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by Karen Imbierowicz

For over 40 years the Boulder County community has cared deeply for
parks and open space—the wildlife it supports, the recreation opportunities it
offers, the cultural history it provides, and how it contributes to the quality of
life we enjoy.

In the mid-1960s, Boulder County residents interested in preserving
open space in the face of rapid county development, initiated a County Open
Space program. When the program was created in 1968 the county’s popula-
tion was about 113,000. By 1985, Boulder County’s population had reached
209,444 and 7,150 acres had been preserved as openlguageve num-
ber almost 300,000 people and the program includes approximately 95,000
acres of preserved land with approximately 100 miles of trails.

About 100 Parks and Open Space staff members, along with a small
army of volunteers, care for this land. If the care of all of this land were to
fall solely on the staff of Parks and Open Space, each staff member would
be responsible for 1,000 acres and one mile of trail. Fortunately, Boulder
County residents and local clubs devote their time and energy to this work
through our various volunteer programs.

Many of our volunteer programs have been around for a long time. The
Volunteer Naturalist program began in 1975 with 10 volunteers. In 1999,
we had a total of 580 volunteek&lunteer Naturalists, Cultural History and
project volunteers contributed over 14,000 hours of work.

In 2008, more than 2,350 volunteers contributed over 21,000 hours to
the care of the land and public education. Individual volunteers participate in
one-day Wild Vérk Projects or ongoing opportunities through our Cultural
History, Naturalist, Park Patrollers, Bird Monitoring and Crew Leader pro-
grams.

Businesses and community organizations throughout the county partici-
pate in team-building one-day projects doing forest restoration, seed collec-
tion, trail maintenance or weed eradication.

There seems to be a growing realization among individuals and groups
about the value of having a successful open space program. There is also
empirical evidence demonstrating that a community with a successful pro-
gram enjoys related benelts including enhanced real estate values, healthy
lifestyles, attraction of tourists, businesses and retirees, promotion of clean
water and air, traflc reduction and increased employee retention.

Last year the department embarked upon a program aimed at building
upon the already fantastic movement of volunteers involved in the steward-
ship of our public lands. This new program is called the Partnership Initiative
and seeks to involve businesses and organizations in the long-term steward-
ship of our parks, open space and trails.

Through this initiative we are identifying ways in which businesses and
organizations can become more deeply involved in the many ways that our
trails and open space require attention. The !rst pilot program developed
through this initiative is th&rail Stewardship program. Seven groups and
businesses have already volunteered. Each organization will have at least two
members attend a two-dayail Crew Leader training and perform mainte-
nance work on a mile or two of trail at least one day in the spring or summer
and one day in the fall. Maintenance work includes light pruning, reshaping
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and restoring trail sections, constructing and maintaining water

control devices, rut grading, weed pulling and possible trail . )
modilcation to encourage on-trail uskrail Stewardship teams When stewardship team representatives are asked why they

for the 2009 season include Backpacker Magazine, Boulder ~ Wish to participate in the partnership program they say that it
Area Trails Coalition, Boulder County Horse Association, Boul- 1S @ Way to give back to the community for the trails and open

der Mountainbike Alliance, Boulddirail Runners, Oskar Blues ~ SPace they love to use. Many partners mention a feeling of
and Redstone Cyclery. satisfaction from being a part of something bigger. In addition

to the many intrinsic values that come with a group volunteer-
ing together to care for land, the Partnership Initiative acknowl-
edges partners in more tangible ways.

There are three different levels of partnership: the Prairie

There is empirical evidence that a community with
a successful open space program enjoys related benelts

including enhanced real estate values, healthy lifestyles, Partner, the Foothills Partner and the Alpine Partner. Depending
attraction of tourists, businesses and retirees, promotion on the level of involvement, groups are acknowledged in a vari-
of clean water and aitraflc reduction and increased ety of ways such as a temporary or permanent sign at the work

site, a large framed landscape photograph, public acknowl-
edgement in this publication and on the Parks and Open Space
website, an invitation to the PartnersAipnual Appreciation
Event, eligibility for nomination to Boulder County Parks and
Open Space’s “Partner of tNear Award,” an opportunity to
display their organization’s information at festivals the depart-
ment attends, a feature article about their participation on the
Parks and Open Space website and/or their name included in a
press release describing participant involvement in the Partner-
ship Initiative.

We have a tremendous resource in the Boulder County
Parks and Open Space program, one for which there is extreme
gratitude to our predecessors. Any contribution to the care and
énaintenance of this resource plays a direct role in the high
guality of life we enjoy here. Through our various volunteer
programs and the Partnership Initiative we endeavor to protect
and preserve this resource into the future.

Whether you are an individual, a business or a community
organization there are many ways for you to join this commu-
nity of volunteers who care for our parks and open space.

If you would like more information about the Partnership
Initiative please contact me at kimbierowicz@bouldercounty.
org or 303-678-6268/ou may also contact me to connect with
other Boulder County Parks and Open Space staff who manage
our other volunteer programs.

employee retention.

Property Stewardship

Another pilot program we are developing through our
Partnership Initiative is the Property Stewardship progvien.
are recruiting groups and businesses to care for one of our park
areas such a&/alkker Ranch or Pella Crossing. These groups
will also perform a day of work in the spring or summer, and
another in the fall. This work includes activities such planting
and watering, invasive tree and weed removal, structure main-
tenance, seed collection and other tasks relating to that particu-
lar property. Many of these pilot projects have been eagerly
shapped up by local businesses and organizations. However, w
still have a few properties looking for that special group that
recognizes the benelts of bringing a team into this setting and
becoming caretakers of a bit of open space.

Groups who volunteer for one-day projects for three or
more consecutive years are also considered partners. Some of
the organizations that have consistently participated in volun-
teer work projects on land throughout Boulder County include:
Platts Corporation, Stratus Consulting, Sun Microsystems,
Alexander Dawson School, the Boy Scouts, the Global Leader-
ship AcademyHeritage Middle School, Life Bridge Church,
Monarch Center for Healing and Nafista High School.

This team worked orestoration
of the DeLonde house at Caribou
Ranch Open Space.
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by Dave Hoerath

The Colorado Division oVildlife is two years into a study  Additional Goals
on cougar activity in Boulder and Jefferson Counties. What
began as a small study transformed into a more comprehensive
look at cougar-human interactions along the northern Front
Range. Theurrent study will capture and radiocollar as many
cougars as possible in the area from I-70/Evergreen to the town
of Lyons. Satellite GPS collars providing up to eight locations
per day on these study cats living in the Front Range foothills
where we live, work and play.

Cougar capture is conducted by the Divisiomifdlife
using safe protocols developed and approved by their researc
branch. Therare four primary methods of capture: hounds,

Four additional goals have been added to the study of
aversive conditioning that will round out what can be learned
about this population of cats. The study duration is extended to
run through 2014.

One new goal, relocation, goes hand in hand with the
aversive conditioning. When cougars are captured for the study
(or sometimes re-captured) they often cannot be released at the
capture site, say... 6th Street and Balsam in Boulderstudy
h asks what distance increment is effective at keeping a cougar
from returning to a trouble/urban situation? How long might

live-traps, darting, and snares. Hounds are most effective with that last? What is the survival rate for translocated cougars?

fresh snow and require a large land area so chases won't end up Another goal is to collect ngtural his'tory information about
on adjacent private property. Most chases are relatively short asc0Ugars, such as home range size, habitat use, movements and
cats have little patience or stamina for being chased and seek MOvement patterns, range overlap, breeding, dispersal, and

the safety of a largege. Wth the arrival of spring and end of con’ict. Data on individuals (and their offspring) will be col-
snowfall, the hounds’ season concludes in April. Live-traps usu- lected throughout the study period and their lifetime. Longevity,

ally involve placing an existing fresh kill inside a trap, and wait- SUrvival rates, mortality sources, reproductive success, litter
ing for the cougar to return to feed. One or two study cougars ~ S1Z& relatedness, age and sex-ratios, and health parameters will

have been darted defending a kill or in a con'ned space without P€ determined from the study.
a trap. Snares were tried once but were unsuccessful.

Initial Study Goal: Finding Deterrents

The initial goal of the study was to Ind mechanisms that
will deter cougars from getting repeatedly into trouble or
spending too much time in human spaces. This study attempts
to empirically collect data from aversive conditioning attempts
(over time) to see if one shows promise at keeping cougars out

of trouble and off the necropsy table. These techniques include An adult, female
beanbag rounds, pepper spray, or chasing with baying hounds. cougar gets her

Cats will get moved out of trouble areas and then hazed—send- 5;5”;2,;1'?2" Pva

ing the cougar a message saying, “this area is not for you and

you will suffer pain or consequences for repeating this error.” Most study cats get an annual check-up as they are recap-

tured to change their radiocollar batterlgth all of the effort

at capturing cougars and constant GPS data collection, the
study will collect a lot of geographic information about when,
where, and how often cougars are operating in ‘human spaces’
(neighborhoods, rural subdivisions, trail and trailhead areas,
and isolated homes) and how often they are in ‘wild’ places like
open space or US Forest Service lands without permanent hu-
man presence.

The other two goals investigate prey items and population
estimation. WheiGPS locations are clustered over a short time
frame it often points to a kill-site. Researchers can go to the
location and see what was chosen as prey. Collecting ugeto !
years of data on these cougars will show how often prey item is
natural (deer, elk, raccoon) or anthropocentric (pet, livestock,
urban wildlife). The population estimation aim can be derived

After the mountain from a combination of aerial and ground surveys, coupled with
lion is tranquilized, . . . .
staff is able to attach a the survival and reproductive information from the collared

collar and administer segment.
inoculations.
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Research

Agency Cooperation on or from county open space Ian_ds. Many of these have also
. ) been recaptured to replace batteries. Parks and Open space staff
Three Front Range open space entities have been instru- 56 assisted DOW with baiting and checking camera traps, or
mental in contributing to the study. Jefferson County Open running hounds in search of new cougars to add to the study.

Space, Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks, and Boulder zisqo several urban cougars have been relocated to county open
County Parks and Open Space manage most of the large block§paCe lands.

of intact habitat along the northern Front Range. They have the
knowledge and space to let the Division operate, while main-
taining the safety, recreation, and protection of key wildlife
areas that occur on these public lands.

Boulder County Parks and Open Space has contributed
greatly to the study. Seven of 23 study cats have been captured

Boulder County Parks and Open Space is proud to contrib-
ute to this study and we look forward to learning about these
secretive predators that share our open space.
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Ecosystems

by Ryan Ludlow

For many Coloradoans words like avalanche, wild!re, in-  forest it becomes clear that these forests are disturbance driven
sect outbreak and blowdown are associated with destruction an@cosystems that depend on MPB and wildland !re to stay
loss, and are something to be feared. However, for foresters andhealthy. Much of Colorado’s lodgepole pine forests are between
natural history buffs, these words are associated with change 80 and 130 years old and are overdue for a catastrophic land-
and new growth. All of the above events are disturbances that scape level disturbance.
naturally occur throughout Colorado’s forested landscape. The
forests throughout Boulder County and the rest of the state T he Resilient Lodgepole Pine
actually depend on these periodic disturbances to stay healthy;
without them our forests become old and stagnant.

Periodic disturbances act as a way for a forest to start over
from scratch or to maintain the health of an existing forest.
Some disturbances happen frequently while others have hun-
dreds of years between cycles. The intensity and frequency of a
given disturbance can have a signi!cant in"uence on the types
of trees that grow in a given location. As you rise in elevation

When a major disturbance wipes out entire forests, lodge-
pole pines have an amazing ability to quickly re-colonize the
area and start fresh. These forests have an enormous seed bank
that quietly sits, waiting for a disturbance to occur. Prior to a
major disturbance, a mature lodgepole Pine forest is often an
even age stand of old tall trees that grow in an extremely tight
clump. Thesérees grow so close to one another that little sun-

i : i ot light hits the forest "oor. Few grasses, shrubs or "owers are able
from the plains to the tips of the Continental Divide, you pass ¢, gr6yy in the shadows of the mature trees. After a disturbance,

through four distinct forest types and disturbances in"uence suddenly there is a "ush of new sunlight reaching the once dark
each of these forests differently. At the lowest elevations, foreStSforest "oor. The huge supply of dormant seeds capitalizes on

of ponderosa pine and Douglas Ir dominate the landscape and g hey sunlight and sprout into a carpet of seedlings. These
depend on frequent (every 10 to 30 years) low to moderately v ,nq seedlings grow quickly in very dense stands, lercely
mtensg disturbances to stay healthy. In contrast, at the highest g hting with each other for limited resources like sunlight, nu-
elevation, our upper montane spruce and !r forests depend on - yjants"and watefrheseedlings continue to grow into saplings
very infrequent (every 500 to 1,000 years) extremely intense 5 then over decades back into old crowded stands: waiting for
disturbances to stay healthy. the next disturbance to occur again in 100 to 200 years.
Disturbing Events Next time you're out in a Boulder County f_oresF, stop anq
take a look at the trees around you and try to imagine how dis-

In Colorado one of the most common and ecologically turbances might have shaped the character of the forest in front
in"uential disturbances is wildland !re. For many people, of you. From the forest’s perspective, words like avalanche,
wildland !re brings up negative images of scorched forests and wild!re, insect outbreak and blowdown are extremely bene!cial
burned homes. However, from the forest's perspective, almost to the health of the forest and the trees couldn’t imagine living
the opposite is trudVildland !re helps maintain a healthy for- without these periodic disturbances. Colorado’s forests truly are
est; without it, forests become over-crowded, old and unhealthy.disturbance driven ecosystems#

Another type of disturbance that mimics !re and has been For additional information about Boulder County’s Forest
making headlines in Colorado for close to a decade is the Health Initiative visit www.BoulderCounty.org/ForestHealth.
mountain pine beetle (MPB). The MPB and wildland !re are
two disturbances that have a similar ecological effect on our for-
ests. MPB outbreaks mimic !re by killing old, unhealthy forests
and restarting the forest fresh with a new batch of young trees.

MPB outbreaks often occur in forests that are long overdue for a
wildland 're.

What people may not realize is that the MPB is a native
insect living mostly unnoticed in our forests for thousands of
years. Most of the time MPB lurk in the background of our
forests in very low numbers only killing a few of the oldest,
unhealthiest trees each year. However, occasionally when forest
conditions are right, MPB populations explode into epidemic
conditions, wiping out entire forests instead of isolated pockets.

Since 1996 the MPB has chewed through over two million acres
of mature lodgepole pine forests. From an outside perspective,
the current MPB outbreak looks like a tragedy, however, from

the forest's perspective, this outbreak isn’'t all bad. After a prescribed burn, the forest loor is opened up and a wider
When looking closely at the ecology of a lodgepole pine variety of vegetation can grow.
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Department Highlights

Agriculture Around Us

by Meaghan Huffman

Did you know that approximately 23 percent of Boulder The AgriculturalResources Division of the Parks and Open
County is agricultural land? Agriculture in Boulder County has Space Department provides for stewardship of our agricultural
been very important since the mid 1800s. From the early begin-lands by partnerships with a large pool of competent operators
nings — despite some lean drought years, grasshopper plagueswilling to lease open space agricultural propertigscurrently

and wars — agriculture and local towns prospered. have approximately 120 leases with 70 tenants. The 70 tenants
The "our mills, cannery and sugar plant from those days  have farming experience from a minimum of 10 years up to the

are silent now, but 107,629 acres of farmland continues to 50 years of our most experienced farmers. The average age of

produce wheat, barley, corn, alfalfa, grass hay and sugar beets our farmers is 53 years old.

as primary crops. The top 10 producers on county open space properties farm

Boulder County Parks and Open Space has set goals to pre#,664 acres (29.7 percent) of our agricultural land. The accu-
serve the remaining signi!cant agricultural lands and to inform mulated rent from all of our leases on agricultural lands came to
residents of its importanc&o do this we currently manage 1.91 million dollars in 2008. Out of that money comes funds for
over 25,000 acres of agricultural land and have conservation  water assessments, crop share expenses as well as other costs.
easements on an additional 19,000-plus acres of agricultural  In general, revenue from the agricultural leases go back into our
land. Thebenelts of sustaining an agricultural presence here in program to maintain and improve the propertigghout these
Boulder County include: tenants it would be impossible to manage the land that we have

purchased for agriculture preservation.
» Continued local food production and development of agricul-
tural products, many which are sold at the Farmers Markets
in Boulder and Longmont

» Beautiful rural landscapes
* Opportunities for public to observe farming and ranching

» Providing a means for people to maintain a connection to
land and our cultural heritage.

» Providing important wildlife habitat on agricultural land and
irrigation system corridors

» Diversilcation of the economy
» Buffers separating communities

» Development of career paths and lifestyle for youth
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Wildlife Studies

Bullsnake, Rattlesnake - Which One Is It?

by Cal Orlowski

Encountering a snake on the trail can generate a variety of are hooded and the pupils of the eyes are oval and vertically

reactions from intense fear to exhilaration. Fear usually arises

oriented. In comparison, the body type of the bullsnake is much

because people hear horror stories about snake bites and how more streamlined than that of a rattlesnakiullsnake will be
dangerous they can be. In Boulder County there is only one typenoticeably thinner and its body will become consistently nar-

of snake that can deliver a potentially fatal bite—the western
rattlesnake, a member of the pit viper family. Although this
shake is thought to be easily identiled by the distinctive rattle
at the end of its tail, another commonly encountered snake

rower down to its tail, which comes to a de!ned point. The head
of a bullsnake is nearly identical in size to the upper portion of
its body, and the pupils of the eyes are circular.

Although this information can be helpful in identifying

resembles the rattlesnake in both its actions as well as its physiwhether a particular snake is poisonous or not, it is usually best
cal appearance. The bullsnake, the rattlesnake’s non-venomousto keep your distance and respect the snake.
relative, is often mistaken for the rattlesnake because of very

similar color patterns and defensive actions. Hints for Hiking in Rattlesnake Country

Some helpful hints when hiking in rattlesnake country are:
always stay on the trail, avoid tall grass, always wear hiking
boots, step carefully over objects such as logs where you can’t
see the other side, and shuf"e your feet while hiking. If you
are bitten by a snake, seek medical attention or call 9-1-1 im-
mediately. Stay calm (walk, do not run) and keep the affected
area lower than the heart if possible. Do not use tourniquets,
ice or cut the wound. Nationwide, there are approximately 800

Striking Similarities

When an animal feels threatened by a potential predator,
the prey will make itself appear to be much bigger and more
dangerous to avoid predation. For the bullsnake, it is in their
best interest to make themselves indistinguishable from the
rattlesnake. Whethreatened, the bullsnake will coil up, and
shake its tail producing a sound similar to that of a rattlesnake
vibrating its rattle. These actions, as well as its rattlesnake-like rattlesnake bites reported annually toAmeerican Association
color patterns, confuse potential predators into believing that  of Poison Control Centers, with only two cases per year result-
this snake could deliver a venomous bite. At !rst look these be- ing in death of human victims. These snakes are most likely
haviors by the bullsnake might seem to be learned from observ-acting in defense, and probably would not strike unless agitated.
ing rattlesnakes, but these actions are instinctual. Many speciesRemember, snakes, a natural part of our ecosystem are encoun-
of snakes display tail shaking when threatened. This behavior tered frequently, so watch your step#
is very ancient and may have been an evolutionary precursor
to rattles (one hypothesis is that the ancestors that gave rise to
modern pit vipers actually used the vibrating tail to lure insect
prey). In areas of geographic overlap between the two spe-
cies, this action benelts the bullsnake in that the noise startles
many people and predators and it attracts attention away from
the snake’s head to the less vulnerable tail end. So if nature has
shaped these snakes to look and act so similarly, how can we
distinguish between the two?

Striking Differences

To the untrained eye, the bullsnake and rattlesnake look
very similar, but there are a few features to focus on when at-
tempting to make the distinction. First, look for a rattle. This is
usually a reliable method because bullsnakes never have rattles.
However, some rattlesnakes can lose their rattles, so be careful.
Bullsnakes will vibrate their tails if threatened, and if they are in
dry leaves or grass this may sound very similar to a rattlesnake.
If you are still unsure at this point, focus on the position of the
tail in the air. Bullsnakes vibrate their tails close to the ground,
while rattlesnakes elevate their rattle into the air.

If the snake’s tail does not provide you with enough infor-
mation to decide which type of snake you are dealing with, next
focus on the shape of the head and the rest of the body. Rattle-
shakes have a thin neck, and a well-de!ned triangular shaped
head that is perceptibly wider than its upper bddheireyes

A rattlesnake makes itself appear bigger to ward off predators.
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Outdoor Family Fun

The Boulder County Parks and Open Space
Department offers a great family activity for sum-
mer: Kids 11 years and younger are invited to join the
Nature Detectives Club, an interactive and engaging

way to foster children’s appreciation of nature while

enjoying a family visit to a local park.

Families can join the club by participating in six
self-guided activities on Boulder County Open Space.
Each Nature Detectives mystery guide takes families
on an exploration of a speci!c county open space trail.
The mystery guides include activities that highlight the
natural surroundings and history of each location. Kids
don’t need any special knowledge or equipment—just
curious minds and a sense of adventure.

When children complete three mystery guides,
they receive a prize and a ceddte. Theprize will be
something they can use for their future outdoor

explorations. Members of the Nature Detectives Club
who complete the series for multiple years receive
unique prizes each year.

Families will 'nd mystery guides at six county
parks: Betasso Preserve, Caribou Ranch, Carolyn
Holmberg Preserve at Rock Creek Farm, Meyeai
at Walker RanchWalden Pond#Vil dlife Habitat, and
the AgriculturalHeritage CenteiTheseplaces repre-
sent the wide variety of wildlife, plant life and cultural
history found throughout Boulder County.

Mystery guides can be picked up and returned
at Nature Detective Club mailboxes at trailheads.
Families can also request mystery guides to be sent to
them by calling 303-678-6201 or visiting the Nature
Detectives Club online at www.BoulderCountyOpenS-
pace.org.

Sample activities from the mystery guides: At left, kids are asked to design a predator. In the middle, kids observe nature an(

describe what they see and hear. The last activity on the right has them draw of signs of wildlife such as prints and scat.
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Discover Boulder County
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Saturday, June 6; 9:30am to 11:30am

The Wonder of Walden: A Write & Sketch Hike

Walden PondsWil dlife Habitat Area; 75th Street between
Valmont Road and Jay Road; meet at group picnic shelter
near Cottonwood Marsh

Engage the outdoors through nature journalodunteer
naturalist Ellen Orleans will introduce sketching and writing
techniques that anyone can do, followed by a walk through the
wetland ecosystem. Along the way you will sketch what catches
your eye, noting sounds, smells, and textures we encoWeer
will supply paper and pencils or bring your own unlined journal
or pad.

Wil d!owers of Bald Mountain Scenic Area

Sunday, June 7; 10:00am to noon

Bald Mountain Scenic Area; 5 miles west of Boulder on Sun-
shine Canyon Drive (MapletonAve. in Boulder city limits)

Join us on a one-mile loop trail to the summit where you will be
rewarded with views of the Continental Divide and the Boulder
Valley. Volunteer naturalists help you identify and enjoy the
variety of wild"owers found there in early summer.

Birds and Rocks of Rabbit Mountain

Wednesday, June 10; 6:30pm to 9:00pm

Rabbit Mountain Open Space; NE of Lyons on North 55th
Street (turn north on 53rd Street off Highway 66)

Join volunteer naturalist and geologist Dick Pratt for an evening
hike to learn about the interesting geology underfoot, and the
raptors and other birds overhead. Be prepared for 2-3 miles

of moderate hiking. The hike is geared for adults and older
children.

Fish Hawks of Boulder County

Saturday, June 13; 9:00am to 10:30am

Lagerman Reservoir; off Pike Road, between North 63rd

and North 75th Streets; meet at picnic shelter

What hawk-like bird has a white head, eats !sh, and spends the
summer and nests in Boulder County — and is not a bald eagle?
The answer could only be osprey. Join volunteer naturalist Cin-
dy Maynard to learn about this bird of préy osprey pair has
nested at the reservoir for over 10 years, and with some luck,
we may see them looking for food and trying out new wings.
Bring a bird !eld guide and binoculars if you have them.
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Discover Boulder County

Butterlies for Beginners Walk

Sunday, June 14; 9:00am to noon

Heil Valley Ranch Open Space; North of Boulder off

Lefthand Canyon Drive; meet at picnic shelter

\olunteer naturalist Jan Chu will lead this 1.5-mile walk along

the Lichen Loop and meadows in search of butter"ies and Join volunteer naturalist Ann Cooper for a colorful Power Point

wild" owers. V'll talk about butter"y behavior and life cycles,  show introduction to the wild world of mini-beasts. Meet the

and learn some tips on identi!cation. See how these beautiful local creepy-crawlies and see how they !t into the natural scene.

creatures make choices for their foods and habitat. Bring 'eld Whether you love them or hate them, they are hard to ignore,

guides and binoculars (close-focusing) if you have them. because they're everywhere, so come and get acquainted#
|

Wil d!'owers of Mud Lake

Saturday, June 20; 10:00am to noon Night Hikes

Mud Lake Open Space; 2 miles north of Nederland on Join volunteer naturalists for an evening of exploring nature
County Road 126; meet at parking lot kiosk under cover of darknesd/e’ll hike about 2 miles roundtrip
Celebrate the beginning of summer by searching for the Irst  on a moderate trail, enjoying the starlight, listening for night
wild"owers of the seasoWe will hike about 2 easy miles sounds, and learning about some of the nocturnal habits of the

through the beautiful montane forests and meadows at Mud  critters that live here. Bring suitable clothing for the weather, a

Lake, learning about the "owers as we go. Participants should  aghlight, and your night vision. (See the map on the back page
be prepared to hike at an elevation of about 8,500 feet. for location of parks.)

Circle of Stones Hike:A Woman’s Journey to Herself Tuesday, June 30 at Hafalley Ranch, 8:30-10:30pm
Saturday, June 27; 9:30am to Noon

Meeting location will be given to registered participants
Boulder County volunteer naturalist Louise Alderson will lead

a walk with nature to experience inner wisdom and to honor the
feminine within us, each other, and in the ladofhisprogram,
based on the bodRircle of Stonedy Judith Duerk, includes
re"ection, writing, and sharing time. For women of all ages who
want to embrace the rhythm of a natural setting with personal
re"ection. Includes a moderate 1.5-mile hike. For women of all
ages; register by calling 303-678-6214 by Thursday, June 25.

Wedhesday, July 22 &Walker Ranch, 8:30-10:00pm

Tuesday, August 18 at Bald Mountain, 8:30-10:00pm

Wil d'owers of Caribou Ranch

Sunday, July 5; 10:00am to 12:30pm | Love Bugs -- Micro-Hike

Caribou Ranch Open Space; 2 miles north of Nederland on Saturday, July 11; 10:00am to noon

County Road 126; meet at parking lot kiosk Pella Crossing Open Space; About 1 mile south of Hygiene
Escape the summer heat and enjoy beautiful wilcBrs# W on the east side of North 75th Street

will hike about 2 miles through the montane forests and mead- Hiking doesn'’t always have to be far and fast. Slow down on an

ows, identifying and learning about the wild"owers as we go.  unhurried walk to discover the often-overlooked—those small

Participants should be prepared to hike at an elevation of about creatures that outnumber us billions to one. The slide program

8,500 feet and bring a rain poncho & drinking water. on July 7 offers an introduction to some of the “micros” you
may see on this walk, but is not necessary for the enjoyment of
this outdoor session.

All Programs
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Discover Boulder County

Join volunteer naturalist Louise Alderson for a walk in nature.
Using passages from the bdoRit Listening to the Windy

Judith Duerk, you'll experience the rhythm of nature with
personal re"ection and growth. Participants should be prepared
for a moderate 1-mile hike. For women of all ages; register by
calling 303-678-6214 by Thursday, July 9.

Flora and Fauna of the MontaneWetlands and Forests
Saturday, July 18; 10:00am to noon

Mud Lake Open Space; 2 miles north of Nederland on
County Road 126; meet at parking lot kiosk

Escape the summer heat and join volunteer naturalists Nancy
Beaudrot, Thereseieper and Leslie Larson for a moderate
2-mile hike through scenic open spaé&’ll discuss the ways
animals survive and thrive and how to identify various trees,
shrubs and wild"owersWe'll end our hike at a spectacular site
for a picnic# Bring binoculars if you have them.

Images / summer 2009
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Summer Catfish Nights

Wednesdays , June 24, July 22 and August 19
7:30to 11 p.m.

Fairgrounds Lake, Hover Road &
Boston Avenue in Longmont
Bring your family and friends
and enjoy a summer night

Ishing at the lake# Anglers

must have current Colorado
Ishing license (kids under

16 years don’t need license).
Open to shore !shing only. No
live bait (however ,worms and
stink bait are okay) Check-in
required at parking lot area

off BostonAvenue. For more
information, call 303-678-6204.

~\

Join volunteer naturalists Ellen Smith and Barl\iidis for an

easy 1-mile hike exploring the scenic montane forest of Caribou
Ranch Open Spac¥ou will learn to identify a variety of
coniferous trees using a simple dichotomous key, and talk about
forest ecology and management issues.

Living in Lion and Bear Country

Saturday, August 15; 9:00am to 11:00am

Heil Valley Ranch; North of Boulder off Lefthand Canyon
Drive; meet at group picnic shelter

Join volunteer naturalists for a moderate 1-mile hike and learn
about the ecology and behavior of our local mountain lions and
black bears. As we hike along the Lichen Loop, we'll talk about
why the foothills are such good habitat for lions and bears.
We'll also discuss hunting and feeding habits, and what to do if
you meet a lion or bear.

13



Discover Boulder County

A CALENDAR OF NATURAL AND CULTURAL HISTORY EVE

From drumbeats and smoke signals, to message couriers, to the
telegraph, the telephone, and now the cell phone, the methods
by which humans communicate with one another have been
steadily evolving for thousands of years. The most amazing
technological advancements however have occurred in the past
100 years or so. Join Cultural Histofglunteer, HAM Radio
Operator, and RetiréBelecommunications Engineer Bob

Dornan for a fascinating look at the development of modern
communications.
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Caribou Ranch Spring Closure is
Lifted on July 1

On July 1st, Caribou Ranch Open Space will reopen to
visitors from sunrise to sunset. (The annual spring closure e
on June 30.) As July progresses, many of the plains and foot
wild"owers will disappear, but plant life at Caribou Ranch will
just begin their colorful season. If you would like to escape t
sizzling summer days on the plains, come discover the diver
vegetation at Caribou Ranch Open Space.

The current trail system, 4.5 miles roundtrip, is open to
hikers and equestrians only. Mountain biking is not permitted
due to restrictions speci'ed in the purchase agreement. Also,
dogs are not permitted on the open space for wildlife habitat
water quality protection.

For additional information about the property, visit the
department’s web pagew&atvw.BoulderCountyOpenSpace.org

The Finest Collection of Antique
Automobiles in the Region

Make sure you visit the Dougherty Museum this summer
The museum’s collection of beautifully restored automobiles
— most in running condition — includes models powered by
steam, electricity and early internal combustion types. Other
artifacts include farm equipment and machinery dating back
more than 100 years.

Museum hours Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays,

11am to 5pm.

Location: one mile south of Longmont on the

east side of US %287

Admission: $5 for adults, $3 for children ages 6 — 12 years ol
and free for kids under 6 years of age. (Those who sign

the guest book can return, free of charge, for the rest of the
summer) For private group tours call 303-776-2520.

This 1915 Stanley Steamer is part of the collection at the Doughert]
Museum. In this vehicle the driver sat in the back steering with a
lever. The front seat was reserved for passengers.

Images / summer 2009

In Closing
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Read Images Online

Did you misplace your current copy of Imag&gan to
revisit an article in an older issue? It's easy - you can access
Images online.

To access Images online:

1. Visit www.BoulderCountyOpenSpace.org

2. Click on the QuickLinks dropdown menu at the top of the
page

Select Images Newslett&fou can get the current edition as
well as back issues (going back two years).

3.
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PARKS & OPEN SPACE DEPARTMENT

5201 St. Vrain Road
Longmont, CO 80503
303-678-6200

www.BoulderCountyOpenSpace.org

Hall Ranch
Rabbit Mountain
Heil Valley Ranch

Agricultural Heritage
Museum at
Lohr/Mcintosh Farm

Pella Crossing
Boulder County Fairgrounds
Lagerman Reservoir

Ozzrxe—xI

Lefthand Valley Grange

Beech Open Space

Niwot Loop Trail

Twin Lakes

James F. Bailey Assay Museum
Bald Mountain Scenic Area
Walden Ponds Wildlife Habitat
Betasso Preserve
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Legion Park
Caribou Ranch
Mud Lake
Walker Ranch
Flagg Park
Coal Creek Tralil

Carolyn Holmberg Preserve
at Rock Creek Farm



