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The Return of the Bald Eagle
by Michael Morton 

 
Whether you are gazing at your " rst bald eagle or you have seen them many 

times over, catching a glimpse of our national symbol soaring, " shing, ! ushing 
waterfowl or simply resting in a tree never fails to bring a rush of excitement to 
even the most experienced birder.

The " rst thing that catches your attention is simply their size. I will never forget 
spotting my " rst wild bald eagle majestically perched in a large ponderosa pine tree 
along the southwestern shore of Flathead Lake in Montana in 1998. I cherished the 
moment as if it was the " rst and last eagle I would ever see. I was lucky enough to 
have this particular eagle cooperate in a close range photo shoot before launching 
out over the lake. Fortunately, I spotted several more before the end of that trip and 
so many since that I can no longer keep track.  

Approaching the end of a four-decade position on the Endangered Species List, 
bald eagles seem to be well past the comeback stage. News headlines are positive, 
with many states recording record numbers of nests and " rst-time nesters.   

However, this was not always the case. Bald eagles have come a long way from 
the 417 pairs total that existed in the 1960s. It is estimated that there are now close 
to 7,000 breeding pairs of bald eagles in the lower 48 states. Bald eagles are now 
nesting here and in other similar habitats throughout the Plains and the Midwest 
where they were absent for almost 100 years. The cause of their famous decline 
was the increasing use of pesticides, loss of habitat, poaching, and legal elimination 
under predator-control laws.  

The primary culprit for the decreasing number of bald eagles after World 
War II was the use of DDT in farming. In a nutshell, DDT would make its way from 
agricultural " elds to lakes and streams. Once predatory birds ate " sh or other birds 
that fed from the water source they would experience a reduction in the ability to 
physiologically process calcium, which would cause eggs to break prior to hatching. 
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Chris Filardi, a Biodiversity Scientist with the American Mu-
seum of Natural History said that the discovery was ironically 
through museums and egg collectors.  Egg collectors could 
no longer “blow” the eggs to preserve them and they began to 
measure and document the fact that eggs were thinning. This 
ultimately caught the public’s attention in Rachel Carson’s 1962 
book, Silent Spring, and legislation banning the use of DDT 
followed 10 years later. In the 1980s, Barr Lake, in Adams 
County, was the only nesting site in eastern Colorado. Today 
there are about 60 nesting pairs in Colorado—up to four pairs 
have recently nested or attempted to nest in Boulder County.

The bald eagle is the second largest bird of prey in North 
America behind the California condor.  It has a length of just 
under three feet and a six and a half foot wingspan. This is 
considerably larger than the red-tailed hawk and other hawks 
that we see commonly perched on phone lines, fence posts and 
cottonwood trees, but similar in size to the golden eagle, which 
is more commonly found in Boulder County. Females lay one 
to three eggs in a nest that can be up to eight feet across and is 
typically located in the tops of tall trees near water. After about 
a 35-day incubation period, with both the male and female 
sharing the incubating duties, the chicks are born. They will 
then ! edge from the nest roughly 12 weeks later. Upon ! edg-
ing, the chicks appear fully-grown but are dark brown. They do 
not come to resemble what we envision as the national symbol, 
with the brilliant white head and tail feathers, until they are four 
years old. They will also begin breeding at that time.

In 1784, Ben Franklin described the bald eagle as having 
“bad moral character” and criticized its willingness to steal a 
" sh from an osprey, or “" sh hawk,” as it was known back then. 
Franklin would have been more correct had he complimented 
them on their ability to seize opportunity instead of expending 
energy or risking injury.

The eagle’s diet consists primarily of " sh, rabbits, musk-
rats, geese, carrion and locally, prairie dogs, which they capture 
through what is known as “kleptoparasitism.” This means a bald 
eagle will steal a prairie dog from another raptor by causing it to 
drop or abandon it.

Eagles in Boulder County 
You do not have to travel to Montana or any other isolated 

and rugged location to spot a bald eagle. Colorado has become 
a popular wintering site for migrating eagles that breed further 
north. We now have about 800 bald eagles that spend their win-
ters in Colorado and can be seen roughly between Thanksgiving 
and President’s Day.

During the winter months there are some excellent loca-
tions to see them in Boulder County. Lagerman Reservoir, 
Legion Park, and Walden Ponds Wildlife Habitat are Boulder 
County open space properties where your chances are very good 
of not only seeing one, but several. Bald eagles are scheduled 
to be de-listed from the Endangered Species List in February 
2007. Hopefully sightings of this living national symbol will 
only continue to become more common in future years.  

Editor’s note: This is the " rst in a two-part series about eagles. Read about 

golden eagles in the spring issue#

Ask Not What Birds 
Can Do for Us
by Megan Bohannon

As the snow and cold of the winter months set in, I wonder 
why I never migrated. But I’m not the only one who stays in 
Boulder County to stick it out during the coldest season. Ac-
cording to a representative from Wild Birds Unlimited in Boul-
der, birds that don’t migrate and are adapted to winter climates 
include the magpie, nuthatch, chickadee, house " nch, starling, 
woodpecker, blue jay and robin.

Many of these birds are adapted seedeaters. During the fall 
and winter months, weeds and grasses come to a head and seeds 
are readily available for birds to feed.  In December 2005, the 
Boulder County Bird and Wildlife Inventories reported 123 bird 
species sighted within the month. 

As temperatures and leaves drop, many birds rely on blue-
stem grasses, wild sun! ower seeds, and wheatgrass as a major 
source of food. One way to help our " ne-feathered friends is 
to leave lots of native grasses in our yards. As tempting as it is 
to cut down and clear out the yard, the birds will " nd all of the 
grasses and weeds bene" cial for feeding. 

Heated water feeders and seed dishes are also helpful in 
maintaining a stable food intake for the birds. Some argue that 
birds become dependent on feeders. However, only about 5 to 
10 percent of birds’ daily food intake comes from bird feeders. 
Also, even if you stop leaving out food, they will move on and 
" nd it elsewhere. 

Whether you would like to leave food out for a day, a week, 
a month or continuously, the birds will surely stop by to dine. 
An avid bird-watcher would not reveal the secrets learned from 
favorite seeds preferred by particular birds. However, some 
suggested seeds were niger, suet, white millet seed and the 
readily-available black sun! ower seed which can be purchased 
at almost any marketplace. Spice up your scenery with colorful 
feathers, distinct personalities, and a show that’s much cheaper 
than going to the movies. Be sure to place the feeder in a spot 
with a lot of shrubbery for shelter, and high enough to avoid 
domestic cat predation and squirrel infestation.

Feature Articles



 4 Images / winter 2006

The Real Estate Division has been hard at work this past 
year securing properties critical to maintaining and preserving 
open spaces in Boulder County. Many of these properties pro-
vide a buffer between developed areas. Others connect existing 
protected open space to prevent the fragmentation of precious 
ecosystems or agricultural land that may one day be restored 
to native grasslands.  The process can be long and complex, 
sometimes taking decades to complete. It can involve contract 
negotiations with diverse ownership groups, complicated sur-
veying and boundary issues, and coordination with other county 
agencies and local governments.  Here are just a few of the key 
acquisitions made by Boulder County this past year. Please note 
that that these properties are not currently open to the public, 
they are either under management planning or still inhabited by 
private owners.

Stephenson/Nelson Property
166 acres, joint purchase

Boulder County and the City of Lafayette jointly pur-
chased 166 acres south of Flagg Park, east of Lafayette at 120th 
Street and South Boulder Road. One of the key features of the 
Stephenson/Nelson property is the con! uence of Rock Creek 
and Coal Creek and the opportunity it provides for a regional 
trail connection. Lafayette recently designated 58 acres of the 
property (a 40-acre parcel containing the creek con! uence 
along with a 600-foot buffer at the county line) as proposed 
open space in its Comprehensive Plan. This purchase enabled 
that vision to be ful" lled. The acquisition of this property also 
connected the Haselwood, Armstrong, Serrano, Madrigal and 
McClain Open Spaces to the north with the County’s Archdio-
cese Open Space to the south. This completes a large buffer area 
east of Lafayette, in addition to the Boulder County open space 
buffer already existing to the southeast. Most of the land now 
preserved was zoned for industrial development in Lafayette.  
The county’s contribution to the purchase price was $2,081,100.

Zweck Family Farm
210 acres, option-to-purchase 

This 225-acre farm is one of the oldest farms in Boulder 
County. It was " rst homesteaded by George Zweck in 1863 
and has remained in the Zweck family ever since. The historic 
farmstead is set back from Airport Road on the north side of St. 
Vrain Creek. The main house was originally built in 1881. The 
Zweck family wanted to continue farming and living on their 
property, so Boulder County entered into a 20-year option-
to-purchase agreement to purchase approximately 210 acres 
of their property; the Zwecks will retain small lots around the 
existing houses on their property. The purchase will take place 

20 years from the date of the agreement or three months after 
the Zwecks notify the county they’re ready to close, whichever 
comes " rst.

This property has long been a priority open space acquisi-
tion because of its wonderful riparian corridor on St. Vrain 
Creek, its historical signi" cance, its value as an urban buffer, 
and for the opportunity it provides to build a connection on the 
St. Vrain Trail between Airport Road and Pella Crossing. The 
Zweck property is especially valuable to open space concerns 
because it is in Longmont’s Planning Area, and would likely be 
developed in the future.  

The county will pay annual option payments of $262,500, 
calculated at 5 percent of the total purchase price of $5,250,000.

Westphal/Stone/Buffalo Park 
128 acres, joint purchase
BLM Land Grant
849 acres, land grant

Westphal, Stone and Buffalo Park are three adjacent parcels 
(purchased simultaneously from three different owners) that 
make a roughly triangular assemblage in southern Boulder 
County. This important purchase made in partnership with the 
City of Boulder adds about 128 acres south of Walker Ranch. 
This purchase creates an opportunity for trail connections to ex-
isting trails in the surrounding preserved lands. It is surrounded 
on three sides by county and state open space and parks. The 
purchase also prevents future building on this site, which has 
a desirable location on a hilltop with a southern exposure. The 
site is primarily forested and offers outstanding views of the 
continental divide, the South Boulder Creek drainage, and the 
plains. The county’s share of the $685,000 total purchase price 
was $456,667 for the fee interest; the City of Boulder holds a 
conservation easement over the properties.

These three properties are adjacent to 849 acres of land 
recently granted by the United States Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM). The land grant, which is adjacent to Eldorado 
Canyon State Park, was part of the county’s Walker Recre-
ational & Public Purposes Act (R&PPA) application submitted 
in 1983—23 years ago#

These properties join a large area of publicly held lands 
encompassing approximately 18,000 acres under various gov-
ernment ownerships, including the City of Boulder, Eldorado 
Canyon State Park, the Denver Water Board and the federal 
government. The R&PPA was enacted in 1954 by Congress to 
meet the growing demand for outdoor recreation after World 
War II. The current act allows the federal government to convey 
or lease lands to state and local governments for recreation and 
public purposes.

2006 Open Space Acquisitions 
Connecting Open Spaces and Preserving Ecosystems

by Vivienne Jannatpour
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Olson Property
98 acres, purchase

Acquisition of the Olson property has been a priority for 
Boulder County for years. The county now owns approximately 
98 acres of mostly level grassland with some hillside adjacent 
to Heil Valley Ranch in south Lyons. The Town of Lyons owns 
approximately 10 adjacent acres located in the northeast corner 
of the former Olson property. This land provides important 
habitat for prairie dogs and ground-nesting birds and the preda-
tors that hunt them, like raptors, coyotes and bobcats. There are 
two known golden eagle nests within a mile of the property. 
The threat of annexation and subdivision of this open landscape 
in an area adjacent to such a high pro" le open space property 
added a particular sense of urgency to this purchase. By acquir-
ing the property, the county also solidi" ed the opportunity for 
the much-anticipated trail connection from Heil Valley Ranch to 
Lyons, as well as a trailhead and parking near Bohn Park in Ly-
ons. The total purchase price for this property was $2,900,000.

Rice Sisters Northern Parcel 
35 acres, conservation easement

Boulder County acquired a conservation easement on 35 
acres of vacant land concurrently purchased by the City of 
Boulder from Jenna and Traven Rice. These 35 acres constitute 
the “northern parcel” of the Rice Sisters’ property. The City of 
Boulder separately acquired an adjacent conservation easement 
over an additional 44 acres known as the “southern parcel.” The 

northern parcel has been designated as a Habitat Conservation 
Area. This designation is used for properties covering large 
blocks of land with few, if any, trails and roads. This designa-
tion recognizes the property as an excellent example of a natu-
rally functioning ecosystem and its preservation as compatible 
with adjacent uses.

A key value of this property is its location near several 
existing open space areas including Walker Ranch, a Denver 
Water Board property, and the City of Boulder’s Mountain 
Parks property that encompasses Devil’s Thumb and South 
Boulder Peaks.

The property also contains important wildlife habitat, in-
cluding ponderosa pine woodlands and dense west-facing mixed 
conifer forest. It has the potential for several state rare and sen-
sitive plant, shrub and riparian communities. The conservation 
easements include provisions protecting wildlife habitat and 
migration routes, forest management and off-road motorized 
vehicle use, and restrictions on hunting, mining and agriculture. 
The property is designated as “open corridor, streamside” on the 
Boulder County Open Space Plan map and is on a designated 
travel route on the Archaeologically Sensitive Areas map.

The county contributed $100,000 to the City of Boulder’s 
$500,000 purchase price in exchange for the conservation ease-
ment over the 35-acre northern parcel.

For more information on open space acquisitions, please 
contact the Real Estate Division at (303) 678-6200.

South Boulder Creek at Walker Ranch: New acquisitions will add 128 acres adjacent to this open space

Real Estate
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For many people, the winter season is a time to rest, re! ect, 
and rejuvenate. Some people welcome the chance to slow down 
after a busy, fun-" lled summer. Some people simply switch 
gears. The body may slow down, but the mind begins to play 
with the possibilities of next spring. Yes, wintertime is the time 
when garden fanatics like me begin to plan our spring gardens, 
and what better inspiration than our own backyard# This past 
summer I was amazed at the many incredible combinations of 
! o wers and grasses found in the foothills of Boulder County. 
Hike any of the Boulder County Parks and Open Space prop-
erties and you are sure to " nd enough inspiration to keep you 
dreaming up garden plans all winter. With such abundant beauty 
in your own backyard, why look further?

The Native Garden in Spring
Abundant beauty is no exaggeration. When I sat down to 

list the ! owers in our parks I was overwhelmed. Needless to 
say, I will only have room to tell you about a few of them. Let’s 
start with the stunning beauty of the sand lily (Leucocrinum 
montanum). One of the earliest blooming natives, ! owering be-
tween April and June, the sand lily has narrow, grass-like leaves 
and white, star-like ! owers. It grows up to eight inches high, 
making it a perfect plant for the front of your garden.  

To add some color to your spring garden, try planting 
chiming bells (Mertensia lanceolata), yellow sundrops (Caly-
lophus serrulatus), spiderwort (Tradescantia occidentalis), and 
Rocky Mountain iris (Iris missouriensis). Chiming bells have 
lance-shaped leaves and purple ! owers and grow to about eight 
inches high. Yellow sundrops are bushy in form, and can grow 
anywhere from eight to 20 inches high. Blooming from April 
through July, this member of the evening primrose family is, 
like most natives, heat and drought tolerant, and a spectacular 

addition to the native garden. Adding spiderwort and Rocky 
Mountain iris will provide vertical texture to your garden, as 
well as beautiful purple ! owers.  There are also three native 
phloxes, including Phlox multi! ora, which looks like your 
garden-variety pink phlox—a must for any spring garden. 

Other spring bloomers include the scarlet globemallow 
(Sphaeraloea coccinea) and the white mouse-ear chickweed 
(Cerastium strictum). Don’t let the weed word bother you. A 
relative of the popular garden ! ower snow-in-summer (Ceras-
tium tomentosum), chickweed begins blooming in early spring 
and blooms into summer. This ! ower will not reseed as read-
ily as its non-native relative, requiring much less maintenance 
for the already hard-working gardener. Blooming from April 
through July and reaching a height of 20 inches, the beautiful 
scarlet globemallow belongs in the back border of your garden. 
Also, if you don’t have pets, try planting the unfortunately 
poisonous larkspur (Delphinium nuttalianum). This beautiful 
purple-! owered plant blooms from March through July and is a 
beautiful alternative to its highly hybridized cousin. 

Summer Splendor
Summer choices for the native garden seem almost limit-

less. The grey-leaved pussytoes (Antennaria spp.) adds nice 
contrast to your native garden.  Antennaria parvifolia and 
Antennaria rosea can be found at Betasso Preserve and Bald 
Mountain. These two parks typically have an abundant array 
of wild! owers, including blanket ! ower (Gaillardia aristata), 
common geranium (Geranium caespitosum), wild candy-
tuft (Noccaea montana), harebell (Campanula rotundifolia), 
stonecrop (Amerosedum lanceolatum), and four daisy species 
(Erigeron species). 

Other beautiful summer bloomers include Mexican hat, 
also known as prairie cone! ower (Ratibida columifera), which 

Backyard Abundance
by Janette Cooper

Mountain Phlox

Mouse Ear Chickweed
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! o wers from June through September; black-eyed susan (Rud-
beckia hirta), an even longer blooming native, blooming from 
June-October; and, of course, the Colorado blue columbine 
(Aquilegia caerulea), which blooms from June through August. 
The native blue ! ax (Adenolinum lewisii) is also beautiful. But, 
if you want to stick with natives, be aware that most of the blue 
! ax sold is non-native.

And then there is my favorite, the Penstemon family. There 
are so many beautiful penstemon species in Colorado, and they 
all deserve a place in the native garden. The most common pen-
stemon in our parks is probably the blue Rocky Mountain pen-
stemon (Penstemon grandi! orus), also known as beardtongue. 
Boulder County Parks and Open Space also plays host to the 
one-sided, or sidebells, penstemon (Penstemon secundi! orus), 
and the foothills, or green, penstemon (Penstemon virens).

Fall: Flowers and Foliage
As summer turns to fall, my attention tends to shift from 

! o wers to foliage.  Native gardens provide both, as the long-
blooming ! owers of summer, such as black-eyed susan and 
harebells, are joined by white yarrow (Achillea lanulosa), hairy 
golden aster (Heterotheca villosa), pinnate-leaf gilia (Gilia 
pinnati" da), dwarf goldenrod (Solidago nana), and, my favorite 
fall ! ower, the purple dotted gayfeather (Liatris punctata). The 
silver fringed sage (Artemisia frigida) and prairie sage (Arte-
misia ludoviciana), add wonderful contrast to the garden, as do 
the reddening geranium leaves, and the seedheads of the black-
eyed susan and blanket! ower. Grasses, an essential addition to 
any garden, become especially noticeable in the fall when their 
leaves turn red. Native grasses include the knee high side oats 
grama (Bouteloua curtipendula), and little bluestem (Schizachy-
rium scoparium). Taller grasses for your back border include 
big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii), switchgrass (Panicum 
virgatum), and yellow Indian grass (Sorghastrum nutans).  

Why Garden with Natives?
There are many reasons to garden with native plants. First 

of all, they are beautiful. And, more practically, they are adapted 
to our poor soils and harsh weather, which means they require 
little water and attention. They attract native pollinators, but 
wildlife can have native plants anytime, so will eat your neigh-
bor’s non-native ! owers instead. Also, many non-native plants, 
at one time recommended for their perseverance, have escaped 
the garden and are now considered to be noxious weeds. These 
plants include dame’s rocket (Hesperis matronalis), oxeye daisy 
(Chrysanthemum leucanthemum), scentless chamomile (Mat-
ricaria perforate), bouncing bet (Saponaria of" cinalis), myrtle 
spurge, also known as donkeytail spurge (Euphorbia myrsin-
ites), Dalmatian toad! ax, and yellow toad! ax (Linaria genisti-
folia ssp. dalmatica and Linaria vulgaris).

Be careful when buying seed packets labeled “Colorado 
wild! ower mix,” or any mixes. Most mixed-seed packets do 
not list individual plants and many contain invasive species. 
Instead, buy individual seed types separately after making sure 
they are safe for your area.

Hopefully this list of beautiful native wild! owers will in-
spire you. Planning any garden can be overwhelming, especially 
with so many ! owers to choose from. However, the rewards 
you receive from your native garden will be well worth the ef-
fort. Soon you will be enjoying your own backyard abundance.

Rocky Mountain Pemstamone

Sand Lily

Wild! owers
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Vermont is famous for its deciduous oaks, elms and maps, 
Hawaii for its koas and palms. But in the foothills of western 
Boulder County it’s the conifers that rule. Coniferous trees are 
generally evergreen, have needle-like leaves, and produce cones 
(yup, that’s where the word conifer comes from). Conifers act 
as a sort of altimeter for hikers: as the elevation changes, so 
does the kind of conifer you are likely to encounter. 

In the lower foothills, the ponderosa pine is king. Some-
times called “yellow pine” for the color of its wood, the 
ponderosa is probably the most widespread tree in the West. 
With orange-reddish (some call it cinnamon-colored) bark and 
tough three-needle clusters, the ponderosa is easy to identify.  If 
you crush a needle, you may smell turpentine or citrus. If you 
sniff—yes, sniff#—its south-facing bark on a sunny day, what 
will you smell? Some say vanilla, others say butterscotch.  Put 
your nose to bark to " nd out for yourself.

If you are lucky, while snif" ng around you may hear 
the scrabbling of an Abert’s, or tassel-eared, squirrel. These 
specialized dark-furred squirrels are ecologically dependent 
on the ponderosa pine, their host species. Abert’s squirrels eat 
the seeds, buds, and inner bark of the ponderosa and have even 
been known to eat dwarf mistletoe, a parasitic plant that weak-
ens the tree.

In a healthy ponderosa forest, the trees grow tall (up to 150 
feet) with few low branches. They grow far apart, making a 
healthy ponderosa pine forest the perfect setting for hiking trails 
or picnics. You may have noticed I’ve said “healthy” twice in 
the last two sentences. What makes for a healthy forest? Fire. 
Naturally occurring " res (usually from lightning) clear out the 
underbrush and smaller seedlings, while encouraging pine seeds 
to sprout. Fewer trees means more light reaching the next gen-
eration of ponderosa pines. As for the mature trees, their thick, 
corky bar gives them resistance to ground " res.

However, when humans suppress " re, ponderosa forests 
grow crowded. Too many trees grow, both blocking sunlight and 
competing for it. The trees stay skinny and shorter—what natu-
ralists sometimes call “dog-hair” thickets. When " res do burn 
out of control, huge amounts of small-tree and lower branch 
“ladder” fuel is available, causing what should have been a low-
intensity ground " re to turn into catastrophic one. 

As you move higher in elevation (6,000 to 10,000 feet), you 
will " nd ponderosas mixing with a different tree—the lodge-
pole pine. The lodgepole is a dual-personality tree. In its lower 
range, the lodgepole lives up to its name, with its straight trunk 
reaching 100 feet. These tall trunks were ideal for indigenous 
peoples who used them as center poles for lodges and teepees.  

So why does this straight-trunked tree have the Latin name, 
Pinus Contorta, or “contorted pine?” In its highest range, where 
they are more exposed to the elements, strong winds and heavy 
snow twist the pines into gnarled or knotted shapes. Hence the 
name “contorta.”

Unlike the thick-barked ponderosa pine, lodgepole bark 
rarely exceeds a half-inch thick. This reduces the tree’s resis-
tance to " re. To balance this vulnerability, lodgepole pine cones 

have developed a striking adaptation. The cones are serotinous, 
or “late developing.” No, these cones aren’t slow learners, but 
are intentionally sealed shut by a naturally occurring resin that 
bonds the cone scales. In fact, lodgepole unopened cones may 
hang on a branch for years. However, when " re strikes and tem-
peratures rise to about 120 degrees Fahrenheit, the resin melts 
and the cone opens, releasing seeds. This is good timing, as a 
" r e intense enough to melt the resin usually kills or damages the 
tree. Thus, as the mature tree dies, a young tree begins its life. 

While this is a smart reproductive strategy for lodgepoles 
in areas subject to intense " res, it doesn’t work as well for those 
in less " re-prone areas. Here again, the lodgepole has learned 
to adapt. Researchers have discovered that stands damaged by 
insects, avalanche, or high winds, are replaced by lodgepoles 
with non-serotinous cones—cones that don’t require high heat 
for their seeds to be released.

The ponderosa and lodgepole pines are just two of the coni-
fers found in Boulder County.  What conifer can live to be 2,000 
years old? Which tree’s cones are purported to shelter a mouse 
escaping from a hungry hawk? Explore the fascinating world of 
Boulder County conifers and " nd out.

Pining Away in the Foothills
by Ellen Orleans

Vegetation
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A Call for  2007 Research Projects
The Resource Management Division is offering small 

grants for research and biological inventories on open space 
lands. The purpose of the grants is to increase the scienti" c 
knowledge of ecosystems found in Boulder County and visitor 
effects on them. The department will use the information gained 
through this research to improve natural resource and park-
visitor management. 

Small grants may be awarded up to $5,000. The follow-
ing is a list of priorities for research projects, but proposals for 
projects other than these are welcome:

• Effects of forest management on the understory in 
montane forests

• Wildlife species comparisons between thinned and 
unthinned ponderosa or lodgepole pine forests

• Evaluation of integrated noxious weed management 
techniques

• Surveys or inventories of the Abert’s squirrel, porcu-
pine, or Mexican spotted owl on open space

• Short- and long-term prairie dog ecology studies
• Comparison of 

wildlife occurrence 
and abundance 
on restored prairie 
versus native prairie

• Evaluation of res-
toration techniques 
for former agricul-
tural lands, particu-
larly diversity of 
plants restored

• Evaluation of selec-
tivity of rangeland 
herbicides on native 
! o ra

• Impacts of various 
forms of passive 
recreation on 
native wildlife near trails on open space

• Boulder County’s Latino and Hispanic residents’ 
perception of open space and amenities

• Boulder County residents’ opinions about carrying 
capacity indicators on open space

• Park visitors opinions about carrying capacity manage-
ment strategies

For information about proposal guidelines, please visit the 
department’s webpage at www.BoulderCountyOpenSpace.org 
or contact Therese Glowacki, Manager of Resource 
Management Division, at (303) 678-6206 or tglowacki@
co.boulder.co.us.  The deadline for proposals is Wednesday, 
January 31, 2007, at 4:30pm. 

Bravo! Parks and Open Space 
Receives a Conservation Award

by Bridgette McCarthy 

In October 2006, Boulder County received a Starburst 
Conservation Award from the Colorado Lottery for its use of a 
$420,000 Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) grant to help fund 
a conservation easement over the Cal-Wood property located 
west of Jamestown. Boulder County Parks and Open Space 
preserved this 977-acre property in 2005, forever protecting its 
resources and heritage. 

The conservation values of Cal-Wood were numerous. 
Abundant wildlife is present, including elk, deer, mountain 
lions, bears, bobcats and an enormous variety of small mam-
mals and birds. Cal-Wood is also part of an important migration 
corridor used by the Indian Peaks elk herd during their summer 
and winter migration. At the time of purchase of this conser-
vation easement, Cal-Wood was one of few remaining large, 
contiguous private mountain land holdings in Boulder County 
and provided an important refuge for native wildlife 

and plants.  
This transaction offered 

added social values, as the 
property owners are now us-
ing the proceeds from the sale 
of the conservation easement 
to support the Cal-Wood 
Education Center, which 
is located on the property.  
Cal-Wood was established 
by Oral and Roger Calvert to 
further the Calvert’s dream 
and vision of providing en-
vironmental resources to the 
public, especially children.  

In 2006, the Colorado 
Lottery created a new cat-
egory, the Starburst Conserva-

tion Awards. It was created to recognize conservation projects 
in its annual proceeds award contest in addition to the Starburst 
Community Awards that include only GOCO-funded recreation 
projects. “Many of the projects accomplished with GOCO dol-
lars are oriented toward conservation projects, but the way we 
structured the awards program in 1992 favored active recreation 
uses,” said Lottery Director Peggy Gordon. “Both types of 
projects are important, so we’ve been working with GOCO, the 
Colorado Open Space Alliance, and the Colorado Coalition of 
Land Trusts to put together a program that recognizes both,” 
she adds.

For more information about the Cal-Wood Education 
Center, contact Rafael Sagado at (303) 449-0603. For more 
information about the Colorado Lottery Starburst Conserva-
tion Award, contact Linh Truong/Colorado Lottery at (303) 
759-6872.  For more information about GOCO, contact Chris 
Leding at (303) 226-4530.

Department Highlights
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%% The last Thursday of every month, the Boulder County Parks and Open Space De-
partment hosts a senior’s hike at a County park. Join us for an enjoyable, informal, 
and slow-paced hike through your open space#

%% All programs begin at 10:00am and end by noon. 
%% Hikes will include information about an area’s history, wildlife and current resource 

management projects, unless speci" ed otherwise.  
%% We’ll meet you at the park entrance kiosk, unless another location is indicated 

below.
%% NO REGISTRATION IS NECESSARY. For more information and directions to 

open space properties, please call (303) 678-6214.

January 25  Carolyn Holmberg Preserve at Rock Creek Farm 
  (meet at Stearns Lake parking lot on South 104th St.)

February 22  Pella Crossing Open Space 

March 29  Agricultural Heritage Center at Lohr/McIntosh Farm

April 26  Rabbit Mountain Open Space 

May 31  Betasso Preserve

June 28  Bald Mountain Scenic Area

July 26  Caribou Ranch Open Space 

August 30  Heil Valley Ranch Open Space 

September 27  Mud Lake Open Space 

October 25  Walker Ranch Open Space 
 (meet at Meyers Homestead Trailhead)       

November 29  Hall Ranch Open Space

December 27  Walden Ponds Wildlife Habitat 

Seniors Nature Hikes 2007
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Nature Studies
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Discover Boulder County

ALL PROGRAMS

We welcome all ages unless otherwise noted. NO 
PETS PLEASE# Be prepared for cold temperatures and 
dress for the weather including hiking shoes/boots. It’s 
usually a good idea to bring sunscreen and drinking 
water to an outdoor winter program too.

For more information about these programs, or to 
arrange a volunteer-led program for your group, please 
call (303) 678-6214. See the back cover for a map of 
park locations.

Seniors Nature Hike
Thursday, December 28; 10:00am to noon
Walden Ponds Wil dlife Habitat; west of 75th Street between 
Valmont Road and Jay Road
Join us for an informal, slow-paced hike at Walden Ponds Wild-
life Habitat. Learn about the area’s history, wildlife and current 
resource management projects. Meet at the Cottonwood Marsh 
parking area. 

Winter Bir d Walk For Beginners  
Saturday January 6; 9:30am to11:00am 
Walden Ponds Wil dlife Habitat Area; west of 75th Street be-
tween Valmont Road and Jay Road. Meet around the bend 
at the Cottonwood Marsh picnic shelter. 
Join volunteer naturalists Mary Charbonneau and Keith Brunell 
at Walden Ponds and see for yourself what the increasing popu-
larity of bird-watching is all about. This program will be geared 
to beginning birders of all ages. Spotting scopes and binoculars 
will be available for viewing birds “up close,” as we look for 
eagles, owls, ducks, gulls, and any other birds that might be 
out and about in wintertime. We’ll introduce you to some of 
the common bird families, highlight basic " eld marks used for 
identi" cation, and compare popular bird " eld guides. 

Walking Tour of the Agricultural Heritage Center
Saturday, January 6; 11:00am to 12:30pm
 —and—
Saturday, February 3; 11:00am to 12:30pm
Agricultural Heritage Center, 8348 Hwy 66 in Longmont
The Agricultural Heritage Center interprets agricultural life in 
Boulder County between 1900 and 1925 when farming families 
prospered during the coming of the Modern Age. The farm-
house is furnished with period furniture, and interactive exhibits 
in the large red barn will give you a feel for Boulder County 
farming and ranching practices in the early 20th century. The 
Heritage Center will be open from 10:00am to 5:00pm on the 
Saturdays noted above. You are welcome to join a tour of the 
site at 11:00am or wander around on your own.

Snow and Winter Ecology Hike
Sunday, January 14; 1:00pm to 3:00pm
Caribou Ranch Open Space; two miles north of Nederland 
on County Road 126; meet at park kiosk
Snow is an amazing substance# It changes form, it’s sculpted 
by the wind into beautiful shapes, it insulates, it fractures into 
deadly avalanches, and also makes winter survival possible for 
many plants and animals. Join naturalist Larry Colbenson on 
a winter hike to explore the many properties of snow, and to 
examine the snowpack and learn how some plants and animals 
have adapted to life in the cold. Ski or hiking poles are 
recommended due to icy trail conditions. Everybody should be 
prepared to hike about two miles in snow, at elevations above 
8,000 feet. Children 10 years old and up are welcome.
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Discover Boulder County

ALL PROGRAMS

We welcome all ages unless otherwise noted. NO 
PETS PLEASE# Be prepared for cold temperatures and 
dress for the weather including hiking shoes/boots. It’s 
usually a good idea to bring sunscreen and drinking 
water to an outdoor winter program too.

For more information about these programs, or to 
arrange a volunteer-led program for your group, please 
call (303) 678-6214. See the back cover for a map of 
park locations.

Tri ckster Tales  
Saturday January 20; 1:00pm to 3:00pm
Rabbit Mountain Open Space; NE of Lyons on North 55th 
Street; meet at picnic shelter
Why do coyotes howl at night? Who messed up the night sky, 
and how did Coyote lose his eyeballs? Park Ranger Lynette 
Anderson will share stories about Old Man Coyote on a 
moderate two-mile hike.

A K id’s View of Raptors
Tuesday, January 23; 4:30pm to 6:00pm   
Lafayette Public Library, 775 west Baseline Road, Lafayette
Learn how to recognize birds of prey, or raptors—hawks, 
eagles, falcons, and owls—in the winter skies above Boulder 
County. During the slide presentation you’ll see some of these 
awesome birds up close and learn about where they live and 
what they eat. You will also get to see how your “wingspan” 
measures up against a hawk or eagle. This program is for 
families with elementary-age children.

Winter at the Walker Ranch Homestead
Saturday, January 27; 1:00pm to 3:00pm
Walker Ranch Homestead; 7701 Flagstaff Mountain Road, 
approximately 7.5 miles west of Boulder 
How did early settlers prepare for and survive the harsh winters 
of Colorado?  What did they do when they were snowed in for 
weeks at a time?  What were their evenings like without radio 
or television?  These questions and more will be answered as 
we explore the Walker Ranch homestead in winter.  In addition 
to a tour of the ranch, there will also be a working demonstra-
tion in the blacksmith shop and the log house will be " lled with 
wonderful smells of food being prepared on the woodstove. 
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Discover Boulder County

ALL PROGRAMS

We welcome all ages unless otherwise noted. NO 
PETS PLEASE# Be prepared for cold temperatures and 
dress for the weather including hiking shoes/boots. It’s 
usually a good idea to bring sunscreen and drinking 
water to an outdoor winter program too.

For more information about these programs, or to 
arrange a volunteer-led program for your group, please 
call (303) 678-6214. See the back cover for a map of 
park locations.

Track Tales – Snowshoe Hike
Saturday, February 3; 10:00am to 12:30pm
Caribou Ranch Open Space; two miles north of Nederland 
on County Road 126; meet at park kiosk  
Winter is the perfect time of year to learn about the story left 
behind by wildlife. Join park interpreter Michael Bauer for a 
snowshoe hike at Caribou Ranch to learn about predator/prey 
ecology and how to identify tracks and other clues left by winter 
wildlife. Participants should be prepared for a moderately 
strenuous two-mile hike above 8,000 feet, in cold and windy 
weather. Bring gaiters, snowshoes, binoculars, writing materi-
als, and lunch or a snack. Ski or hiking poles are also recom-
mended due to icy trail conditions.

Redwork: A Rural American Classic
Saturday, February 10; 1:00pm to 2:30pm
Meeting location provided upon registration
Come join cultural history volunteer Ruth Newell as she shares 
a little of the history and basic techniques behind redwork, the 
art of embroidering with red thread. All who attend will have a 
chance to take a piece of their own redwork home to " nish. The 
program is free and open to anyone eight years or older, and all 
materials will be provided. To register, call (303) 776-8848.

Winter in the Wil d
Sunday, February 11; 1:00pm to 2:30pm
Mud Lake Open Space; two miles north of Nederland on 
County Road 126
Hey kids# Bring your families and friends and join park inter-
preter Tiffany Fourment to explore the wild world of winter in 
the mountains# On this easy hike around Mud Lake, discover 
different ways that mountain plants and animals survive the 
winter, search for animal track “stories” in the snow, explore 
the “whys” and “hows” of snow itself, and more# Designed for 
elementary-age children and their families. Depending on snow 
conditions, snowshoes may be necessary.

Prairie Winter Hike 
Saturday, February 17; 1:00pm to 3:00pm
Carolyn Holmberg Preserve at Rock Creek Farm; 
South 104th Street, ½ mile south of Dillon Road, Louisville; 
meet at Stearns Lake Tra ilhead
Learn how grassland and wetland wildlife respond and adapt to 
winter on the prairie along the Colorado Front Range. Volunteer 
naturalists will lead this easy walk to explore and learn about 
the different winter strategies employed by wildlife that migrate 
through or are resident to the prairie ecosystems of Boulder 
County. 

Lions: From Persecution to Coexistence
Thursday, February 22; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
Boulder Public Library, Main Library, Boulder Creek 
Meeting Room, 11th Street and Arapahoe Avenue, Boulder
Despite urban development and highways, Boulder County 
boasts a thriving population of mountain lions. The big cats, 
rarely seen 50 to 100 years ago, are now more frequently ob-
served near trails and in yards, particularly in the foothills. How 
did this remarkable and once-maligned creature stage its stun-
ning comeback? Volunteer naturalists David Baron and Cathy 
Koczela will share the history and natural history of Front 
Range lions and provide tips on how Homo sapiens and Puma 
concolor can coexist.

Winter Weasel Walk
Sunday, February 25; 1:00pm to 3:00pm
Caribou Ranch Open Space; two miles north of Nederland 
on County Road 126; meet at park kiosk
Ferocious but secretive predators, weasels inhabit all life zones 
and ecosystems in Boulder County, from prairie to alpine tun-
dra. On this winter walk at Caribou Ranch, we’ll be primarily 
talking about and looking for signs of weasels that live in the 
mountains, including the long-tailed and short-tailed weasels, 
the American, or pine, marten, and the mink. Ski or hiking poles 
are recommended due to icy trail conditions. Everybody should 
be prepared to hike about two miles in snow, at elevations above 
8,000 feet. 
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Discover Boulder County

ALL PROGRAMS

We welcome all ages unless otherwise noted. NO 
PETS PLEASE# Be prepared for cold temperatures and 
dress for the weather including hiking shoes/boots. It’s 
usually a good idea to bring sunscreen and drinking 
water to an outdoor winter program too.

For more information about these programs, or to 
arrange a volunteer-led program for your group, please 
call (303) 678-6214. See the back cover for a map of 
park locations.

Slide Shows

Thursday, January 11; 7:00pm to 8:30pm 
Louisville Public Library, 951 Spruce Street, Louisville  

—and—

Tuesday, February 6; 7:00pm to 8:30pm
George Reynolds Branch, Boulder Public Library, 3595 
Table Mesa Drive, Boulder (over" ow parking available in 
King Soopers parking lot across the street)

Learn how to recognize birds of prey, or raptors—hawks, 
eagles, falcons, and owls—in the winter skies above Boulder 
County. During this slide presentation, you’ll observe and 
learn how to distinguish between different raptors by identify-
ing common " eld marks. You will also learn about the habitat 
requirements, behavior, and ecology of these magni" cent birds.

Driving Tours

Saturday, December 16; 10:00am to 1:00pm

Saturday, January 13; 10:00am to 1:00pm

Saturday, January 27; 9:30am to 2:30pm (extended tour)

Saturday, February 10; 10:00am to 1:00pm

Saturday, February 24; 9:30am to 2:30pm (extended tour)

Join Boulder County volunteer naturalists for a driving tour 
of some of Boulder County’s best areas to view birds of prey, 
or raptors. We will carpool from our meeting place, searching 
for raptors, learning about habitat and behavior, and working 
on our observation and identi" cation skills. Bring water, lunch 
or a snack, binoculars, spotting scopes, and a bird " eld guide 
if you have them. Children 10 years old and up are welcome. 
Register by calling (303) 678-6214 no later than the Thursday 
before each scheduled Saturday tour.  Meeting location will be 
provided to registered participants. 

Winter’s Birds of Prey
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In Closing

Tra il Cam Pic of the Quarter

This bear was captured on " lm in early 
September on the hillside above the DeLonde 
meadow at Caribou Ranch.  It is emerging 
from a large chokecherry patch, trying to add 
weight before entering hibernation in late 
October, early November.  Previous observa-
tions have seen as many as four bears on this 
hillside in September, as well as elk, deer, 
and red-tailed hawks.  The proximity of the 
chokecherry patch to the game trail made this 
an excellent site for the trail camera, which 
also captured photographs of elk.  The camera 
sends out an infrared cone and takes a picture 
when the cone is entered—in this case by the 
bear.  The cameras help us determine which 
areas and trails are important for wildlife and 
at what times of year.  

Improvements at 
Walker Ranch

Construction at Boulder Coun-
ty’s South Boulder Creek Trailhead—
now known as the Walker Ranch 
Loop Trailhead—was completed in 
November. Only minor work for the 
permanent restroom facility and the 
Meyers Homestead trail connection 
remains, but visitors may use the new 
parking lot.

The scope of the work included 
a new entry road off Flagstaff Road, 
which eliminated the small “winter 
lot.”  The parking lot was expanded 
from 24 spaces to 50 parking spaces, 
and a new trail from the Meyers 
Gulch area to the Walker Ranch Loop 
trailhead was constructed.

Wanted: Volunteer Naturalists
If you enjoy exploring and sharing the natural wonders of Boulder County with others, then you should consider becoming a 

Volunteer Naturalist with Boulder County Parks and Open Space# Volunteer Naturalists develop and present indoor and outdoor 
interpretive programs on the natural history of Boulder County to participants of all ages. Volunteer Naturalists lead interpretive nature 
hikes in county parks, present public natural history slide programs, and provide hands-on environmental " eld experiences for Boulder 
County schools. A 10-week training program is required. Training includes an overview of the Boulder County Parks and Open Space 
Department, including history, mission, and resource management; Native American history; geology; plants and ecosystems; forestry; 
wildlife and birds; agricultural lands and weed management; water resources; and interpretive programming and resources.

We are now accepting applications for the 2007 Volunteer Naturalist training class. We are looking for people with a passion for 
nature, some knowledge of local natural history, and a strong desire to learn more and share their passion with others. Training will be 
held on consecutive Thursdays, February 1 through April 12, 2007, from 8:30am to 4:00pm. Participants must be at least 18 years old 
and attend all training sessions. Because many of our requested programs are scheduled Monday through Friday during daytime hours, 
applicants must have some ongoing weekday availability. 

Applications are available at the Boulder County Parks and Open Space of" ce in Longmont, located at 5201 St. Vrain Road. 
Applications are also available by mail by contacting Larry Colbenson, Natural History Program Coordinator, at (303) 678-6214, 
or lcolbenson@co.boulder.co.us. The application deadline is Friday, January 12, 2007. 

Small Acreage 
Management Volunteers 

Needed

Boulder County has more than 
5,000 properties that range from 
one to 100 acres—more than 37,000 
acres total of small parcels in private 
ownership.

Many of these property owners 
are unfamiliar with land manage-
ment strategies beyond those used in 
suburban settings. 

Each year the Colorado State 
University Cooperative Extension 
Of" ce sponsors a training workshop 
for volunteers interested in talking 
with small property owners about 
management alternatives for a variety 
of topics including pasture manage-
ment, weed control, soil fertility, 
manure management, irrigation 
methods, windbreaks, " re mitigation 
and good neighbor issues.

The Small Acreage Manage-
ment (SAM) volunteer program is 
currently accepting applications for 
2007. Training will take place on 
February 7, 14, 21 & 28 from 8:30am 
to 3:30pm in Longmont. 

If you’re interested, visit the 
SAM webpage at www.coopext.
colostate.edu/boulder/AG/smallacre-
age.shtml for a detailed brochure and 
a volunteer application.
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