American West.

Take Your Choice
Now that we’ve explored some of the scienti" c names, 

you may be tempted to organize your botanical thoughts into 
families, genera and species. If so, there’s a lot to learn and un-
derstand. If you want some help in identifying plants, but don’t 
want to get too speci" c, you can work on learning some of the 
common family names and their corresponding characteristics. 
But if all this seems too academic for you, enjoy the beauty you 
" nd in nature, and give those little ! owers the common names 
you " nd most appropriate. 

Flax
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Towards Sustainability: Transfer of Development Rights
by Janis Whisman

Land Management

In recent years, you may have noticed a trend toward larger 
and larger homes being built in Boulder County. These resi-
dences typically consume more resources during their construc-
tion, but also on a continual basis for heating, cooling, and 
running electrical appliances. Less obvious are the effects to 
wildlife habitat and migration corridors, which can be impacted 
by the presence of human activity, houses, accessory structures, 
and fences where they previously didn’t exist. 

In 1990, the median house size in Boulder County 
was 2,881 square feet. That grew to 4,470 square feet by 
the year 2000 and 6,290 square feet in 2006. This is an 
exponential rate of growth not typically seen in the rest 
of the nation.  

Have you ever wondered what, if anything, the County is 
doing about this trend?

Comprehensive Plan Update
In May 2007 the Boulder County Planning Commis-

sion voted to adopt a Sustainability Element into the Boulder 
County Comprehensive Plan. This new text updated the existing 
Comprehensive Plan to clarify the County’s of" cial policies on 
several issues related to the concept of sustainability, such as re-
source use, house sizes, and green building. The Comprehensive 
Plan provides clear direction for County of" cials and employees 
in creating legally enforceable regulations to implement the pol-
icies, but it contains no enforceable regulations. The regulations 
are contained in the Boulder County Land Use Code. One way 
to implement the County’s sustainability policies is the proposal 
to expand the existing Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) 
program, which has been in place since 1993. The program has 
not yet been " nalized or adopted by the Board of County Com-
missioners. As such, the following is a brief summary of the 
main elements of the program.

In short, the program will require homes larger than a spec-
i" ed size to purchase additional development rights and will 
allow homes smaller than that size to sell development rights. 
Development rights may also be sold from vacant parcels, 
preserving that land from future development. The program also 
includes some modi" cations to the County’s Site Plan Review 
process to give both the applicant and neighbors more certainty 
and predictability as to the appropriate scale of development in 
unincorporated Boulder County.

Speci" cally, the expansion of the County’s TDR program 
would accomplish the preservation of small homes and open 
spaces. The County would adopt size thresholds for residences, 
above which the property owner would have to purchase ad-
ditional development rights to offset the effects of the larger 
development. The thresholds have been set at a number that 
captures the range of typical homes in the County; therefore, the 

program serves to offset the impacts of homes that are unchar-
acteristically larger than the surrounding homes. Those who 
have homes that are smaller than the size threshold and do not 
want to increase the size of their house can sell off credits for 
the difference, to be purchased by someone who needs addition-
al development credits to build a home that exceeds the thresh-
old. This increased demand for development rights will likely 
result in many land owners either choosing to restrict their 
house size by selling off credits, or selling development rights 
from vacant land. This protects vacant land by then placing a 
conservation easement on it, which protects it from future de-
velopment. The sale of development rights will not be brokered 
by the County but rather sold on the private market. This not 
only bene" ts the seller of the development rights but also the 
wildlife that uses their land as habitat and everyone who looks 
upon the open, undeveloped vistas.

Program Goals
The primary goals of this program are to sustain the rural 

character of unincorporated Boulder County and to preserve a 
diversity of housing stock (allowing home owners to capture 
some " nancial bene" t from keeping their home small). The 
house size thresholds are determined based on the property’s 
location: in the plains & suburban foothills, the mountains, or 
special character areas (or “SCAs,” which consist of former 
townsites and some historically-signi" cant rural settlements). 
The current proposed thresholds, including changes recently 
recommended by the Planning Commission, are: 5,500 square 
foot (sf) total ! oor area (plains & suburban foothills); and 3,500 
sf total ! oor area (mountains). These thresholds include any 
! o or area in residential accessory structures (agricultural acces-
sory structures are exempt). The thresholds for SCAs will be 
determined through public involvement processes that will take 
place in each of the individual SCAs. 

Through this process, the residents will have direct involve-
ment in determining what thresholds are appropriate for their 
community, to achieve the dual goals of preserving the existing 
character while allowing for compatible future change. Until the 
SCA thresholds can be determined, the existing Site Plan Re-
view process will be used to determine compatibility for 1) the 
construction of new homes on vacant parcels and 2) additions of 
500 sf or more.

For more information
Many public meetings have been held at both the Boulder 

County Planning Commission and the Board of County Com-
missioners. Several more will be held this spring. Please see the 
project website for archived reports and meeting notes, current 
project materials, and a meeting schedule: www.co.boulder.
co.us/lu/code_updates/expanded_tdr.
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I’ve been a park ranger in Boulder County for over 13 
years, and have had opportunities to see some amazing wildlife. 
Late last spring, I was treated to a wildlife sighting that makes 
me smile even now — while hiking on a shadowy, forested 
path, I got a glimpse of something walking on the trail towards 
me that was reddish and fairly unsteady on its feet. My " rst 
impression was maybe it was a small bear; however, its legs 
were much too long and spindly. I stopped and watched it from 
a distance, getting ready to go the other way, when the mystery 
critter stopped and looked right at me. There we were, both 
watching each other, and I realized I was gazing at a newly born 
elk calf. It began to walk towards me again, almost as if it was 
curious as to what this long-legged biped in its forest home was 
all about. The youngster then glanced off into the trees, and I 
was reminded of the adult females that must be close by. I had 
noticed their sounds and smells earlier on and had been watch-
ing out for the herd. I decided it was best to discretely turn 
around and head the other way and not cause any disruption in 
the harem’s (a group of female elk) routine. At some point, the 
mother elk called softly to her calf, and it disappeared into the 
trees. 

Elk calves are born in May and June. They are usually 
reddish-brown in color and have white spots on their back. This 
mottling helps keep them hidden from predators when they are 
bedded down in close proximity to their mother during the day. 
The calves also do not have much in the way of scent, again 
keeping them safer from the noses of coyotes, bears, golden 
eagles, and cougars (all of whom are predators to elk calves). 
Within one hour of birth, elk calves are able to walk around and 
follow their mother as she grazes and monitors the area for dan-
ger. After about 10 days, the calf begins to graze with the adults. 
Elk will feed on grasses, aspen bark, sedges, conifer needles, 
and some aquatic plants. Look for browse marks in the aspen 
groves of mountain meadows. You likely will see dark markings 
up the trunks of the trees, showing how far up the elk can reach 
to get at the bark.

During early spring, female elk move up to higher eleva-
tions as a herd, after spending winter closer to the plains, where 
there was less snow and food was more available. Once the 
higher elevations are relatively snow free, the females " nd a 
safe place to give birth. 

Caribou Ranch is a Safe Haven
Elk have birthing areas that they use repeatedly, and 

Caribou Ranch Open Space is one of these historical areas.  
Meadows, such as the DeLonde meadow, have water and forage 
readily available, and patches of forest close by for safety. Cari-
bou Ranch was private property and closed to public entry until 
Boulder County bought the property in 1996, which gave the 
elk herd lots of needed safety and privacy. Due to this historical 
use and need, the Parks and Open Space Department instituted 
a spring closure at Caribou Ranch to give the elk herd the space, 
quiet, and safety they have come to rely upon to give birth to 
and raise their calves. The park is closed from April 1 to June 
30, allowing the young elk to grow into strong adolescents with-
out human interference. 

Spring is a wonderful time to be out in nature. Flowers are 
beginning to bloom, the leaves are back on the trees, and the 
chances of seeing wildlife abound. 

But, be aware when you are out in the spring. Adhere to 
trail or park closures. Those are put in place to help our wildlife 
in the long run. Not only could your presence disturb mam-
mals, but ground nesting birds are also very sensitive. Flushing 
the mother off the nest could allow the nestling to get too cold 
and die from exposure. Be aware of your environment – tracks, 
scent, scat and other sign can tell you if you are entering a 
sensitive area. 

If you accidentally encounter a mother and its baby, it is 
best to turn around and give them space. Many adult mothers, 
such as bears, moose, deer and elk, could defend their babies 
aggressively. Remember, if you " nd a baby animal, DO NOT 
pick it up. It more than likely does not need to be rescued.

Enjoy your time out in nature, and hopefully you, too, will 
gain some wonderful memories of spring.

Seasonal Highlights 

Springtime is for the Animals!
by Lynette Anderson

Where to see elk on your open space 
Caribou Ranch and Mud Lake open spaces, both just north of 
Nederland

Walker Ranch

Heil Valley Ranch, off of Lefthand Canyon Dr.

Rabbit Mountain, east of Lyons (a small herd can sometimes be 
seen here)

•

•

•

•
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The day she saw a bear at Heil Valley Ranch rates as a high 
point in her experience as a volunteer, says Diane Schwemm, 
park host for Boulder County Parks and Open Space. 

The mother of three school-age children, Diane hosts about 
once a month, often on weekdays. “I wouldn’t get out to hike as 
much if I didn’t volunteer,” she notes. Through the Park Host 
Program, she’s discovered new places to hike and developed a 
better understanding of the Boulder County’s open space 
program and its mission. 

A Variety of Experiences
Park hosts greet visitors, answer questions about local ecol-

ogy, and offer information on recreation opportunities. Many, 
like Diane, are enthusiastic hikers. Others choose to host on 
properties where they can trail run, mountain bike, or ride their 
horses. 

Fully prepared, park hosts carry " rst aid kits radios and cell 
phones for emergencies.

Park hosts become familiar with resources that range from 
Walker Ranch Open Space in the foothills to Walden Ponds 
Wildlife Habitat on the plains. 

Now in her second year as a volunteer, Diane says being 
a park host “is a nice, 
low-key way to get out 
and be of service.” 

“Hosting is a lot of 
fun and it doesn’t have 
to take a lot of time,” 
she adds.

Volunteers com-
mit to a minimum of 
16 hours in a year. Park 
hosts decide where, 
when and how to get 
out onto the trails. 
Shifts are typically two 
to four hours long.

To get started, new 
hosts can “shadow” 
more experienced 
volunteers. Some hosts 
like to pair up for their 
shifts. Others bring 
along a friend or sched-
ule an outing with the 
coordinator of the park 
host program. 

Lili Goad, who works two jobs, hikes as a park host only 
on Sundays — her one day off. “I had a great time this year,” 
she says. “The whole program and all the people are gracious 
and informative and offer a lot of support.” 

Explore, Learn, Share and Serve
by Lyla D. Hamilton

By staf" ng a tabletop display during the Rhythm on the 
River festival in Longmont, Lili got a chance to work along side 
a professional naturalist. “I learned a lot,” she observes. “Being 
a park host has widened my horizons.”

Park host training includes natural history information, 
how to use a radio, and guidelines and practice in approach-
ing visitors in a variety of situations. When they encounter 
an unleashed dog or a dog in a closed area, for example, Park 
hosts might offer a leash or explain to the owners about wildlife 
habitats in the area. 

“I’m glad I have a shirt and name badge as a park host,” 
Lili says, “that helps people understand why I’m talking to 
them.” Equestrian Linda Parks, a member of the Boulder 
County Horse Association, found her park host training valu-
able when she took a spill on the trail. “I could tell the friend 
who was riding with me what to get out of the " rst aid kit,” she 
laughs.

Volunteering as a park host “is a really nice way to give 
something back,” Linda notes. It’s easy, and you’re out doing 
something you enjoy anyway. They’re not asking a lot and they 
make it easy.”

If you love natural history, being outside and interacting 
with people, then vol-
unteering as a park host 
may be the perfect op-
portunity for you to get 
involved. You may even 
experience something 
new along the way, like 
seeing a bear cub or 
helping a lost hiker.

Park Host Training
The next training 

session for volunteer 
park hosts, a two-day 
program combining 
workshops and " eld 
experience, takes place 
May 3 and 10. After 
training is completed, 
park hosts are then eli-
gible for advanced train-
ing in " rst aid, various 
natural history subjects 
and related areas. 

For more information about the program, contact Michael 
Bauer at 303-678-6219 or mbauer@bouldercounty.org.

Editor’s Note: Lyla D. Hamilton, a park host since 2004, is a business and 
marketing consultant.

Volunteer Opportunities
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All Programs
All ages are welcome unless otherwise noted. NO 

PETS PLEASE# Be prepared for cool temperatures and 
muddy conditions on outside hikes. Bring drinking water 
and wear closed-toe walking/hiking shoes.

For information about these programs, or to arrange a 
volunteer-led program for your group, please call 
303- 678-6214. See the back cover for park locations.

Home (steading) on the Range  
Wednesday, March 5; 7:00 to 8:30pm
Boulder County Parks and Open Space of! ce;
5201 St. Vra in Road, Longmont
Get acquainted with pioneering Boulder County farmer, George 
R. McIntosh (1837-1924).  Using photos, maps and family 
letters, local author Robin Branstator will talk about Mr. Mac’s 
feisty ancestors, his Ohio childhood, and his colorful experienc-
es in Colorado as a miner, freighter, Civil War soldier and suc-
cessful farmer of the property now known as Boulder County’s 
Agricultural Heritage Center.  

Stories Behind the Landscape
Wednesday, March 19; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
George Reynolds Branch, Boulder Public Library; 
3595 Table Mesa Drive, Boulder
Did you know that an elementary school class persuaded Con-
gress to adopt a state insect for Colorado? Learn the behind-the-
scene stories and fun facts about Colorado’s state tree, mammal, 
dinosaur, and other interesting natural and cultural symbols and 
little known facts. Join Colorado native Matt Bruce for a color-
ful slide program through Boulder County and beyond. 

What’s the Deal with Spring? 
Saturday, March 22; 1:00pm to 3:00pm 
Heil Valley Ranch; north of Boulder off Lefthand Canyon 
Drive; meet at group picnic shelter
What’s blooming? Who’s singing? Who’s having babies? 
How are these springtime events connected and what does the 
position of the sun in the sky have to do with it? Join volun-
teer naturalist Larry Nygaard on a leisurely, two-mile hike and 
celebrate the " rst week of spring by looking and listening for 
signs of new life along the trail. Learn the importance of the sun 
at equinox in linking and timing these vibrant displays of new 
beginnings. 

Whoo are the Owls?  
Monday, March 24; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
Louisville Public Library; 951 Spruce Street, Louisville
Owls have been regarded with fascination and awe throughout 
recorded history and across many cultures. To some people they 
are symbols of wisdom, while to others they are harbingers of 
doom and death. Over half of the owls recorded in the U.S. have 
been seen in Boulder County, and most of those owls nest here. 
Join volunteer naturalists to explore these fascinating creatures 
of the night, and to learn about the diversity and special adapta-
tions that make them such expert hunters. 

Cubs, Kits, Fawns, Pups, and Bunnies
Saturday, April 5; noon to 2:00pm
Heil Valley Ranch; north of Boulder off Lefthand Canyon 
Drive; meet at group picnic shelter
Even before spring arrives, a new generation of wild animals is 
on the way. Some babies are already playing in their dens, some 
don’t have their eyes open yet, and some are yet to be born. Join 
volunteer naturalists Kathy Arthofer and Phyllis Hasheider to 
learn about the challenges in nature that these youngsters and 
their mothers have already overcome, and how they learn to 
make their way in the world. 

All About Beavers 
Saturday, April 12; 10:00am to noon 
Walden Ponds Wil dlife Habitat Area; 75th Street, between 
Valmont and Jay Roads; meet at the Cottonwood Marsh 
parking area
The beaver is one of nature’s most accomplished engineers. 
They build lodges, dam streams, and otherwise modify the 
environment to create their habitat. While beavers are most ac-
tive at night, we’ll see signs of their hard work in felled shrubs 
and trees, and old lodges. We’ll also learn about beaver babies, 
how beavers make their living, and how they survive through 
the winter.  

I Spy Amazing Eyes"
Thursday, April 17; 9:30am to 10:30am
Betasso Preserve; Boulder Canyon (Highway 119) to 
Sugarloaf Road; follow signs to Betasso Preserve; meet at 
group picnic shelter
Looking forward or looking sideways gives clues into the lives 
of animals. Join volunteer naturalists Diane Faigen and Kathy 
Larson as we look at eye placement in the skull and how it 
effects life styles of different animals. This fun program will 
include hands-on activities and a craft, and is for families with 
pre-school to kindergarten age children.
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Explore the Living Map of Boulder County 
Saturday, April 19; 10:30am to noon
Meadows Branch Library, 4800 Baseline Road, Boulder, 
behind Safeway in the Meadows Shopping Center
Hey kids — bring your family and friends and join Tif fany 
Fourment to discover Boulder County as you travel from the 
plains to the mountains. Using a 14 x 16-foot relief map of 
Boulder County, we’ll practice map skills, visit the highest and 
lowest elevations in the county, follow the major waterways, 
and explore the diversity of plants and animals that live in our 
area. This program is suitable for elementary-age children, ac-
companied by an adult.

Geology of Rabbit Mountain  
Saturday, April 26; 9:00am to 1:00pm
Rabbit Mountain Open Space; NE of Lyons on north 55th 
Street
Volunteer naturalist Dick Pratt and others will lead a moder-
ate 3-mile hiking tour where you’ll learn about the interesting 
geology of the area. We’ll also keep our eyes out for spring 
wild! owers, soaring raptors, and wildlife. Bring lunch, water, 
sunscreen and binoculars if you have them. This program is 
geared for adults. 

Fossils and Flowers of Six-Mile Fold    
Saturday, May 3; 9:30am to Noon
Six-Mile Fold Open Space;  drive north of Boulder on Hwy 
36, turn right on  Neva Road, take the ! rst left onto a dirt 
road that parallels and reconnects to Hwy 36; we will park 
and meet on that frontage road.
Join volunteer naturalists Megan Bowes and Sue Hirschfeld 
for a short, moderately strenuous hike to explore a landscape 
created by folding and faulting as the Rocky Mountains uplifted 
70 million years ago. You will see fossilized evidence of the 
Cretaceous seas that once inundated this area, as well as some 
of the earliest blooming wild! owers in Boulder County.

Blooms and Butter# ies of Boulder County
Tuesday, May 6; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
Boulder Public Library, Main Library, Boulder Creek 
Meeting Room, 11th Street and Arapahoe Avenue, Boulder
Volunteer naturalist Jan Chu will present a beginner’s guide to 
the butter! ies and wild! owers of Boulder County.  This pro-
gram will review some of our beautiful wild! owers, and basic 
information on butter! y biology, life cycle and behaviors, host 
plants, and identi" cation tips. We’ll share some interesting facts 
about the connection between blooms and butter! ies and talk 
about where and when to look for them. 

I Spy Animal Sounds
Thursday, May 8; 9:30am to 10:30am
Walden Ponds Wil dlife Habitat Area; 75th Street between 
Valmont Road and Jay Road; meet at the group picnic shel-
ter near Cottonwood Marsh
Quacking ducks, honking geese, and croaking frogs all make 
their homes at Walden Ponds.  In the excitement of spring, they 
are at their noisiest.  Join volunteer naturalists Diane Faigen and 
Kathy Larson and see how many animals you can learn to know 
by their sounds. This program is for families with pre-school to 
kindergarten-age children and will include hands-on activities 
and a craft.

Fishing Derby -- For Seniors Only
Friday, May 9 from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m
Wally Toevs Pond; located at Walden Ponds on 75th Street 
between Jay Road and Valmont Road
Tell your parents, tell your neighbors, tell your friends. . . 
seniors (64 years and older) are invited to participate in Boulder 
County’s annual " shing derby. 

After the " shing derby, awards will be given to who 
caught the heaviest trout, the most experienced (oldest) 

angler and who wore the best hat. There will also be 
a " sh fry picnic following derby.

The pond is stocked with rainbow trout - 
arti" cial and live bait are both permitted 

at the Wally Toevs Pond. Participants 
must have a valid Colorado " shing 

license. For more information 
please contact Michael Bauer at 

303-678-6219.
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All Programs
All ages are welcome unless otherwise noted. NO 

PETS PLEASE# Be prepared for cool temperatures and 
muddy conditions on outside hikes. Bring drinking water 
and wear closed-toe walking/hiking shoes.

For information about these programs, or to arrange a 
volunteer-led program for your group, please call 
303- 678-6214.  See the back cover for park locations.

Beginning Birding  
Saturday, May 24; 8:00am to 10:00am
Walden Ponds Wil dlife Habitat Area; 75th Street between 
Valmont Road and Jay Road; meet at the group picnic 
shelter next to Cottonwood Marsh
Join volunteer naturalists to explore the joys of bird watching# 
They will share tips for recognizing different types of birds, in-
cluding songbirds, ducks and waterfowl, wading birds, raptors, 
and more. The emphasis of this beginning-level bird-watching 
trip will be on practicing observation skills rather than just bird 
identi" cation. Please be prepared for a slow-paced walk of up to 
two miles. Bring binoculars and a bird guide if you have them. 

Birds of Boulder County Slide Programs
Thursday, March 13; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
Boulder Public Library, Main Library, Boulder Creek Meeting 
Room, 11th Street and Arapahoe Avenue, Boulder
 --and--
Monday, April 21; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
Louisville Public Library, 951 Spruce Street, Louisville
 --and--
Tuesday, May 13; 7:00pm to 8:30pm 
Longmont Public Library, Meeting Room A, 4th Avenue and 
Emery Street, Longmont 

Join Boulder County volunteer naturalists to learn where to " nd 
and how to identify some of the birds that call Boulder County 
home. This slide program, which is 
geared to beginning birders, will take 
you from the grasslands to the alpine 
tundra, to explore an amazing range of 
ecosystems and habitats, and to learn 
about the birds that live there. You will 
also hear about some of the migratory 
birds that return to or pass through 
Boulder County at this time of year. 

Camera Hike for Nature Enthusiasts
Saturday, May 10; 10:00am to 12:30pm 
Heil Valley Ranch; north of Boulder off Lefthand Canyon 
Drive; meet at group picnic shelter
When it comes to nature photography, majestic panoramas tend 
to steal the show, yet there’s also beauty in more intimate set-
tings. Join volunteer naturalist Ellen Orleans and others, as you 
experience nature and develop your artist’s eye. After a short 
talk about camera angles, framing, and composition, we’ll walk 
the 1.3-mile Lichen Loop Trail, pausing often to shoot photos 
and take in the quiet splendor of this foothills park. Participants 
should have enough " lm or digital memory for 36 images. This 
program is geared for ages 12 and above. 

Grandparent and Grandchild Hike
Saturday, May 17; 10:00am to noon
Bald Mountain Scenic Area; 5 miles west of Boulder on Sun-
shine Canyon Drive (Mapleton Ave. in Boulder city limits)
Join volunteer naturalists Barbara Wil lis and Sue Cass and 
invite a special person in your life to discover signs of spring. 
This moderately strenuous hike will be approximately one mile. 
We’ll look for spring wild! owers, evidence of wildlife, and 
enjoy the view from the top of the mountain. Picnic tables are 
available near the parking lot if you want to plan a post-hike 
lunch. This hike is suitable for older preschoolers, elementary 
age children and grandparents of all ages. 

Arts and Crafts on the Farm
Sunday, May 18; 10:00am to 4:00pm
Agricultural Heritage Center, 8348 Ute Highway 66 in 
Longmont
Today, we have become accus-
tomed to shopping the depart-
ment stores for a sweater, or 
the hardware store if we need a 
new hinge for the backyard gate.  
Historically, these items would 
have been made at home using 
skills not widely practiced today.  
Blacksmithing, wool spinning, and 
candle dipping are just some of the 
activities that will be demonstrated 
as we celebrate traditional arts and 
crafts associated with rural living.  
This program is free and open to 
all ages.  For more information, 
please call 303-776-8848.
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Outdoor Hikes

Wil d# owers of Legion Park
Sunday, April 27; 1:00pm to 2:30pm  
Legion Park; east of Boulder on Arapahoe Road, 0.5 mile  
west of 75th Street
Join us for a leisurely spring stroll through the 
pinyon and ponderosa pines at Legion Park. 
Besides having a great view of the Continental 
Divide, this park is a wonderful place for early season 
wild! owers. 

Mother’s Day Wil d# ower Hike
Sunday, May 11; 1:00pm to 3:00pm
Rabbit Mountain Open Space; NE of Lyons on 
North 55th Street 
Rabbit Mountain is a great place to view spring wild! ow-
ers.  The transitional foothills zone is home to Easter daisies, 
Nuttall’s violets, Pasque ! owers, spring beauties, cacti, and 
more. This afternoon hike will take you from grassland to 
ponderosa pine and mountain mahogany shrubland in search of 
early bloomers. 

Wil d# owers of Heil Valley Ranch
Saturday, May 31; 10:00am to Noon
Heil Valley Ranch; north of Boulder off Lefthand 
Canyon Drive 
Join us for a spring wild! ower hike at Heil Valley Ranch, in 
the beautiful foothills of Boulder County. We will hike a leisure-
ly loop through forest and meadows in search of spring 
wild! owers, enjoying some beautiful vistas along the way.

Spring Seniors Nature Programs
The last Thursday of every month, Boulder County 

Parks and Open Space hosts a senior’s nature program. 
Programs begin at 10:00am and end no later than noon. 
Programs include information about an area’s history, 
wildlife and resource management projects. 

For information and directions to open space 
properties, please call 303-678-6214.

Thursday, March 27   Agricultural Heritage Center  
                      at the Lohr/McIntosh Farm 
Thursday, April 24     Rabbit Mountain Open Space 
Thursday, May 29       Betasso Preserve       

Indoor Slide Shows

Wednesday, April 9; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
George Reynolds Branch Library, 3595 Table Mesa Drive, 
Boulder 

-- and -- 

Tuesday, May 20; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
Lafayette Public Library, 775 west Baseline Road, Lafayette

Join Boulder County volunteer naturalists for a slide program to 
kick off the spring wild! ower season# You’ll learn about the 
variety of wild! owers found in Boulder County, where and 
when to look for them, and some interesting facts about some 
of our native plants. 

Spring Wildflowers



Get Muddy!
Travel through mud, not around it!

Protect our Resources
Early spring conditions are wet and muddy.  Shortcutting 
switchbacks and bypassing mud puddles greatly increas-
es erosion, widening trails and destroying vegetation.  

Stay on the trail and go through the mud.  Don’t go off 
the trail and around it.

Read the meter# Please consider not using this trail if the  
meter is marked at “poor” trail conditions.

Why Should I Get Muddy?
Wet ground is fragile. Spring snows and rain saturate and 
soften the ground, making it very susceptible to 
recreation impacts.

Avoiding mud causes many kinds of damage. Resource 
damage includes increased erosion, destruction of sur-
rounding vegetation and widening of trails.

Pick the Right Tra il
Use hard-surface trails. In wet conditions, consider using 
hard-surface trails at lower elevations like Coal Creek 
Trail, Boulder Creek Path or the St. Vrain Greenway 
Trail.   

Check for updated trail conditions at our website, 
www.BoulderCountyOpenSpace.org.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

 There is a wildlife habitat closure on the southeastern 
section of Rabbit Mountain Open Space through July 31.  Park 
visitors can " nd a map highlighting the closed area on the kiosk 
at park entrance.  

 The area is critical wildlife habitat and it is very impor-
tant that park visitors respect the closure. (The closure area is 
located to the south and east of the Eagle Wind Trail.) Wildlife 
take refuge in the closed area; it is an area where they forage, 
roost and nest. Birds are especially sensitive to disturbance 

during courtship and nesting which occurs from winter through 
midsummer.  Please respect wildlife needs for solitude.

 Park visitors found in the critical wildlife area can be " ned 
up to $300 by park rangers and county sheriff deputies who 
patrol the park.  For additional information, please contact the 
Boulder County Parks and Open Space Department at 
(303) 678-6200 or www.BoulderCountyOpenSpace.org.

Seasonal Closure at Rabbit Mountain Open Space 
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In Closing

Boots, bikes and horses clean fast, 
but trails take years to heal.  

Caribou Ranch Closed April - June

The Boulder County Parks and Open Space Department 
wants to remind residents there is a permanent spring closure, 
April 1 through June 30, to protect spring migratory birds, 
overwinter elk survival, and elk calving and rearing activities at 
Caribou Ranch Open Space.        

Approximately 50 species of mammals live and/or travel 
through the open space annually. This represents about 50 
percent of all mammal species found in Boulder County. Please 
respect wildlife needs for solitude. 

Violators can be " ned up to $300 by resident caretaker, 
park rangers and county sheriff deputies who patrol the open 
space property.  

Boulder County Youth Corps:
Improving Ourselves, 

Improving Our Community

Spring means gearing up for the busy Boulder County 
Youth Corps season this summer.  Sponsors are busy planning 
their many projects Corpsmembers will be working on during 
the 8-week employment program for Boulder County youth 
ages 14-17.  

Staff is busy recruiting to " ll 170 Corpsmember positions 
and 35 Leader openings.  Corpsmember applications will be 
accepted through Friday, March 28.  

Leader applications from those 18 and older will be taken 
until all of the positions have been " lled. Challenge yourself 
this summer by joining the Youth Corps#  Find more informa-
tion online at www.BoulderCounty.org/youthcorps.  
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